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COVER MARCH/APRIL
by Bertha McHaffie-Gow

"An Ichneumon wasp grooming her antennae.
Iehneumon wasp, Ischeumonidae, length 60 mm.

This slender-bodied wasp has four wings, a narrow waist and a long ovi-
positor. They play an important role in controlling many harmful insects.
They belong to the same group of insects as bees and wasps. Their larvae
are parasites of caterpillars, and of larvae of beetles, flies, and other
pests. The long-tailed ichneumon female, with her unusually long ovi-
positor, attracts attention and is sometimes feared by those who do not
know she is harmless. This ovipositor can pierce several inches of wood.

EDITOR'S NOTES

By Margjorie E. Elston

A few tidbits about the Xmas Count. We spotted 133 species, and I thought
you might like to compare this to our fellow birders in the East.

Toronto birders saw a total of 76 species, an above-average count for
them. Sightings included a black-billed magpie, 6 house finches,
1 Thayer's gull, their first ever for count.

Point Pelee, the birders' mecca, had 77 species and highlights were

1 yellow-headed blackbird, 13,000 cowbirds (the starling equivalent!),
5 red-bellied woodpeckers, 874 snow buntings and 1 virginia rail. Not
bad considering the weather in December back east.

Once again, I am asking for contributions, particularly from the non-
birders amongst us. I will accept anything and everything you have to
offer.

Any questions? Please call me at home after 5:00 p.m.

BIRD HOTLINES

NANAIMO 758-4576 - Mark Saunders
(This is not a tape.)

VANCOUVER 734-4554
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SWAN LAKE - FRANCIS AND FREEMAN KING PARKS
by Oiff Calvert

The Christmas Hill - Swan Lake directorate®smain efforts this past year
have been toward the planning of a new Nature Centre. These plans are
well advanced but are unlikely to be fulfilled 1in the near future due to
financial restrictions placed upon various sources of funds.

The final count of pupils and others visiting the Sanctuary during 1981
is not in, but it looks as if, once again, there has been a considerable
increase over the previous year. The $2,500 contributionby our Society
towards the operating costs of the Centre was accepted with gratitude.

At Francis and Freeman King Parks, which are now under the management of
the G.V_.R.D., advised by a committee of volunteers, the main problems

have had to do, as usual, with various forms of vandalism and abuse,
mainly by horse riders. The good news is that the boardwalk for wheel-
chair and elderly visitors has been completed for half itsplanned length.
This year should see the completion of this fine project. Our Society
here also contributes financially, in this case to the income of the part-
time naturalist David Baird. Members will remember his recent excellent
presentation on the Parks at one of our general meetings. Inmy view,
both these amenities are worthy of our continued support.

BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS, JANUARY 16
Leader: Anne Knowles Place: Beacon Hill Park

It had rained for about five days already, so we didn"t expect any more.
The odds were about five to one against it. (If that"s the way you figure
the odds.) (in Victoria.)

It 1s not known how many birds and birders stayed at home on account of
the rain. (ltwas pouring.) But there were ducks of course. Mergansers,
droves of wigeons, buffleheads, lesser scaup, and such. Then our leader
found us some others in the trees: downy woodpecker, sapsucker, varied
thrush. Through the murky mist, | didn"t think itwas possible. And a
group of golden-crowned kinglets came down and put on a show for us.

Not a high count, but that wasn"t the name of the game this time. It was
sort of an experiment to see how many prospective birders were interested
in getting started therein. Was it successful? Hard to tell because of
the rain. (Did | mention that i1twas raining?). But those who did come
out were very pleased with the knowledgeable and interesting explanations
given by Anne Knowles; also by Alice Eiston, who came along to help out.
No doubt about that. They were emphatic on that point.

So | guess itwas worthwhile, whatever the non-rain statistics might
have been.
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VICTORIA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

DECEMBER 19, 1981

Despite wet and windy weather, the 1981 Victoria Christmas Bird Count
surpassed al learlier counts, except the 139 species on the 1977 Count.
A record of 110 observers totalled 133 species and 68,356 birds, plus
one additional race (Eurasian Green-winged Teal). Seen during the Count
Period but not on the Count Day were American Goldfinch.

We totalled 13 all-time highs or equal to highs and only one all-time low,
White-winged Scoter 114 (previous low 127 1in 1974). Among the significant
highs were Barrow®"s Goldeneye 189 (previous high 50 in 1980), and Anna“s
Hummingbird 19 (previous high 13 in 1973). New to the count this year were
2 Yellow-headed Blackbirds, an adult at Cedar Hill Golf Course and an
immature at Martindale Flats, plus a Black Duck at Beacon Hill Park.

While Black Ducks have been seen on previous counts, this is the first
year that we have actually recorded one on the Count.

This year the Post-Count gathering was held at the St. Lukes Church Hall
on Cedar Hill Road, and as usual, itwas a smashing success.

Thanks to al I the participants and the volunteers at the Post-Count
gathering for helping to make the 1981 version of the Victoria Christmas
Bird Count one of the best on record.

Mike Shepard, Count Co-Ordinator

COUNT AREAS

1. Butchart Gardens - Northern Highlands 13. University-Cadboro Bay

2. Central Highlands 14. Ten Mile Point-Arbutus Rd.

3. Goldstream-Finlayson Arm 15. Gordon Head-Mount Douglas

4. Thetis Lake-Hastings Flats 16. Swan Lake-Cedar Hill

5. Langford Lake 17. Blenkinsop Lake-Panama Flats
6. Albert Head-Triangle Mountain 18. Elk Lake-Cordova Bay

7. Esquimalt Lagoon-Mill Hill 19. Prospect Lake-Quick®"s Bottom
8. Esquimalt Harbour 20. Martindale-Bear Hill

9. Portage Inlet-The Gorge 21. Zero Rock (no count)

10. Victoria Harbour 22. Chain Islets

11. Beacon Hill Park-Ross Bay 23. Juan de Fuca (no count)
12. Oak Bay



