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SAWFLIES 

Sawflies are i n s e c t s belonging to a group of seven or 
eight f a m i l i e s w i t h i n the great i n s e c t order Hymenoptera. 
Hymenoptera l i t e r a l l y means "membranous-winged" i n s e c t s , 
and the order i n c l u d e s bees, wasps and ants. The saw-
f l i e s , though d i s t a n t l y r e l a t e d to these three groups, 
d i f f e r i n a number of re s p e c t s , one of which i s the ab­
sence of the f a m i l i a r narrow p e d i c e l or "wa i s t " between 
the thorax and abdomen, seen so w e l l i n the wasps. 

Sa w f l i e s are named because the a d u l t female c a r r i e s on 
the end of her abdomen two double-edged "saws" or t e r e -
brae, w i t h which she cuts a s l i t i n the c u t i c l e of a l e a f 
i n which to l a y her eggs. 

The l a r v a e are remarkably s i m i l a r to moth c a t e r p i l l a r s ; 
t h i s i s a spl e n d i d example of p a r a l l e l e v o l u t i o n of two 
unrelated groups occupying a s i m i l a r e c o l o g i c a l n i c h e . 
However, they can be e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d once you know 
how. There are three c l u e s : the eyes, the legs and the 
abdomen. The c a t e r p i l l a r of a b u t t e r f l y or moth has 
s e v e r a l p a i r s of o c e l l i or "eyes"; they are minute and can 
be seen only on very c a r e f u l examination w i t h a strong 
magnifying g l a s s . The sawfly c a t e r p i l l a r bears one la r g e 
and conspicuous o c e l l u s on each s i d e of the head; these 
can e a s i l y be seen w i t h the naked eye. 

The c a t e r p i l l a r s of b u t t e r f l i e s and moths have the 
usual three, but r e l a t i v e l y weak, p a i r s of true legs on 
the f i r s t three segments; then, on segments 6 to 9, four 
or fewer strong p a i r s of p r o l e g s , and a strong p a i r of 
cla s p e r s at the very end. (See, f o r example, Terese Todd's 
cover photograph, V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t , October 1971.) The 
sawfly c a t e r p i l l a r has the same three p a i r s of tru e l e g s , 
but the p r o l e g s s t a r t on segment 5 and there may be s i x to 
eight p a i r s of them a l l the way along the abdomen. These 
prolegs are r e l a t i v e l y weak. The c a t e r p i l l a r holds 
on w i t h i t s t r u e l e g s . The abdomen i s e i t h e r c u r l e d 
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up underneath when the i n s e c t i s at r e s t ; or i f d i s ­
turbed, i t may hol d i t s abdomen up i n the a i r . 

The great m a j o r i t y of s a w f l i e s belong to the l a r g e 
f a m i l y Tenthredinidae. The c a t e r p i l l a r i l l u s t r a t e d on 
t h i s month's cover, however, i s one of the Giant Saw-
f l i e s , Cimbex americana, of the f a m i l y Cimbicidae. I t 
occurs i n the V i c t o r i a area, and the one shown, which was 
lemon-yellow w i t h a black-bordered b l u e d o r s a l l i n e , was 
reared on w i l l o w . I t i s s a i d to exude an obnoxious 
l i q u i d when alarmed. I d i d not experience t h i s , but i t 
d i d once give me a sharp n i p w i t h i t s mandibles. 

A few s a w f l i e s are garden pests or ( e s p e c i a l l y the 
f a m i l y D i p r i o n i d a e ) pests of conifero u s f o r e s t s . Some 
have q u i t e c u r i o u s l i f e - h i s t o r i e s . The red d i s h o v a l -
shaped b l i s t e r g a l l s seen o f t e n on w i l l o w leaves each 
contain a small sawfly l a r v a which has, presumably by 
chemical s e c r e t i o n s , induced the p l a n t to form the g a l l . 
Yet i n t h i s case, the g a l l a c t u a l l y s t a r t s to form as 
soon as the egg has been l a i d . 

Readers may oft e n have n o t i c e d what appear to be 
numbers of t i n y , b l a c k , s l i m y slugs c r a w l i n g over the 
leaves of pear, hawthorn, cherry or rose and e a t i n g the 
upper c u t i c l e of the leaves. They are not slugs but are 
the l a r v a e of another sawfly, which i s s a i d to have been 
introduced from Europe. 

My f a v o u r i t e i s the Jumping D i s c Sawfly, Phyllotoma  
a c e r i s , which I used to know i n England. I do not know 
i f i t has any c l o s e r e l a t i v e s here. I t feeds between the 
c u t i c l e s of the l e a f of a species of maple known i n 
England as a Sycamore. (Not to be confused w i t h the 
American Sycamore, which i s a Platanus.) When i t i s 
ready to pupate, i t cuts a pe r f o r a t e d c i r c u l a r d i s c i n 
the upper c u t i c l e , and i t spins a web, so that i t i s 
trapped between the web and the c i r c u l a r d i s c of the up­
per c u t i c l e . I t then cuts the f i n a l p e r f o r a t i o n s , and 
the d i s c f a l l s to the f o r e s t f l o o r w i t h the i n s e c t i n s i d e 
i t . I f i t lands on u n s u i t a b l e ground f o r pupation, the 
di s c j e r k s and jumps along the ground u n t i l i t f i n d s con­
d i t i o n s that are j u s t r i g h t f o r the l a r v a w i t h i n . I am 
sure that Horatio never dreamed of anything l i k e that i n 
h i s philosophy. 

by Jeremy Tatum. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

1972 - 1973 

On one occasion during t h i s past year, i n order to en­
l i v e n our otherwise d u l l and ponderous executive meetings, 
I played a l i t t l e , perhaps p u e r i l e , j o k e , and placed on 
the agenda an item l a b e l l e d " P r e s i d e n t i a l Address". 
Whether any of my f e l l o w - o f f i c e r s imagined that I was 
about to announce a major departure from our t r a d i t i o n a l 
procedure at the Annual General Meeting I s h a l l never 
know. The f a c t of the matter, however, was nothing more 
momentous than t h a t I had moved to a new apartment and 
theref o r e I had changed my address. Tonight, however, i t 
i s the r e a l t h i n g , and i t i s my duty and pleasure to r e ­
view f o r you the a c t i v i t i e s of our S o c i e t y during the 
year 1972 - 1973. 

