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T H E V I C T O R I A N A T U R A L I S T 

P u b l i s h e d by 

THE VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

VOL. 3 1 , No. 6 F e b r u a r y 1975 

THE PIVOT OF THE HEAVENS 

by D a v i d S t i r l i n g 

"Constellations come, and climb the heavens3 and go, 
And thou dost see them rise. 

Star of the Pole! and thou dost see them set. 
Alone in thy cold skies. 

Thou keep'st thy old unmoving station yet." 
William Cullen Bryant 
Hymn to the North Star 

The Norsemen b e l i e v e d t h a t the universe was 
created from the bodies of g i a n t s k i l l e d by the gods 
and thrown i n t o the World M i l l . Then a huge spike 
was d r i v e n through the world, the end r e s t i n g 
against the North S t a r . The great spike was the 
axl e . The earth and a l l the s t a r s revolved l i k e a 
huge wheel. This was the exp l a n a t i o n Scandinavian 
mythology gave f o r the f a c t t h a t of a l l the s t a r s 
only the North S t a r remained s t a t i o n a r y . 

The Mongols knew the North S t a r as the Golden 
Peg. L i k e the Norsemen they b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s was 
the s t a r that held the heavens together. In Indi a 
i t was c a l l e d the P i v o t of the Pl a n e t s ; i n China i t 
was the emperor of the heavens only s l i g h t l y more 
d i v i n e than t h e i r own emperor, the son of heaven. 

P o l a r i s i s the l a s t s t a r i n the t a i l of the 
L i t t l e Bear or L i t t l e Dipper, a ra t h e r minor c o n s t e l ­
l a t i o n . The L i t t l e Bear's t a i l i s even longer than 
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t h a t o f the Great Bear because the L i t t l e Bear i s 
being swung around P o l a r i s i n a t i g h t c i r c l e so 
s t r e t c h i n g i t s p o s t e r i o r appendage. 

To the Greeks, the L i t t l e Bear was a hunter who 
had been transformed i n t o a bear. Another Greek 
myth says t h a t the two bears were placed i n the sky 
by J u p i t e r . This was a d i f f i c u l t task even f o r 
J u p i t e r but he managed i t by swinging the animals up 
by t h e i r t a i l s . T h e i r great weight has s t r e t c h e d 
t h e i r t a i l s to lengths not seen on any t e r r e s t r i a l 
bear. 

P o l a r i s w i l l not always be the "North S t a r " nor 
was i t the "North S t a r " even i n h i s t o r i c times. Be­
cause earth's north pole describes a slow c i r c l e 
every 25,800 years other s t a r s w i l l become "pole 
s t a r s " as t h i s wobble, c a l l e d the "precession of the 
equinoxes", continues. 

The Pole Star has been i n i t s present p o s i t i o n 
since 1000 B.C. I t was used by Phoenician and Greek 
navigators and became known during the days of the 
European exp l o r e r s and t r a d e r s as the S t e e r i n g S t a r , 
the Lodestar, S t e l l a Maris and the Ship S t a r . 

The Arabs seem to have been out o f step with 
the r e s t of mankind f o r they thought the North Star 
was the v i l l a i n of the s k i e s . He had s l a i n the 
heavenly hunter who l a y i n s t a t e i n the Great B i e r 
or c o f f i n (Big Dipper). P o l a r i s had been o s t r a c i s e d 
by the other s t a r s and was f o r c e d to remain i n one 
spot while the r e s t of the heavens moved around i n 
a great f u n e r a l procession. 

C l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the Pole S t a r and 
L i t t l e Bear i s the Great Bear, Ursa Major, B i g 
Dipper or Plough. 

I t i s s a i d that the seven s t a r s i n t h i s con­
s t e l l a t i o n were f i r s t i d e n t i f i e d w i t h a bear i n 
In d i a . This concept spread westward through the 
Middle East to Greece and f i n a l l y t o the r e s t of 
Europe. The American Indians a l s o knew t h i s con-
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s t e l l a t i o n as a bear, a f a c t which u s u a l l y b r i n g s up 
old s p e c u l a t i o n s regarding A t l a n t i s , the l o s t world 
of Mu and even the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the Amerinds are 
r e a l l y the l o s t t r i b e s of Israe. The e x p l a n a t i o n , 
however, seems to be t h a t the human mind everywhere 
r e a c t s i n much the same manner to s i m i l a r v i s u a l 
f a c t s , and so the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of t h i s c o n s t e l l a ­
t i o n i n America and i n I n d i a w i t h a bear probably 
came about independently, although i t i s an i n t e r e s t ­
in g c oincidence. I t i s p o s s i b l e , too, t h a t Indians 
brought t h i s idea from A s i a v i a Bering S t r a i t . 

The "Bear" o f most American Indians d i d not 
have a long t a i l . Instead the three s t a r s of the 
" t a i l " became hunters i n hot p u r s u i t of t h e i r quarry. 
Only the Iroquois b e l i e v e d the Bear had a t a i l . They 
explained the absence of t a i l s on t e r r e s t r i a l bears 
by the s t o r y t h a t once bears had great bushy t a i l s , 
but the earth bear used h i s t a i l f o r c a t c h i n g f i s h . 
Once i n winter when the bear was s i t t i n g on a hole i n 
the i c e h i s t a i l became frozen i n and when he s t r u g ­
g l e d to h i s f e e t only a stump remained. 

