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WHO WAS FREEMAN KING? 

To most of our members t h i s i s an i d l e q u estion, 
but i t would probably stump most winners of the Freeman 
F. King Scholarship at the U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a , even i f 
they were born and bred here. To remedy t h e i r ignorance, 
Gracie B e l l suggested that each Freeman King Scholar 
be sent a short memoir of the man i n whose name the s c h o l ­
a r s h i p was e s t a b l i s h e d , d e s c r i b i n g who he was and what he 
had done to have h i s name held i n such h i g h honour by the 
n a t u r a l i s t s of V i c t o r i a . She a l s o recommended that Yorke 
Edwards, D i r e c t o r of the P r o v i n c i a l Museum and a Past Pre­
siden t of the S o c i e t y , be asked to w r i t e i t . Yorke r e a d i l y 
agreed, and t h i s s p l e n d i d t r i b u t e to another Past P r e s i d e n t 
i s the r e s u l t . 

FREEMAN KING, N a t u r a l i s t  

1891 - 1975 

Freeman King was a man to remember. In any s e t t i n g 
he stood out. He was t a l l , t h i n , and s t r a i g h t , w i t h a 
rough-cut face f e a t u r i n g a wonderfully hooked nose; even 
i n h i s l a s t years he moved w i t h the vigour of a youth who 
could h a r d l y wait to get on w i t h l i f e ' s next adventure. 
Through most of h i s years he was to be found i n green 
f o r e s t environments where u s u a l l y he was surrounded by a 
group of people. 

Freeman loved the w i l d places about V i c t o r i a , and 
he had a deep understanding about how p l a n t s and animals 
i n those places l i v e d t h e i r l i v e s . Being a born s t o r y ­
t e l l e r , he enjoyed t e l l i n g others what h i s sharp eyes were 
seeing and what h i s sharp b r a i n was understanding. He was 
a s p e l l b i n d e r , i n green places or by a campfire, to people 
of a l l ages, but he l i k e d c h i l d r e n best, and they loved him 
as only c h i l d r e n can love a grown-up who has not outgrown 
the wonder, the enthusiasm, the sense of adventure that i s 
pa r t of childhood.  

COVER 
"SKIPPER" courtesy of the Vi-etovia Press 
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For many years Freeman was the major force behind 
the most s u c c e s s f u l nature club f o r c h i l d r e n i n Canada. 
V i c t o r i a ' s J u n i o r F i e l d N a t u r a l i s t s (part of the V i c t o r i a 
N atural H i s t o r y Society) was envied by n a t u r a l i s t s across 
Canada, but none could d u p l i c a t e i t s success because none 
had a Freeman King. Through h i s years w i t h h i s J u n i o r s , 
and h i s years before that w i t h the Boy Scouts, Freeman l e d 
thousands of youngsters i n t o the green world, and i n t o l i f e , 
w i t h a d e l i g h t f o r e x p l o r i n g the outdoors that none could 
ever f o r g e t . 

Freeman was born i n England i n 1891, came to Canada 
as a young man, and a f t e r some years on the p r a i r i e as a 
cowhand, policeman and homesteader, he came to the V i c t o r i a 
area i n 1925, where he soon found himself running camps i n 
the woods f o r the p r o v i n c i a l government. Many Vancouver 
I s l a n d p r o v i n c i a l parks were e s t a b l i s h e d i n those depres­
s i o n years by men i n such camps, and many of t h e i r t r a i l s 
were made by men working w i t h Freeman. Later he was w e l l 
known i n the Boy Scout movement where he became a F i e l d 
Commissioner. Then, i n the l a s t two decades of h i s l i f e , 
h i s fame as a nature i n t e r p r e t e r and park n a t u r a l i s t 
spread f a r beyond V i c t o r i a and B r i t i s h Columbia. He was 
a f a m i l i a r f i g u r e i n both Thomas S. Fran c i s P r o v i n c i a l 
Park to which he devoted part of most days, and Coldstream 
P r o v i n c i a l Park where he was Chief N a t u r a l i s t every summer, 
He became famous i n those years as a communicator and tea ­
cher i n w i l d p l a c e s . For over a decade the government of 
B r i t i s h Columbia passed a s p e c i a l Order-In-Council each 
s p r i n g so that Freeman could be h i r e d f o r yet another sum­
mer, f o r he was long past 65, the age when the law does 
discourage h i r i n g people. 

