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AN ILL EAGLE 

The B a l d Eagle i s cons ide red t o be an endangered 
spec ies i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s . I t i s r a r e i n most o f Canada 
except f o r the West Coast vhere i t remains f a i r l y common. 

B a l d Eagles were around i n g r e a t e r numbers than 
u sua l i n the Campbell R i v e r area l a s t summer. The main con­
c e n t r a t i o n appeared t o be at S h e l t e r P o i n t where they were 
n o t i c e d by many p e o p l e . One e a r l y morning i n June I counted 
f i f t e e n . Most o f them were on the beach , s i t t i n g b i g and 
sombre on the l a r g e s t b o u l d e r s . 

What brought about t h i s c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f eagles? 
A l i t t l e i n v e s t i g a t i n g showed tha t salmon f i s h i n g was p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y good and f ishermen c leaned t h e i r catches on shore 
i n the even ings . The eagles f i n d i n g t h i s source o f food had 
moved i n at daybreak before the ever-hungry g u l l s had a 
chance t o b e g i n t h e i r scaveng ing . They had become q u i t e un­
a f r a i d o f p e o p l e , a r e f l e c t i o n o f the t o l e r a n t even p r o t e c ­
t i v e a t t i t u d e toward eagles o f most Vancouver I s l a n d 
r e s i d e n t s . This i s i n con t r a s t t o the mood which s t i l l p r e ­
v a i l s i n many o the r pa r t s o f Canada where eagles are o f t en 
shot f o r t a r g e t s o r t r o p h i e s . 

In m i d - J u l y the eagle shown on our cover was 
p i c k e d up by the c o n s t r u c t i o n crew i n a M i r a c l e Beach P r o ­
v i n c i a l Park campsi te . I t was unable t o f l y and o b v i o u s l y 
very s i c k . We took i t t o a woodshed, o f f e r e d i t food and 
d r i n k , and hoped i t might r ecove r . Two days l a t e r i t was 
dead. 

The s k i n i s now the p rope r ty o f the Parks Branch 
and the carcase awai ts a n a l y s i s by the F i s h and W i l d l i f e 
Branch . As ye t we don ' t know the cause o f dea th . Perhaps 
i t was o l d age but p o s s i b l y D . D . T . , mercury o r some o ther 
po i son he lped t o b r i n g about the end f o r t h i s magn i f i cen t 
b i r d . 

Cover Photo and Story i?y Pavid Stirling 
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NEVER A DULL MOMENT 

Being a country d w e l l e r , I am used t o the query " A r e n ' t 
you l o n e l y l i v i n g away out h e r e , so f a r from town?" I f i n d 
i t ha rd t o e x p l a i n tha t so many fea thered v i s i t o r s use the 
p a t i o and garden tha t I can h a r d l y c a l l i t my own. 

The Song and Fox Sparrows are the u n t i d i e s t , and every 
evening I have to rep lace the s o i l i n my p l a n t e r s which 
they have i n d u s t r i o u s l y k i c k e d out i n t h e i r search f o r 
food. T h e i r l o v e l y song from the bushes w h i l e they keep me 
busy i s my reward. 

Y e s , t ha t f a t on a s t r i n g i s u g l y , and i t does d r i p 
when the sun s h i n e s , but the chickadees do love i t , and i t 
i s fun t o watch them b r i n g t h e i r babies t o he lp themselves 
- i t must save them endless hours o f s e a r c h i n g . 

J o i n i n g the r e s i d e n t sparrows and chickadees are the 
buncos and towhees, al though the juncos depart i n the 
s p r i n g t o the h i l l s t o nest and do not r e tu rn u n t i l Sep­
tember. However, t h e i r p l a c e i s taken by the s p r i n g v i s i ­
t o r s , the w a r b l e r s , u s u a l l y the Orange-crowned and 
o c c a s i o n a l l y the Audubons and M c G i l l i v r a y s , and the O l i v e -
s i d e d F l y c a t c h e r ; the l a t t e r chooses a d i f f e r e n t t r e e each 
season f o r h i s s t a n d , t h i s yea r i t was the oak b o r d e r i n g 
the p a t i o and h i s "qu ick three bee r s ! " was heard f o r some 
weeks. The Warb l ing V i r e o a l s o comes i n the s p r i n g , but 
i t keeps t o the f i r s and arbutus and I have t o be qu ick t o 
i d e n t i f y h e r . 