I wonder how many of you l i k e p a r s n i p s . I am one of 
those who do not, but I am a good boy, I know they have 
to be eaten, and I l i k e to eat them a l l up f a s t at the 
beginning; then I can f o r g e t the nasty t a s t e and look 
forward to the b e t t e r t h i n g s to come. 

Last year we had only a very small h e l p i n g of pa r s n i p s , 
but i t d i d have an unpleasant t a s t e . I r e f e r to the mat­
t e r s of c r i t i c i s m and g o s s i p . As P r e s i d e n t , I r e c e i v e a 
f a i r amount of m a i l and some of i t i s q u i t e c r i t i c a l . 
T h i s , I do not mind; i t i s something I expect and i t goes 
w i t h the j o b . However, other members of my executive 
have been the subject of t o t a l l y m a l i c i o u s gossip behind 
t h e i r backs, or they (or t h e i r husbands or wives who are 
not even members of our Society) have re c e i v e d i n s u l t i n g 
telephone c a l l s c o n t a i n i n g q u i t e s e r i o u s a l l e g a t i o n s from 
misinformed and d i s g r u n t l e d c a l l e r s . I am glad to say 
t h i s has i n v o l v e d only a small number of our membership, 
though t h i s k i n d of t h i n g i s p o t e n t i a l l y very damaging to 
our S o c i e t y . I s h a l l say no more about i t , f o r a l l of us 
w i l l wish to t r e a t i t w i t h the contempt i t deserves. 

The r e s t of the meal i s a f e a s t f i t f o r a k i n g , and I 
am anxious to get on w i t h i t . I t i s t r u e that there have 
been o c c a s i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i f f i c u l t i e s concerned w i t h 
the membership l i s t and the production of the V i c t o r i a 
N a t u r a l i s t ; but we are l e a r n i n g from these d i f f i c u l t i e s 
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and are t a k i n g steps to ensure that they w i l l not r e c u r . 
Though production of the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t has some­
times been behind schedule, the magazine i t s e l f has 
maintained the h i g h q u a l i t y that has long been a s s o c i ­
ated w i t h our S o c i e t y . 

Many members have s e l f l e s s l y given hours of t h e i r 
time i n the complex business of running t h i s l a r g e 
s o c i e t y . I am remembering not only those members of the 
executive who have r e g u l a r l y attended our meetings or 
who have otherwise worked hard and w i l l i n g l y f o r us, but 
a l s o those non-executive members who, q u i e t l y and r e ­
l i a b l y , have c a r r i e d on v a r i o u s humdrum but e s s e n t i a l 
t a s k s , such as envelope-addressing, coffee-making, bank­
in g of Audubon proceeds and o t h e r s . I am very much aware 
of the c o n t r i b u t i o n s of a l l , and I am very g r a t e f u l . 

I am not going to mention the names of everyone, but, 
i f the others w i l l f o r g i v e me, I must r e c a l l two members 
who, f o r many years, have put t h e i r hearts and souls i n ­
to the welfare of our S o c i e t y and who now step down. 
The o r g a n i z a t i o n of the Audubon f i l m shows i s one of the 
most demanding tasks of the S o c i e t y . To c a r r y t h i s out 
w i t h u t t e r r e l i a b i l i t y and e f f i c i e n c y f o r f i f t e e n years 
u n t i l V i c t o r i a became the only c i t y i n North America 
w i t h three showings, and to ensure that the considerable 
p r o f i t s were used i n the support of conservation, r e ­
q u i r e s a great person. A l l of us w i l l agree t h a t , i n 
Enid Lemon, our Society found a great person. 

The other member whom I s h a l l mention by name i s one 
whom I f i r s t f i n d mentioned i n the minutes as s e r v i n g i n 
executive c a p a c i t y i n the e a r l y 1950's. Today, t h i s 
member has an outstanding r e c o r d of l o y a l t y to our 
s o c i e t y , and an e x t r a o r d i n a r y r e c o r d of attendance at our 
f u n c t i o n s , whether general or executive meetings, f i e l d 
t r i p s i n o r n i t h o l o g y , botany, marine b i o l o g y or entomol­
ogy, or help w i t h the J u n i o r s . I t i s high time that 
formal r e c o g n i t i o n was given to the c o n t r i b u t i o n made to 
t h i s s o c i e t y by Katherine Sherman. 

