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UNUSUAL SIGHTING IN THE COMOX VALLEY 
by A. R. Davidson 

There are two species of b i r d s which pass over V i c t o r i a 
r e g u l a r l y , but are not always seen. Even s e r i o u s b i r d 
watchers who t r y and keep t r a c k of the b i r d s , both r e s i d e n t 
and migrant, o f t e n f a i l to s i g h t them. 

The two are the Vaux Swift and the Black S w i f t . Accord­
i n g to my records, l a r g e r Black S w i f t s are g e n e r a l l y n o t i c e d 
i n June and again i n August and September, w h i l e the Vaux 
go through i n May and r e t u r n i n September. Their numbers 
can vary from s i n g l e b i r d s to a few hundred. 

The above i s a preface to an account given i n the March 
is s u e of the Comox-Strathcona N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y 
Newsletter, w r i t t e n by Doug Newson. 

"On Sunday afternoon August 28, 1977, a b r i g h t sunny 
day w i t h a b r i s k w e s t e r l y wind, about 4:00 p.m. a few Vaux 
Sw i f t appeared, which l a t e r developed i n t o a l a r g e migra­
t i o n . By 4:30, many thousands were i n c l e a r s i g h t . I 
phoned P h i l Capes (Courtenay) and Walter F i t z p a t r i c k 
(Denman Isl a n d ) to t r y and determine the approximate area 
covered i n the f l i g h t , which appeared to be about 2 miles 
wide. They were simply and l i t e r a l l y everywhere. There 
was no a i r space without s w i f t s between tr e e - t o p height 
along the beach and high i n the sky. T h e i r a e r i a l acro­
b a t i c s were sheer d e l i g h t as they g r a d u a l l y worked t h e i r 
way s t r a i g h t i n t o the west wind. By 5:30 p.m., they were 
out of s i g h t . In our view only a few, perhaps one i n 
thousands, were the much l a r g e r Black S w i f t . 

Whence came they, and whither?" 

COVER 
MARBLED G0DWITS 

By Bertha MaHaffie-Gow 



HERITAGE TREE FIELD TRIP 
By Katherine Sherman 

Except f o r the uncomfortably c h i l l y weather, t h i s was 
a most rewarding o u t i n g f o r the 20 or so members who 
turned up on Sunday, 11 March. Our l e a d e r , V i r g i n i a 
Bartkow, a hard-working member of the Heritage Tree Group, 
had c e r t a i n l y done her homework. We were each given 
mimeographed copies of the items of i n t e r e s t i n our 
i t i n e r a r y , along w i t h maps marking the l o c a t i o n of each 
h e r i t a g e t r e e . 

Our f i r s t t r e e , the well-known landmark, the Sequoiad-
endron giganteum, perched high up on the corner of Burnside 
and F i n l a y s o n , once graced the f i e l d where the T a l l y Ho 
horses were put to graze. As u r b a n i z a t i o n w i t h i t s b l a c k -
topped s t r e e t s closed i n on i t , the t r e e began to d i e . 
The Heritage Tree Group pointed t h i s out to the C i t y H a l l , 
who co-operated by removing some of the blacktop. The 
t r e e now appears to be t h r i v i n g . 

Our i t i n e r a r y now took us downtown. Thank Goodness 
i t was a Sunday morning, no t r a f f i c and no parking 
problems. The f i r s t stop was Centennial Square, where 
we viewed the Ginkgo b i l o b a . The Ginkgo goes back 200 
m i l l i o n years, and might have become e x t i n c t had i t not 
been preserved i n Temple gardens i n China. 

The Camperdown Elm, a g r a f t e d v a r i e t y of Wych Elm, 
i n B astion Square was next on our l i s t . The t r e e , about 
80 years o l d , was moved i n 1965. This was an o p e r a t i o n 
t a k i n g s k i l l and time. F i r s t , a l l the spreading roots 
had to be cut and the t r e e l e f t i n place f o r one year 
so that i t might grow short new r o o t s . In i t s l e a f l e s s 
s t a t e , we were able to appreciate to the f u l l the 
t o r t u r e d formation of i t s branches. 

