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T H E V I C T O R I A N A T U R A L I S T 

P u b l i s h e d by 
THE VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

VOL. 3 1 , No. 10 JUNE 1975 

A BIRD FOR ALL SEASONS 
by H a r o l d H o s f o r d 

Thanks t o K e i t h T a y l o r , who drew t h e s k e t c h 
w h i c h g r a c e s o u r c o v e r and much o f t h i s y e a r ' s 
C.N.F. C o n f e r e n c e p u b l i c i t y m a t e r i a l , t h e V a r i e d 
T h r u s h has become a l i t t l e b e t t e r known a c r o s s 
Canada. Why d i d we choose t h i s c o l o u r f u l w e s t e r n e r 
t o h e l p i n v i t e Canada's n a t u r a l i s t s t o V i c t o r i a ? 
F i r s t ; i t wasn't an a c c i d e n t a l c h o i c e , we had u l ­
t e r i o r m o t i v e s . Second; we hoped t o use t h e power 
o f t h e u n i f i e d v o i c e o f Canada's f o r e m o s t n a t u r a l ­
i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n t o s u p p o r t o u r c a s e i n a p u r e l y 
l o c a l i s s u e . 

F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , V i c t o r i a n a t u r a l i s t s , and 
th e V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y i n p a r t i c u l a r 
- and w i t h t h e f u l l s u p p o r t o f F e d e r a t i o n o f 
B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a N a t u r a l i s t s - have been o r g a n i z ­
i n g s u p p o r t t o have t h e V a r i e d T h r u s h r e c o g n i z e d 
as t h e o f f i c i a l B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a b i r d . We have 
o u r p r o v i n c i a l f l o w e r - t h e dogwood - why no t a 
p r o v i n c i a l b i r d ? And what more a p p r o p r i a t e c h o i c e 
f o r s u c h r e c o g n i t i o n t h a n t h e V a r i e d T h r u s h . 

T h i s b i g , b o l d , c o n f i d e n t , c o l o u r f u l and 
s a g a c i o u s b i r d t y p i f i e s B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . I t 
summers i n o u r m o u n tain f o r e s t s from t h e Yukon t o 
th e U.S. Boundary and i s a f a m i l i a r o c c u p a n t o f 

Cover 
V a r i e d Thrush (Ixoreus naevius) 

Pen and Ink S k e t c h by K e i t h T a y l o r 
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o u r p a r k s , g o l f c o u r s e s and wooded r e s i d e n t i a l 
a r e a s o f t h e so u t h w e s t e v e r y w i n t e r . O n l y i n t h e 
n o r t h e a s t , where t h e aspen p a r k l a n d s s l i c e a c r o s s 
t h e Peace R i v e r c o u n t r y , i s t h e V a r i e d T h r u s h a 
s t r a n g e r t o B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a n s . No o t h e r b i r d c an 
make such a wide c l a i m t o l a n d e d s t a t u s i n t h i s 
p r o v i n c e . 

Somehow, when I t h i n k o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , I 
t h i n k o f s h i n i n g m o u n t a i n s and d a r k , g r e e n f o r e s t s , 
and when I t h i n k o f s h i n i n g mountains and d a r k , 
g r e e n f o r e s t s I t h i n k o f V a r i e d T h r u s h e s . 

What do you t h i n k ? 

* * * * * * 

A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF THE VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

by A . R . Davidson 

As a copy o f o u r June i s s u e i s t o be g i v e n t o 
a l l t h o s e a t t e n d i n g t h e C a n a d i a n N a t u r e C o n f e r e n c e 
i t i s f i t t i n g t h a t some a c c o u n t o f o u r S o c i e t y be 
i n c l u d e d . 

L e t me go back t o t h e b e g i n n i n g . On March 
26, 1890, a few gentlemen met i n t h e P r o v i n c i a l 
Museum and t h e r e and t h e n t h e N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
S o c i e t y o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a was formed, 40 g e n t l e ­
men s i g n i f y i n g t h e i r w i s h t o j o i n . On A p r i l 12 o f 
the same y e a r t h e y h e l d t h e i r f i r s t f i e l d m e e t i n g 
a t Cadboro Bay, a t t e n d e d by 14 members, among them 
Mr. J . F a n n i n , t h e Museum C u r a t o r , and Dr. C.F. 
Newcombe, whose name i s p e r p e t u a t e d i n t h e 
Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m . 

T h i s o r i g i n a l S o c i e t y c o n t i n u e d u n t i l March 
3, 1933, when i t was d i s s o l v e d . So f a r i t has n o t 
been p o s s i b l e t o l o c a t e any o f i t s m i n u t e s o r 
m a n u s c r i p t s b u t i t i s r e c o r d e d t h a t many p r o m i n e n t 
V i c t o r i a n s were members and o f f i c e r s . All men you 
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understand. Ladies were very useful bringing up 
the children and other household duties, but not 
to engage in such a serious matter as natural 
history. 

We do know however t h a t i n t h e f a l l o f 1903 
th e y i m p o r t e d 100 S k y l a r k s from Europe and r e l e a s e d 
them. And t h a t i n 1913 a n o t h e r 49 were l i b e r a t e d . 

I t i s easy t o i m a g i n e t h o s e t a l l - h a t t e d 
g entlemen ( I have a p h o t o g r a p h o f t h e f i r s t f i e l d 
m e e t i n g mentioned above) d r i v i n g up t h e h i l l t o 
F i n n e r t y ' s f i e l d s , where t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f V i c t o r i a 
i s now s i t u a t e d , o p e n i n g t h e cages and w a t c h i n g 
t h o s e S k y l a r k s f l y i n g round t h e i r new t e r r i t o r y . 

, I t must have s u i t e d t h e b i r d s , because t h e y 
have been r e s i d e n t e v e r s i n c e . L a s t y e a r a t l e a s t 
s e v e n p a i r s n e s t e d on t h e U n i v e r s i t y p r o p e r t y i n 
s p i t e o f t h e change from t h e q u i e t p a s t u r e s o f 
1903 t o t h e p r e s e n t c l u s t e r s o f b u i l d i n g s , a c r e s 
o f b l a c k t o p crowded w i t h c a r s , and th o u s a n d s o f 
s t u d e n t s . 

From 1933 t h e r e was a h i a t u s o f 11 y e a r s , b u t 
i n A p r i l , 1944, a m e e t i n g was h e l d i n t h e Museum 
and, t o quote from t h e e d i t o r i a l o f t h e f i r s t i s ­
sue o f t h e V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t , d a t e d A p r i l 1944 
- "By t h e number t h a t a t t e n d e d t h i s m e e t i n g , and 
by t h e i r e n t h u s i a s m , i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t a s o c i e t y 
o f t h i s t y p e has l o n g been needed i n t h i s d i s ­
t r i c t . " 

And so i t was! A l i s t o f members p r i n t e d i n 
the March, 1947, i s s u e gave t h e membership as 111, 
and t h i s has i n c r e a s e d s t e a d i l y o v e r t h e y e a r s . 