Babylonians and Assyrians e s p e c i a l l y revered 
the seven-starred Dipper because the number seven 
had s p e c i a l m y s t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e to these people. 

In England the Great Bear became somehow as­
s o c i a t e d with King Arthur and the knights of the 
Round Table. A name hardly remembered now i s 
"Arthur's C h a r i o t " . In p a r t s of Europe the name 
Charles' Wain (Wagon) was used, a legendary a s s o c i ­
a t i o n w i t h Charlemagne. This name i s s t i l l used i n 
eastern Europe. 

The Dipper i s perhaps, the best known c o n s t e l ­
l a t i o n . I t i s f a m i l i a r even to people who know no 
other s t a r s . U n l i k e most other c o n s t e l l a t i o n s , i t 
never sets even i n l a t i t u d e s as f a r south as Egypt. 
This l e d to the myth th a t the Bear fears water 
since i t never drops below the ocean hori z o n as do 
the other s t a r s . 

I f you can f i n d the Big Dipper, j u s t f o l l o w an 
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imaginary l i n e from the two b r i g h t s t a r s i n the end 
of the bowl t o P o l a r i s , " P i v o t of the Heavens". 

* * * * * 

ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL - A REVIEW 

by Mae f o rd S locombe 

With w i t , wisdom and a keen eye f o r the vag­
a r i e s o f both animal and human behaviour, James 
H e r r i o t has produced a top-notch book. He traces 
h i s career as a v e t e r i n a r i a n i n the sometimes 
b e a u t i f u l , sometimes h o s t i l e countryside of 
Yo r k s h i r e , and gives us a v i v i d p i c t u r e o f the 
people and animals he comes t o know (again, some 
b e a u t i f u l , some h o s t i l e ) . 

The author has a great love of l i f e and a 
sense of humour par e x c e l l e n c e . 

The book has a very g r i p p i n g opening - and 
g r i p p i n g i s the word, f o r we f i r s t meet Mr. H e r r i o t 
as he grapples w i t h a long and d i f f i c u l t c a l f de­
l i v e r y surrounded by a group of doubting o l d timers 
who audibly d i s c u s s what the,y consider t o be the 
f a i l i n g s of the 'new fangled' vet. 

H e r r i o t never l e t s our i n t e r e s t f l a g as we 
f o l l o w h i s career w i t h i t s triumphs, i t s t r a g e d i e s , 
i t s h i l a r i o u s i n c i d e n t s and touching moments. The 
story i s to be made i n t o a f i l m - l e t us hope the 
movie makers do i t j u s t i c e . 

Don't read t h i s book j u s t because you t h i n k i t 
deals mainly w i t h animals - i t s scope i s much wider 
than that. I h i g h l y recommend i t t o a l l readers 
whether they be exuberant teenagers or those who 
must adjust t h e i r b i f o c a l s before s e t t l i n g down to 
the pure enjoyment James H e r r i o t has provided. 

A l l Things B r i g h t and B e a u t i f u l , H e r r i o t ' s 
second book, i s coming out s h o r t l y and promises t o 
be e q u a l l y appealing. 

SKIPPER SAYS 
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by Freeman K i n g 

Now the days are longer and we get more sun­
shine, the green l i v i n g world begins to awaken. 

Look at the buds on an o l d maple and y o u ' l l 
f i n d a miracle has happened while they s l e p t . Take 
a c o n i c a l bud and s p l i t i t w i t h a sharp k n i f e and 
y o u ' l l f i n d an e n t i r e embryo flower i n s i d e . A l l 
tha t i s needed i s the warm sun to open the bud and 
expose the f u l l g l o r y of the b e a u t i f u l c l u s t e r s of 
yellow flowers. They w i l l a t t r a c t many kinds of i n ­
sects i n search of p o l l e n and nectar. These, i n 
t u r n , help man i n h i s search f o r food f o r the bee 
takes the p o l l e n and nectar back t o the hive to make 
the honey which we c o l l e c t and feed t o our o f f ­
s p r i n g . And so the food chain c a r r i e s on. 

Now l e t ' s take a look at the Salmonberry and 
see the w h i t i s h l e a f bud n e s t l e d c l o s e to the stem. 
They too w i l l soon burst f o r t h t o form the three 
l e a f l e t s t h a t make up the whole l e a f . 

Now l e t s look at the Indian Plum. Here you 
w i l l f i n d t h a t the leaves have already broken t h e i r 
buds and soon the c l u s t e r s of white flowers w i l l 
f o l l o w t o take t h e i r t u r n i n a t t r a c t i n g the bees. 