Glimpses o f the Hermit Thrush are caught dur ing the 
w i n t e r when i t s cous in the V a r i e d Thrush i s a round, but i t 
i s i n the l a t e s p r i n g tha t I hear the l o v e l y e t h e r e a l song 
o f the Swainson's Thrush which seems t o f i l l the a i r from 
a l l d i r e c t i o n s . Suddenly you hear them and j u s t as sud­
denly a few weeks l a t e r they cease. 

S p r i n g a l s o b r i ngs the shimmering hummingbirds, u s u a l l y 
the Rufous. At f i r s t they come f o r the f l o w e r i n g c u r r a n t , 
but the females s tay t o enjoy the fuchs ias and t o b r i n g up 
t h e i r young, w h i l e the males go o f f t o haunts o f t h e i r own. 
During t h e i r n u p t i a l season I can count on g e t t i n g d i v e -
bombed every time I poke my nose outdoors! 

The Downy Woodpeckers love the f a t as much as the c h i c ­
kadees and the nuthatches do. The Downys r e a r t h e i r young 
i n a ho le i n the w i l l o w bes ide the stream and I enjoy see­
i n g three l i t t l e heads appear w i t h mouths agape t o enjoy 
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the t i d b i t when mother r e t u r n s . For many years I heard the 
nuthatch i n the nearby f i r s , but t h i s yea r he p l u c k e d up 
courage to take the f a t , perhaps encouraged by see ing the 
Brown Tree Creeper i n the Arbutus t r e e s . A ra re v i s i t o r t o 
the arbutus one morning was the Y e l l o w B e l l i e d Sapsucker , 
but he d i d not f i n d the fare t o h i s l i k i n g and he soon 
went o f f , never t o be seen a g a i n . 

About June I hear the l i q u i d note o f the cowbird and 
wonder whose nes t w i l l be chosen to nur ture h e r egg. This 
yea r i t was the Song Sparrow's and I was s o r r y t o see he r 
cons t an t l y at work t r y i n g t o f i l l the f a t and raucous 
c h a n g e l i n g , f o l l o w i n g he r screaming f o r food . Summer 
b r i n g s the Cedar Waxwings, who teach t h e i r young t o hawk 
f o r mosquitoes on the lower l a w n , and t h i s y e a r f o r the 
f i r s t t ime i n years the s o f t summer evenings echoed t o the 
c a l l o f the nighthawk. 

One l i t t l e r e s i d e n t I must not over look i s the Bew­
i c k ' s Wren, b u s i l y s ea rch ing out i n s e c t s and s p i d e r s from 
the nooks and c rannies around the house, s i l e n t and qu ick 
u n t i l the s p r i n g , when h i s lovesong sounds a l l out o f 
p r o p o r t i o n t o h i s s i z e and i s the f i r s t one t o be hea rd . 

D r i f t s o f Bush T i t s sometimes f l y i n , and the s p i r e a 
and r ed o s i e r s bend and sway as they c l i n g upside down 
sea rch ing f o r a meal . Very r a r e l y i s the Ruby Crowned 
K i n g l e t seen , but he does v i s i t the c o n i f e r s . 