On Oc t o b e r 14, 1947, t h e f i r s t Audubon l e c ­
t u r e s were p r e s e n t e d , Roger Tory P e t e r s o n b e i n g 
one o f t h e f i r s t s p e a k e r s . F i v e l e c t u r e s were 
g i v e n a n n u a l l y u n t i l 1960, a t t e n d e d so w e l l t h a t 
f o r t h e n e x t n i n e y e a r s e a c h l e c t u r e was g i v e n 
t w i c e , and from 1969 t o t h e p r e s e n t o u r S o c i e t y 
has s p o n s o r e d one ma t i n e e and two e v e n i n g l e c t u r e s 
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( f i f t e e n l e c t u r e s i n a l l ) each w i n t e r . 

By 1958, n a t u r a l h i s t o r y s o c i e t i e s h a v i n g c o n ­
s i d e r a b l y i n c r e a s e d i n numbers i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 
Mrs. G l a d y s S o u l s b y (who was p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
V.N.H.S. a t t h a t t i m e ) p r o p o s e d t h a t a F e d e r a t i o n 
o f B.C. S o c i e t i e s be formed. To t h i s end a m e e t i n g 
was h e l d on F e b r u a r y 16 o f t h a t y e a r . F u r t h e r 
m e e t i n g s o v e r t h e y e a r s r e s u l t e d i n t h e B.C. N a t u r e 
C o u n c i l b e i n g o f f i c i a l l y formed on May 11, 1963, 
w i t h seven s o c i e t i e s r e p r e s e n t e d . The name was 
l a t e r changed t o t h e F e d e r a t i o n o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a 
N a t u r a l i s t s , w h i c h , as o f March t h i s y e a r , i n c l u d e d 
more t h a n 5,000 p e o p l e i n 34 c l u b s , p l u s about 500 
d i r e c t members. 

The F e d e r a t i o n i s s u e s a q u a r t e r l y n e w s l e t t e r , 
e d i t e d by E l t o n A. An d e r s o n , and a copy i s s e n t t o 
a l l members. 

Our S o c i e t y has had i t s ups and downs, f i ­
nances sometimes b e i n g a t a low ebb, but t h e 
N a t u r a l i s t has n e v e r m i s s e d a number, n i n e , and 
sometimes t e n , i s s u e s b e i n g m a i l e d each y e a r t o 
ev e r y member, t o Museums, U n i v e r s i t i e s and o t h e r 
n a t u r a l h i s t o r y s o c i e t i e s a c r o s s Canada. 

****** 

FIELD STUDIES OF THE FALCONIFORMES 
OF BRITISH COLUMBIA  

V u l t u r e s , Hawks, F a l c o n s , E a g l e s by F . L . Beebe 
B r i t i s h Columbia P r o v i n c i a l Museum, No. 17. 
O c c a s i o n a l Paper S e r i e s 

A Review by David S t i r l i n g 

Mr. Beebe, B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a ' s p r o t a g o n i s t o f 
f a l c o n r y and undoubted e x p e r t on hawks i n t h e hand 
and i n the b u s h has c o n s i g n e d t o a 163 page, 
7-1/2" x 10" " O c c a s i o n a l P a p e r " , a l i f e t i m e ' s 
e x p e r i e n c e w i t h b i r d s o f p r e y . 
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L e t me say a t t h e o u t s e t t h a t we have h e r e an 
e x c e l l e n t book. The a u t h o r m o s t l y s t i c k s t o t h e , 
f a c t s * O n l y o c c a s i o n a l l y does t h e e x p e c t e d Beebe 
b i a s appear. T h i s book, i n f a c t , seems r a t h e r 
tame t o me a f t e r r e a d i n g some o f t h e a u t h o r ' s 
e a r l y works such as t h e "Myth o f t h e V a n i s h i n g 
P e r e g r i n e . " But p o s s i b l y t h i s i s t o be e x p e c t e d 
as t h i s , h i s l a t e s t book, has been p u b l i s h e d by 
t h a t a u g u s t i n s t i t u t i o n , t h e P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 

I n t h e p r e f a c e Beebe g i v e s t h a n k s t o a b a t ­
t e r y o f f a l c o n e r s and t h e i r t o a d i e s who have 
c o n t r i b u t e d t h e i r knowledge: o t h e r s - t h e b i r d ­
w a t c h e r s - appear t o have been more o r l e s s 
i g n o r e d . Here, t o o , we h e a r f r o m t h e g r e a t god o f 
game management, A l d o L e o p o l d , who c o n s i d e r e d 
f a l c o n r y , " A l l i n a l l t h e i d e a l hobby." More r e ­
c e n t l y , R o b e r t A r b i b , w r i t i n g i n A m e r i c a n B i r d s 
s a y s , " F a l c o n r y i s a u s e l e s s and i n some a s p e c t s 
an inhumane a c t i v i t y ... promoted as a glamorous 
a c t i v i t y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h m e d i e v a l n o b i l i t y ... ego 
g r a t i f i c a t i o n 

T h i s book i s w e l l o r g a n i z e d and p r e s e n t e d . 
The c h a p t e r s on g e o g r a p h i c a l o r i g i n s , f u n c t i o n a l 
a d a p t a t i o n s , s o c i a l b e h a v i o r and o t h e r a s p e c t s o f 
hawk b i o l o g y a r e v e r y good i n d e e d . O n l y i n t h e 
c h a p t e r on human a t t i t u d e s , when t h e a u t h o r l a p s e s 
i n t o a f u l m i n a t i o n on J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n w i l d l i f e 
e t h i c s , does he g e t s l i g h t l y r i d i c u l o u s . 

The s p e c i e s a c c o u n t s c o n t a i n a w e a l t h o f i n ­
f o r m a t i o n . The a u t h o r emphasizes t h e d i f f i c u l t y 
t h a t even e x p e r i e n c e d f a l c o n e r s have i n i d e n t i ­
f y i n g and s e p a r a t i n g hawks. On t h e g r e y phase o f 
th e G y r f a l c o n he s a y s , " V e r y d i f f i c u l t , sometimes 
i m p o s s i b l e t o d i s t i n g u i s h w i t h c e r t a i n t y f r o m 
t h r e e o t h e r s p e c i e s t h e p e r e g r i n e f a l c o n , 
p r a i r i e f a l c o n and goshawk." I wonder how v a l i d 
a r e t h e r e c o r d s o f Cooper's Hawks, Goshawks, 
P e r e g r i n e F a l c o n s and G y r f a l c o n s from t h e V i c t o r i a 
a r e a ? A l l would-be e x p e r t s p l e a s e t a k e heed. I 
had hoped t o see i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e a l t i t u d i n a l 
m i g r a t i o n s o f R e d - t a i l e d and Swainson's Hawks w h i c h 
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i s a n o t i c e a b l e f e a t u r e o f August and September i n 
t h e B.C. I n t e r i o r . I had t h o u g h t , t o o , t h a t t h e 
a u t h o r might m e n t i o n t h e o p p o r t u n i s t i c h a b i t o f 
t h e b o r e a l Goshawks w h i c h a r o u s e t h e i r e o f t r a p ­
p e r s by r e g u l a r l y s t e a l i n g s m a l l mammals a l o n g 
t r a p l i n e s ; and t h a t t h i s hawk a l s o c a c h e s p r e y and 
even has been o b s e r v e d t o come t o c a r r i o n . 