There was not time to stop f o r the trees of i n t e r e s t 
around Parliament B u i l d i n g s , but we made note of the 2 
enormous Lombardy Poplars on Simcoe S t r e e t , before coming 
to a h a l t i n McDonald Park, where a row of Cedar of 
Lebanon had been planted. We noted the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of t h i s species - the more or l e s s h o r i z o n t a l branches 
and the cones which d i s i n t e g r a t e on the t r e e , l e a v i n g 
upright " s p i n d l e s " . / ^ f a * 
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A pleasant stop was made at the o l d Newcombe home on 
D a l l a s Road, to see a many-trunked H o l l y Oak and a magni­
f i c e n t Arbutus. Then we continued along D a l l a s past the 
well-known windswept Horse Chestnut, and a s p l e n d i d 
clump of elms, to Beacon H i l l Park. 

There i s so much of i n t e r e s t i n the Park that we could 
have enjoyed another hour there had the day been l e s s 
c h i l l i n g . Most of the l a r g e (non-native) t r e e s had been 
planted i n 1889, and are ones we have so o f t e n passed by 
without g i v i n g them much thought. However, we hope we 
can now d i s t i n g u i s h an A u s t r i a n Pine from a Scots Pine; 
a Sequoiadendron from a Sequoia sempervirens ( C a l i f o r n i a 
Redwood); a Nutmeg Yew from an E n g l i s h Yew. We a l s o 
hope that i n f u t u r e we s h a l l recognise a Cryptomeria 
j a p o n i c a ; a Larch, and a Swamp Cypress - at l e a s t by 
the "knees" i f by nothing e l s e . 

In a row of Scots Pines by the c r i c k e t f i e l d there 
was one specimen so p o o r l y shaped that one wondered why 
i t had been allowed to remain. On c l o s e r i n s p e c t i o n , i t 
appeared as though another species had been g r a f t e d on 
to the o r i g i n a l t r e e . Apparently, a r u s t fungus was 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the p e c u l i a r growth, known as Witches 
Broom. In t h i s i n s t a n c e , the new growth was healthy and 
a t t r a c t i v e , and bore cones much sm a l l e r than on the main 
t r e e . Scions of the growth can be taken and g r a f t e d on 
to Scots Pine; i t i s i n f a c t known i n H o r t i c u l t u r a l 
c i r c l e s as "Pinus s y l v e s t r i s c.v. Beacon H i l l " . 

O r d i n a r i l y , on our Botany t r i p s we c o n f i n e ourselves 
to our n a t i v e p l a n t s and those a c c i d e n t a l l y introduced 
as weeds. Sunday's tour might be described as a "Round-
the-world" nature tour. We are a l l indebted to V i r g i n i a 
Bartkow f o r her e x c e l l e n t l e a d e r s h i p , and the added 
i n t e r e s t she has given us i n our C i t y . 

Vancouver N.H.S. member Robin Weber set a new record i n 
1978 w i t h a t o t a l of 303 species of b i r d s seen w i t h i n 
the boundaries of B.C. i n one calendar year. Previous 
record ( s e v e r a l years ago) was 301, by Mike Shepard. 

Vancouver B i r d A l e r t 
S e a t t l e Hot L i n e 

266-2413 
(206)455-9722 
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FEDERATION OF B.C. NATURALISTS 

Our c o - r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , David Orton, has been e l e c t e d 
Regional V i c e - P r e s i d e n t of the Vancouver I s l a n d Region. 
At the March General Meeting he gave a resume of the 
business at Nanaimo on 3 March, at which s e v e r a l 
r e s o l u t i o n s were put forward and passed. 

One item was that the F e d e r a t i o n i s h o l d i n g a sum 
of money r e p r e s e n t i n g donations f o r the a c q u i s i t i o n of 
Sidney I s l a n d , although i t was considered that the 
p r i c e asked, f o r j u s t over 2,000 acres, was e x c e s s i v e . 

However, a l e t t e r from the M i n i s t e r of Lands, Parks 
and Housing, James R. Chabot, contains the f o l l o w i n g : -
"In view of p u b l i c e x pression of i n t e r e s t , I am prepared 
to review t h i s d e c i s i o n " (that i s , that the Province 
could not act on the o f f e r , ) "and e x p l o r e , i n some part 
at l e a s t , i f the property f o r s a l e might be o b t a i n a b l e 
f o r Park purposes." 