Now go to a marshy place and you w i l l see 
spikes o f Skunk Cabbage beginning t o sprout. This 
i s a d e f i n i t e s i g n t h a t s p r i n g i s j u s t around the 
corner. Soon t h e i r golden :spikes w i l l appear t o 
say t h a t w i n t e r i s over, no more need to worry, 
l i f e goes on and w i l l continue t o do so as long as 
we j u s t leave i t alone. 

Look under your f e e t ! Brand new grass stems 
are emerging almost as you watch. Stop and th i n k 
a b i t and you may r e a l i z e t h a t grasses are the most 
important of a l l the p l a n t s to mankind f o r without 
them we might a l s o become an endangered species. 

Now, go out, see, f e e l , and then maybe y o u ' l l 
understand j u s t what l i f e i s a l l about. 

* * * * * * 
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CHRISTMAS COUNT ' 74 

c o m p i l e d by Jeremy Tatum 
and J a c k Wi11 iams 

Despite adverse weather i n some areas the 1974 
V i c t o r i a Christmas B i r d Count was q u i t e a success. 
A t o t a l of 62,126 b i r d s were seen, up 3,236 from 
l a s t year. This increase i s somewhat misleading be­
cause i f i t hadn't been f o r the 16,000 Mew G u l l s 
reported, the highest number ever recorded on a 
V i c t o r i a count, our t o t a l would have been down. The 
123 species seen was down 8 from 1973 but s t i l l 
c l o s e t o the long-time average. 

Many a l l - t i m e lows were recorded t h i s year 
(see accompanying computer l i s t - o u t ) w i t h the highs 
(amongst the b i r d s ) being r e g i s t e r e d among the 
rapt o r s and g u l l s . Two new species f o r V i c t o r i a 
counts were recorded, a S a n d h i l l Crane and a Black-
legged K i t t i w a k e . 

Four a d d i t i o n a l species were seen during the 
count p e r i o d but not on the count day. They were 
a Great Horned Owl, Townsend's Warbler, Swamp 
Sparrow and Snow Bunting. 

Our thanks t o a l l who p a r t i c i p a t e d and e s p e c i ­
a l l y t o Mr. and Mrs. Porcher whose h o s p i t a l i t y made 
the a p r e s - b i r d i n g p a r t y such a success. 

The f o l l o w i n g were the p a i d p a r t i c i p a n t s : 

B. Baldwin, M. Brehaut, Mr. & Mrs. T. B r i g g s , 
D. Campbell, Mr. & Mrs. R.W. Campbell, C. Carrig a n , 
H. C a r t e r , E. C o u r t n a l l , Mr. & Mrs. A.R. Davidson, 
K. Dickieson, N. F a t t , J . F i t c h , R. Fry e r , 
G. Gardner, Mr. & Mrs. V. Goodwill, V. Guernsey, 
L. H a l s a l l , M. Harkness, Mr. & Mrs. G. Hooper, 
H. & P. Hosford, Mr. & Mrs. Hutchings, I . J a r v i e 
A. Knowles, S. Lees, E. Lemon, C. Lyons, 
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R. McKenzie-Grieve, M. M i l l e r , Mr. & Mrs. R. 
Muirhead, L. Monckton, C. Morehen, T. Murphy, 
M. P a u l , J . Pi u z e , L. Roberts, J . Roe, 
R. S a t t e r f i e l d , L. Slocombe, Mr. & Mrs. D. S t i r l i n g , 
Mr. & Mrs. D. S u t t i l l , P. S w i f t , Dr. & Mrs. J . Tatum, 
B. T r o t t e r , C. T r o t t e r , J . Tysoe, A. Vey, 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Wainwright, C. West, 
Mr. & Mrs. J . W i l l i a m s , M. Winstone and R. Wood. 

Key To Areas 

Area A Prospect Lake — Durrance Lake 
Area B Florence Lake — Goldstream 
Area C Esquimalt Lagoon — Witty's Lagoon 
Area D Portage I n l e t — Th e t i s Lake 
Area E Beacon H i l l Park — Esquimalt 
Area F Clover P o i n t — Oak Bay 
Area G U n i v e r s i t y -- Cadboro Bay 
Area H Swan Lake — Panama F l a t s 
Area I Blenkinsop — E l k Lake 
Area J Burnside — Quick's Pond 
Area K Martindale — I s l a n d View 
Area L Chain, T r i a l , Chatham Islands 

Code 

H Highest, or equal to highest ever 
L Lowest, or equal t o lowest ever 
F New species f o r count (a f i r s t ) 

* * * * * * 
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C H R I S T M A S B IRD C O U N T 

