i
i
i

i The
S VICTORIA
NATURALIST

PUBLISHED BY '!‘Hé

VICT}DHIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

VICTORIA, B.C. SEPTEMBER 1976
ISSN 0049-612X ; VOL. 33, NO. 1

ot e §



VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1747, Victoria, B.C. V8W 2Y1

All correspondence, including membership applications and renewals, should be
sent to this address.

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

Albert R. Davidson, George E. Winkler, Miss M.C. Melburn, Miss E.K. Lemon,
Mrs. L.E. Chambers, E.E. Bridgen, Dr. Douglas B. Sparling, Mrs. H.W.S. Soulsby

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 1976 - 77

Brosiden®ae S oo iN: . . L a e e A. Douglas Turnbull — 592-6025
Vice-Bresidentaei i e i s Eric M. Counsell — 386-3989
Immediate Past President . ................. R. Yorke Edwards — 598-7503
T Ay e e e e Mrs. Jean Rimmington — 592-6037

il M SRR S John P. Hutchings — 477-1964

DIRECTORS 1976 - 77

HareldtH osford e o . et N e . 478-5794
MrsSGailiNlitcRellii e e e e e e 4779248
D ERMUrphye el S e T s e e 385-5357
BEsBeANRoss S ynn Cren ot i T S 2 e 598-3614
NussRave subtillfeaR ol s aien D s | 5 s MaEir i S ARy S 477-4583
COORDINATORS

PROGRAMME: = e o 5 il b Dr. D.A. Ross — 598-3614
THEVICTORTANATURALIST 0. ooolis v i i Harold Hosford —478-5794
AUDTBONIBIEMS S S S S i e Miss Anne Adamson — 598-1623
JUNIOR NATURALISTS. . .50 - oo o e e o Mrs. Gail Mitchell —477-9248
MEMBERSHYPESSS0 rcl ol ¢ ¢ Dennis & Kaye Suttill —477.4583
BOTANN . 05 S0 el i it B T SR i Mrs. Ros Pojar — 592-4786
ENTOMOL OGN s O e S it - A Dr. D.A. Ross — 598-3614
MARINEBIOHOGY e e e Dr. Alex Peden — 652-3598
ORNEFTHOLOGY e o s o i bl ol 0 Mike Shepherd — 387-3544

Tim Murphy — 385-5357
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTION . . .. ............ Ken T. Seaborne — 477-4378
LIBRARTANIS . . ot o 55 2 % i o s s A.R. Davidson — 598-3088
UNIVERSITY LIATSON, v 2o 26w & e eiooises Dr. Alan P. Austin —479-7889

Annual Dues, including subscription to “The Victoria Naturalist”:
Junior — $2.50 Golden Age Single — $4.00 Regular Single — $5.00
Family (Golden or Regular ) — $7.50 Sustaining — $25.00

Junior Membership is restricted to those not under 8 years and not over 18 years.
Financial year is May 1 to April 30. New members joining after Jan. 1 — half fee.

THE VICTORTIA NATURALTIST
Published by
THE VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

VOL. 33, NO. 1 SEPTEMBER, 1976

EDIBLE CARROT OR POISON HEMLOCK?
by T.C. Brayshaw

Last spring, in Victoria, a small child ate a piece of
a plant that was thought at the time to be a Wild Carrot.
On examination, the plant proved to be a Poison Hemlock.
Fortunately, there were no ill effects in this case, but
the incident drew attention to the ease with which these
twe related plants can be mistaken for each other,

The sﬁimilarities and the differences of Wild Carrot
and Poison Hemlock are shown in the accompanying sketch,

The two plants have many similarities. Both plants are
members of the Parsley Family (Umbelliferae) and have its
characteristic type of flower cluster, called an umbel,
with many flower stems radiating from the tip of the
stem, and a ring of bracts (small leaves) around the
radiating point. Both have tall stems rising from the
tap roots, finely cut fern-like leaves whose bases sheath
the stems, and many small white flowers. Both are weedy
plants of field and waste ground which have become very
common in the Victoria area and may be found in other
areas of the province.

The most conspicuous differences between the two plants
are to be seen in the stems. The stem of the Wild Carrot
is solid in cross section, hairy and without spots, while
that of the Poison Hemlock is hollow, smooth and spotted
and blotched in purple.

COVER - Those eyes peering out at you from this month's

cover are Irish eyes, the eyes of a Red Irish
Lord (Hemilepidotus hemilepidotus) that confronted

Brent Cooke, in the waters off Saxe Point, Victoria,

in December, 1974.




The leaves of Che plants aredifferent. Wild Carrot
leaves aremuch longer than they arewide, hairy onthe
leaf stalks, and thestem leaves areless intricately
dissected than thebasal leaves. By contrast, Poison
Hemlock leaves arebroadly triangular inoutline,
hairless, and al I leaves on a plant aresinilar i n
character although differing insize. The bracts (small
leaves at the topof thestem under the flower stems)
of theWild Carrot arelong and deeply dissected, while
those of thePoison Hemlock areshorter, quite small
and undivided.

The roots and seeds of the two plants also have
distinguishing features. |1 fthetaproot ispulled up
and cutopen, that of theWild Carrot i1ssolid, as in
the well-known cultivated carrot, while that of the
Poison Hemlock is hollow at thetop. The seed, or fruit,
of theWild Carrot 1 selongated andbristly, while that
of thePoison Hemlock is round and ribbed.

There aremany kinds of plants, both cultivated and
wild, that arepoisonous tohumans. 1 fyou suspect
that a child, or an adult for that matter, has eaten
part of such a plant, seek medical advice 1immediately.
If youcan, obtain a specimen of theplant and have i t
identified. The Curator and staff of theBotany Division
of theProvincial Museum i nVictoria will help you in
this regard. The phone number i s387-6513. Youmay find
that your concern was unfounded and that no harm has
been done. On theother hand, your prompt action may
have saved a life.

BRACTS
Short,
undivided,

POISON HEMLOCK

tCohiurn maculatuml

LEAF
Broadly
triangular,
hairless.

STEM

Hairless,
purple-spotted,
hollow.

TAP  ROOT
(cut open)

Hollow at top.