Th is was a happy l i t t l e Eden , w i t h the w i l d v i s i t o r s 
j o i n i n g two l i t t l e b l a c k bantam hens at the feed ing s t a ­
t i o n , u n t i l i t was rude ly d i s t u r b e d by the sudden a r r i v a l 
of hordes o f Q u a i l , t ha t must have tuned i n t o the 
fea thered g rapev ine . They came s c u r r y i n g i n , over e i g h t y 
s t r o n g , and c leaned out a l l the food i n a mat ter o f sec ­
onds. This caused q u i t e a p rob lem, f o r the bantams had t o 
be fed even i f the others c o u l d fend f o r themse lves , so 
now someone stands guard w h i l e the l i t t l e b i r d s feed and 
the human presence keeps the q u a i l away, a l though t h e i r 
i r r i t a t e d c h a t t e r i n g can be heard from the bushes.However, 
one l i t t l e hen had no such f e a r s , f o r she comes running i n 
g i v i n g me a look which p l a i n l y s a y s , "you do not scare me 
one b i t I" w h i l e the r e s t o f he r f ami ly w a i t u n t i l the 
others have f i n i s h e d and then come down f o r t h e i r sha re . 

The country i s a busy p lace when v i s i t o r s are w e l ­
comed and i n v i t e d t o s t ay a w h i l e . 

Sybil MaCulloah 
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A SILVERY-HAIRED BAT IN ESQUIMALT 

In the l a t e af ternoon o f October 2 , 1971, a keen-eyed 
young n a t u r a l i s t , t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d E r i c Porcher o f Murray 
D r i v e , E s q u i m a l t , found a ba t r e s t i n g on the t runk o f a 
f i r t r e e t h e r e , hidden from view by the remains o f some 
fat t ha t had been hung from the t r e e the p rev ious w i n t e r 
for feeding b i r d s . H i s f a the r te lephoned me, and, knowing 
how rare i t i s to have an oppor tun i ty o f accurate ba t 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , I dashed down to see the a n i m a l . Some bats 
can be ha rd t o i d e n t i f y even at c l o se q u a r t e r s , but t h i s 
one was r e l a t i v e l y easy , and i t s handsome b l a c k fur l i b ­
e r a l l y s p r i n k l e d w i t h s i l v e r y h a i r s on i t s back t o l d us 
t h a t i t was a S i l v e r y - h a i r e d Bat {Lasionyctevis noctiva-
gans). We confirmed the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n by n o t i n g t h a t i t s 
fur extended w e l l on t o i t s i n t e r f e m o r a l membrane. I t was 
too a c t i v e f o r us t o photograph i t o r t o o b t a i n accurate 
measurements wi thou t unduly d i s t u r b i n g i t , but a rough 
measurement o f i t s t a i l was U2 mm. The f r i gh t ened animal 
squeaked l o u d l y at us as we t r i e d t o measure i t , and we 
were very g l a d t o see i t f l y o f f i n t o the dark . 

This b a t , the on ly member o f i t s genus, has a very 
wide d i s t r i b u t i o n across Canada and the U . S . , though i t i s 
not of ten encountered. E n q u i r i e s have tu rned up a very few 
records o f i t s c e r t a i n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n from Vancouver 
I s l a n d , but t h i s one i s probably the f i r s t from the V i c ­
t o r i a a rea . We therefore congra tu la te E r i c on h i s very 
i n t e r e s t i n g d i s c o v e r y . 

A study o f the l i t e r a t u r e has r evea l ed some q u i t e 
c o n t r a d i c t o r y s ta tements . For example, t ha t i t i s one o f 
the e a r l i e s t bats t o f l y i n the e v e n i n g , o r t ha t i t i s one 
o f the l a t e s t . Or tha t i t i s a s o l i t a r y b a t , or t ha t i t 
congregates i n dense f l o c k s o f hundreds. Which a l l goes t o 
show tha t we s t i l l have a l o t t o l e a r n about i t . I t seems 
t o have been e s t a b l i s h e d tha t i t i s a h i g h l y mig ra to ry 
s p e c i e s . Probably i t i s s o l i t a r y dur ing the b reed ing 
season but gregar ious dur ing m i g r a t i o n . There i s a l s o 
some evidence f o r segrega t ion o f the sexes i n the m i g r a ­
to ry f l o c k s . I t does not r e g u l a r l y i n h a b i t caves , and the 
s i t e where the Esqu imal t animal was found i s t y p i c a l . 
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Some people have a h o r r o r o f ba ts tha t i s q u i t e un­
founded. They c e r t a i n l y do not a t t ack peop le . I f you p i c k 
up a s i c k ba t t h a t i s s u f f e r i n g from rab ie s ( t h i s i s ra re ) 
and you manhandle i t , do not be s u r p r i s e d i f i t b i t e s y o u ; 
t h i s i s your f a u l t , not the b a t ' s . They feed on f l y i n g 
moths and b e e t l e s and a l t o g e t h e r are f a s c i n a t i n g a n i m a l s , 
which shou ld never be harmed or moles ted . 