A long l i s t of people that Freeman helped to under­
stand green places were i n s p i r e d to make n a t u r a l science 
t h e i r l i f e ' s occupation. Many of them took b i o l o g i c a l 
subjects at u n i v e r s i t y , o f t e n going on f o r advanced degrees. 
Now, those who are helped by the Freeman King Scholarships 
of the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y are f o l l o w i n g i n 
the footsteps of many others helped d i r e c t l y by t h i s remark­
able man. Were he here, he would be pleased to help i n t h i s 
way now, j u s t as he helped so many others p e r s o n a l l y before* 
And the only r e t u r n that he would ask i s that those helped 
would l e a r n to r e a l l y see what they looked at i n t h i s green 
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and l i v i n g world, and that they r e a l l y t r y to understand 
what they saw. "What i s i t ? " he would ask, p o i n t i n g to 
something l i k e a l e a f . A l l he asked was that you t r i e d to 
f i n d the answer from the l e a f . Books were acceptable, but 
the l e a f was the one to b e l i e v e . 

I f you have received a Freeman K i n g S c h o l a r s h i p , 
welcome to the growing l i s t of people who have been helped 
by Freeman King. 

by R.I, Edwards, 1977 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

In a l e t t e r addressed to our p r e s i d e n t , Michael Gye, 
Chairman of the Heritage Tree Committee of the V i c t o r i a 
H o r t i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y , seeks our help i n l o o k i n g f o r people 
who are e n t h u s i a s t i c about t r e e s . 

You may say "Of course I am", but are you prepared 
to back up that statement? To help what i s becoming a 
heavy workload t h a t has grown beyond the S o c i e t y , owing to 
the very s u c c e s s f u l work done on the Heritage Trees? (To 
date the inventory i n c l u d e s 10 Heritage areas and 178 i n ­
d i v i d u a l specimens.) 

The most p r e s s i n g requirements are: 
(1) Someone to take charge of the Inventory. 
(2) Someone to complete maps. 
(3) Help to complete t h e i r forthcoming book. 
(4) A P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s person. 
(5) &(6) A Vice-Chairman and a Secretary. 

Anyone prepared to help w i t h the above or other 
d u t i e s , please get i n touch w i t h Michael Gye, 1030 I r i s 
Avenue (479-8525) or Mrs. V i r g i n i a Bartkow, 2772 V a n t i l b u r g 
Crescent (478-5320). 

Our Society owes a debt to those who are t r y i n g to 
save our Heritage Trees, and our d i r e c t o r s hope some mem­
bers w i l l be able to o f f e r t h e i r h elp. 
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WHERE ARE "SKIPPER'S" JUNIORS NOW? 

by Gail Mitchell 

Twenty-two years ago I j o i n e d t h i s s o c i e t y as a 
j u n i o r member. At that time the j u n i o r meetings were held 
on Tuesday afternoons, a f t e r s c h ool, i n the P r o v i n c i a l 
Museum, under the d i r e c t i o n of Dr. C l i f f o r d C a r l and Miss 
Betty Newton. There we had access to the e x p e r t i s e of the 
museum s t a f f and spent many i n t r i g u i n g afternoons i n the 
basement of the o l d museum l e a r n i n g about n a t u r a l h i s t o r y . 

I hadn 1t long been a member when Freeman King 
became i n v o l v e d w i t h the S o c i e t y and took charge of the 
j u n i o r group. He had new ideas and our meetings were 
changed to Saturday afternoon f i e l d t r i p s . 

Many of you w i l l know of the great success of 
"Skipper's" j u n i o r group - c h i l d r e n l e a r n i n g to appreciate 
the n a t u r a l h i s t o r y around them. Hundreds of c h i l d r e n have 
been i n v o l v e d over the l a s t twenty-two years. I know that 
a l l of them have b e n e f i t t e d from t h e i r experiences w i t h our 
j u n i o r group - from a simple generation of awareness gained 
from one or two h i k e s , to a career i n a r e l a t e d f i e l d . Some 
of my f e l l o w Junior N a t u r a l i s t s who have accomplished the 
l a t t e r i n c l u d e : 