Beebe i s one o f t h e few n a t u r a l i s t s l e f t who 
s t i l l b e l i e v e s t h a t D.D.T. has not been a major 
f a c t o r i n t h e d e c l i n e o f t h e p e r e g r i n e and o t h e r 
b i r d s . W e l l , some p e o p l e s t i l l i n s i s t t h a t t h e 
E a r t h i s f l a t . 

Beebe's i l l u s t r a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y h i s 
f l i g h t s i l h o u e t t e s , a r e an e x c e l l e n t a i d t o i d e n ­
t i f i c a t i o n . 

I s t r o n g l y recommend t h a t a l l b i r d w a t c h e r s 
buy o r borrow a copy o f t h i s book as soon as 
p o s s i b l e . I t s h o u l d be r e q u i r e d r e a d i n g f o r 
ever y o n e i n t e r e s t e d i n B r i t i s h C olumbia's 
V u l t u r e s , Hawks, F a l c o n s , and E a g l e s . 

* * * * * * 

I T ' S NOT TOO LATE TO GET IN ON CNF '75 

Here's a run-dcwn on some o f t h e t h i n g s hap­
p e n i n g a t U. V i c . between June 12 and 16 when t h e 
Canadian N a t u r e F e d e r a t i o n h o l d s i t s a n n u a l 
c o n f e r e n c e t h e r e . Why not j o i n i n t h e f u n . 

Thursday, June 12:- 6 a.m. B i r d Walk; 6 a.m. 
B o t a n i c a l Beach; 8:30 & 9:30 a.m. Mandarte I s l . ; 
9 a.m. Uplands P a r k ; 9 a.m. E a s t Sooke P a r k ; 
11:15 a.m. C a t t l e P o i n t ; 2 p.m. G o l d s t r e a m P a r k ; 

p.m. F r a n c i s P a r k; 10 p.m. S t a r g a z i n g . 

F r i d a y , June 13: 6 a.m. B i r d Walk; 6 a.m. B o t a n i ­ 
c a l Beach; 8:30 & 9:30 a.m. Mandarte I s l . ; 9 a.m. 
Uplands P a r k ; 9 a.m. E a s t Sooke P a r k ; 11:30 a.m. 
C a t t l e P o i n t ; 2 p.m. I s l a n d View; 2 p.m. T h e t i s L. 
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7:30 p.m. Opening N a t u r e A r t '75 P r o v i n c i a l 
A r c h i v e s ; 8 p.m. V i s i t P r o v i n c i a l Museum; 10 p.m. 
Dominion A s t r o p h y s i c a l O b s e r v a t o r y . 

S a t u r d a y , June 14:- 6 a.m. B i r d Walk; 9 a.m. CNF 
B u s i n e s s M e e t i n g ; 11:30 a.m. B.C. Government 
s p o n s o r e d Luncheon; 1:30 p.m. C o n f e r e n c e Opens; 
2 p.m. W i l d M o u n t a i n s F r a g i l e Seas, R.Y. Edwards; 
3:15 p.m. The N a t u r e o f Western F o r e s t s , Dr. Ted 
Bak e r ; 4:10 The Submarine Zoo, B r e n t Cooke; 
6 p.m. Happy Hour; 7 p.m. Banquet. 

Sunday, June 15:- 6 a.m. B i r d Walk; 9:30 a.m. 
R i c h E s t u a r i e s , Dr. K e i t h Wade; 10:30 a.m. Top o f 
the W o r l d , Ted U n d e r h i l l ; 11:30 a.m. P a c i f i c 
Ocean B i r d s , R. Wayne C a m p b e l l ; 12:15 Lunch; 1:30 
p.m. Okanagan C o u n t r y , S t e v e C a n n i n g s ; 2:15 p.m. 
The F i s h e s Out T h e r e , Dr. John M c l n e r n e y ; 3:15 How 
Dead l y A r e O i l S p i l l s , Dr. Wm. A u s t i n ; 4 p.m. 
C o n f e r e n c e Sum-up; 6:30 P i c n i c ( h o p e f u l l y ) . 

Monday, June 16:- 6 a.m. B i r d Walk; 8 a.m. 
P a c i f i c Rim; 9 a.m. S a l t S p r i n g I s l • ; 9 a.m. 
Lagoons; 9 a.m. I s l a n d View. 

E v e n t s u n d e r l i n e d a r e F i e l d T r i p s . Time f o r 
them i n d i c a t e s time l e a v i n g U. V i c . 

C o n f e r e n c e R e g i s t r a t i o n Fee $15.00 
Banquet ( S a t u r d a y June 14) $ 6.00 

Banquet s p e a k e r Dr. A.F. S z c z a w i n s k i , C u r a t o r 
o f B o t a n y , B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a P r o v i n c i a l Museum, 
V i c t o r i a . 

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t -

Mrs. M a r g a r e t W a i n w r i g h t , 
C.N.F. C o n f e r e n c e , 
3260 E x e t e r Road, 
V i c t o r i a , V8R 6H6 
Phone: 595-8113 

* * * * * * 
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VICTORIA WATER 
by John L. Rimmington 

The m e d i c a l p e o p l e have a n o t h e r s c a r e f o r us. 
I t a ppears the p e o p l e who d r i n k s o f t w a t e r s u f f e r 
h e a r t f a i l u r e a t a s l i g h t l y h i g h e r r a t e t h a n t h o s e 
who d r i n k h a r d w a t e r . T h i s appears t o be f a i r l y 
c e r t a i n b u t no one can g i v e any e x p l a n a t i o n as t o 
why a l i t t l e l i m e i n t h e w a t e r can make any d i f -
f e r e n c e . There a r e t h e o r i e s , o f c o u r s e , b ut 
n o t h i n g d e f i n i t e . 

The w a ter i n V i c t o r i a comes from Sooke Lake 
and the G o l d s t r e a m R i v e r and s i n c e i t f l o w s down 
from h a r d u n d i s s o l v a b l e r o c k s , i t i s about as p u r e 
m i n e r a l l y as w a t e r i n a r a i n b a r r e l . I t i s v e r y 
s l i g h t l y a c i d . 

I n the o l d days p e o p l e somehow were s u s p i c i o u s 
o f s u c h c l e a r w a t e r and a market s p r a n g up f o r 
w a t e r w i t h a l i t t l e more " t a n g " t o i t . Two main 
s o u r c e s were found i n V i c t o r i a . 

N o r t h o f F a i r f i e l d Road west o f Moss S t r e e t 
was a c o m m e r c i a l s p r i n g whose w a t e r s were h i g h l y 
esteemed l o c a l l y . An o l d negro p e d a l l e d t h e w a t e r , 
c a r r y i n g i t i n a f l a t wagon i n s t o n e j a r s , and 
vended i t as " C r y s t a l S p r i n g Water." 