We have had an e x c e l l e n t v a r i e t y of t o p i c s i n our 
general meetings, from f o r e s t i n s e c t s to algae, from 
wolves to t r i p s i n northern B.C. or expeditions to A f r i c a . 
Our f i e l d t r i p s have been going f a r t h e r a f i e l d than 
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u s u a l . There was a general i n t e r e s t o u t i n g h e l d j o i n t l y 
w i t h the Cowichan V a l l e y N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y at Skutz 
F a l l s . There were b i r d t r i p s i n a l l months except 
December, when the Christmas B i r d Count was h e l d . The 
o r n i t h o l o g y s e c t i o n i s now i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n scope a f t e r a 
h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l e x p e d i t i o n a l l the way to Dungeness 
S p i t . Those who went s t i l l remember w i t h excitement the 
W i l l e t , the S a n d h i l l Cranes, the F o r k - t a i l e d P e t r e l s and 
many ot h e r s . Ten botany f i e l d t r i p s were h e l d . Again 
there were t r i p s f a r a f i e l d , f o r example to Green Moun­
t a i n , to Jordan Meadows and to East Sooke Park. Each 
t r i p has had a d e f i n i t e theme, such as s p r i n g f l o w e r s , 
l i c h e n s , f e r n s , mosses, f u n g i or subalpine p l a n t s . There 
was one marine b i o l o g y outing and no entomology meeting. 

There were some 10,000 v i s i t o r s to F r a n c i s Park during 
the year. A great deal of necessary maintenance work has 
been done i n the park and the nature house, but t h i s es­
s e n t i a l work has not hampered such e x p l o r a t o r y a c t i v i t i e s 
as the d i s c o v e r y of a new cave there . The f o r t y - e i g h t 
J u n i o r Members have perhaps been, under the guidance of 
t h e i r devoted leaders and h e l p e r s , the most ener g e t i c 
group i n the s o c i e t y , w i t h no fewer than f o r t y - f o u r t r i p s 
or working weekends. The Open House held by these 
J u n i o r s at F r a n c i s Park on A p r i l 7 was one of the most 
encouraging things I saw i n the course of the year. I n ­
deed the energy of these youngsters i s an example from 
which we a d u l t s should s u r e l y be i n s p i r e d . 

F i f t y - s i x observers took p a r t i n the Christmas B i r d  
Count, and, though we found 123 s p e c i e s , i n c l u d i n g a  
Rusty B l a c k b i r d , which i s new to our Count, once again 
we had to y i e l d the Canadian crown to our colleagues i n 
Vancouver who found the highest number of species i n the 
n a t i o n . The Annual B i r d Report f o r 1971, i n v o l v i n g the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of some s i x t y people, has s o l d some 350 
copies to a l l p a r t s of t h i s continent as w e l l as a few i n 
Europe, though, i n s p i t e of the reduced p r i c e , o n ly 35 
were bought by members of t h i s s o c i e t y . 

Delegates from our s o c i e t y were at the meetings of the 
Federation of B.C. N a t u r a l i s t s a t P a r k s v i l l e and at 
Kamloops, and at the Canadian Nature Fede r a t i o n at 
Edmonton. Input from our s o c i e t y to t h i s important pro-
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v i n c i a l and n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s has been con s i d e r a b l e . 
The v o i c e of n a t u r a l i s t s i s now becoming a v o i c e to be 

l i s t e n e d t o . One of the biggest success s t o r i e s of the 
year o r i g i n a t e d when s e v e r a l of our members began to en­
qui r e i n t o the r e g u l a t i o n s governing b i r d s of prey i n 
B r i t i s h Columbia. These i n v e s t i g a t i o n s uncovered the 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y circumstance that i n 1972 the F i s h and  
W i l d l i f e Branch had issued permits f o r the capture f o r 
pet-keeping i n B r i t i s h Columbia of 11 Goshawks, 7 
Cooper's Hawks, 3 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 10 R e d - t a i l e d 
Hawks, 1 Golden Eagle, 6 P r a i r i e Falcons, 9 Peregrine 
Falcons, 1 Pigeon Hawk and 19 Sparrow Hawks, an a s t o n i s h ­
i n g t o t a l of 67 b i r d s . I t was f u r t h e r d i s c l o s e d that the 
r e g u l a t i o n s allowed permits to be i s s u e d f o r keeping of 
most of these species by persons from the age of twelve 
years. The M i n i s t e r of Recreation and Conservation has 
p e r s o n a l l y thanked some of our members f o r drawing these  
anomalies to h i s a t t e n t i o n , as a r e s u l t of which the 
r e l e v a n t r e g u l a t i o n s are to undergo immediate r e v i s i o n . 
To those who b e l i e v e our s o c i e t y i s no longer an e f f e c ­
t i v e organ f o r c o n s e r v a t i o n , t h i s example should 
demonstrate what concerned n a t u r a l i s t s can do when they 
know t h e i r f a c t s and are not a f r a i d to speak t h e i r minds. 
Let us a l l take courage from t h i s success and face the 
f u t u r e w i t h a new optimism, ready to t a c k l e without f e a r 
and t i m i d i t y a l l the other problems that l i e before us i n 
the avowed purpose of our C o n s t i t u t i o n , which i s to study 
and p r o t e c t w i l d fauna and f l o r a and t h e i r h a b i t a t s . 

... J.B. Tatum, President 
8th May 1973. 
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

Please note t h a t our f i n a n c i a l year ended on A p r i l 
30th, so dues f o r the forthcoming year are now payable. 

The next i s s u e of the ' N a t u r a l i s t ' w i l l be on 
September 1 s t , and c o n t r i b u t i o n s of a r t i c l e s on n a t u r a l 
h i s t o r y s u b j e c t s w i l l be welcomed by our new e d i t o r , 
Mrs. Mayford Slocombe, 3134 Henderson Road, V i c t o r i a . 
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A CORMORANT - BUT WHICH ONE? 
by David S t i r l i n g 

The coasts and waters of southwestern B r i t i s h Columbia 
are home to three kinds of cormorants. Can you i d e n t i f y 
them? 