BARBARA CHAPMAN MEMORIAL FUND 
At the General Meeting on 13 March, a r e s o l u t i o n 

recommended by the Board of D i r e c t o r s was passed, to 
in c r e a s e the amount of money c o l l e c t e d by Barbara's 
f r i e n d s and colleagues f o l l o w i n g her t r a g i c death. 
That amount was j u s t over $300.00. This sum w i l l be 
made up to $1,100 from the Nehring Fund. A committee 
of 3 t r u s t e e s (Gwennie Hooper, B i l l B arkley, and G a i l 
M i t c h e l l ) w i l l use the i n t e r e s t f o r a p r i z e to be 
given each A p r i l to a n a t u r a l i s t under 18 years judged 
by the FBCN and VNHS to be the most promising young 
B.C. n a t u r a l i s t of the year. 

FREEMAN KING-THOMAS FRANCIS PARK 
Also passed at the Meeting was a recommendation by 

the Board of D i r e c t o r s that t h i s Park should become 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the C a p i t a l Regional D i s t r i c t 
who w i l l provide c e r t a i n o p e r a t i n g and maintenance 
s e r v i c e s . A n a t u r a l i s t s e r v i c e w i l l continue to be 
provided under the Parks Board to be financed by the 
VNHS up to approximately $2,000 per year f o l l o w i n g 
the t r a d i t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d by Freeman King. 
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EDITORIAL 

The past year has been a very busy and v a r i e d one f o r 
Society members, both J u n i o r and Senior. We have had 
F i e l d T r i p s on Botany, Ornithology, Entemology, Marine 
B i o l o g y , Beach S e i n i n g , Geology, Archaeology, Heritage 
Trees, P l a n t s i n F r u i t , Fungus Foray, a Boat T r i p to 
Mandarte I s l a n d , the Environmental Bus Tour i n 
September, and the Christmas B i r d Count. Add to 
these, many evening l e c t u r e s i n the P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 

Longer T r i p s i n c l u d e d M i r a c l e Beach, Hurricane 
Ridge, B o t a n i c a l Beach at Port Renfrew, the overnight 
t r i p to B i g Qualicum R i v e r , and the t r i p s to see 
salmon spawning and h e r r i n g spawning. 

The J u n i o r s had a Camp-out on Saturna I s l a n d , w h i l e 
many members went to Summer Camp at Waterton Lakes, 
organised by the FBCN. This proved so popular that 
i t i s being repeated t h i s year, p l u s a Camp at Nanoose 
on Vancouver I s l a n d . A t r i p to P o i n t Pelee has a l s o 
been arranged. 

Much business was debated and d e c i s i o n s made by the 
Board of D i r e c t o r s , w i t h the r e s u l t s put to the members 
at the General Meetings f o r t h e i r a pproval, and passed. 
A l l i n a l l , a busy time too, f o r Organisers, Leaders 
and L e c t u r e r s when you add the o r g a n i s i n g of the Audubon 
Films as w e l l . 

V i c G o o d w i ll has f i n i s h e d c ompiling the Winter Season 
Records of b i r d s seen i n Southern Vancouver I s l a n d . This 
may be seen by phoning our L i b r a r i a n . 

Your e d i t o r remains i n o f f i c e f o r another year, 
w i t h the a s s i s t a n c e of Joan I n g l i s . But next issue 
of the " N a t u r a l i s t " w i l l be brought out by Helen 
Rodney, w i t h Joan's a s s i s t a n c e . Deadline f o r J u l y / 
August i s s u e i s 1st June - NOT LATER PLEASE. (Helen -
592-3707) 

Don't f o r g e t that the May meeting i s the Annual 
General one and w i l l NOT be on the second Tuesday but 
on Tuesday, 29 May. Voting w i l l take place to f i l l 
the gaps caused i n the Board of D i r e c t o r s due to 
r e t i r a l s . A l l members by that date should have renewed 
t h e i r dues I 
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NOT QUITE SUCH A BIG DAY! 
By Roy Prior 

How many species of b i r d can be seen i n the V i c t o r i a 
area i n a s i n g l e day towards the end of March. When 
the m i g r a t i o n has s c a r c e l y begun? 

