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THE CATTLE EGRET 
By A.E. Davidson 

The C a t t l e Egret i s a migrant and a l s o a wanderer, 
c o n s t a n t l y extending i t s t e r r i t o r y . 

I t i s found, i n s u i t a b l e h a b i t a t , i n eastern A f r i c a 
from the Sudan to the Cape. But i t i s a l s o a r e s i d e n t 
of M alaysia and other A s i a t i c c o u n t r i e s i n c l u d i n g I n d i a . 
I t i s a l s o r e s i d e n t i n c o u n t r i e s as f a r apart as northern 
A u s t r a l i a and Spain and P o r t u g a l . 

The f i r s t records f o r the new world were Surinam i n 
1870 and B r i t i s h Guiana (the adjacent s t a t e ) i n 1911. From 
there, presumably, i t found i t s way to F l o r i d a v i a the 
Caribbean Islands i n 1940. Not s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h a t , i t 
e s t a b l i s h e d i t s e l f i n Massachusetts i n 1952, and i n 
southern Ontario i n 1962. Now i t i s r e s i d e n t i n most of 
the southern United States and i s s t i l l spreading north. 

The f i r s t record here was November 1973 at Saseenos. 
Two years l a t e r one was seen again at Saseenos and another 
at Sooke. Then i n December, 1977 one stayed around a farm 
on Welch Road, C e n t r a l Saanich, f o r almost a month, another 
b i r d being reported from Jordan Ri v e r the same month. On 
January 1st t h i s year, the Tuesday Group on t h e i r way to 
Lost Lake saw one among a small group of c a t t l e . The 
e x c e l l e n t photo on our cover taken by Mr. H.W. Anderson, 
one of our members, was found on Grant Road, Sooke. 

The l a s t report I have i s one on the V i c t o r i a G o lf 
Course on 13th January. Maybe by the time these notes 
are published i n the " N a t u r a l i s t " more s i g h t i n g s w i l l be 
reported. 

COVER 
Cattle Egret at Metehosin 

By H. W. Anderson 



74 

I t was the importation of egret plumes, known to the 
trade as osprey, which l e d to the formation of the Society 
f o r the P r o t e c t i o n of B i r d s i n England i n 1889. And, i n 
1905 a N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Audubon S o c i e t i e s was 
formed p r i n c i p a l l y to have l e g i s l a t i o n passed to stop the 
k i l l i n g of b i r d s f o r t h e i r f e a t h e r s . This was accomplished 
f i v e years l a t e r . 

"COME WITH US TO OREGON" 

This i s the t i t l e of the S u t t i l l s ' i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k at our 
General Meeting on March I I , and could also be the t i t l e of 
our t r i p to Oregon May 15 to 28 on a bus supplied by B.C. 
T r a v e l , s p e c i a l l y arranged f o r our members. A wonderful 
opportunity to see the w i l d l i f e and scenery; b i r d s , w i l d -
flowers, rhododendrons; f o s s i l and l a v a beds; gather agates, 
watch s e a - l i o n s and Bighorn Sheep; marine b i o l o g y . 
Our main o b j e c t i v e i s Malheur W i l d l i f e Refuge, f o r b i r d i n g , 
b o t a n i z i n g and g e o l o g i z i n g . 290 species of b i r d s have been 
recorded i n t h i s r e g i o n , i n c l u d i n g White P e l i c a n s , Sand­
h i l l Cranes, White-faced I b i s , and Egrets. 
We w i l l pay v i s i t s to the Klamath Refuge System, and hope 
to go up to Crater Lake. A l s o to be i n time f o r the 
Florence Rhododendron F e s t i v a l . 
From C o q u i l l e to A s t o r i a , our route runs by the P a c i f i c 
Ocean, on our r e t u r n journey. 
I f you are i n t e r e s t e d , contact as soon as p o s s i b l e : Steven 
Powell, B.C. T r a v e l , 385-4732. Suggested by Kaye S u t t i l l , 
the i t i n e r a r y i s impressive. 

COST: Double: $430.00 each 
Twin: $445.00 each (Meals Extra) 
S i n g l e : $540.00 

To those going on the t r i p , be sure to send i n your deposit 
to B.C. T r a v e l as soon as p o s s i b l e to secure your seat i n 
the bus, (not l a t e r than 18th March). Being on the l i s t i s 
not enough. 
Bri n g s l e e p i n g bags and strong shoes, and a thermos. Most 
lunches can be taken outdoors. 

*** OWING TO THE OREGON TRIP OVERRUNNING THE USUAL DATE OF 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD 
ON THURSDAY, MAY 29 INSTEAD. 
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REPORT OF PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
By Gwennie Hooper 

A P u b l i c a t i o n s Committee was set up i n May 1979 "to 
study and recommend to the Board of D i r e c t o r s what form 
and frequency of p u b l i c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g methods of pro­
d u c t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n , best meet the needs of the mem­
bersh i p , w i t h due regard to the costs i n v o l v e d " . The 
members were Gwennie Cooper (Chairman), a D i r e c t o r of 
the S o c i e t y , Merle Harvey, E d i t o r , Harold Hosford, and 
Winston Mair, P r e s i d e n t , ex o f f i c i o . F o l l o w i n g s e v e r a l 
meetings, the Committee's report was submitted to the 
Board on November 30th. The seven major recommendations 
accepted by the Board, to take e f f e c t w i t h Volume 37 of 
The V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t , are as f o l l o w s : 

1. Format - t y p e w r i t t e n book form, 8-1/2" x 7". 
2. Number of pages at the d i s c r e t i o n of the E d i t o r , 

maximum 112 (equivalent to 140 pages of 8-1/2" x 
5-1/2"). 

3. A l o n g feature a r t i c l e to appear i n each issue and 
a guest e d i t o r i a l from time to time. (For a b e t t e r 
balance between f i e l d t r i p r e p o r t s and other 
a r t i c l e s . ) 

4. Frequency - bimonthly. 
5. Postage - a d d i t i o n a l postage costs over and above 

the minimum to be avoided i f p o s s i b l e . 
6. A s s i s t a n t E d i t o r to be appointed. (Because of 

a d d i t i o n a l workload i n v o l v e d i n producing a l a r g e r 
magazine and i n s o l i c i t i n g f e ature a r t i c l e s . ) 

7. P u b l i c a t i o n s Committee to be s t r u c k : E d i t o r , 
A s s i s t a n t E d i t o r , person i n charge of d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
and a D i r e c t o r . (To review current i s s u e , discuss 
problems that might have a r i s e n and plan f u t u r e 
i s s u e s . ) 

The Committee's Report concluded: "Since many, pro­
bably a m a j o r i t y , of the members of the S o c i e t y take no 
a c t i v e part i n i t s a f f a i r s , the magazine i s the one point 
of i n t e r e s t which draws them together. The annual dues 
f o r these members are, i n e f f e c t , a magazine s u b s c r i p t i o n . 
I t f o l l o w s , t h e r e f o r e , that the magazine should be of a 
s i z e and q u a l i t y to maintain t h e i r i n t e r e s t . " 