On S p r i n g Road west o f Fernwood between Pem­
br o k e and Denman was a s p r i n g whose esteemed 
w a t e r s p e r c o l a t e d down from a g l a c i a l g r a v e l r i d g e . 
The a r e a a r o u n d t h e s p r i n g was cemented and s t e p s 
b u i l t down t o t h e a r e a . Some o f th e g r a v e l f r o m 
the same r i d g e was e x c a v a t e d i n a p i t n e a r b y . The 
f i l l e d - i n p i t i s now th e s i t e o f V i c t o r i a H i g h 
S c h o o l . 

E a s t o f Kamloops and P r i n c e t o n t h e water i s 
o v e r - m i n e r a l i z e d and f a r m e r s f i n d i t can u p s e t 
t h e i r cows' stomachs as e f f e c t i v e l y as any 
l a x a t i v e . 

I n the S a a n i c h P e n i n s u l a around S i d n e y some 
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w e l l w a t e r s a r e q u i t e h a r d w i t h c a l c i u m c o n t e n t . 
On a f a r m n o r t h o f t h e a i r p o r t one o f t h e s p r i n g s 
has so h i g h an i r o n c o n t e n t t h a t b i g chunks o f 
v e r y p u r e i r o n o r e a r e b u i l t up where t h e s p r i n g s 
s u r f a c e . 

The n e a r e s t warm m i n e r a l s p r i n g i s a t A l b e r n i . 

S t r a n g e l y enough, o u r a n c e s t o r s seemed aware 
t h a t m i n e r a l i z e d w a t e r was b e t t e r t h a n s o f t e r 
w a t e r , even as f a r back as Roman t i m e s o r even t o 
the a r r i v a l o f t h e w h i t e man t o V i c t o r i a . The 
" M y s t i c S p r i n g " n e a r Cadboro Bay Road and S i n c l a i r 
s t i l l r u n s f r e e l y b u t i n e a r l y days i t s w a t e r s were 
v e n e r a t e d by I n d i a n s f a r and n e a r , as d e s c r i b e d i n 
t h e December 1969 " N a t u r a l i s t . " 

A c t u a l l y , V i c t o r i a w a t e r i s i d e a l f o r making 
t e a , a f a c t much a p p r e c i a t e d b e h i n d t h e Tweed Cu r ­
t a i n i n Oak Bay. 

F o r t h o s e who a r e v e r y n e r v o u s about t h e e x t r a 
p u r i t y o f our w a t e r s p e r h a p s some b o t t l e d w a t e r 
made by a d d i n g a p i n c h o f p r e c i p i t a t e d c h a l k m i g h t 
s u f f i c e . The l i m e so added w i l l h a r d e n t h e w a t e r 
and e l i m i n a t e t h e a c i d . I wo u l d n ' t s u g g e s t a d d i n g 
i t t o t h e b a t h w a t e r because o u r c i t y w a t e r i s 
i d e a l f o r b a t h i n g and e s p e c i a l l y d e s i r a b l e f o r 
w a s h i n g h a i r . 

* * * * * * 

ALIKE AND DIFFERENT 
by R e i t a S p a r l i n g 

When the S p a r l i n g s d e c i d e d t o go s o u t h we 
chose B r o w n s v i l l e , Texas, f o r o u r h e a d q u a r t e r s be­
cause i t i s n e a r M e x i c o and c l o s e t o t h e G u l f o f 
Mex i c o . 

We a r r i v e d h e r e i n t h e f i r s t week o f November. 
What we d i d and saw g e t t i n g h e r e i s a s t o r y i n i t ­
s e l f w i t h p l e n t y o f s u r p r i z e s and a few d i s a p p o i n t ­
ments. One o f t h e l a t t e r was b e i n g 'out o f season' 
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f o r t h e C a l i f o r n i a C o ndors. 
G e t t i n g check l i s t s i s a l w a y s a g r e a t h e l p . 

We g o t two s u r p r i z e s on f i r s t r e a d i n g t h e l i s t f o r 
t h e L a g u n a - A t a s c o s a Refuge, j u s t e a s t o f Browns­
v i l l e , when we found no Crows o r M a l l a r d s l i s t e d . 
M o t t l e d Ducks a p p a r e n t l y r e p l a c e M a l l a r d s h e r e b u t 
150 m i l e s n o r t h , a t Corpus C h r i s t i , M a l l a r d s ap­
p e a r on t h e l i s t a g a i n . 

There were many o t h e r k i n d s o f d u c k s , a l l 
f a m i l i a r t o us, and s e v e r a l k i n d s o f geese; 
Canadas were t h e most common b u t B l u e s and Snows 
were a l s o abundant. As u s u a l , some l i s t s showed 
t h e s e l a s t two as s e p a r a t e s p e c i e s . One b o o k l e t 
even made t h e amusing s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h e y be 
cou n t e d as one s p e c i e s when n o t seen and as two 
when seen. We d i d ! 

P a r t o f t h e r e f u g e i s seeded t o g r a i n as f o o d 
f o r t h e w a t e r f o w l . But t h i s y e a r , f o r some as y e t 
unknown r e a s o n t h e geese l e f t i n m i d - w i n t e r . No 
one seems t o know f o r where o r why. A shar p f r o s t 
i n December, which accompanied a g e n e r a l l y poor 
w i n t e r , may have had a p a r t i n moving t h e b i r d s . 

We c o u l d name a l l t h e l i t t l e s h o r e b i r d s we 
saw a l o n g t h e G u l f - and one b i g one - t h e Long-
b i l l e d C u r lew. We have seen more L o n g - b i l l e d 
C u r l e w s t h i s y e a r t h a n i n a l l our o t h e r y e a r s p u t 
t o g e t h e r . By t h e f i r s t o f March most o f t h e 
s h o r e b i r d s and w a t e r b i r d s had l e f t f o r t h e n o r t h . 

S e v e r a l k i n d s o f e g r e t s can be seen, i n c l u d ­
i n g t h a t clown t h e R e d d i s h E g r e t w h i c h goes 
t h r o u g h such s t r a n g e g y r a t i o n s t o s t i r up t h e 
w a t e r around i t - o r so we i n t e r p r e t t h e i r a c t i o n s . 
There were a l s o G r e a t B l u e , L i t t l e B l u e , B l a c k -
crowned and G r e a t White Herons - t h e l a s t , seen a t 
th e S a n t a Ana Refuge on t h e R i o Grande west o f 
B r o w n s v i l l e . 

A few s p e c i e s o f M e x i c a n b i r d s make t h e i r way 
i n t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h e r e and one, t h e G r e a t -
t a i l e d G r a c k l e , comes o v e r i n h o a r d s . They a r e 
c e r t a i n l y w e l l named and when t h e y g e t t o g e t h e r i n 
one o f t h e n i g h t r o o s t s , a r e h a r d t o o v e r l o o k . 
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One M e x i c a n we were p a r t i c u l a r l y p l e a s e d t o 
f i n d was the C l a y - c o l o r e d R o b i n , w h i c h i s j u s t 
t h a t . B i r d e r s h e r e a r e a l s o p l e a s e d t h a t t h e 
Brown J a y has become e s t a b l i s h e d n o r t h o f t h e 
B o r d e r and now n e s t s n e a r t h e F a l c o n Dam f a r t h e r 
up t h e R i o Grande. We p l a n t o g e t up t h e r e and 
see them. 