S P E C I E S A 8 C D 

C O M M O N L O O M 0 1 6 0 
A R C T I C L O Q N 0 0 2 0 
R E D - T H R O A T E D L O O N 0 0 0 0 
R E D - N E C K E D G R E B E 0 1 7 0 
H O R N E D G R E B E 0 a 50 9 
E A R E D G R E B E 0 0 6 0 
W E S T E R N G R E B E 0 0 603 0 
P I E D - B I L L E D G R E B E 0 6 0 1 
D O U B L E — C R E S T E D C O R M T R A N T 0 3 7 16 
B R A N D T ' S C O R M O R A N T 0 0 C 0 
P E L A G I C C O R M O R A N T 0 2 0 
G R E A T B L U E H E R O N 0 2 12 2 
M U T E S W A N • 0 0 0 4 
W H I S T L I N G S W A N 0 0 0 0 
C A N A D A G O O S E s 0 p 2 
B L A C K B R A N T 0 0 0 0 
W H I T E - F R O N T E D G O O S E 0 0 0 0 
M A L L A R D 392 1 02 80 ?7 
G A D W A L L 0 0 0 0 
P I N T A I L 3 0 2 ? 
G R E E N - W I N G E D T E A L 5 0 0 0 
E U R O P E A N W I G E O N 0 0 1 0 
A M E R I C A N W I G E O N 2(6 2 119 1 69 25 
N O R T H E R N S H O V E L E R 0 4 0 0 
R I N G - N E C K E D D U C K 6 1 9 0 0 
C A N V A S B A C K 5 0 26 2 
G R E A T E R S C A U P 0 0 76 0 
L E S S E R S C A U P 0 0 0 0 
S C A U P S P . 0 0 0 44 
C O M M O N G O L D E N E Y E 1 0 51 1 6 
B A R R O W * S G O L D E N E Y E 0 1 0 0 
B U F F L E H E A D 1 5 5 507 48 
O L D S Q U A W 0 0 9 0 
H A R L E Q U I N D U C K 0 0 8 0 
W H I T E - W I N G E D S C O T E R 0 0 46 0 
S U R F S C O T E R 0 0 22 0 
H O O D E D M E R G A N S E R 0 1 2 37 44 
C O M M O N M E R G A N S E R 9 1 3 C 12 
R E D - B R E A S T E D M E R G A N S E R 0 1 1 5 2 
S H A R P - S H I N N E D H A W K 2 0 0 1 
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V I C T O R I A , B . C . , DECEMBER 21 , 19 7 4 

E F G H I J K L TOTAL 

2 4 1 7 0 4 0 8 3 4 5 
1 1 0 0 2 0 0 40 46 
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 4 L 

22 6 12 0 1 0 8 30 87 
27 43 273 0 83 0 55 70 61 S 

1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 10 L 
3 1 7 200 0 0 0 2 1 826 
5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 

32 3 0 0 6 0 1 2 70 
0 47 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 48 

64 9 5 144 0 1 7 0 3 225 5 5 5 
6 0 2 2 0 2 2 1 31 
2 0 0 4 6 0 0 0 16 L 
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
0 0 0 4B 0 34 20 0 1 20 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 8 
0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

1 5 4 6 193 7 6 9 6 8 7 5 3 5 2537 5 5 4 8 7 
0 0 0 2 0 3 0 0 5 
0 0 0 93 0 171 308 0 5 7 9 
1 4 0 73 0 1 1 3 26 0 222 
0 0 0 6 0 1 1 0 9 H = 

2 2 3 3 9 2 4 1530 61 2 36 6 3976 1 7 741 2 
1 1 0 33 0 6 2 0 47 
1 0 0 1 3 I 3 4 0 47 
6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 9 

25 0 0 0 40 0 24 6 171 L 
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 4 

326 55 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 5 
2 25 16 0 6 0 1 4 12 1 43 L 
1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 

53 2 4 0 1 1 0 9 252 1 7 254 70 1 6 1 6 
2 87 22 0 0 0 32 55 207 
6 34 1 5 0 0 0 2 20 85 
1 3 44 0 1 0 2 30 1 27 L 

1 1 73 72 0 27 1 0 39 60 548 
23 9 1 9 11 29 2 2 5 1 92 

2 0 0 0 32 0 33 0 101 
21 1 9 1 7 0 1 0 9 9 94 L 

0 0 4 1 2 3 0 1 14 
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C O O P E R ' S H A W K 
R E D - T A I L E D H A W K 
G O L D E N E A G L E 
B A L D E A G L E 
M A R S H H A W K 
P E R E G R I N E F A L C O N 
M E R L I N 

A M E R I C A N K E S T R E L 
B L U E G R O U S E 
C A L I F O R N I A Q U A I L 
R I N G — N E C K E D P H E A S A N T 
S A N D H I L L C R A N E 
V I R G I N I A R A I L 
A M E R I C A N C O O T 
B L A C K O Y S T E R C A T C H E R 
K I L L D E E R 
B L A C K - B E L L I E D P L O V E R 
S U R F B I R D 
B L A C K T U R N S T O N E 
C O M M O N S N I P E 
G R E A T E R Y E L L O W L E G S 
R O C K S A N D P I P E R 
D U N L I N 
S A N D E R L I N G 
G L A U C O U S - W I N G E D G U L L 
H E R R I N G G U L L 
T H A Y E R ' S G U L L 
C A L I F O R N I A G U L L 
MEW G U L L 