J.fc. Tatum 

DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING 

S i x t y - t w o people were present Tuesday December lkf t o 
hear Mr . J . E . (Ted) U n d e r b i l l ' s t a l k on the Okanagan V a l l e y . 
I l l u s t r a t e d w i t h e x c e l l e n t s l i d e s o f the p l a n t s , a n i m a l s , 
and i n s e c t s and topography o f the a r e a , h i s l e c t u r e des­
c r i b e d t h i s unique p a r t o f Canada as i t must have been i n 
the e a r l y l 8 0 0 ' s before the advent o f the whi te man. Then 
he showed some o f the dramat ic changes tha t have taken 
p lace s i n c e man w i t h h i s c a t t l e and f r u i t t r e e s has come t o 
l i v e on the l a n d . Even the common grass today i s an E u r o ­
pean impor t . 

S i t u a t e d on the dry i n t e r i o r p l a t e a u , the Okanagan 
r ece ives very l i t t l e annual r a i n f a l l and i t has been e s t i ­
mated tha t over 350 years are r e q u i r e d t o make one complete 
tu rnove r o f the water i n Okanagan Lake . At p resen t t h i s 
f i g u r e i s on the inc rease as the communities a long the l ake 
of ten use more than the annual i n f l o w f o r t h e i r own needs. 
I f the present t r e n d o f r a p i d p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e cont inues 
i t w i l l soon be necessary t o f i n d new sources o f water f o r 
urban development. I t has been suggested tha t water be d i ­
v e r t e d from e i t h e r Shuswap Lake o r the K e t t l e R i v e r . 

Mr . U n d e r h i l l c e r t a i n l y r evea led a "Pandora ' s box" o f 
problems and any s o l u t i o n s w i l l be o f v i t a l i n t e r e s t t o 
n a t u r a l i s t s . The many ques t ions from the audience showed 
the concern f o r t h i s most d e s i r a b l e r eg ion o f B r i t i s h 
Columbia . 

A sho r t bus iness s e s s ion f o l l o w e d the guest speaker , 
and t h i s w i l l be the o rde r f o r future meet ings . Announce­
ments were made r ega rd ing the Canadian Nature Fede ra t i on 
(membership forms can be ob t a ined from Doctor Tatum); the 
l i s t o f people w i l l i n g t o he lp w i t h o i l e d sea b i r d s has 
been se t up i n a f i l e and Ray H a l l i d a y o f the W i l d l i f e 
Branch i s work ing on p lans shou ld an emergency a r i s e ; 
Mr. and Mrs . Abbott requested t h a t a l e t t e r from Mr . C . B . 
Schneider o f the A l a s k a W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e be r e a d . He 



w r i t e s t h a t many sea b i r d s , o t t e r s and f i s h were k i l l e d » i n 
many cases more than expected but tha t no permanent e f f e c t 
should r e s u l t from the Amchitka b l a s t ; twenty s k y l a r k s 
were counted on the UVic Campus dur ing the l a s t s n o w f a l l . 

Doctor S p a r l i n g d e s c r i b e d the work o f the Fr iends o f 
the Museum and asked f o r vo lun tee r s t o work i n the Museum 
G i f t Shop, e s p e c i a l l y on Sunday a f te rnoons . The G . C l i f f o r d 
C a r l Memorial Fund w i l l be c l o s e d i n May a f t e r a s e r i e s o f 
events o rgan ized by va r ious groups. The N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
S o c i e t y w i l l be sponsor ing a l e c t u r e by B r i s t o l F o s t e r i n 
the Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m . 