One o f t h e most e x c i t i n g e v e n t s o f o u r t r i p 
has been t h e v i s i t t o A r a n s a s and t h e Whoopers. 
There a r e now o n l y 49 i n t h e w i l d , b u t t h e 23 i n 
zoos around t h e c o u n t r y h e l p make t h e p i c t u r e a 
l i t t l e b r i g h t e r . 

A board a well-named c r a f t "The Whooping 
Crane" w i t h a bout 40 o t h e r p a s s e n g e r s , we were 
a b l e t o l o o k i n on t h e c r a n e s w i t h ease. The 
o p e r a t o r s o f t h e boat o f f e r a money back g u a r a n t e e 
i f no c r a n e s a r e s i g h t e d . We d i d n o t g e t o u r 
money back. We saw c r a n e s ! 

The f i r s t were 4 f a r away b u t c e r t a i n l y 
Whooping Crane s . Then 2 were see n , v e r y c l o s e , 
and p h o t o g r a p h e d . They even whoopedl Then a t h i r d 
g r o u p was seen i n t h e d i s t a n c e and t h e C a p t a i n o f 
t h e Whooping Crane s a i d t h a t we would have t o t a k e 
h i s word f o r i t t h a t t h e s m a l l e s t b i r d i n t h i s 
g roup was t h e one and o n l y young Whooping Crane t o 
come s o u t h i n 1974. 

O n l y one. 

* * * * * * 

THE PARKSVILLE WEEKEND 
by Dorothy and Jack W i l l i a m s 

T h i s u p - i s l a n d a d v e n t u r e drew about 25 en­
t h u s i a s t s , i n c l u d i n g one from V a n c o u v e r , and w i t h 
t h e c o m plete c o o p e r a t i o n o f t h e weatherman, e v e r y ­
one s h a r e d an i n t e r e s t i n g t i m e . 

We met i n P a r k s v i l l e and s e t o f f f o r t h e 
M a r s h a l l - S t e v e n s o n S a n c t u a r y on t h e L i t t l e Q u a l i -
cum R i v e r where t h e r e s i d e n t n a t u r a l i s t , . N e i l Dawe, 
l e d us on a t o u r o f t h e a r e a . 
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On t h e beach t h e w i n d was t r o u b l e s o m e b u t we 
managed t o see f l o c k s o f B l a c k B r a n t and Bona­
p a r t e ' s G u l l s a t t h e mouth o f t h e r i v e r . R e t u r n i n g 
t o t h e woods we saw Water P i p i t s and K i l l d e e r s and, 
once i n t h e s h e l t e r o f t h e t r e e s , began t o see 
Yellow-rumped W a r b l e r s ( b o t h Audubon's and M y r t l e ) , 
Orange-crowned W a r b l e r s and Ruby-crowned K i n g l e t s . 
The f o r e s t f l o o r was c a r p e t e d w i t h t r i l l i u m and 
y e l l o w v i o l e t s b o r d e r e d t h e p a t h s . 

Not w a n t i n g t o waste any d a y l i g h t we f i n i s h e d 
o f f t h e f i r s t day a t E n g l i s h m a n R i v e r F a l l s P a r k , 
a b e a u t i f u l s p o t and one wh i c h seldom f a i l s t o 
produce something i n t e r e s t i n g . T h i s t i m e was no 
e x c e p t i o n . We n o t o n l y saw a p a i r o f D i p p e r s b u t 
go t a p r e t t y good i d e a o f where t h e i r n e s t was as 
w e l l . 

S a t u r d a y n i g h t was stormy b u t Sunday dawned 
b r i l l i a n t l y c l e a r . W i t h t h e wi n d s t i l l n e a r g a l e 
f o r c e we abandoned a t r i p t o t h e exposed P a r k s -
v i l l e f l a t s and chose t h e B i g Q u a l i c u m R i v e r 
i n s t e a d . 

An h o u r ' s w a l k u p s t r e a m t o w a r d Horn Lake p r o ­
duced more Orange-crowned and Yellow-rumped 
W a r b l e r s , K i n g f i s h e r s , Ravens, B a l d E a g l e s , T u r k e y 
V u l t u r e s , G r e a t B l u e Herons, hundreds o f s w a l l o w s 
and a n o t h e r D i p p e r . T h i s t i m e we found i t s n e s t 
under a b r i d g e . 

A r a t h e x s u r p r i z i n g s i g h t a l o n g t h e r i v e r was 
a G r e a t B l u e Heron w h i c h r o s e ahead o f us and went 
s o a r i n g i n t o t h e c l e a r b l u e s k y l i k e some g r e a t 
hawk. 

A f t e r t h e f i s h h a t c h e r y i t was on t o a p l a c e 
c a l l e d H a m i l t o n Swamp, a s p o t none o f us had seen 
b e f o r e . F o l l o w i n g a good c i r c u l a r t r a i l you come 
t o a l a r g e swampy l a k e . We d i d n ' t see t o o many 
b i r d s - a few ducks f a r o u t on t h e l a k e and a 
Y e l l o w t h r o a t and some Red-winged B l a c k b i r d s n e a r b y . 

W i t h t h e day w e a r i n g on t h e group began t o 
break up, some g o i n g t o L i t t l e Q u a l i c u m F a l l s , 
some r e t u r n i n g t o P a r k s v i l l e and home, w h i l e o t h e r s 
s p e n t a s h o r t t i m e a t R a t h t r e v o r P a r k . 
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The W i l l i a m s ' s t a y e d i n Nanaimo Sunday n i g h t 
and d r o v e back t o Hornby I s l a n d Monday f o r some 
f o s s i l h u n t i n g . I t was l o t s o f work w i t h no 
s p e c t a c u l a r f i n d s b u t we d i d end up w i t h a few 
b a c u l i t e s . B a l d E a g l e s were abundant a l o n g t h e 
s h o r e , one we watched s t e a l a f i s h from a G r e a t 
B l u e Heron. On t h e w a t e r two o r t h r e e t h o u s a n d 
S u r f S c o t e r s , 200 Oldsquaws and many P i g e o n 
G u i l l e m o t s r ode a t anchor. 

Hornby I s l a n d l o o k e d l i k e a good s p o t f o r 
b i r d i n g b u t the day goes f a s t and f e r r i e s have t o 
be c a u g h t so we w i l l have t o l e a v e t h e s e r i o u s 
b i r d i n g ' t i l l t h e n e x t t i m e . 