B O N A P A R T E ' S G U L L 
B L A C K — L E G G E D K I T T I W A K E 
C O M M O N M U R R E 
P I G E O N G U I L L E M O T 
M A R B L E D M U R R E L E T 
R H I N O C E R O S A U K L E T 
B A N D - T A I L E D P I G E O N 
R O C K D O V E 
S C R E E C H O W L 
A N N A ' S H U M M I N G B I R D 
B E L T E D K I N G F I S H E R 
C O M M O N F L I C K E R 
P I L E A T E D W O O D P E C K E R 
H A I R Y W O O D P E C K E R 
D O W N Y W O O D P E C K E R 
S K Y L A R K 

A B c D E F G H I J K L T O T A L 

0 0 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 6 
6 4 1 1 0 0 2 2 3 7 6 0 32H 
0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3H= 
6 3 2 I 1 0 1 0 1 4 2 3 2 4 H 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
0 0 0 0 1 0 

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
0 1 0 0 1 0 

0 1 1 0 0 I 0 4H 
0 0 0 0 1 0 

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
0 0 0 0 i 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
5 1 0 17 9 44 4 8 1 3 26 25 86 0 2 7 4 

. 4 1 2 1 2 0 a 9 9 12 2 0 50 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 I F 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
1 1 4 6 7 0 3 1 3 12 31 101 10 1 0 5 654 
0 0 0 0 4 12 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 0 

0 0 23 2 1 4 0 6 0 1 0 0 3 7 L 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 2 1 0 
0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 
0 0 1 0 1 2 26 5 0 0 0 0 1 0 54 
1 1 0 0 0 6 2 3 5 2 1 0 26 
0 0 1 4 0 1 2 0 41 0 1 1 1 61 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 l L 
0 0 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 0 43 
0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

6 7 0 261 354 64 3 4 4 3 5 0 1 26 1 1 26 830 1 77 145 1003 6 0 8 5 
0 4 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 8L= 
0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 4 L 
0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 72 0 0 0 7 4 H 

3 0 60 301 32 600 1 3 3 5 145 206 54 0 6 72 1 3 0 4 8 1 6 3 7 5 H 
0 0 0 0 >92 26 0 0 0 0 0 1 753 1 871 H 
0 0 0 0 1 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 F 
0 0 0 0 1 0 

1 0 0 0 0 0 473 474 
0 0 2 0 J 1 

0 1 0 0 0 0 2 22 37 
0 0 0 0 1 0 6 0 9 0 1 4 21 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 
0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
0 0 2 0 1 65 1 6 89 3 0 9 21 7 85 1 6 9 5 H 
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 
0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 
0 1 3 0 4 1 4 0 2 0 1 0 1 6 

1 5 8 26 1 4 9 5 9 1 3 1 2 9 10 2 168 

o 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 
0 4 2 1 1 0 2 2 1 1 1 0 15 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 36 0 3 9 
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A B C D E F G H I J K L T O T A L 

S T E L L E R • S J A Y 2 6 0 4 O 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 
C O M M O N R A V E N 20 26 3 2 3 0 9 1 1 0 1 8 2 0 94 
N O R T H W E S T E R N C R O W 5 0 4 8 8 1 37 47 98 37 240 934 1 364 1 5 41 0 7 3881 
C H E S T N U T - B A C K E D C H I C K A D E E 35 55 41 7 3 22 67 21 44 8 71 0 374 
B U S H T I T o 0 0 0 8 0 36 40 42 0 0 0 1 26 
R E D - B R E A S T E D N U T H A T C H 2 O 1 0 O 2 0 0 0 0 0 9 
B R O W N C R E E P E R o 1 4 1 1 3 7 0 1 1 1 0 20 
O I P P E R 0 2 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 
W I N T E R W R E N 3 4 1 9 1 3 35 3 3 2 1 0 6 5 
B E W I C K ' S W R E N 6 3 2 2 2 3 15 8 1 4 5 1 2 0 72 
L O N G - B I L L E D M A R S H W R E N 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
A M E R I C A N R O B I N 38 1 7 69 16 35 1 30 4 9 3 58 2 3 5 42 231 23 I 3 8 7 L 
V A R I E D T H R U S H 0 0 0 2 0 0 10 1 0 4 1 0 1 8 
H E R M I T T H R U S H - 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
G O L D E N — C R O W N E D K I N G L E T a 6 57 37 28 24 154 20 I 27 21 46 0 5 2 8 H 
R U B Y — C R O W N E D K I N G L E T 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 6 3 0 1 0 1 4 L 
C E D A R W A X W I N G 0 0 0 2 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 6 
N O R T H E R N S H R I K E I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

S T A R L I N G 70 47 310 25 84 107 1 074 5 9 9 1 43 493 360 20 3 3 3 2 
H U T T O N ' S V I R E O 0 0 0 0 O 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