The DOUBLE CRESTED CORMORANT i s a LARGE b i r d having 
brownish-black plumage. IMMATURES have a GREY-WHITE 
NECK and BREAST. In a l l seasons the a d u l t s have a YEL­
LOW GULAR POUCH. In breeding plumage t h i s b i r d has short 
plume-tufts on the head, though these can only be seen at 
close range. Nesting i s on the edges of the top of rocky 
i s l a n d s , sometimes i n t r e e s . The s t i c k nests become hi g h 
(both l i t e r a l l y and f i g u r a t i v e l y ) a f t e r many years of use 
HABITAT: Look f o r t h i s species on FRESH WATER LAKES, 
RIVERS and BRACKISH WATERS of LAGOONS and INLETS. F r e ­
quently s i t s on p i l i n g s and i n t r e e s . 

The BRANDT'S CORMORANT, as LARGE as the Double-crested 
has dark chocolate-brown plumage. A BLUE GULAR POUCH 
w i t h a BUFFY BAND BELOW i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h i s b i r d . 
In breeding plumage lo n g , white, h a i r - l i k e plumes hang 
down from the head and neck. Nests are b u i l t on top of 
rocky I s l a n d s on the west coast of Vancouver I s l a n d and 
the s t a t e of Washington. Brandt's i s the MOST PELAGIC 
and MOST GREGARIOUS of the three west coast cormorants. 
HABITAT: S t r i c t l y the sea. This b i r d never f l i e s over 
land. I t can normally be seen SITTING ON ROCKY ISLETS 
j u s t o f f - s h o r e or FISHING i n LARGE FLOCKS f a r t h e r out at 
sea than the other two cormorants. 

The PELAGIC CORMORANT i s the SMALLEST of the west 
coast cormorants. Plumage i s a s h i n i n g i r r i d e s c e n t b l a c k 
w i t h green and v i o l e t r e f l e c t i o n s - i t s o l d name was 
" v i o l e t - g r e e n cormorant". I t has a THIN NECK and BILL; 
the GULAR POUCH IS SMALL, RED and not n o t i c e a b l e . A 
WHITE FLANK PATCH i s conspicuous i n breeding plumage, 
e s p e c i a l l y i n f l i g h t , and there i s a suggestion of a 
b l a c k c r e s t on e i t h e r s i d e of the head. Nesting i s on 
the face of c l i f f s - on the l i t t l e ledges that j u t out 
from the s i d e s . HABITAT: Watch f o r i t on ROCKY SHORES 
and ISLETS. I t i s o f t e n SOLITARY or found i n SMALL 
GROUPS. I t dives CLOSE to ROCKY SHORES f o r b l e n n i e s and 
other k e l p - d w e l l i n g f i s h . 
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THE FEDERATION MEETING 
(your d e l e g a t e ' s r e p o r t ) 

Saturday A p r i l 14 was the date and sunny Kamloops the 
place f o r the A p r i l Federation of B.C. N a t u r a l i s t s ' 
annual s p r i n g meeting. The u s u a l day-long meeting was 
held at Cariboo College on the h i l l o v e r l o o k i n g the 
North Thompson and Kamloops v a l l e y s . 

A good "turn out" of members from clubs a l l around 
the province provided approximately 60 p a r t i c i p a n t s f o r 
the d i s c u s s i o n s . 

We a l l were pleased to hear that the Federation i s 
now f i n a n c i a l l y solvent w i t h a bank balance of $3060. 
However si n c e we are a r a p i d l y growing o r g a n i z a t i o n 
serving the i n t e r e s t s of some 5,000 members throughout 
B.C. we were asked to p l a n f o r the day when a paid execu­
t i v e could see to the i n c r e a s i n g burdens of conserva­
t i o n matters on a f u l l time b a s i s . 
RESOLUTIONS: 

As usual these were presented w i t h e f f i c i e n t good 
humour by Dick Stace-Smith of the Conservation Commit­
tee and l i v e l y debate surrounded some of the contro­
v e r s i a l i s s u e s . Our Club's r e s o l u t i o n concerning the 
p r o t e c t i o n of the wolf (canis lupus) was questioned by 
F i s h and W i l d l i f e o f f i c i a l s but was passed without 
amendment. I t provides f o r p r o t e c t i o n f o r the wolf ex­
cept where l i v e s t o c k depredations are proven and even i n 
those cases to seek a l t e r n a t i v e methods of l i v e s t o c k 
p r o t e c t i o n and to pay compensation to the farmer f o r h i s 
l o s s e s . The use of poison as a method of dest r o y i n g 
troublesome i n d i v i d u a l s was to cease. The Vancouver  
I s l a n d sub-species (canis lupus crassodon) was to r e ­
ceive continued t o t a l p r o t e c t i o n . 

Other important r e s o l u t i o n s passed r e l a t e d to: 
*The p r e s e r v a t i o n of Rattlesnake Point and Cosens Bay on 
Kalamalka Lake as a Nature Conservancy. 

*The e x c l u s i o n of ATVS, Motor b i k e s and tracked ve­
h i c l e s from a l p i n e zones i n B.C. 