DAVID GRAY - who obtained h i s Ph.D. i n Zoology from 
the U n i v e r s i t y of A l b e r t a and i s now A s s i s t a n t Curator of 
V e r t i b r a t e Ethology at the N a t i o n a l Museum of N a t u r a l 
Sciences i n Ottawa. David has done research on wolves and 
e s p e c i a l l y musk oxen on Bathurst I s l a n d . He has w r i t t e n a 
number of research papers and given s e v e r a l p r e s e n t a t i o n s . 
Some of you may have read h i s a r t i c l e on Marmots i n Nature 
Canada. David i s one of the d i r e c t o r s of the Macoun Club, 
which i s a group of j u n i o r n a t u r a l i s t s a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the 
Ottawa F i e l d N a t u r a l i s t s . 

Many readers w i l l recognize the name NANCY TURNER, 
as she has lead f i e l d t r i p s and given presentations to the 
S o c i e t y . Nancy re c e i v e d her Ph.D. i n Botany from the Uni­
v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h Columbia, s p e c i a l i z i n g i n Ethnobotany. 
Nancy has a number of p u b l i c a t i o n s to her c r e d i t i n c l u d i n g 
a museum handbook e n t i t l e d "The Food P l a n t s of B.C. Indians" 
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She i s working on f u r t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s w i t h both the Pro­
v i n c i a l and N a t i o n a l Museums of N a t u r a l H i s t o r y . She i s 
Vice-Chairman of the Environmental Centre, Secretary of 
the Thomas S. F r a n c i s and Freeman King Parks Board, and 
has a l s o been a tremendous help i n a s s i s t i n g me w i t h our 
j u n i o r group. 

ROSS STORY i s now an Entomologist working f o r the 
Department of Primary Industry i n Mareeba, North Queens­
land, A u s t r a l i a . A f t e r o b t a i n i n g h i s B.Sc. at the U n i v e r s i t y 
of V i c t o r i a , Ross t r a v e l l e d to A u s t r a l i a , where he worked 
at the U n i v e r s i t y of Brisbane f o r four years before ac­
q u i r i n g h i s present p o s i t i o n . Ross's s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i s 
Dung b e e t l e s , and he has, i n f a c t , discovered a new species: 
Amphis tomus s t o r e y i ! 

A Reclamation O f f i c e r w i t h the M i n i s t r y of Mines 
was a J u n i o r N a t u r a l i s t w i t h me. He i s JOHN ERRINGTON -
a modest man w i t h a very impressive set of academic degrees 
- B.Sc. from the U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a , Masters of P h i l o ­
sophy i n P l a n t Ecology from the U n i v e r s i t y of York, England, 
and a Ph.D. i n F o r e s t r y from the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h 
Columbia. 

A f t e r r e c e i v i n g h i s M.Sc. from the U n i v e r s i t y of 
A l b e r t a , DAVID ZIRUL worked as a Senior B i o l o g i s t w i t h a 
p r i v a t e f i r m f o r a number of years. David i s now a Land 
Management B i o l o g i s t w i t h the M i n i s t r y of the Environment. 
His job i n v o l v e s a d v i s i h g on matters r e l a t i n g to p o l i c y i n 
i n t e g r a t e d resource management at v a r i o u s l e v e l s of organ­
i z a t i o n . 

ANDREW HARCOMBE rec e i v e d h i s M.Sc. i n P l a n t Ecology 
from the U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a and now has a p o s i t i o n w i t h 
the Resource A n a l y s i s Branch of the M i n i s t r y of the Environ­
ment based i n Kelowna. Andrew's b r o t h e r , RICK i s f i n i s h i n g 
a B.Sc. degree at the U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a . 

Consider t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n I have given you - I 
b e l i e v e i t i s proof that our aims can be accomplished. 

I , myself, have been i n v o l v e d w i t h the l e a d e r s h i p of 
the J u n i o r Group f o r about s i x years now and i t i s time f o r 
a change. Nancy and I w i l l be " r e t i r i n g " t h i s year. Per­
haps i n a few years, when f a m i l i e s and jobs are not so time-
consuming, we w i l l again become i n v o l v e d . 
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I urge the membership of t h i s S o c i e t y to give i t s 
support to a continuing J u n i o r program. Please c a r r y on 
w i t h Skipper's goal " ... to make people r e a l i z e that they 
are only one small part of t h i s b i g , wonderful world." 