* * * * * * 

BIRD 
REPORTS 

by J a c k W i l l i a m s 

RED-THROATED LOON - A p r i l 24, C l o v e r P o i n t ( 1 ) , 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d . 
ARCTIC LOON - A p r i l 16, C l o v e r P o i n t ( 1 ) , RS. 
PIED-BILLED GREBE - A p r i l 24, Bea v e r L. ( 1 ) , RS. 
EARED GREBE - A p r i l 18/20, W. o f C l o v e r P o i n t (1) 
RS. 
TRUMPETER SWAN - A p r i l 6, f l y i n g o v e r C l o v e r P o i n t 
( 2 ) , RS. 
WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE - A p r i l 7, C l o v e r P o i n t (1) ; 
A p r i l 17, P o r t a g e I n l e t (1) RS. 
CANADA GOOSE - A p r i l 13, B u r n s i d e (33) RS; A p r i l 
21, o v e r R o b e r t s o n S t . (150) R a l p h F r y e r ; A p r i l 29, 
o v e r E s q u i m a l t Lagoon (52) V i c G o o d w i l l . 
WOOD DUCK - A p r i l 18, Q u i c k ' s Pond (1m, 1 f ) R S 

EUROPEAN WIGEON - A p r i l 11, Beacon H i l l P a r k , (lm) 
Joan Groves. 
GADWALL - A p r i l 23, Q u i c k ' s Pond (7m, 7f) t h e 
G o o d w i l l s . 
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CINNAMON TEAL - A p r i l 18, Q u i c k ' s Pond (lm. I f ) RS 
BLACK SCOTER - A p r i l 25, Bazan Bay (10m, 6 f ) J a c k 
W i l l i a m s ; A p r i l 30, C l o v e r P o i n t (lm) RS 
BARROW'S GOLDENEYE - A p r i l 1, I s l a n d View (lm) RS; 
A p r i l 16, Brentwood Bay (2m) G e r r y Gardner 
TURKEY VULTURE - March 23, S. Pender I s l . (1) 
A l l a n B r o o k s . 
MARSH HAWK - A p r i l 16, N. Cowichan Ponds ( I f ) ; 
A p r i l 22, Cowichan Bay ( I f ) VG 
GOSHAWK - A p r i l 18, L o h b r u n n e r ' s (1 imm.) t h e 
G o o d w i l l s . 
GOLDEN EAGLE - A p r i l 16, (1 ad. c a r r y i n g n e s t i n g 
m a t e r i a l ) VG, and A p r i l 20, (1 ad.) RS, b o t h a t 
R u n n e l H i l l . 
OSPREY - A p r i l 20, P r o s p e c t L. (1) GG; 5 n e s t s , a t 
v a r i o u s l o c a t i o n s , f o u n d o c c u p i e d d u r i n g A p r i l , VG 
AMERICAN KESTREL - A p r i l 13, S i d n e y (lm) JW; A p r i l 
13, B u t l e r L o g g i n g Rd. (lm) t h e G o o d w i l l s ; A p r i l 
21, P r e v o s t H i l l ( l m ) , t h e G o o d w i l l s ; A p r i l 27, 
Matheson L. ( I f ) P a t S w i f t , t h e Woods and t h e 
G o o d w i l l s . 
MERLIN - A p r i l 12, Cook S t . (1) RS S VG; A p r i l 20, 
Cowichan Bay (1) RS. 
GYRFALCON - A p r i l 22, Gordon Head (1 imm. d a r k 
phase) RS 
PRAIRIE FALCON - A p r i l 1, S o u t h g a t e S t . (1 on TV 
a e r i a l ) t h e G o o d w i l l s . 
BLUE GROUSE - A p r i l 27, G o l d s t r e a m (2) RS 
SANDHILL CRANE - A p r i l 1, I s l a n d View (1) RS; 
A p r i l 7, 18 & 26, S a a n i c h (1) t h e G o o d w i l l s . 
BAIRD'S SANDPIPER - A p r i l 22, C l o v e r P o i n t (1) MG, 
L e i l a R o b e r t s & RF; A p r i l 24, C l o v e r P o i n t (1) RS. 
COMMON SNIPE - A p r i l 22, L o h b r u n n e r ' s ( 4 ) , Tuesday 
Group. 
LONG BILLED DOWITCHER - A p r i l 21, Sooke R. F l a t s 
(3) RS. 
SHORT-BIT.T.RD DOWITCHER - A p r i l 23, I s l a n d View (1) 
RS. 
WANDERING TATTLER - A p r i l 30, Oak Bay G o l f C ourse 
(3) & H o l l a n d P o i n t (1) RS 
BONAPARTE'S GULL - A p r i l 4, C l o v e r P o i n t (4) RS. 
RING-BILLED GULL - A p r i l 16, Duncan Ponds (1 ad.) 
VG. 
HERRING GULL - A p r i l 15, C l o v e r P o i n t (1 ad.) RS. 
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CALIFORNIA GULL - A p r i l 15, C l o v e r P o i n t (1 ad.) RS 
WESTERN GULL - A p r i l 3 & 16, C l o v e r P o i n t (2 ad.) 
RS. 
GLAUCOUS GULL - A p r i l 15 & 16 C l o v e r P o i n t (1) RF 
& RS. 
COMMON MURRE - A p r i l .22, S a a n i c h I n l e t (1) VG 
MARBLED MURRELET - A p r i l 9 & 19, C l o v e r P o i n t (2) 
RS S t h e G o o d w i l l s . 
RHINOCEROS AUKLET - A p r i l 1, C l o v e r P o i n t (1) RS 
GREAT HORNED OWL - A p r i l 1, G r a n v i l l e S t . , (1) 
Marg. G i l l i e 
BURROWING OWL - A p r i l 20, V i c . West h e l i c o p t e r pad 
( 1 ) , H a r o l d H o s f o r d 
PILEATED WOODPECKER - A p r i l 22, C a t t l e P o i n t (2) 
Tuesday Group. 
HAIRY WOODPECKER - A p r i l 13, Second L. (1) RS. 
SKYLARK - A p r i l 3, R i d i n g Academy (6) Rob. Duncan. 
HORNED LARK - A p r i l 19, N o r t h U p l a n d s ( 1 ) , Josanne 
& Kevan B r e h a r t . 
TREE SWALLOW - A p r i l 7, L a k e h i l l D i s t . (3) RD 
ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW - A p r i l 12, C o r dova S p i t (1) 
VG & RS. 
BARN SWALLOW - A p r i l 15, E l k L. (1) t h e G o o d w i l l s . 
CLIFF SWALLOW - A p r i l 12, Q u i c k ' s Pond ( 2 ) VG & RS 
DIPPER - A p r i l 29, G o l d s t r e a m (2 ad. & 1 imm. and 
more i n t h e n e s t b e i n g f e d ) VG. 
LONG BILLED MARSH WREN - A p r i l 3, Q u i c k ' s Pond (2) 
RS. 
MOCKINGBIRD - S t i l l p r e s e n t on Wickheim Rd. (1) 
t h e G o o d w i l l s . 
HERMIT THRUSH - A p r i l 22, Haro Woods (1) LR & MG; 
A p r i l 26, Swan L. (1) RS £ VG. 
MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD - A p r i l 21, Mount Do u g l a s ( 2 ) 
t h e G o o d w i l l s . 
TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE - A p r i l 1, Maple M o u n t a i n (1) 
AB; A p r i l 21, Gordon Head (1) Mount Do u g l a s (2) 
t h e G o o d w i l l s ; t h e Tuesday Group saw t h e Mount 
Douglas p a i r a g a i n on A p r i l 22. 
WATER P I P I T - A p r i l 22, L o h b r u n n e r ' s (20) Tuesday 
Group. 
HUTTON'S VIREO - A p r i l 27, Haro Woods (1 p a i r , 
n e s t found) J . P i u z e . 
YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER - ( M y r t l e ) - A p r i l 24, 
Beaver L. (3) RS; A p r i l 22, Duncan Ponds (1) VG. 
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TOWNSEND'S WARBLER - A p r i l 27, G o l d s t r e a m (4) RS 
COMMON YELLOWTHROAT - A p r i l 22, L o h b r u n n e r ' s (1) 
Tuesday Group. 
WESTERN MEADOWLARK - A p r i l 16, C l o v e r P o i n t (1) 
VG S RF 
BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD '- A p r i l 18, L o c h s i d e S. o f 
Lohb r u n n e r ' s (4) t h e G o o d w i l l s . 1 