This was the question that 2 b i r d e r s t r i e d to s e t t l e 
on 24 March. On our way long before s u n r i s e , we 
r e g i s t e r e d our f i r s t r o b i n at 5:45, and dropped i n on 
the Marbled Godwits at Gadboro Bay, but saw no humming­
b i r d s at Penrhyn St. Prevost H i l l was s p l e n d i d : a Ha i r y 
and a Downy Woodpecker on the same t r e e , a male Anna's 
Hummingbird l o c a t e d by i t s song, and a Yellow-shafted 
F l i c k e r w i t h h i s b l a c k mustache, red nape, and y e l l o w 
wing l i n i n g s . Disappointment at Haro Woods: but at 
Ascot Ponds we a r r i v e d so e a r l y that we took the 
V i r g i n i a R a i l by s u r p r i s e , momentarily glimpsing as 
w e l l as hearing t h i s e l u s i v e b i r d . On Swan Lake, 2 
Ruddy Ducks; at Quick's Bottom a Cinnamon Teal but no 
Barn Swallow. Ring-necked Ducks at Prospect Lake and 
a l l three species of Scoter at P a t r i c i a Bay. 

On to Sidney and a f l o c k of Black Brant on the water, 
but no Barrow's Goldeneye. North of the a i r p o r t , 2 
ra p t o r s i n the sky together: a R e d t a i l e d Hawk and a 
female Marsh Hawk: a second female Marsh Hawk was at 
M a r t i n d a l e Road. 

The problem was always the same: whether to go to 
a given spot i n the hope of seeing another b i r d : how 
long to stay i n one place. At Saanichton Bay we drew 
a blank; at Ma r t i n d a l e Road we saw no S k y l a r k s . About 
75 s p e c i e s , and i t was w e l l a f t e r 2:00 p.m. Would i t 
be worth t r y i n g Beaver Lake Playground? On such a 
l o v e l y sunny s p r i n g Sunday, the place would be crowded: 
and s u r e l y the White-fronted Goose would have been 
scared away? W e l l , w e ' l l j u s t t r y i t anyway. And 
there, surrounded by people, and i g n o r i n g them, was 
the goose! 

Back to V i c t o r i a f o r some shore b i r d s , and the 
Brandt's Cormorants that are always at M c N e i l l Bay. 
They weren't. Clover P o i n t produced i t s u s u a l l i t t l e 
group, the 9 Sanderlings and the Rock Sandpipers, 
S u r f b i r d s and Black Turnstones. 
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Time g e t t i n g s h o r t . Red-throated and A r c t i c Loons at 
Esquimalt Lagoon, but at Pears Road n e i t h e r the Western 
B l u e b i r d s nor the Western Meadowlarks, a great d i s a p p o i n t ­
ment. Suddenly we r e a l i z e d we had seen no K i n g l e t s and 
no K i n g f i s h e r . But they would t u r n up f o r c e r t a i n at 
Witty's Lagoon. 

Lengthy and arduous searching, w h i s t l i n g , cooing, 
coaxing, and ( r e g r e t t a b l y ) c u r s i n g produced 2 p a l t r y 
Golden-crowned K i n g l e t s and nothing e l s e . But down 
beside the stream were unexpected Water P i p i t s . I t 
was l a t e . Where would we have the best chance of push­
ing our t o t a l to 100? "We'd be sure to get a Yellow-
rumped Warbler at Swan Lake". "And there's ALWAYS t h i s 
one K i n g f i s h e r at Oak Bay Marina! For c e r t a i n . " 

But f i r s t , at Portage I n l e t , 2 Redheads and some 
Common Mergansers, although the Trumpeter Swans we both 
saw across the water disappeared when we looked through 
the scope, and some Mute Swans took t h e i r place: very 
strange. At Swan Lake a con s i d e r a b l e search y i e l d e d no 
Warblers, and the shades of night were f a l l i n g f a s t . 
Right then, " l e t ' s j u s t catch the c e l e b r a t e d r e l i a b l e 
ever-present o l d f a i t h f u l Oak Bay Marina K i n g f i s h e r 
and w e ' l l c a l l i t a day". I t h i n k we examined the 
r i g g i n g of every boat i n the Marina, but the c e l e b r a t e d , 
r e l i a b l e , e t c . e t c . k i n g f i s h e r must have been t a k i n g 
the evening o f f . 