H O U S E S P A R R O W o 0 0 14 25 159 151 1 0 40 2 26 0 4 2 7 
W E S T E R N M E A D O W L A R K 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 6 L 
R E D - W I N G E D B L A C K B I R D 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 3 6 52 2 6 0 0 3 1 6 
B R E W E R " S B L A C K B I R D 0 0 0 0 2 2 72 64 5 1 9 331 0 4 9 5 
E V E N I N G G R O S B E A K 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
P U R P L E F I N C H 1 2 0 0 2 3 32 12 2 8 5 0 0 85 
H O U S E F I N C H 1 8 36 0 0 34 46 21 107 0 26 2 281 
P I N E S I S K I N 85 2 3 0 40 0 3 0 783 75 7 0 2 0 6 0 0 1 4 92 
A M E R I C A N G O L D F I C H 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
R E D C R O S S B I L L 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 
R U F O U S - S I D E D T O W H E F 7 1 6 6 3 4 5 33 12 2 0 4 6 0 1 16 
S A V A N N A H S P A R R O W 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 
D A R K - E Y E D J U N C O 47 1 9 8 284 14 39 4 1 185 79 71 36 111 0 1 1 5 5 
H A R R I S ' S P A R R O W 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
W H I T E - C R O W N E D S P A R R O W 2 0 O 1 0 0 4 6 0 1 41 0 5 5 H 
G O L D E N — C R O W N E D S P A R R O W 1 3 1 5 2 0 4 8 35 22 2 6 1 0 0 I 17 
W H I T E - T H R O A T E D S P A R R O W 0 1 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
F O X S P A R R O W 1 5 0 4 4 9 20 20 6 3 6 0 78 
S O N G S P A R R O W 8 9 17 3 3 5 58 1 5 5 8 16 1 1 48 

T O T A L I N D I V I D U A L S 2 2 8 6 1 4 4 7 4 0 0 3 580 2 7 9 9 3 5 7 9 6 4 7 5 5624 6 0 8 1 2 5 0 6 9570 1 71 76 6 2 1 2 6 

T O T A L S P E C I E S 40 52 60 47 6 9 56 68 56 5 8 50 73 48 123 
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CHRISTMAS COUNT ' 74 DUNCAN STYLE 

There may be some s i g n i f i c a n c e t o the f a c t 
t h a t while V i c t o r i a ' s g u l l p o p u l a t i o n was up on 
t h i s year's Christmas B i r d Count, Duncan's was 
down. According t o John Comer, compiler of the 
Duncan Count, b i r d numbers were down from previous 
years w i t h the drop most n o t i c e a b l e i n g u l l s . 

Otherwise the Cowichan V a l l e y b i r d e r s enjoyed 
an e x c e l l e n t count c a r r i e d out on a f i n e day (Dec. 
14) under almost i d e a l c o n d i t i o n s w i t h n e a r l y 
21,000 b i r d s being entered i n t o the record. 

Seven p a r t i e s , t o t a l l i n g 14 people, r e g i s t e r e d 
among the 107 species seen a Redhead, 6 Trumpeter 
Swans, 1 W h i s t l i n g Swan, 7 European Wigeon, an 
Anna's Hummingbird, 2 T u r t l e Doves and a P a r t r i d g e 
i n a pear t r e e . 

John a l s o reported t h a t , except f o r wigeon, duck 
numbers were down and t h a t 2 Golden Eagles were seen 
i n the area during the Count P e r i o d but not on the 
Count day. 

PENDER ISLANDS CHRISTMAS COUNT 

Betty and A l l a n Brooks, w i t h help from 9 other 
e n t h u s i a s t s , recorded more than 4500 b i r d s of 65 
species on t h e i r December 28 Islands count. They 
too experienced f i n e weather w i t h b r i g h t sun and 
m i l d temperatures i n the morning and a l i t t l e cloud 
l a t e r i n the day. 

The numbers of Western Grebes, Brandt's 
Cormorants, and sc o t e r s were down and, f o r the 
f i r s t time since the Islands counts were s t a r t e d , 
no scaups of any species were seen. 

Close s c r u t i n y of the g u l l s on the rocky 
i s l e t s o f f Port Washington and Hope Bay revealed 
t h a t they were l a r g e l y Thayer's. 

A l s o seen were 18 Bald Eagles - 15 adults and 
3 immatures. The t o t a l accumulated number of 
species seen on the Islands on Christmas B i r d 
Counts si n c e 1970, i s 94. 
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Betty and A l l a n are sure t h a t b e t t e r coverage 
of t h e i r area could be obtained i f the help of 
b i r d e r s on such i s l a n d s as Saturna and Mayne could 
be e n l i s t e d f o r fu t u r e counts. 

* * * * * * 

BIRD 
REPORTS 

by Jack Williams 

B i r d of the Month 
Swamp Sparrow (1) Dec. 

Also seen by the Goodwills 

The Rest 

22 G i l l i e Rd. 
Jeremy Tatum 

and Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 

Redhead (a p a i r ) Dec. 1 Sooke Riv e r 
Jean Piuze 

Barrow's Goldeneye (1) Dec. 4 I s l a n d View 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 

ii » (3) Dec. 26 Bazan Bay 
Jack Williams 

Black Scoter Dec. 7 Whiffen S p i t 
(2m & 7f) Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 

(1 m) Dec. 15 I s l a n d View 
Jack W i l l i a m s 

(2) Dec. 26 Roberts P o i n t 
The Goodwills 

Ruddy Duck (2) Dec. 26 Bazan Bay Ruddy Duck (2) 
The Goodwills 

Turkey V u l t u r e (1) Dec. 22 Malahat 
Alan Peterson 

Goshawk (1) Dec. 14 Otter P o i n t 
Ralph Fryer 

Golden Eagle (1 ad. ) Dec. 4 Martindale 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 
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Peregrine Falcon (1) Dec. 