*That t i d a l e s t u a r i e s be given s p e c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

continued on page 17 
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1971-72 

$1,451 

100 
13 
80 
52 
8 

1,704 

1,264 
214 
45 
23 

311 

5 
5 
6 
10 
14 

VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY  
STATEMENTS OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURES  

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 APRIL, 1973. 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 
Income 
1972-73 membership dues 
( 2 s u s t a i n i n g ; 82 f a m i l y ; 
236 s i n g l e ; 29 j unior) 
Sales and s u b s c r i p t i o n s - N a t u r a l i s t 
Sale of b i r d check l i s t s 
Donations 
Bank I n t e r e s t 
Miscellaneous 

Expenditures 
N a t u r a l i s t - production and m a i l i n g 
Cost of meetings 
Postage and s t a t i o n e r y 
B i r d count 
B.C. Federation dues and expenses 
A f f i l i a t i o n fees: 
B.C. Waterfowl So c i e t y 
Okanagan-Similkameen Park Society 
Canadian Nature Federation 
Friends of the P r o v i n c i a l Museum 
Miscellaneous 

1972-73 

$1,305.15 

20.24 
20.25 
58.41 
30.85  

1,434.90 

961.23 
185.00 
90.23 
23.59 

220.00 

5.00 
5.00 
6.00 

10.00 
81.45 

1,897 1,587 .50 
193 EXCESS OF EXPENDITURES OVER INCOME 152 .60 
250 Transfer from Audubon account -
20 Transfer from Scholarship account -

1,627 Funds on hand at beginning of year 1,704 .38 
$1,704 FUNDS ON HAND AT END OF YEAR $1,551 .78 

1971-72 

$5,279 
121 

|- 5,400 

2,652 
850 
454 
124 
25 

4,105 
1,295 

900 
250 
145 

2,961 

$3,106 

*Note: 

AUDUBON ACCOUNT 
Income 
T i c k e t s a l e s and admissions 
Bank i n t e r e s t 

1972-73 

$4,669.40 
86.67  

4,756.07 

Expenditures 
N a t i o n a l Audubon Soc i e t y 
Cost of meetings 
A d v e r t i s i n g 
T i c k e t s and f o l d e r s 
Customs duty 

EXCESS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURES 
Authorized a p p r o p r i a t i o n s 
Transfer to General account 

Funds on hand at beginning of year 
FUNDS ON HAND AT END OF YEAR 

Reserve to guarantee payment of 
1973-74 N a t i o n a l Audubon Soc i e t y 
c o n t r a c t (approved and signed) 
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s recommended: 
F r a n c i s Park Board - Summer Student 
Canadian Nature Federation 
Delegate to C.N.F., H a l i f a x 
Two students - Museum Outdoor Ed. Centre 
Balance a v a i l a b l e f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n 

2,644.41 
890.00 
463.12 
88.65 
18.87  

4,105.05 
651.02 
450.00 

201.02 
3,106.38 

$3,307.40* 

2,625.00 

250.00 
100.00 
200.00 
50.00 
82.40 

$3,307.40 
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and study before i n d u s t r i a l or other development takes 
p l a c e . 

*That the pink lady's s l i p p e r (calypso bulbosa) be pro­
tected by s t a t u t e . 

*That the F.B.C.N, urge the f e d e r a l government to be 
prepared f o r o i l and chemical s p i l l s and to supplement 
shi p p i n g c o n t r o l s to p r o t e c t our c o a s t a l l i f e zones. 

As part of the r e s o l u t i o n s ' d i s c u s s i o n s e v e r a l clubs 
requested that the progress on r e s o l u t i o n s be reported 
to sponsoring c l u b s . 

An important d e c i s i o n was taken r e l a t i n g to F.B.C.N, 
f i n a n c i a l support of member club's p u b l i c a t i o n s r e l a t i n g 
to n a t u r a l h i s t o r y . Support was contingent on the 
Clubs' submission of a d e t a i l e d proposal to the F.B.C.N, 
f o r approval. 

I t was decided to send a l e t t e r of commendation to 
Resources M i n i s t e r Bob Williams f o r h i s c r e a t i o n of nine  
new P r o v i n c i a l parks t o t a l l i n g almost 2,000,000 acres. 

At the Saturday n i g h t banquet Richard Wright, 
n a t u r a l i s t , Federation d i r e c t o r , author, and photo­
grapher gave an e x c e l l e n t i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k on Canada's 
undeveloped n a t u r a l assets and the need f o r t h e i r con­
s e r v a t i o n . 

Sunday's f i e l d t r i p s o f f e r e d delegates a choice of 
v i s i t s to the McQueen Lake Environmental Study Center, 
to a w i l d f l o w e r meadow near Chase or to a waterfowl area. 
A l l three t r i p s were w e l l attended. 

Kamioop's f i r s t h o s t i n g of the F.B.C.N, annual meet­
ing was an u n q u a l i f i e d success w i t h the arrangements f o r 
delegates, the meeting p l a c e , the entertainment, and the 
f i e l d t r i p s , a l l c a r e f u l l y planned and d e l i g h t f u l l y pre­
sented by the Kamloops Club. 

Another value to your delegate was h i s f i r s t e x p e r i ­
ence of seeing a hawk mig r a t i o n of some 35 b i r d s which 
in c l u d e d : 8 roughlegged, 25 marsh hawks, 1 Swainson's 
hawk, 1 Harlan's hawk, as w e l l as 2 golden eagles and 8 
short-eared owls I 

A l t o g e t h e r the meeting was i n t e r e s t i n g , e x c i t i n g and 
notable f o r i t s c o l l e c t i o n of v i t a l people a l l con­
cerned f o r the w e l f a r e of w i l d l i f e and n a t u r a l h i s t o r y . 

Kerry R. Joy 
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THE DAWN WATCH 
On Sunday, May 6, 1973, f i v e of us j o i n e d our l e a d e r , 

Dr. J.B. Tatum, behind the U n i v e r s i t y Stadium, f o r a 
dawn b i r d f i e l d t r i p . A l ready, at 3:53 am, Dr. Tatum 
had heard a Ringneck Pheasant, and at 3:59 a K i l l d e e r . 
Because the 4 am s t a r t was d a y l i g h t savings time, the 
sky was s t i l l dark, although the human-occupied land was 
pockmarked w i t h e l e c t r i c l i g h t s w e l l i n t o the emerging 
dawn. 