We gave up at l a s t . Nearly 13 hours; 130 miles by 
car; 96 s p e c i e s . W e l l , anyway, i t was NEARLY 100, we 
assured each other, and we'd do b e t t e r next time. 

BEACH SEINING with the JUNIORS 
On Saturday, January 27, a p a r t y of 13 under the 

s u p e r v i s i o n of Dr. Alex Peden journeyed out to Willow's 
Beach to go Beach S e i n i n g . Because of the need of Low 
Tide c o n d i t i o n s , the group met at 9:00 p.m. We caught 
s e v e r a l S t i c k l e b a c k s , P r i c k l e b a c k s , Flounders, Sucker-
f i s h e s , Shrimps, many v a r i e t i e s of S c u l p i n , and a P i p e ­
f i s h . A f t e r we c o l l e c t e d the specimens, Dr. Peden 
i d e n t i f i e d them f o r the group. A few f i s h were donated 
to Belmont's Biology Lab, the r e s t were l e t go. 

- By Donna-Rae and Kerry Williams and Jim Peters 
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THE MARSHALL STEVENSON WILDLIFE REFUGE 
By David Ovton 

About 25 members of the VNHS journeyed up-Island on 
Saturday, 17 March, to v i s i t the M a r s h a l l Stevenson 
W i l d l i f e Refuge. This f i e l d t r i p was a sequel to a 
wel l-attended s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n on the n a t u r a l h i s t o r y 
of the Refuge, given at the General Meeting on the 
previous Tuesday evening. 

This p a r t i c u l a r Refuge, along w i t h 2 other s m a l l 
areas (Nanoose and Rosewell Creek) together make up 
what i s known as the Qualicum N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e Area. 
N e i l Dawe, who gave the s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n , and who 
acted as guide on the f i e l d t r i p , i s Habitat Manager on 
Vancouver I s l a n d f o r the Canadian W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e , and 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the Qualicum N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e Area. 

The MSWR i s l o c a t e d on the estuary of the L i t t l e 
Qualicum R i v e r . This i s an important salmon r i v e r on 
Vancouver I s l a n d , c o n t a i n i n g a l l 5 species of salmon, 
as w e l l as steelhead. The Refuge in c o r p o r a t e s a former 
farm ( f i e l d s and some second growth f o r e s t ) , i n a d d i t i o n 
to a very productive migratory waterfowl area of i n t e r -
t i d a l f l a t s at the r i v e r mouth. I t t o t a l s about 115 
acres. The government obtained t h i s property around 
1972, but u n f o r t u n a t e l y i t has not yet been opened to 
the p u b l i c . As some of the members found out, the 
entrance to the Refuge i s not very " p u b l i c " and was 
th e r e f o r e hard to f i n d . 

S u r p r i s i n g l y , the Refuge i s hemmed-in to some extent 
by houses. So i t i s not as " w i l d " as one might n a i v e l y 
expect a w i l d l i f e refuge area to be. But i t i s a good 
example of how w i l d l i f e and people can l i v e together -
i f a sanctuary atmosphere can be provided. 
H i g h l i g h t s 

We saw 8-10 Bald Eagles. These eagles are b a s i c a l l y 
f i s h e a t e r s , although they eat c a r r i o n and catch c r i p p l e d 
waterfowl. For some of us, i t was the f i r s t time t h a t 
we saw an eagle working a sea duck, dive-bombing the 
duck i n order to f o r c e i t to d i v e repeatedly and so 
exhaust i t s e l f . 
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Once t h i s i s accomplished, dinner commences. But 
f o r some reason the eagle gave up. However, we d i d 
see Bald Eagles consuming a duck i d e n t i f i e d as a 
Barrow's Goldeneye. 