American K e s t r e l (1) Dec, 

(1) Dec. 

(1) Dec. 

L o n g - b i l l e d Dowitcher Dec. 
(2) 

Glaucous G u l l (1) Dec. 
(2nd year plmg.) 

Western G u l l (1) Dec, 

Barn Owl (1) Dec. 

Great Horned Owl (1) Dec. 

Short-eared Owl (1) Dec. 

Northern Shrike (1) Dec. 

(1) Dec, 

Rusty B l a c k b i r d (1) Dec, 

American G o l d f i n c h (30) Dec, 

White-throated Sparrow Dec, 
( 1 ) 

L i n c o l n ' s Sparrow (1) Dec, 

14 Cowichan Bay 
V i c Goodwill & 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 

1 North Saanich 
Jack W i l l i a m s 

4 Martindale 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 

22 
Vera Walker 

9 Cowichan Bay 
V i c Goodwill & 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 

7 B i l l i n g s S p i t 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 

2 D a l l a s Rd. pond 
Peggy Goodwill 

3 Over View St. 
Ralph F r y e r 

18 Christmas H i l l 
The Goodwills 

14 Cowichan Bay 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d & 
V i c Goodwill 

2 Crestview Rd. 
Florence G a l b r a i t h 

4 I s l a n d View 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 

23 Cowichan Bay 
V i c Goodwill 

22 Beacon H i l l 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 

28 Cordova Bay 
Mrs. B e l f o r d 

23 Cowichan Ponds 
V i c Goodwill 

A short report t h i s month. Most of the work 
has gone i n t o the Christmas count, besides not many 
b i r d e r s were out due to the wet weather and other 
seasonal a c t i v i t i e s . 

Wayne Campbell reported a C a t t l e Egret i n the 
Cowichan D i s t r i c t which seems t o have die d from 
s t a r v a t i o n . Wayne a l s o reported Fox Sparrows at 
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h i s feeder which were the l i g h t e r c o l o u r and more 
red d i s h shade of the eastern Fox Sparrow; the 
w r i t e r a l s o saw a b i r d of t h i s c o l o u r a t i o n on 
Lochside Drive near Sayward. 

Northern Shrikes seem a l o t s c a r c e r t h i s win­
t e r , only 2 reported t h i s month, but q u i t e a few 
hawks seem to be around. In a d d i t i o n t o those 
l i s t e d above, Florence G a l b r a i t h has seen a M e r l i n 
near her home s e v e r a l times i n the l a s t month and 
Ron S a t t e r f i e l d spotted one at Thetis Lake on 
Dec. 26. 

Dr. Harry C a r t e r has been f i n d i n g l o t s of 
White-winged Scoters and Black Oystercatchers 
from h i s boat, mainly on the rocks around Chatham 
I . , and Mr. C. Parslow discovered 10 Black Oyster-
catchers on Whiffen S p i t on Dec. 22. 

Your compiler hasn't had much luck t h i s month,-
a h y b r i d wigeon at Bazan Bay on Dec. 26 was i n t e r ­
e s t i n g as were the 2 Skylarks at T u l i s t a Park i n 
Sidney on the same day, the f i r s t I had seen at 
that spot. 

Let's make 1975 our best b i r d i n g year yet. 
The b i r d s are th e r e , a l l you have to do i s f i n d and 
report them. (656-1484). 

* * * * * * 

AUDUBON FILMS 

F r i d a y February 28 and Saturday March 1 w i l l 
see the l a s t of t h i s year's Audubon F i l m s e r i e s 
and i t looks l i k e a grand f i n a l e . Take advantage 
o f t h i s opportunity t o 'discover' or 'rediscover' 
the i n c r e d i b l e w i l d l i f e of F l o r i d a through Roy 
Coy's f i l m Wandering Through F l o r i d a . 

8:00 p.m. Friday 
2:30 and 8:00 p.m. Saturday 

Newcombe Auditorium 
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KIDS COUNTRY 

Here's a l i t t l e word game to t e s t your s k i l l 
and knowledge. Unscramble these words (they're 
the names of animals) and when you've got them a l l , 
t r y t o guess whether each i s a day (diurnal) animal 
or a night (nocturnal) animal. 

1. ACROON 
3. VERBEA 
5. KUNKS 
7. TAB 
9. LOW 

2. ABRE 
4. LAMDALR 
6. URESLQIR 
8. KWAH 

10. TIRBAB 

H E H K I D S ! 
DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO T E L L ? 

- A GAME TO P L A Y ? 

- A P ICTURE TO DRAW? 

WHY NOT PUT IT HERE? 

W E ' V E GOT THE SPACE - HOW ABOUT I T ? ' 

RIDDLE! 