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD - A p r i l 15, I n t e r u r b a n (1) 
RF. 
EVENING GROSBEAK - A p r i l 1, Duncan 23; A p r i l 25, 
Beav e r L. (6) LR; A p r i l 29, P i p e l i n e Rd. (8) 
Grace B e l l . 
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH - A p r i l 29, T h e t i s L. (2) RS: 
A p r i l 28, F l o r e n c e L. (1 m.) th e G o o d w i l l s . 
CHIPPING SPARROW - A p r i l 29, T h e t i s L. (3) RS. 
LINCOLN'S SPARROW - A p r i l 20, Cowichan Bay (1) RS. 
SAVANNAH SPARROW - A p r i l 25, T u l i s t a P a r k , S i d n e y 
(30) ( A l e u t i a n Race) JW. 

H a r o l d H o s f o r d ' s B u r r o w i n g Owl seems t o be 
t h e f i r s t seen a r o u n d h e r e i n many y e a r s ; p r o b a b l y 
a t t r a c t e d t o t h e r o d e n t s a t t h e garbage p i l e s . 
N o t h i n g l i k e a B u r r o w i n g Owl t o b r i g h t e n y o u up 
when you ' r e down i n t h e dumps. (Ouch! Ed.) 

Had an i n t e r e s t i n g 'phone c a l l from a new, 
member i n S i d n e y , Mr. Donald. He says he had 
hummingbirds a t h i s f e e d e r on R o b e r t ' s Bay l a s t 
December 10 & 23. These s u r e l y would be Annas,, 
the f i r s t r e p o r t I have had o f them i n S i d n e y . 
Mr. Donald a l s o t o l d o f s e e i n g an Oldsquaw,. f e e d ­
i n g n e a r s h o r e , caught by a c a t . Mr. Do n a l d , 
s h o e l e s s , r u s h e d o u t and s c a r e d t h e c a t o f f . The 
f i n a l r e s u l t on t h e duck i s n o t known. I wonder 
what t h e odds a r e on a c a t c a t c h i n g an Oldsquaw. 

I h e a r d t h a t Joan Crabbe found a dead S o r a on 
he r lawn. The b i r d was t a k e n t o t h e Museum where 
K e i t h T a y l o r s a i d i t was an e a r l y a r r i v a l (and 
d e p a r t u r e t o o I g u e s s ) . 

N o t h i n g on Rufus Hummingbirds t h i s s p r i n g . I 
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wonder when t h e e a r l i e s t a r r i v a l was? 

I t h i n k I'm g o i n g t o me n t i o n e v e r y month 
what p e o p l e h a v e n ' t seen because any ti m e I s a y 
t h a t , I i m m e d i a t e l y g e t a r e s p o n s e . Something 
l i k e " I d i d n ' t know such and such was s c a r c e . I 
saw a f l o c k l a s t week." 

* * * * * * 

REPORTS ON 
THE F . B . C . N . SPRING CONFERENCE 

by David S t i r l i n g 

The F.B.C.N, i s v e r y much a l i v e . More t h a n 
90 p e r s o n s a t t e n d e d t h e A p r i l C o n f e r e n c e i n 
Kamloops where 16 r e s o l u t i o n s s u b m i t t e d by member 
c l u b s were d e b a t e d . Of t h e s e , t h e f o l l o w i n g 14 
were p a s s e d : 

h y d r o - c a r b o n d i s t u r b a n c e t o f r e s h w a t e r 
s y s t e m s , 
power b o a t s on mountain l a k e s , 
sewage d i s p o s a l i n t h e Shuswap, 
horsepower r e s t r i c t i o n s on o u t b o a r d 
motors on mountain l a k e s , 
a l l t e r r a i n v e h i c l e s and h u n t i n g , 
sewage h o l d i n g t a n k s on b o a t s on 
Shuswap L a k e , 
Yanks Peak p a r k p r o p o s a l , 
L i t t l e M o u n t a i n a r e a p a r k p r o p o s a l , 
d i s c h a r g e o f f i r e a r m s n e a r highways, 
a l l - t e r r a i n v e h i c l e s and f i r e a r m s , 
p r o t e c t i o n f o r c e r t a i n p l a n t s h a r v e s t e d 
c o m m e r c i a l l y , 
l o g g i n g l i m i t a t i o n s i n s u b - a l p i n e f o r e s t s , 
s peed r e s t r i c t i o n s on power b o a t s and 
p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e T s i t i k a R i v e r w a t e r s h e d . 
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Two r e s o l u t i o n s - s l a s h b u r n i n g and a r e q u e s t f o r 
b a t t e r y powered b o a t s - were d e f e a t e d . 

B r i e f s and r e p o r t s were s u b m i t t e d on t h e 
T s i t i k a / S c h o e n c o n t r o v e r s y , Canada's i m m i g r a t i o n 
p o l i c y , n e s t r e c o r d scheme, w i l d e r n e s s p r o p o s a l s , 
w a t e r s h e d p r o p o s a l s , p r e d a t o r c o n t r o l , t h r e a t e n e d 
s p e c i e s ( a r t i f i c i a l p r o p a g a t i o n o f f a l c o n s ) and 
r e c r e a t i o n a l use o f w i l d l a n d s . 

An i m p o r t a n t change i n F.B.C.N, p o l i c y w i l l 
come about w i t h t h e a d o p t i o n o f a p r o p o s a l t o r e ­
p l a c e t h e u s u a l f a l l c o n f e r e n c e w i t h r e g i o n a l 
m e e t i n g s under r e g i o n a l v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s , b e g i n n i n g 
w i t h f a l l m e e t i n g s t h i s y e a r . One a n n u a l c o n f e r ­
ence, p o s s i b l y a t t h e c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n o f Kamloops, 
w i l l be h e l d i n t h e s p r i n g . I t i s hoped t h a t b o t h 
l o c a l c l u b and F.B.C.N, i n f l u e n c e w i l l be s t r e n g t h ­
ened w i t h t h i s r e o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

S e v e r a l new o f f i c e r s were e l e c t e d i n c l u d i n g 
a new p r e s i d e n t , Mr. Norm P u r c e l l , o f t h e 
Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y . (Watch f o r 
d e t a i l s o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e , l i s t s o f new o f f i c e r s 
and a d d r e s s e s o f c l u b s i n t h e n e x t NEWSLETTER.) 