Hundreds of Brant - the sea-goose at the P a c i f i c 
Coast - were a t h r i l l i n g s i g h t , stooping over at the 
mouth of the L i t t l e Qualicum and f l y i n g along the edge 
of the beach. Looking at these geese made one appreciate 
the value of undisturbed h a b i t a t which i s not shot over. 
A l a r g e c o n c e n t r a t i o n of g u l l s had assembled to c l e a n 
up the remnants of the h e r r i n g spawn. A l s o , i n one of 
the estuary channels, we saw a s i z a b l e group of Common 
Mergansers, most of which were females. Otter scat 
was pointed out on the r i v e r bank, c l o s e to where the 
mergansers were seen. 

Some h e r r i n g spawn was found attached to sea-weed 
on the beach. I t looks l i k e a mass of s m a l l semi-
transparent p e a r l s . V i s u a l l y , i t i s very d i f f e r e n t i n 
appearance from the roe of a f r e s h l y j i g g e d Gorge 
h e r r i n g . N e i l s a i d that i n the L i t t l e Qualicum area, 
spawn i s deposited r e g u l a r l y i n the i n t e r - t i d a l zone 
and takes 10 to 14 days to hatch. 

In a f r e s h water pond on the o l d farm, grapesize 
c l u s t e r s of salamander eggs were seen. Close by the 
pond was an o l d l o g house, home of the f i r s t white 
s e t t l e r i n the area, a Mr. Kincade. The house has 
been added to over the years, but the o r i g i n a l s e c t i o n 
dated back to 1884. 

And according to a l o c a l legend, the many w i l d rose 
bushes on the farm marked the s i t e of a f i e r c e b a t t l e 
long ago between d i f f e r e n t f a c t i o n s of the o r i g i n a l 
i n h a b i t a n t s of B.C. The defeated f o r c e s i n t h i s 
p a r t i c u l a r b a t t l e , so the s t o r y goes, planted a rose 
bush wherever a s l a i n w a r r i o r f e l l . Rather a n i c e 
memorial. 

A toolshed on the farm turned out to be the home 
of a Bewick's Wren which was u s i n g a paper bag w i t h i n 
the shed to nest. There were two eggs i n the nest 
when we looked. A s u c c e s s f u l brood of c h i c k s had 
been r a i s e d l a s t year. 
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A walk was taken through some second growth f o r e s t , 
the t r e e s being under 100 years o l d . We saw f i r s a p l i n g s 
which had been used by deer f o r rubbing t h e i r a n t l e r s . 
F o l l o w i n g a t r a i l , we n o t i c e d the stumps of previous 
f o r e s t g i a n t s w i t h notches cut i n t o them f o r the loggers 
to place t h e i r foot boards to stand upon. We were a l s o 
shown a hummingbird nest i n r e g u l a r y e a r l y use. A l l too 
soon the short v i s i t to the Refuge was over. Many of us 
f e l t there was more to see and would l i k e to r e t u r n again. 

Down the road a few m i l e s , i s an area of over 200 acres 
c l o s e to the mouth of Englishman R i v e r , known as P a r k s v i l l e 
F l a t s . This i s an area where many years ago, i t i s s a i d , 
the geese and the ducks used to b l o t out the sun. Today, 
the Arrowsmith N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y , along w i t h the 
P a r k s v i l l e F i s h and Game Club and many oth e r s , would l i k e 
what i s happening at the mouth of the L i t t l e Qualicum to 
happen a l s o on the F l a t s . But the P a r k s v i l l e F l a t s are 
s l a t e d f o r housing and commercial "development" by 
Aldergrove E n t e r p r i s e s . We should support the Arrowsmith 
n a t u r a l i s t s . Without h a b i t a t , w i l d l i f e cannot l i v e . 
For n a t u r a l i s t s , without w i l d l i f e , would l i f e be worth 
l i v i n g ? 

CRUISES AND TRIPS: 1979 
The FBCN have arranged day t r i p s to M i t t l e n a t c h I s l a n d 

on 9 Saturdays i n June, J u l y and August. T r a v e l to the 
I s l a n d w i l l be aboard the 65' former f i s h e r i e s v e s s e l 
"Hostess" to and from Campbell R i v e r . Cost $15.00 r e t u r n . 
A few r e g i s t r a t i o n forms have been given to our S o c i e t y 
and more may be obtained from MITTLENATCH TRIPS, P.O. 
Box 392, Campbell R i v e r , B.C., V9W 4Z9. S p e c i a l t r i p s 
f o r groups may be arranged by c o n t a c t i n g B i l l M e r i l e e s , 
1655 Sherwood D r i v e , Nanaimo, B.C., V9T 1H2 (758-1801). 
A "group" t r i p i s being considered by bus to and from 
Campbell R i v e r f o r S o c i e t y members, depending on how 
many are i n t e r e s t e d . 