A f t e r the meeting was adjourned, many o f those p r e s ­
ent enjoyed the oppor tun i ty f o r t e a , coffee and conversa­
t i o n i n the u p s t a i r s lounge . r • ~ n 

& Jennifer Brown 

BUSINESS MATTERS 

For the remainder o f t h i s s e s s i o n we are go ing t o t r y a 
l i t t l e experiment at our g e n e r a l meet ings . This i s , t o 
have our i n v i t e d l e c t u r e r g i v e h i s t a l k r i g h t at the b e ­
g inn ing o f the mee t ing , and have the bus iness matters at 
the end. We t h i n k tha t t h i s arrangement w i l l have many ad­
vantages , and c e r t a i n l y w i l l be more courteous t o our 
speaker who of ten has had t o s i t through a l o n g bus iness 
meet ing. 

I t i s very important tha t our members know about major 
dec i s ions and recommendations made at the meetings o f the 
e x e c u t i v e s ; and i t i s a l s o important i n a hea l t hy and v i g ­
orous s o c i e t y f o r the members t o take p a r t i n fo rmu la t i ng 
p o l i c i e s and debat ing p r o p o s a l s . We hope, t h e r e f o r e , t ha t 
you w i l l s t ay through the bus iness s e s s i o n which w i l l be 
kept as shor t as p o s s i b l e , and tha t you w i l l be able t o 
come t o the coffee s e s s ion a f t e r . At the same t i m e , i f you 
have t o leave e a r l y f o r some r ea son , you w i l l at l e a s t 
have had the oppor tun i ty o f h e a r i n g our guest speaker . 

I t i s the hope o f your execu t ive tha t t h i s change may 
r e s u l t i n a l a r g e r turnout t o the meet ings , and as you 
have seen from the repor t o f the December meet ing , there i s 
u s u a l l y something o f i n t e r e s t t o a l l members. 

Jeremy B, Tatum 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Environment and Good Sense by M . J . Dunbar 
M c G i l l - Q u e e n ' s U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1971 
$U.50 C l o t h : $2,25 Paperback 

Many books have been w r i t t e n about p o l l u t i o n , but not 
many about the problems s p e c i f i c t o Canada. Doctor Dunbar 
t a l k s about Canadian p o l l u t i o n i n such an urgent and con­
v i n c i n g fash ion tha t the reader wants immediate ly to j o i n 
i n the f i g h t ; t h i s i s , pe rhaps , the book ' s main v a l u e . 
Environment and Good Sense i s not w r i t t e n f o r the s c i e n t i s t 
o f Canada o r the eng inee r , but f o r the layman, and i t 
leaves the reader f e e l i n g very concerned. 

This sho r t book i s the f i r s t i n a s e r i e s sponsored by 
the Canadian S o c i e t y o f Z o o l o g i s t s . The s o c i e t y contends 
tha t al though many e x c e l l e n t and s i n c e r e p r o t e s t s have been 
made about p o l l u t i o n tha t " they were of ten too e m o t i o n a l l y 
p r e s e n t e d . . . . a n d tha t there ( i s ) a need f o r statements from 
p r o f e s s i o n a l b o d i e s , e m o t i o n a l l y c o l d but p r o f e s s i o n a l l y 
warm, which would arm the b i o l o g i c a l s i de o f the d ia logue 
w i t h f a r more formidable w e a p o n s . . . . " I t i s t h i s r e a d e r ' s 
impress ion t h a t P r o f e s s o r Dunbar i s ex t remely armed about 
the p o l l u t i o n problem i n Canada, and t h a t he con ta ins h i s 
anger i n p r e s e n t i n g h i s arguments o b j e c t i v e l y and accur ­
a t e l y . His message comes across l o u d and c l e a r - i f more 
a t t e n t i o n i s not p a i d t o our environment and s o o n , man w i l l 
e x t i n g u i s h h i m s e l f . 