"FUN WITH LITTLE FISH" 

by John A. Mitchell 

Every so o f t e n , one of those memorable days comes 
along and such a day was Saturday, February 4th - a day of 
s e i n i n g w i t h Dr. Alex Peden, a s s i s t e d by Grant Hughes..-

Meeting at Mayfair Lanes at 9:00 a.m., a dozen of 
us proceeded to C o l q u i t z Creek, o f f Burnside Road, under 
the I s l a n d Highway Bridge. To the u n i n i t i a t e d i t looked 
an u n l i k e l y spot, the Creek being high and muddy, meander­
ing through an i n d u s t r i a l i z e d area. Not to be daunted, 
Alex and Grant donned waders and plunged i n , Alex h o l d i n g 
a small dip-net, while Grant operated a battery-powered 
f i s h stunner. In no time we had a c o l l e c t i o n of f i s h , the 
species being freshwater s t i c k l e b a c k , p r i c k l y s c u l p i n , and 
s u n f i s h . 

We were t o l d that on previous t r i p s to t h i s creek, 
small salmon, t r o u t , and bass had been caught, b r i n g i n g 
home the f a c t that what would appear to be "dead" areas 
are i n r e a l i t y teeming w i t h v a r i o u s forms of l i f e . 

F o l l o w i n g a couple of hours of s l o s h i n g along the 
banks of the creek, arrangements were made f o r us a l l to 
meet at 7:30 p.m. at the beach south of Sidney, o f f 
McTavish Road, f o r a s e s s i o n of beach s e i n i n g at low t i d e . 
Our group was somewhat s m a l l e r , but the evening was p e r f e c t 
f o r t h i s form of a c t i v i t y , being m i l d , a f l a t calm, and un­
l i m i t e d v i s i b i l i t y . The winking n a v i g a t i o n a l buoys, ships 
l i g h t s , and the l i g h t s of a i r c r a f t approaching the A i r p o r t , 
added to the scene. 

Once again Alex and Grant donned t h e i r waders, and 
t h i s time launched t h e i r t r u s t y Zodiac, t a k i n g the f i f t y -
f o o t wide seine some 75 f e e t o f f shore. Three hauls were 
made during the period of lowest t i d e , and each time a 
wonderland of marine l i f e was exposed. At f i r s t glance, 
the seine appeared to be a mass of seaweed, but on c l o s e 
i n s p e c t i o n under the expert guidance of Dr. A l e x Peden, 
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i t was observed to be l i t e r a l l y teeming w i t h marine l i f e 
of a l l s i z e s - l i t t l e f i s h of b r i l l i a n t green, some w i t h 
s c a r l e t markings, others of l i g h t blues - a whole spectrum 
of c o l o u r . (On the t h i r d h a u l , we even nett e d a wayward 
t r o u t , which was promptly returned to the water). 

Selected specimens having been placed i n an aqua­
rium, Alex then gave us a d e t a i l e d e x p l a n a t i o n of our 
catch, some of the species i d e n t i f i e d being; showy and 
ribbon s n a i l f i s h e s , p r i c k l e b a c k s , s a l t w a t e r s t i c k l e b a c k s , 
lumpsuckers, tubesnouts, b u f f a l o s c u l p i n and great s c u l p i n . 

T r u l y a great day, and our thanks to A l e x and 
Grant f o r t h e i r considerable e f f o r t s , and t h e i r patience 
i n answering a host of questions. We departed i n a s l i g h t ­
l y damp s t a t e , and f u l l of enthusiasm and a n t i c i p a t i o n f o r 
our next peek i n t o the wonderful world of Marine B i o l o g y . 

E d i t o r ' s no te : 

Owing to the great success of the above t r i p , 
Dr. Alex Peden has arranged a meeting i n Room 112 i n the 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, 16th March. 
This w i l l take the form of a d i s c u s s i o n on a proposal f o r 
more comprehensive programs on a r e g u l a r b a s i s . Proposals 
could i n c l u d e f u t u r e f i e l d t r i p s , l e c t u r e s , classroom 
s t u d i e s , methods f o r members to i n v o l v e themselves i n 
observation, e t c . , 

Dr. Peden emphasized that s p e c i a l c o l l e c t i n g per­
mits are r e q u i r e d f o r n e t t i n g f i s h , i ssued f o r research 
work by the P r o v i n c i a l Museum. A l s o , that i t i s i l l e g a l 
to keep salmon, t r o u t or other game or commercial f i s h f o r 
personal use, and i t i s a l s o unlawful to t r a n s p o r t l i v e 
f i s h from one place to another without proper a u t h o r i z a t i o n . 
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NURSE LOGS 

Beside the f o r e s t t r a i l s one can see o l d downed 
logs that are covered w i t h new growth. These are c a l l e d 
"nurse l o g s " f o r they are n u r s i n g and g i v i n g l i f e to 
many species of plants and animals. Each and a l l are 
h e l p i n g to perpetuate a l i v i n g f o r e s t . 