A BOTANY TRIP to HURRICANE RIDGE i s being planned f o r 
Sunday 8 J u l y . Please have names i n before 22 May. Check 
F i e l d T r i p s on B i r d A l e r t (383-0211); on T.V. Channel 
10, and i n Newspapers. Always take lunch unless other­
wise s t a t e d . 

F.B.C.N. - Meetings September 29 and December 1. 
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OUTING ON 25 MARCH 
By Merle Harvey 

This was meant to be B o t a n i c a l but there were very 
few w i l d f l o w e r s out at W i t t y 1 s Lagoon, only 2 T r i l l i u m s 
opening up, 4 Erythroniums f u l l out, and some Salmonberry 
flowers. So we had an e x e r c i s e on i d e n t i f y i n g t r e e s and 
a v a r i e t y of w i l d f l o w e r s i n l e a f . We found a Slime Mold 
l i k e a s m a l l c a u l i f l o w e r , i d e n t i f i e d as a F u l i g o . However, 
i t was a d e l i g h t f u l walk down to the beach and along the 
sand f o r a b i t , and then some members sat down and had 
lunch w i t h i n s i g h t of the sea. 

But 5 of us went to Pearson's C o l l e g e and had our 
lunch o v e r l o o k i n g Pedder Bay. A l l around us were 
F i l a r e e (Erodium circutum) i n bloom, and a few Blue 
Mary's ( C o l l i n s i a g r a n d i f l o r a ) and E a r l y Saxafrage 
(S. i n t e g r i f o l i a ) and s e v e r a l Broom bushes b r i g h t w i t h 
t h e i r y e l l o w flowers. A walk through the wood was 
rewarding, as we found Wood v i o l e t s ( V i o l a semperviren) 
i n s e v e r a l p l a c e s ; 1 Calypso (C. bulbosa) ready to open; 
and s e v e r a l groups of t i n y Twayblades i n bud ( L i s t e r a 
c o r d a t a ) , t h e i r twin leaves l i f t i n g w e l l above ground -
very e a r l y indeed f o r these summer-flowering o r c h i d s . 

Of course, the " b i r d i n g " members had brought t h e i r 
b i n o c u l a r s w i t h them but there were very few b i r d s at 
W i t t y ' s . However, at Dupree Road we were lucky to see 
4 Western B l u e b i r d s , one o b l i g i n g enough to s i t on a 
post beside us and show o f f h i s b e a u t i f u l blue plumage; 
a l s o a Yellow-rumped Warbler. Q u a i l c a l l e d among the 
bushes; a R e d t a i l e d Hawk swung i n curves above us; a 
p a i r of Redwinged B l a c k b i r d s preened themselves, each 
on a post, and a f l o c k of Robins probed the grass. 

A walk along to the pond to see 5 Ring-necked ducks, 
while a f l o c k of S i s k i n s t w i t t e r e d and f l i t t e d among 
the oaks. But our bonus f o r the day was the s i g h t of 
a t i n y Saw-whet Owl, on a branch of a pine t r e e , r i g h t 
above our heads. 

Our thanks to Terese Tod and a l l those who helped 
to make t h i s Outing so enjoyable. 
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MAY/JUNE PROGRAMS 

SUN. MAY 6 

SAT. MAY 19 

SUN. MAY 27 

TUES. MAY 29 

SAT. JUNE 2 

SUN. JUNE 10 

SAT. JUNE 16 

BIRDS: No Leader T r i p to Beaver and E l k 
Lakes. Meet May f a i r Lanes 9:00 a.m. or 
Beaver Lake Parking Lot 9:30 a.m. 
Walk by Beaver Lake towards Highway and 
back by the meadows. 
BOTANY: Goldstream. Leader: Katherine 
Sherman. Meet Mayfair Lanes 9:00 a.m. 
BIRDS: F r a n c i s Park. Leader: Anne 
Knowles. Meet Mayfair Lanes 8:00 a.m. 
or Nature House 8:30 a.m. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: Newcombe 
Auditorium, 8:00 p.m. 