This book deals b r i e f l y w i t h a l l the main areas o f 
p o l l u t i o n i n Canada. The problems p e r t a i n i n g t o a i r , water 
and l a n d are examined, w i t h a separate s e c t i o n on the 
s p e c i a l problems of the n o r t h . Doctor Dunbar s t a t e s t h a t 
Canada i s not ye t i n as s e r i o u s s i t u a t i o n as i s the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , but t h a t we are q u i c k l y c l o s i n g the gap. 

C l o s e r t o home, B e a u t i f u l B r i t i s h Columbia i s men­
t i o n e d often as an example o f what not to do. There i s the 
c o a l s t r i p - m i n i n g ope ra t ion i n the Eas t Kootenay reg ion 
which i s t h r ea t en ing the E l k and Kootenay r i v e r systems; 
there i s the Bennett Dam which i s changing the e c o l o g i c a l 
balance on the Peace R i v e r ; and there are the beaches o f 
Georg ia S t r a i t which are bad ly h i t by the p o l l u t i o n o f the 
sea . Raw sewage and harmful chemical e f f l u e n t s have caused 
the o y s t e r popu la t i ons t o d e c l i n e qu i t e apar t from the 
a e s t h e t i c and r e c r e a t i o n a l e f f e c t s . 
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Doctor Dunbar 's book i s not comple te ly p e s s i m i s t i c . He 
mentions the proposed dam on the Southern Ind ian Lake i n 
Northern Mani toba which was scrapped because the e n v i r o n ­
mental consequences were cons ide red . He p r a i s e s the number 
o f concerned a s s o c i a t i o n s tha t have formed across the 
coun t ry , and the marvel lous e f f o r t s o f the W i l d l i f e 
Federa t ion and o ther agenc ies . However, he s t r e s se s again 
and aga in t h a t a l though a l l b a t t l e s aga ins t p o l l u t i o n are 
e x c e l l e n t , much more i s needed. The p u b l i c must become 
aware o f the problems and above a l l press f o r t h e i r 
c o r r e c t i o n . 

I f you are concerned about t h i s problem and want t o 
f i n d out more about i t and what t o do , Environment and 
Good Sense i s f o r y o u . 

Reviewed by Ann Eber t s 

ANNUAL BIRD REPORT 

Jus t a reminder to a l l observers t ha t records f o r 1971 
shou ld be i n to me by February Ik f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the 
1971 Repor t . New Record Sheets f o r r e p o r t i n g your observa­
t i o n s have now been produced , and i t i s a great he lp i f 
records are sent i n on these . They w i l l be a v a i l a b l e at 
meetings o f the S o c i e t y - the bes t time t o p i c k one up 
would be at the January meet ing . 

I would l i k e t o take t h i s oppor tun i ty o f thank ing a l l 
observers who have suppor ted t h i s p r o j e c t - I have been 
most encouraged by the response. Th is i s a going concern 
now, so he lp t o keep i t so by sending i n your r e c o r d s . 

Some copies o f the 1970 Annual B i r d Report are s t i l l 
a v a i l a b l e . The p r i c e s are $1.58 f o r Members and $1.8U f o r 
non-Members o f the V . N . H . S . {these f i g u r e s i n c l u d e t a x ) . 
There i s a 15# postage charge , though they are always 
a v a i l a b l e at meet ings . I f p o s s i b l e I ' d l i k e t o s e l l most 
o f the f i r s t p r i n t i n g so tha t the p r o j e c t i s f i n a n c i a l l y 
s o l u b l e . I ' d be very g l a d , t h e r e f o r e , f o r any f u r t h e r 
suppor t . 

Jeremy B. Tatum 
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FOSSIL HUNTING ON VANCOUVER ISLAND 

To anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n f o s s i l h u n t i n g , ^encouver 
I s l a n d o f fe r s a wonderful o p p o r t u n i t y . 