I n s i d e and outside the l o g you w i l l f i n d l i f e . 

W i t h i n the l o g are many l i t t l e creatures that are 
e s s e n t i a l to l i f e i t s e l f . B eetles of s e v e r a l kinds l i v e 
here under the bark and i n the s o f t wood. Deep w i t h i n 
the wood you may f i n d the carpenter ant o r , perhaps, the 
white grub that i n time w i l l be a l a r g e wood-boring 
b e e t l e . Down on the moist bottom may be a colony of 
termites. 

Under a piece of loose bark there may be a l i t t l e 
salamander w a i t i n g and watching f o r the t i n y f l y that i n ­
h a b i t s a mushroom growing nearby. 

When the l o g has become s o f t , the f u n g i move i n 
and send t h e i r long f i b r e s along the c e l l s of the wood. 

A l l these i n h a b i t a n t s are "breaker-downers", 
c r e a t i n g m a t e r i a l to r e b u i l d a wonderful world. 

On the outside of the l o g , the l i c h e n s have taken 
hold. Some w i l l be the c r u s t o s e , some f r u t i c o s e l i k e the 
match s t i c k group, and some may be the f o l i o s e that seem 
to be attached to the l o g i n spots. 

Many kinds of mosses spread along the s u r f a c e . As 
these break down, they form s o i l w i t h the help of the dust 
from the a i r . A f t e r the mosses, the poly-pody ferns may 
take hold and grow, and so make the media i n which flower­
ing p l a n t s l i v e . 

The flower seeds are brought i n by the wind, or by 
a b i r d , or, perhaps, i n the f u r of some s m a l l mammal. 

Now shrubs can take h o l d - s a l a l w i t h i t s ever-
d i v i d i n g r o o t s ; the huckleberry brought by the b i r d s ; the 
ocean spray, i t s l i g h t seeds d r i f t i n g on the wind. 
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Our l o g i s now very much a l i v e . I t i s s o f t and 
pulpy so that the seeds of the c o n i f e r s and broadleaf 
trees may f i n d a place to l i v e . Soon they, too, are 
e s t a b l i s h e d . So, g r a d u a l l y , there i s a place f o r shrew 
or f i e l d mouse, f o r a b i r d to b u i l d i t s nest, f o r bees 
and other i n s e c t s to search f o r and f i n d food and s h e l t e r . 

A f t e r years, the o l d l o g has s l o w l y vanished and 
a new l i v i n g world has taken i t s p l a c e . Nothing i s wasted, 
or l o s t . I t has gone back to where i t came from, back to 
a green and l i v i n g world that man h i m s e l f may s u r v i v e . 

Freeman King (1968) 

"Skipper" wrote many a r t i c l e s f o r the " N a t u r a l i s t " 
of which the above i s one c u l l e d from the December i s s u e , 
1968. They are a l l worth re-reading and some th a t can be 
recommended to new readers are:-

(1) "Spring Flowers" February and March 1975 
(2) "Thomas S. Fr a n c i s Park" October 1968 
(3) "New Forest" November 1968 

A SEA DUCK 

by Robert C. Rarbadh 

The scoter scoots w i t h the coots t h r u the s u r f , 
While I , a c l o d of the sod, c u f f the t u r f 
With my boots, and spy w i t h telescope eye, 
Tracing t h e i r r a c i n g , a l i n e i n the sky; 
Or forming a "V", they f l y o'er the sea. 
In f l i g h t or a l i g h t , the s i g h t gets to me. 
A bevy bevels to d i p , then to dive 
To watery grave, then pops up a l i v e . 
B r i g h t heads, bl a c k bodies make me t h e i r doter, 
Lovely i n l i f e , the Common Surf Scoter'. 
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EDITORIAL 

This i s s u e i s dedicated to the memory of "Skipper", 
and we are sure that o l d and new members a l i k e w i l l appre­
c i a t e the gesture. 