BOTANY: I s l a n d View Beach. Leader: 
Leon P a v l i c k . Meet Ma y f a i r Lanes 
9:00 a.m. or I s l a n d View Beach 9:30. 
BOTANY AND MARINE BIOLOGY: Leaders: 
Bob O g i l v y and Ale x Peden. B o t a n i c a l 
Beach, Port Renfrew. Leave Government 
Wharf there at 10:00 a.m. (4 hours 
d r i v e from V i c t o r i a . See notes below 
f o r those who wish to go up the n i g h t 
b e f o r e ) . 
BIRDS: No Leader T r i p to Mount Douglas 
Meet May f a i r Lanes 8:00 a.m. or Mount 
Douglas Beach Parking Lot 8:30 a.m. 

BOTANICAL BEACH (SUNDAY, JUNE 10): 
Camping f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e at F a i r y Lake (B.C. Forest 
Products) and 2 motels l i s t e d f o r Port Renfrew. 

RENFREW BEACH MOTEL ELLIOTT'S CABINS 
Port Renfrew Port Renfrew 
V0S 1K0 (647-5437) V0S 1K0 (647-5405) 
Queries to Dr. Ale x Peden (652-3598) or 
Dr. Bob O g i l v i e (658-8937). 

(Always take lunch unless otherwise stated.) 

JUNIORS AND INTERMEDIATES  
Combined Outings - Something For A l l 

SAT. MAY 12 BEACHCOMBING on Pender I s l a n d . Meet 
M a y f a i r Lanes 8:50 a.m. or Swartz Bay 
Foot Passengers W a i t i n g Room 9:20 a.m. 
B r i n g lunch and f e r r y f a r e : 75c to 11 
years; $1.50 - 12 and over. Returning 
e a r l y afternoon. 

SAT. MAY 26 MATHIESON LAKE: Meet M a y f a i r Lanes, 
10:00 a.m. Games. Challenges. Hike. 
Cook--out. Swimming i f weather favourable. 
(Bring own lunch t o cook) 
JUNE PROGRAM UNCERTAIN. 

BIRD OBSERVATIONS 
From Peggy Goodwill 

NO . SPECIES DATE AREA SEEN OBSERVER 
FEB. 

1 Townsend S o l i t a i r e 10 Dean Park Rd. Joan Payne 
1 Y e l - b i l l e d Loon 11 Genoa Bay R. S a t t e r f i e l d 
1 Bl-legged K i t t i w a k e 11 Ogden Po i n t Mike Shepard 
1 Yel-hd. B l a c k b i r d 17 L a k e h i l l Ave. Huber Moore 

MAR. 
5 Tree Swallow ) 3 Head, Jim Wilson 

) Cowichan Bay 
15 V i - g r . Swallow) 
10 W. B l u e b i r d 4 Pears Road Jim Wilson 
1 Am. Golden Plov e r 6 Beach Dr./Goodwin Wayne Campbell 
3 Black Brant 11 Willow's Beach Wayne Campbell 
2 Lap. Longspur 11 Gt. Chain I s l a n d Wayne Campbell 
1 Rufous Hummingbird 11 R i t h e t ' s Bog Harold Hosford 
1 H a r r i s * Sparrow 15 H a l i b u r t o n Rd. Barbara Hunt 
1 Cinnamon Teal 17 Quick's Bottom R. S a t t e r f i e l d 
1 Turkey V u l t u r e 18 Westholme Doug T u r n b u l l 
1 Barn Swallow 18 Quick's Bottom Alan McLeod 
2 Redhead 19 Portage I n l e t M & V. Goodwill 
1 W. B l u e b i r d 20 E. Sooke Park B&J Meiklejohn 
1 Rough-w. Swallow 24 Quick's Bottom R. S a t t e r f i e l d 

V. Goodwill 
1 Saw-whet Owl 25 Dupree D r i v e Merle Harvey 
2 Marbled Godwits 31 Cadboro Bay K & D S u t t i l l 