S o c i a l c o n t a c t w i t h so many e n t h u s i a s t i c B.C. 
n a t u r a l i s t s i s one o f t h e major b e n e f i t s o f a 
m e e t i n g suc h as t h i s and h e l p s t o i n s p i r e t h e 
j a d e d . And t h e n a t u r a l h i s t o r y was g r e a t i n s p i t e 
o f t h e b i t t e r w i n d s . M i g r a t i n g S a n d h i l l C r a n e s , 
Canada Geese, W h i s t l i n g Swans, f i v e W hite P e l i c a n s , 
t e n s p e c i e s o f r a p t o r s , were h i g h l i g h t s . On sunny 
s l o p e s , gardens o f e a r l y b u t t e r c u p s , s p r i n g - b e a u t y 
and y e l l o w - b e l l s d e l i g h t e d t h e f l o w e r - w a t c h e r s and 
a dozen M o u n t a i n B l u e b i r d s i n a s m a l l f i e l d w i l l be 
l o n g remembered. 

I would l i k e t o s u g g e s t t h a t more V i c t o r i a n 
n a t u r a l i s t s a t t e n d t h e s p r i n g F.B.C.N, m e e t i n g . 
I t w o uld be a w o r t h w h i l e s o c i a l - w o r k - n a t u r a l -
h i s t o r y t r i p . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , I would l i k e t o thank t h e 
Kamloops p e o p l e f o r t h e i r t r u l y f i n e e f f o r t s on t h e 
b e h a l f o f a l l who a t t e n d e d . 
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KIDS COUNTRY 

ACROSS THIS LAND w i t h C h r i s Walsh 
( f i n a l i n s t a l m e n t ) 

Chris takes a last look at TP. E.I. before 
heading west again to his new home in Ottawa. 

There i s a b r i d g e i n C h a r i o t t e t o w n , P . E . I . , 
t h a t a l w a y s has A r c t i c T e r n s on i t . I d i d n ' t 
t h i n k much o f t h i s u n t i l I n o t i c e d t h e p i l i n g s o f 
an o l d b r i d g e b e s i d e t h e main b r i d g e . These 
p i l i n g s were l i t e r a l l y c o v e r e d w i t h t e r n s and 
t h e i r n e s t s . There were q u i t e a few G r e a t B l u e 
Herons and one o r two S a n d h i l l C r a nes as w e l l . 

We caught a f e r r y a t Borden, P . E . I . , h e a d i n g 
f o r Nova S c o t i a . The t r i p a c r o s s was u n e v e n t f u l . 
That n i g h t we s t a y e d a t Dartmouth where I saw some 
o l d f r i e n d s and we had a l o t o f f u n . W h i l e s i t ­
t i n g on one o f my f r i e n d ' s d o o r s t e p I n o t i c e d a 
number o f eyed hawk moths around h i s p o r c h l i g h t . 
I c a u g h t one t o be s u r e . 

The n e x t day we l e f t Nova S c o t i a and headed 
f o r Quebec where I was b o r n . A t one p o i n t we r a n 
o u t o f gas and had t o wa l k a m i l e t o a gas s t a t i o n . 
I a l m o s t s t e p p e d on a marmot i n a f i e l d on t h e way 
t o t h e s t a t i o n . 

T h a t n i g h t we s t a y e d a t L e v i s , Que., i n t h e 
Loup Garou H o t e l ( t r a n s l a t e d , t h e Werewolf H o t e l ) . 

The n e x t day, we a r r i v e d i n Ottawa where I 
w i l l l i v e f o r t h e n e x t few y e a r s . 

C h r i s t o p h e r Walsh 
179A Woodridge C r e s . , 
Ottawa. 

* * * * * * 
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SUMMER PROGRAM 

ADULTS 

Sat. June 7: Ornithology Francis Park Area; 
meet Mayfair Lanes Parking Lot 9 a.m. or 
Francis Park 9:30 a.m. Bring lunch. 
Leader: Doug Turnbull. 

June 12/16: C.N.F. Conference - U. of V i c t o r i a . 
Sun. June 21: General Natural History 

P i t t Meadows and Lake. Take 7 a.m. fer r y 
from Swartz Bay; use our own cars; make 
up car pools and share expenses. Should 
arrive P i t t Meadows about 10 a.m., w i l l 
b i r d to 3 or 4 p.m., choose your own 
ferry home. Bring lunch (lots of i t ) . 
Please l e t Jack Williams (656-1484) know 
i f you plan to go, then he can arrange 
car pools and give d i r e c t i o n s . 

Sun. July 13: Botany and Amphibians -
Jordan Meadows. Bring lunch, boots and 
bug juice. Leader Steven M i t c h e l l 
promises gentians and r e i n orchids, and 
toads and frogs and bugs! C a l l Steven 
(477-9248) i f you're going. He's 
arranging transportation. 

JUNIORS & INTERMEDIATES 
Sat. June 7: Francis Park: get things ready 

for the C.N.F., meet 1:30 p.m. Drivers: 
Callow and Forbes. 

Sat. June 21: Arbutus Ridge T r a i l : Meet 1:30 
Drivers: M o t h e r s i l l and Whittaker. 

Sat. July 5: China Beach: meet 9 a.m.,bring 
lunch. Driver: Askey. 

Sat. Aug. 9: Sa l t Spring Island: meet 8 a.m. 
bring lunch. Driver: Whitney. 

A l l t r i p s leave from the Mayfair Lanes Parking 
Lot, Oak and Roderick corner. 

* * * * * * 

COORDINATORS 

PROGRAMME: 

Stephen R. Mitchell 4321 Majestic Dr. 477-9248 

LEADERS: 

Dr. J.B. Tatum 305 - 1680 Poplar Ave. 477-1089 

THE VICTORIA NATURALIST: 
Harold Hosford 303 Daniel PI. 478-5794 

UNIVERSITY LIAISON: 

Dr. Alan P. Austin 4671 Spring Rd. 479-7889 

FEDERATION OF B.C. NATURALISTS: 

David Stirling 3500 Salisbury Way 385-4223 

AUDUBON FILMS: 

Miss Anne Adamson 1587 Clive Dr. 598-1623 

JUNIOR NATURALISTS: 

Mrs. Gail Mitchell 4321 Majestic Dr. 477-9248 

LIBRARIAN: 

A.R. Davidson 2144 Brighton Ave. 598-3088 

FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM: 

Eric M. Counsell 1005 - 647 Michigan 386-3989 

RESEARCH: 

Rick H. Harcombe 461 Sparton 479-4958 




