
T h e V i c t o r i a 

NATURALIST 
MARCH 

APRIL 
1991 

VOL 47.5 

VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 



\~M The Victoria 
4 d NATURALIST 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS 
FOR NEXT ISSUE: March 25, 1991 

Send to: Diana Jolly, Managing Editor, 
4368 Wilkinson Rd., 

Victoria, B.C. V 8 Z 5B7. Phone: 388-4259 

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION 
Members are encouraged to submit articles, field trip reports, 
birding and botany notes, and book reviews with photographs or 
illustrations if possible. Photographs of natural history are ap
preciated along with documentation of location, species names and 
a date. Please label your submission with your name, address, and 
phone number and provide a title. We will accept and use copy in 
almost any legible form but we encourage submission of typed, 
double-spaced copy or an IBM compatible word processing file on 
a 360K 5.25" diskette plus printed output. Having copy submitted 
on diskette saves a lot of time and work for the publications group 
and we really appreciate the help. If you have an obscure or very 
old word processing program, call the editor, Warren Drinnan at 
598-0471 or 652-9618, or Diana Jolly at 388-4259, or save the text 
in ASCII format. Blank diskettes may be obtained from the editor 
and we will return any of your own diskettes submitted. Photos and 
slides submitted may be picked up at the Field Naturalist, 1241 
Broad Street, or will be returned if a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope is included with the material. 

VNHS MEMBERSHIP 
For membership information and renewal, please conlacl Tom 
Gillespie at 361-1694, or write to Membership Committee c/o 
The Victoria Natural History Society, Box 5220, Victoria, B.C., 
V8R 6N4. 

Published six times a year by the 
VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 5220, Station B , Victoria, B .C . V8R 6N4 
Contents © 1991 as credited. 
ISSN 0049 - 612X Printed in Canada 

Chair, Publications Committee: Dannie Carsen, 384-4924 
Editor: Warren Drinnan, Work-598-0471, Home-652-9618 
Managing Editor: Diana Jolly, 388-4259 
Editorial Team: Patricia Freeman, Bev Glover, Richard 
Watts, Alan Burger. 
Advertising: Jennifer Emms, 479-6323 
Distribution: Lyndis Davis, Connie Hawley, Sue Cumming 
Desktop Publishing: Robert Allington, 595-7803 
Opinions expressed by contributors to T/ie Victoria Naturalist 
are not necessarily those of the society. 

VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
Honorary Life Members: 

Miss E . K . Lemon, M r . A . Douglas Turnbull, Mrs. L . E . 
Chambers, Mrs. Peggy Goodwill, M r . V ic Goodwill. 

Officers: 1990-91 
P R E S I D E N T : Mike McGrencre, 658-8624 
V I C E - P R E S I D E N T : Wally Macgregor, 658-8956 
P A S T - P R E S I D E N T : Betty Kennedy 592-2070 
S E C R E T A R Y : vacant 
T R E A S U R E R : Gordon Devey, 652-6879 

Directors and Committees 
Tom Gillespie, 592-0964 (Membership) 
Wally Macgregor, 658-8956 (Birding) 
Dannie Carsen, 384-4924 (Publications) 
Tony Embleton, 595-6812 (Chair, Parks and 
Conservation) 
Bruce Whittington, Parks and Conservation 
Alan Burger, 479-9833 (Program) 
Beverley Glover, 721-1476 (Program and Publicity) 
Ann Scarfe, 477-1986 (Events and Library) 
Margaret MacKenzie-Grieve, 477-2402 (Social) 

Other Functions 
F B C N : Connie Hawley, 385-2535 
Friends of the Royal B.C. Museum: Mary Richmond, 
385-0504 
Birding Trips: Wally Macgregor, 658-8956 
Birder's Night Contact: Bryan Gates, 598-7789 
Swan Lake: Margaret MacKenzie-Grieve, 477-2402 

Annual Dues 
Includes The Victoria Naturalist and B.C. Naturalist 
(January 1991 through December 1991) 
Regular $17.00 Golden Age $16.00 
Family $22.00 Junior Subscriber $4.00 
(Any donation in excess of the above fees is income 
tax deductible) 
RARE BIRD ALERT: 592-3381 
VNHS EVENT TAPE: 479-2054 

ADVERTISING GUIDELINES 
The deadline for advertising submissions is the first of the 
month preceding publication. Please contact Jennifer Emms at 
479-6323 regarding advertising which requires typesetting. 

