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S taring out from this month's cover is a female 
Western Terrestrial Garter Snake. The photograph 

was taken by Heather Waye during her study of this 
species at the Little Qualicum River estuary. Heather's 
research was supported, in part, by the Alice M . Hay 
scholarship from the Victoria Natural History Society. 
Heather talks about some of her observations in her 
article starting on page 4. 

Readers are also encouraged to read Michael 
Carson's detailed report, beginning on page 7, on the 
birds at Viaduct Flats. Michael has written similar 
articles on Blenkinsop Lake and Rithet's Bog in previ­
ous issues of the Naturalist (January/February, 1994; 
November/December, 1995). These articles provide 
background for Sheila Mosher's request from members 
(see page 6) for feedback on management options for 
Rithet's Bog. 
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