At 4:05 a Screech Owl hooted from the nearby woods, 
as we a l l stood i n s i l e n t v i g i l , l i k e human radars. 
This Owl was our s t a r performer, i n c r e a s i n g i n frequency 
as the dawn progressed. Was he mesmerised by Dr. 
Tatum's p e r f e c t c a l l i n g to him? He d i d answer every 
time and flew nearer the more Dr. Tatum c a l l e d h i s notes, 
s e t t l i n g i n a t r e e about 20 f e e t from us, g i v i n g us a l l 
good viewing, d e s p i t e the weak grey l i g h t . 

We continued to stay a w h i l e longer i n the overcast 
c h i l l there where the woods and f i e l d s were adjacent and 
at 4:20 heard a Robin sound alarm and then a few minutes 
l a t e r (4:27) i t s t a r t e d s i n g i n g . Skylark music g e n t l y 
r o l l e d some distance away at 4:40 am and at 4:47 v i o l e t  
green swallows c a l l e d . Towards 5 am, more and more b i r d 
sounds swelled w i t h the dawn and one had i n c r e a s i n g l y to 
s i f t the r o b i n songs from one's hearing. 5:05 timed i n 
the f i r s t Glaucous Winged G u l l , a r c i n g overhead, as the 
Screech Owl i n h i s tree increased h i s tempo. At 5:16 
a Townee rasped i t s " a u d i o - i d e n t i t y " . 

But now we moved on i n t o the woods, and foll o w e d 
Indian f i l e the t r a i l s over to Gordon Head Road. At 
5:26 we r e j o i c e d to the Orange Crown Warbler t r i l l i n g as 
the day awoke, w h i l e at the same moment a Bewick's Wren 
gave out one of i t s songs. At 5:33 another Bewick 
soloed and at 5:33 the s i n g l e note of the Swainson's  
Thrush s i g n a l l e d from a l o f t . How we wished then f o r 
Terese Todd's p e r f e c t d u p l i c a t i o n of i t s c a l l that the 
Swainson might p l a y i t again. Farther along, a Band  
T a i l Pigeon's s o f t v e l v e t sound came i n at 5:40, and at 
5:41 the Nuthatch's own s p e c i a l z i n g buzz. A Song  
Sparrow countered w i t h "music music" at 5:52, and at 
5:57 an Evening Grosbeak sang out, and a Qu a i l gave 
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f o r t h i t s own Spring c a l l . A l s o at 5:57 a Western F l y ­ 
catcher sounded, and at 6 am the woodwind r i n g of the 
Red Wing B l a c k b i r d . 

Emerging from the woods o f f Gordon Head Road, we 
watched an Orange Crown Warbler s i t t i n g on a w i r e (seen 
and heard!). Chickadees, more Pheasant fowl c a l l s , and 
a Golden Crown Sparrow w i t h i t s matching golden notes, 
these were some of the "around 6 am" si n g e r s there where 
f i e l d and woods met. And as we walked back towards our 
cars, a Cowbird - White Crown Sparrow - V i o l e t - g r e e n 
Swallows - and B a n d t a i l Pigeon - a l l sang out to the 
j u s t l i g h t i n g day. 

And so we do give heart-warmed THANKS to our l e a d e r , 
Dr. J.B. Tatum, and hope we can have another Dawn Chorus. 
For b i r d v i g i l i n g the b i r t h of day has a very s p e c i a l 
MOREness about i t . L e t ' s do i t again, p l e a s e ! 

... Kaye S u t t i l l 

A STORY BY JEREMY TATUM 
Among the more unusual of the r a r e b i r d s i g h t i n g s of 

recent months was that of a White Stork Aconia c i c o n i a . 
Normally of r e s i d e n t of Europe, a b i r d that was undoubt­
edly of t h i s species was seen f l y i n g over Saanich on 
A p r i l 11th. A f t e r c i r c l i n g overhead f o r some time, the 
b i r d e v e n t u a l l y landed on the roof of a house i n K i l g a r y 
P l a c e . 

I t appeared to be c a r r y i n g a f a i r l y l a r g e object i n 
i t s b i l l . I t was seen to drop the object down the 
chimney, a f t e r which i t f l e w o f f and was not seen again. 

On i n v e s t i g a t i n g , the r e s i d e n t s , Mr. and Mrs. Wayne  
Campbell, found a sm a l l bundle t i e d w i t h blue ribbon i n 
the g r a t e . I n s i d e , they found a baby boy which they have 
decided to keep, and have named him Sean. The Campbells, 
who have made extensive s t u d i e s of b i r d m i g r a t i o n , t e l l 
us that although the species was w e l l o u t s i d e i t s normal 
range, they had been expecting to see i t f o r some months. 
Nevertheless, they are both to be warmly congratulated on 
t h e i r e x c i t i n g o b s e r v a t i o n . 
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NOTES FROM A NEW BIRDER. 

My f a t h e r was a keen n a t u r a l i s t and b i r d e r , and he 
passed t h i s love on to me. But I t wasn't u n t i l these 
past two w i n t e r s when I took the B i r d Recognition course, 
given by David S t i r l i n g and Ralph F r y e r , that I r e a l l y 
knew how to watch b i r d s . Since then I have been put­
t i n g i n t o p r a c t i s e the knowledge gained, both In V i c t o r i a , 
and i n the Salmon Arm and Shuswap areas, w h i l e on h o l i ­
days. In August, 1971, I l i s t e d approximately 35 sp e c i e s , 
and thought I had done r a t h e r w e l l I This past summer I 
observed twice that number. 