The AUDUBON FILM on 10th and 11th March w i l l show 
"Queen of the Cascades". Charles T. Hotchkiss f i l m e d many 
of the w i l d l i f e to be seen i n Mount R a i n i e r Park, and a l s o 
the 14,410 foot climb to the summit, through s p e c t a c u l a r 
scenic Ingraham G l a c i e r ... A t r e a t indeed*. 

The GENERAL MEETING on 14th March w i l l have Leon 
P a v l i c k speaking on P l a n t Ecology, and showing scenes from 
the Okanagan. Those going to t h i s d i s t r i c t t h i s summer 
w i l l have the opportunity to become w e l l primed on what to 
look out f o r . (There i s a p o s s i b i l i t y of a bus tour to the 
Okanagan i n May). 

As you can see from G a i l M i t c h e l l ' s a r t i c l e , she i s 
r e t i r i n g i n May from the J u n i o r N a t u r a l i s t s . We s h a l l be 
hard put to f i n d someone to replace her d e d i c a t i o n i n c a r r y ­
ing on Skipper's work among the young. 

Dr. A l e x Peden, who i s Curator of Marine B i o l o g y , 
has been encouraged to arrange a meeting on Thursday, 
March 16, to discuss the p o s s i b i l i t y of f u t u r e meetings, 
l e c t u r e s and f i e l d t r i p s i n t h i s subject. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA HERITAGE TRUST 

I t has been announced by the M i n i s t r y of Recreation 
and Conservation that the B r i t i s h Columbia Heritage Trust 
w i l l commence work s h o r t l y . The purpose of the Trust i s 
"to support, encourage and f a c i l i t a t e the con s e r v a t i o n , 
maintenance and r e s t o r a t i o n of h e r i t a g e property i n the 
Province." We hope that "property" w i l l mean w i l d l i f e 
h a b i t a t as much as man-made b u i l d i n g s . I f a l l the " H e r i ­
tage" b u i l d i n g s i n the world were to be demolished, i t 
would not a f f e c t our l i f e , except a e s t h e t i c a l l y . But 
n a t u r a l h a b i t a t s are necessary f o r the continuance of our 
l i f e on ea r t h . 

An immediate endowment of one m i l l i o n d o l l a r s has 
been provided from the L o t t e r i e s Fund. 
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THE NEHRING LEGACY 

L e t t e r s on the Society's p o l i c i e s by i n t e r e s t e d 
members w i l l always be welcomed by your e d i t o r . 

Margaret Wainwright's l e t t e r i n the December i s s u e 
i s a case i n po i n t . I f other members would l e t t h e i r views 
be known through the medium of the " N a t u r a l i s t " then our 
d i r e c t o r s would f i n d i t e a s i e r to make d e c i s i o n s . 

The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r i s an answer to Margaret's 
from A.R. Davidson:-

"My personal viewpoint (and I am one of many) i s 
that Mr. Nehring l e f t t h i s legacy to the Soc i e t y f o r the 
b e n e f i t of the S o c i e t y i t s e l f . This i s the view, too, of 
Rob McKenzie-Grieve, who knew Mr. Nehring w e l l and who 
introduced him to the S o c i e t y , so that he j o i n e d , and 
attended some of the meetings. 

Our revenue from dues, the Audubon Lec t u r e s , and 
the i n t e r e s t on our net funds should be placed i n the 
general account and used to put the S o c i e t y i n t o a healthy 
f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n and enable i t to expand. The net c a p i ­
t a l of around $61,000 should be held i n t a c t f o r the time 
being, and not used f o r research. We a l l know the Federal 
and P r o v i n c i a l Governments and Canada's U n i v e r s i t i e s are 
spending m i l l i o n s on environmental s t u d i e s and other pro­
j e c t s of a s i m i l a r nature. 