B i r d : Why are you going up th a t tree? 
C a t e r p i l l a r : To get some leaves to eat. 
B i r d : In the middle of February? 
C a t e r p i l l a r : Well, by the time I get up there 

i t ' 1 1 be s p r i n g . 

ACROSS THIS LAND w i t h C h r i s Walsh (part 4) 
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After a short stay in Jasper, Chris resumes his 
journey east. We j o i n him again as he leaves Jasper. 

We h i t the road at 4 a.m. and w i t h i n h a l f a 
mile had to stop to al l o w a great b u l l e l k to cross 
the road i n f u l l g l o r y . A few minutes l a t e r we were 
stopped again, t h i s time by a cow e l k c r o s s i n g . 

There weren't many b i r d s but we d i d see an 
Oregon Junco, a Raven, 3 Mallards and a Magpie. And, 
of course, there was the b e a u t i f u l Jasper scenery. 

On our way to Edmonton we n o t i c e d a herd of e l k 
i n the woods, s i x a l t o g e t h e r , three of them females. 
We checked i n at the Holiday Inn i n Edmonton and th a t 
afternoon v i s i t e d the A l b e r t a Game Farm. 

I guess we saw every k i n d 
There was an elephant named 
S a l l y and a lynx named Cookie. 
We saw Snowy Owls, Great 
Grey Owls, flamingos, 
trumpeters and w h i s t l e r s , and 
many others. There were 
wolver i n e s , l o t s of f e l i n e s 

l i o n s , t i g e r s , bobcats, 
leopards porcupines, 
mountain animals, t a p i r s , 
g i r a f f e s , camels, g o r i l l a s , 
rhinos and hippos. 

I wandered f o r hours i n amazement. 

The next day we set out f o r Brandon, Manitoba. 
I t was hot and windy c r o s s i n g the p r a i r i e s and the 
scenery wasn't s p e c t a c u l a r but I d i d manage to see a 
Bobwhite and considered myself lucky i n seeing a 
B i t t e r n . We a l s o saw a muskrat s i t t i n g on top of 
i t s house. 

of animal t h a t l i v e s . 

* * * * * * 
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ADULT PROGRAM 

Sat. Feb. 1 Ornithology, Sea B i r d s . Boat t r i p , 
courtesy Dr. H. C a r t e r . Leave Oak Bay 
Marina 9:00 a.m.; r e t u r n about 2:00 pm. 
Advance r e g i s t r a t i o n r e q u i r e d . Con­
t a c t Jack Williams (656-1484). Warm 
c l o t h i n g and strong stomachs a d v i s a b l e . 
Leader: Wayne Campbell (477-4221) 

Sat. Feb. 15 Repeat of above. 
Wed. Feb. 19 General Meeting. 8:00 pm, St. John's 

Ambulance Auditorium, 941 Pandora. 
Speakers: Jenny S i n g l e t o n , Jim Bennett 

Bruce F r e d e r i c k s 
Topic: A Park N a t u r a l i s t ' s L i f e Can Be 

Fun? 
Sat. Feb. 22 Botany. Mosses, l i c h e n s , woody phan-

erophytes. T h e t i s Lake. Morning only. 
Meet Mayfair Lanes 9:30 am. 
Leader: Stephen M i t c h e l l . 

JUNIOR PROGRAM 

Sat. Feb. 8 Margaret's Bay. D r i v e r s - Forbes 
Whitney 

Sat. Feb. 22 John Dean Park. D r i v e r s - Graham 
Callow 

Both outings at 1:30 pm from Mayfair 
Lanes parking l o t , Roderick & Oak. 
I f d r i v e r s not a v a i l a b l e contact 
G a i l M i t c h e l l as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

INTERMEDIATE PROGRAM 

Sat. Feb. 15 S l i d e Show: V i c t o r i a B i r d s by J e n n i f e r 
F i s h e r (592-0024) at 2224 Hampshire 
Terrace, V i c t o r i a ; 7:30 pm. 

* * * * * * 

C O O R D I N A T O R S 

P R O G R A M M E : 

Stephen R. Mitchel l 4321 Majestic Dr. 477-9248 

L E A D E R S : 

Dr. J .B . Tatum 305 • 1680 Poplar Ave. 477-1089 

T H E V I C T O R I A N A T U R A L I S T : 

Harold Hosford 303 Daniel PI. 478-5794 

U N I V E R S I T Y L I A I S O N : 

Dr. A lan P. Austin 4671 Spring Rd . 479-7889 

F E D E R A T I O N O F B.C. N A T U R A L I S T S : 

David Stirling 3500 Salisbury Way 385-4223 

A U D U B O N F I L M S : 

Miss Anne Adamson 1587 Clive Dr. 598-1623 

J U N I O R N A T U R A L I S T S : 

Mrs. Gail Mitchel l 4321 Majestic Dr. 477-9248 

L I B R A R I A N : 

A .R . Davidson 2144 Brighton Ave. 598-3088 

F R I E N D S OF T H E M U S E U M : 

Eric M . Counsell 1005 - 647 Michigan 386-3989 

R E S E A R C H : 
R ick H . Harcombe 461 Sparton 479-4958 