There have always been Ospreys, n e s t i n g i n the Shuswap  
Lake area, but modern progress has d r i v e n them f u r t h e r up 
i n t o the remoter two main arms of the l a k e . When my 
fa m i l y went on a canoe camping t r i p up the Seymour Arm, 
they spotted f i v e nests and some d e f i n i t e l y had young. 
They watched a l a r g e f i s h being brought to one nest, 
dropped i n t o i t to the other parent b i r d , and three 
downy heads disappeared to enjoy t h e i r meal. They a l s o 
saw many common Loon, the v o i c e of which, to me, i s the 
most hauntingly b e a u t i f u l of a l l b i r d s , and always b r i n g s 
n o s t a l g i c memories to mind. On numerous occasions_Golden 
Eagles have been seen. I saw s e v e r a l Turkey V u l t u r e s and 
I b e l i e v e a p a i r are known to have nested i n the area 
t h i s year. I was t a l k i n g to Mr. and Mrs. Jim Mack, of  
Enderby, who t o l d me that the b i r d s of prey are making 
a.come back I n t h i s area. There are fewer Mourning Doves  
and Western K i n g b i r d s as compared to l a s t year, but 
Eastern K i n g b i r d s seem to be more common. 

A new b i r d f o r me was the L a z u l i Bunting, which has 
been appearing i n t h i s area more f r e q u e n t l y over the 
past few years. The Mountain B l u e b i r d i s h o l d i n g i t s ' 
own, but i s not as numerous as i t was years ago. There 
were a good number of f i v e v a r i e t i e s of swallows, Western  
Wood Pewees everywhere - I even spotted three f u l l y 
fledged young s i t t i n g beside "a l i c h e n covered cup on a 
h o r i z o n t a l branch" to quote Petersons' Western F i e l d 
Guide — va r i o u s w a r b l e r s , M a c G i l l i v r a y s , Audubons, 
Yellowthroat and more. But my most rewarding time was 
spent at what I c a l l 'My Pond', because, as c h i l d r e n , 
we skated i n the w i n t e r and r a f t e d and caught frogs i n 
the summer-. The only b i r d s I remember at that time 
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were the Red-winged B l a c k b i r d s , but today, w i t h no one to 
di s t u r b them, and the e s p e c i a l l y high water l e v e l t h i s 
s p r i n g , the pond has remained f u l l , and i t was a b i r d  
watchers p a r a d i s e . 

I saw everything from Swallows, K i n g f i s h e r s , and an 
Osprey overhead, to the Warblers, F l y c a t c h e r s , V i r e o s , 
and Water Thrush i n the trees and shrubs around the pond, 
to the water f o w l , p a r t i c u l a r l y many Cabot w i t h young of 
vary i n g ages, to the shorebirds — S n i p e , K i l l d e e r , Lesser  
Y e l l o w l e g s , Spotted and S o l i t a r y Sandpipers. But the most 
e x c i t i n g of a l l was a Sora R a i l , i n f u l l view, i n b r i g h t 
s u n l i g h t , not twenty f e e t from where I was standing. Close 
by the Sora, minding i t s ' own business, a muskrat was 
clea n i n g h i s whiskers! I have been t o l d many times that 
to see b i r d s one must be quiet and t h i s t r u t h was brought 
home to me as I stood s i l e n t l y under the weeping w i l l o w s , 
l i s t e n i n g and watching the b i r d s come and go a l l around 
me, but f o r the most part unaware of my presence. T r u l y 
t h i s was a memorable b i r d i n g experience. 

... Anne Knowles 

MIRACLE BEACH FIELD TRIP 
A week-end t r i p to M i r a c l e Beach i s planned f o r June 

16th and 17th. The t r i p w i l l combine birdwatching, 
marine b i o l o g y and scenery. I t i n c l u d e s a v i s i t to the 
M i r a c l e Beach P r o v i n c i a l Park Nature House w i t h the Park 
N a t u r a l i s t s . Birdwatching at Oyster Bay, Black Creek, 
the A l d e r s and the Comox Slough. We are hoping to see 
Red-breasted Sapsuckers, Bald Eagles and Huttons V i r e o s . 

Accomodation: M i r a c l e Beach Resort and Store, R.R. #1 
Black Creek - housekeeping u n i t s . 
Teena's Tent and T r a i l e r Park - Tenting. Showers and 
f l u s h t o i l e t s . 
M i r a c l e Beach P r o v i n c i a l Park - Tenting. 
Please arrange your own accomodation. 
Please l e t me know by June 9 (385-4223) (a) i f you are 
going (b) i f you need t r a n s p o r t a t i o n (c) i f you can 
o f f e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Ruth S t i r l i n g 
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SUMMER PROGRAMME 1973 

Marine Biology 
Saturday, June 2nd 

Botany F i e l d T r i p 
Sunday, June 10th: 

B i r d T i e l d T r i p 
Saturday & Sunday 
June 16th & 17th: 

Botany F i e l d T r i p 
Saturday, J u l y 7th; 

B i r d F i e l d T r i p 
Saturday, J u l y 21st 

Botany F i e l d T r i p 
August 3rd t o 6th: 