R a i s i n g the club dues again w i l l only reduce our 
membership and p o s s i b l y our revenue. There i s no need. 
Last year the balance at the bank increased by $2804, and 
the previous year by $2977. We are a non-profitmaking 
s o c i e t y . Let us at l e a s t use the i n t e r e s t to increase 
our membership, enlarge the " N a t u r a l i s t " , and a d v e r t i s e 
our e x i s t e n c e . " 

Signed: A.R. Davidson 

Other suggestions have been to use the Nehring 
money i n va r i o u s ways, i n c l u d i n g : -

(1) To pay the B i r d Count expenses. 
(2) To help the Junior Branch. 
(3) To e r e c t a b l i n d a t Quick's Bottom. 
(4) To preserve a part of Lochside Drive. 
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JANUARY BIRD RECORD 

No. Species Date Area Seen Observer 

1 Wh. Thr. Sparrow l Ascot Pond Area J.B. Tatum 
2 Wood Duck l Q u i c k 1 s Bottom Mike Bentley 
2 Gadwall l i i n i t 

1 Townsend's S o l i t a i r e 2 M y s t i c Lane Helena R o c c h i n i 
2 S l a t e . Juncos 2 1827 McKenzie Wm. F. Stoba 
4 Redhead 2 Portage I n l e t V i c Goodwill 
1 Rhinocerous Auklet 2 Ross Bay L.G. Roberts 
1 Y/B Sapsucker 3 Lovers' Lane Ken Walton 
1 Saw-whet Owl 3 II i i i i i t 

3 Golden eagle 5 Goldstream R. Tom Briggs 
Estuary 

1 Glaucus G u l l 7 Goldstream Park R. S a t t e r f i e l d 
1 R i n g b i l l G u l l 7 i t i t V. Goodwill 
1 Spotted Sandpiper 11 Whiffen S p i t t i 

1 Anna's Hummingbird 15 Florence Lk. Rd. Gwen Briggs 
3 Brow-headed 17 Mclntyre Road V i c Goodwill 

Cowbirds 
12 Rock Sandpiper 19 C a t t l e P o i n t E.& A.R. Davidso 
5 Trumpeter Swan 19 Tod Creek F l a t s i t i t 

34 B a n d - t a i l Pigeon 20 2700 Arbutus Rd. Mary Cla r k 
1 Peregrine Falcon 22 McMicking P o i n t J.B. Tatum 
1 Goshawk 23 Beacon H i l l Pk. B. & M. M e i k e l -

john 
1 Eur. Green Teal 26 Esquimalt Lagoon G.W. C a l v e r t 
2 Skylarks 26 V i c t o r i a A i r p o r t Doug T u r n b u l l 

( I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) 

MARCH PROGRAMME 

TUES. MARCH 7 
FRIDAY MARCH 10 
SAT. MARCH 11 

TUES. MARCH 14 

THURS. MARCH 16 

SAT. MARCH 18 

Executive Meeting. 
AUDUBON FILM: i n Newcombe Auditorium. 
8:00 p.m. Speaker Charles T. Hotch-
k i s s . "Queen of the Cascades". 
GENERAL MEETING: i n Newcome Auditorium 
8:00 p.m. Speaker Leon P a v l i c k . 
P l a n t Ecology w i t h scenes from the 
Okanagan, Thompson P l a t e a u , Keremeos 
and Osoyoos. 
Room 112, P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 8:00 p.m. 
(See Editorial). 

ORNITHOLOGY: Leader Mary Winstone. 
Meet Mayfair Lanes 9:00 a.m. or 
Witty's Lagoon Carpark 9:30. 

JUNIOR PROGRAMME 

WED. MARCH 1 NATURE FILM. 
Room 112, P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 4:00 p.m. 

SAT. MARCH 4 AFTERNOON HIKE. F r a n c i s Park. 
Meet Mayfair Lanes - 1:30 p.m. 

WED. MARCH 15 INDIAN BASKETRY. Dr. Andrew L a f o r e t . 
Room 112, P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 4:00 p.m. 

SAT. MARCH 18 TO SEALAND - to l e a r n about marine 
animals. Meet Mayfair Lanes, 1:30. 
COST: Approx. C h i l d r e n $1.50 

A d u l t s $2.50 
WED. MARCH 29 Room 112, P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 4:00 p.m. 

What i s an E c o l o g i c a l Reserve? 
Jim P o j a r answers the question. 

SAT. APRIL 1 SWAN LAKE NATURE CENTRE. 
Meet Mayfair Lanes, 1:30 p.m. 

MAYFAIR LANES CARPARK 

is on the comer of 

RODERICK & ASH 