Ad Size Price Dimensions 

Back Page $120 7.25 x 8 in. 
1/2 Page $80 7.25 x 5 in. 
1/3 Page $50 7.25x3.25 in. 
1/4 Page $40 3.25 x 4.675 in. 
1/8 Page $25 3.25 x 2.25 in. 

Guidelines 
1. A d copy should be typeset and camera ready, not just 

sketched or typed on a typewriter. 
2. Minor alterations to existing advertisements will cost 

$10. Typesetting of ads is charged at $20 per hour. 
3. Add $9 per photo for P M T (at Island Blueprint). 
4. Advertising fees due and payable when copy 

submitted. Please submit a cheque. 

Submit Advertising to: 
Jennifer Emms, 5409 West Saanich Road, R.R.5 Victoria, 
B.C., V 8 X 4M6. (Phone: 479-6323 or 385-4212) 

2 The Victoria Naturalist Vo l . 47.5 (1991) 

Contents 
Hummers in Winter 

...,4 
Vaux's Swifts Visit Duncan Home 

Big-eared Burrowing Beavers 
....6 

Short-eared Owl Still Seen on 
Island —but Rarely 

...8 

Balcony Birding 
...9 

Martindale Flats Wildlife Survey 
January 5,1991 

.10 

Victoria Christmas 
Bird Count-1991 .11 

.16 

.16 

Vancouver Island Shoreline and 
Adjacent Wetlands Preservation 

,17 

Herring Die —Gulls Feast 
17 

FBCN Camp 
^May 12-19,1991 18 

Squamish Field Trip 
.18 

Farewell to Reuben Ware........ 18 

The City Farmer 
19 

1991 VNHS Distinguished 
19 

Why Natural History? 
By D. Scott Slocombe 20 

21 

22 

23 

Our Cover 

Young Horsetails 

By Steve Pridgeon 

O t e v e Pridgeon , the photgrapher who produced 
t̂he picture of young horsetails on our cover, has 

been taking photographs for over 14 years. After an 
Honours BSc. in Zoology from the University of Liver
pool, Steve started to photograph a wide range of 
lifeforms—plants, small mammals and insects. 

After moving to British Columbia in 1982, Steve 
began to record our local flora and fauna. Some of these 
photographs are featured elsewhere in the magazine. 
Steve has been fascinated with natural history since he 
was a child, and, after discovering photography, he real
ized that combining the two disciplines was what he most 
enjoyed doing. 

As Steve relates: "The sight of horsetails sprouting 
always puts me in mind of ancient times when their giant 
relatives dominated much of the primordial landscape. 
Springtime finds the young horsetail in wonderful shades 
of brown, green, and white." 

/̂Book of the Month 

i 

B e s t P l a c e s t o 

K i s s i n t h e 

N o r t h w e s t 
by Paula Begoun T his edition has all new 

ratings and candid 
evaluations of those places 
that are most conducive for 
romantic interludes. There 
are over 300 listings of heart¬
warming places where you ^ 
can spend precious time 
together. 
Discover our "Unusual and Interesting" books 
like: "Bright Wings"; 
"ClaYoquot"; "Woman at 
Mile Zero"; "Westcoast 
Women"; and much more 
For Victoria's largest selec
tion of B.C. topic books 
(over 800 titles) — we're the place 

Crown 
Books 11 

546 Yates St., Victoria, B.C. Phone: (604) 386-4636 
U f l l l D C Moit.-Fri. 8:30-5:00 
HUUHb: Saturday 9:30-5:00 

lit Hour 
Parking 
FREE 

Ali major 
credit cmdi 
accepted. 
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