B i r d F i e l d T r i p 
Saturday, August 18 

Smugglers' Cove, Ten M i l e P o i n t , 
10 a.m. or at M a y f a i r Lanes at 
9:30 a.m. A two-hour meeting. 
Wear rubber boots and c a r r y a 
walking s t i c k . 
Leader: J e n n i f e r Brown. 
To Goldstream Estuary, 10:00 a.m. 
Meet at Goldstream P i c n i c S i t e or 
at Ma y f a i r Lanes at 9:30 a.m. 
Returning v i a F i n l a y s o n Arm Road 
and Munn Road. B r i n g lunch, and be 
prepared to walk i n mud. 
Leader: Stephen M i t c h e l l . 477-9248 
Week-end T r i p to M i r a c l e Beach f o r 
b i r d s and sea l i f e . For f u l l d e t a i l s 
see a r t i c l e t h i s magazine. 
Leader: Ruth S t i r l i n g . 385-4223 
To Jordan Meadows. Meet at J u n c t i o n 
of P o r t Renfrew and west Shawnigan 
Lake roads at 10:00 a.m., or at 
Mayfa i r Lanes Parking l o t 9:00 a.m. 
Wear boots as meadows may be wet. 
Bring lunch. 
Leader: Stephen M i t c h e l l . 
To F r a n c i s Park, 10:00 a.m., or 
meet at Mayfair Lanes Parking Lot 
(north Side) at 9:30 a.m. Bri n g 
Lunch. 
Leader: Rod Muirhead. 384-6005 
To Forbidden P l a t e a u . Phone Stephen 
M i t c h e l l i n mid-July f o r more 
d e f i n i t e p l a n s . 477-9248 
Meet at Mayfair Lanes Parking Lot 
(north side) at 9:30 a.m. or at 
Clover P o i n t at 10:00 a.m. B r i n g 
lunch. 
Leader: Ron S a t t e r f i e l d . 383-6257 

Members of the Duncan N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Group are 
c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d on any t r i p s . 
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The J u n i o r groups w i l l continue to meet a t 1:30 p.m. 
Saturdays at the M a y f a i r Bowling A l l e y Parking Lot. 
Members w i l l be n o t i f i e d i f outings are to be c a n c e l l e d 
f o r part of the summer. 

NEW OFFICERS 
Vice P r e s i d e n t Mrs. G.N. Hooper 477- •1152 
Secretary Mrs. J.L. Rimmington 592- -6037 
Treasurer Miss Maureen C o l l i n s 598- -1875 
A s s t . Treasurer Mrs. R i t a Dickson 592- -1862 
E d i t o r Mrs. Mayford Slocombe 592- -9047 
As s o c i a t e E d i t o r Mrs. R i t a Dickson 592- -1862 
Programme Chairman Mr. Stephen M i c h e l l 477- -9248 
Friends of the 
Museum 

Rev. D.B. S p a r l i n g 598- -4262 

Audubon W i l d l i f e 
Films 

Miss 
Mr. 

Anne Adamson 
A.H. Couser 

598¬
384-

-1623 
-0832 

At the outing of the Tuesday Group on A p r i l 15th, 
they discovered a new osprey nest on the west sid e of  
Beaver Lake, w i t h a p a i r of ospreys i n attendance. 

On the same day and i n the same l o c a t i o n a s o l i t a r y 
v i r e o ' s nest was seen w i t h the parent b i r d s and three or 
four f l e d g l i n g s f l u t t e r i n g about, apparently j u s t out of 
the nest. 

A l s o , close by, a f a m i l y of winter wrens, more 
advanced, as i t was d i f f i c u l t to separate the young 
ones from the a d u l t b i r d s . 
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BIRDS REPORTED 

Rough-winged Swallow (1) Apr. 12 Langford Lake 
Mr. & Mrs. V i c 

Goodwill 
Townsend's Warbler (1) Apr. 15 T h e t i s Lake 
Gadwall (pr.) Apr. 21 Quick's Pond 

R. S a t t e r f i e l d 
Purple M a r t i n (4) Apr. 25 Shoal Harbour 

Gwen Taylor 
Audubon Warbler (1) Apr. 26 Murray D r i v e 

A l f r e d Porcher 
Semi-palmated Plov e r (2) Apr. 28 Saanichton S p i t 
B l ' k - t h r ' t e d Gray-

Warbler (2) Apr. 28 Lochside D r i v e 
Wilson's Warbler (2) Apr. 29 T h e t i s Park 
Yellow Warbler (2) Apr. 29 T h e t i s Park 

R. S a t t e r f i e l d 
Western Tanager (5) May 1 Cadboro Bay 

D. T u r n b u l l 
M y r t l e Warbler (1) May 1 Henderson Road 

Linda Slocombe 
Vesper Sparrow (1) May 3 Ten M i l e P o i n t 

V i c & Mrs. Goodwill 
Hammond F l y c a t c h e r (2) May 5 Spectacle Lake 
Cinnamon Teal (4 pr.) May 6 I^i f our l o c a t i o n s 

R. S a t t e r f i e l d 
M a c G i l l i v r a y ' s Warbler (1) May 6 Mt. Douglas 
Black-headed Grosbeak (1) May 6 Campus 

A. & R. Davidson 
Western K i n g b i r d (1) May 9 I s l a n d View Beach 
tyilson's Phalarope (1) May 13 Ascot Pond 
Blue-winged Teal (2 pr.) May 13 Ascot Pond 

R. S a t t e r f i e l d 

... M. and L. Slocombe 
3134 Henderson Rd. 
Phone 592-9047 

Ron S a t t e r f i e l d , w h i l e at Spectacle Lake on May 5th, saw 
24 C r o s s b i l l s , the f i r s t reported i n t h i s area f o r a long  
time. Even on the Christmas Count day, w i t h over f i f t y 
people searching everywhere f o r b i r d s , none were seen. 
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Botany: Stephen Mitchell, 3930 Braefoot Road 477-9248 
Entomology: Prof. H.H. Huxley, 510-1701 Cedar Hill X Rd. 477-8905 
Ornithology: Ruth Stirling, 3500 Salsbury Way 385-4223 
Marine Biology: Freeman F. King, 541 McKenzie Ave. 479-2966 
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"The Victoria Naturalist" 
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Financial Year is May 1 to April 30. 
New Members joining after January 1 - half fee. 

Dues and change of address should be sent to the Treasurer. 