As the I s l a n d was once under the s e a , there are 
many v a r i e t i e s o f t r o p i c a l sea l i f e t o bo found. ] am not 
going t o t r y t o i d e n t i f y t he se , as I t h i n k i t would be 
more i n t e r e s t i n g f o r the hunters to i d e n t i f y them. The 
f i e l d i s l a r g e ; i t covers most o f Vancouver I s l a n d . 

I have p l a c e r mined i n most o f the r i v e r s and 
tha t i s where you f i n d the f o s s i l s - you must look i n the 
shale and sedimentary d e p o s i t s . 

F i r s t , there i s a wonderful c o l l e c t i o n i n the 
Nanaimo a rea . Nanaimo R i v e r has a l a r g e f o s s i l b e d , and 
many k inds are t o be found under Mount Benson.In E n g l i s h ­
man R i v e r you w i l l f i n d the casts o f grea t c lams , and i n 
French Creek the p r e h i s t o r i c oys t e r and many o ther 
specimens. 

Going over on the A l b e r n i s i de i n the Arrowsmith 
coun t ry , on R i g e r Creek we f i n d a grea t v a r i e t y . Along 
the Ash R i v e r , where the r i v e r cut through the o l d sea 
b e d , the f o s s i l s are h i g h e r and some very o l d ones can be 
found. One I had i d e n t i f i e d was c l a s s e d as n i n e t y m i l l i o n 
years o l d . 

Where the A l b e r n i Canal once went on through t o 
Comox, spec ies s i m i l a r t o those i n the Ash R i v e r can be 
found. 

Up the Oys te r R i v e r are more o f the same. At an 
e l e v a t i o n o f 1,500 t o 2,000 fee t you w i l l f i n d the o l d 
sea l e v e l and i n the sedimentary depos i t t h e r e , you w i l l 
f i n d the casts o f the same grass and leaves tha t are seen 
there today. This depos i t i s very t h i n and i s found on 
Mount Benson and i n the Englishman R i v e r v a l l e y and no 
doubt cou ld be found e l sewhere , as t h i s was the sea l e v e l 
a t t ha t t i m e . 

A. George Tranfield. Sr. 
Parksville, B.C. 

P r e s i d e n t : 
Arrowsmith N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y 

P a r k s v i l l e , B . C . 
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THE EDITOR'S MAILBOX 

E d i t o r 
The Victoria Naturalist 

A f t e r my show "The I n t e r t i d a l Zone" s e v e r a l people 
made e n q u i r i e s about reference books on the sub jec t and I 
would l i k e t o l i s t those I use . M r . Dav id S t i r l i n g has 
k i n d l y g iven me the name of one o r two others which he 
recommends. Perhaps the Naturalist readers might f i n d them 
i n t e r e s t i n g ; 

BETWEEN PACIFIC TIDES by R i c k e t t s and C a l v i n .S t an fo rd 
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s . 

Hab i t s and h a b i t a t s o f 500 common conspicuous seashore 
i n v e r t e b r a t e s o f the P a c i f i c Coas t , Mexico t o S i t k a . A 
very readable book w i t h b l a c k and wh i t e i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

SEASHORE ANIMALS OF THE PACIFIC COAST by M y r t l e E . Johnson 
and Harry J . Snook, Dover P u b l i c a t i o n s , New Y o r k . 
W r i t t e n t o f i l l need o f n a t u r a l i s t s , teachers and 

o t h e r s . Many i l l u s t r a t i o n s , a few i n c o l o u r . Much research 
done i n Puget Sound areas and at F r i d a y Harbour. 

SEASHORES: A Golden Nature Guide . A s m a l l inexpens ive 
pocket s i z e book i n c o l o u r . Many o f the animals l i v e 

i n our w a t e r s ; a l s o seaweeds and shore p l a n t s . 

ANIMALS OF THE SEA SHORE by M. Guber le t 

MARINE SHELLS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST by Tom Rice 
These l a s t two are e s p e c i a l l y good f o r the Vancouver 

I s l a n d r e g i o n . 

The Parks I n t e r p r e t a t i o n Branch uses a very i n t e r e s t i n g 
b o o k l e t e n t i t l e d SHORE THINGS by David S t i r l i n g and i s 
i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h sketches o f a n i m a l s , s h e l l s and seaweeds. 
May be bought a t most book s to res f o r $1 .00. 

(M/L6.) Jt66l(L Ih.WooZliUt 

A Reminder: to Natura l i s t -photographers : The Photo-
d u p l i c a t e F i l e o f B . C . Ver tebra tes i s very much a l i v e and 
w a i t i n g f o r your c o n t r i b u t i o n . Ju s t i n case you have f o r ­
got ten or have never heard about i t we r e f e r you t o page 
T3 o f v o l . 2 T : No.5 f o r January 1971. 
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BIRDS REPORTED 

by M. and L . Slocombe - 3131* Henderson Road (592-90^7) 

Fulmer ( l ) - October 25 C l o v e r P o i n t 
D. S t i r l i n g 

Snowy owl ( l ) - November 11-18 T r i a l I s l a n d 
M r . and M r s . Horne 

A n c i e n t M u r r e l e t (5) - November 11 C l o v e r P o i n t 
Water P i p i t ( l ) - November 11 Esqu imal t Lagoon 

Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 
S l a t e Junco (2) - November Ik Beacon H i l l Park 

V i c G o o d w i l l 
Snow Bun t ing ( l ) - November 17 C a t t l e P o i n t 

S . H . C l a r k e 
H a r r i s Sparrow ( l ) - November 20 Esqu ima l t Lagoon 

B i r d Group 
Heerman's G u l l ( l adu l t ) - November 27 C l o v e r P o i n t 
Hu t ton ' s V i r e o ( l ) - November 28 Munn Road 

Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 
L o n g - b i l l e d Marsh Wren (k) - November 28 — R i t h e t ' s Swamp 

J . Tatum 
Loggerhead S h r i k e ( l ) - December 1 R a d c l i f f e Lane 

D r . G . F . Houston 
B l a c k Brant ( l ) - December 3 Esqu ima l t Lagoon 

V i c G o o d w i l l 
V i r g i n i a R a i l (10) - December 5 R i t h e t ' s Swamp 

B a r b a r a McLin tock 
Rufous Hummingbird ( l ) - December 7 Queen Anne Heights 

M r s , G . C . C a r l 
Mourning Dove (U) - December 11 M a r t i n d a l e Road 
Audubon Warbler (2) - December 12 Langford Lake 

Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 
Bar red Owl ( l ) - December 12 Queenswood 

M r . and Mrs , A . R . Davidson 
B u l l o c k ' s O r i o l e ( l ) - December 12 S t . P a t r i c k S t r e e t 

M r s . Grace B e l l 
Western G u l l ( l ) - December 12 C l o v e r P o i n t 

D. S t i r l i n g 

ADDENDA: Reports have come i n t h i c k and f a s t t h i s month. 
Our apologies t o those who don ' t f i n d t h e i r b i r d on the 
l i s t . Don ' t l e t i t de ter you from phoning next month, A 
number o f r epor t s have come i n o f European Widgeon, Whi te -
f r o n t e d Geese and Shor t - ea red Owls. Here ' s hoping we got 
a l l o f them on the b i r d count . 
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PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 1972 

Executive Meeting: 
Tuesday January 4 

General Meeting: 
Tuesday January 11 

Audubon W i l d l i f e Fi lm: 
Friday January 14 
Saturday January 15 

B i rd F i e l d T r i p : 
Saturday January 15 

Botany Meeting: 
Tuesday January 25 

G. C l i f f o r d Carl 
Memorial Fund Program: 
Saturday January 29 

Junior Group: 

8:00 p .m. Board Room 10**M 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum 

8:00 p .m. Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m P r o ­
v i n c i a l Museum (south ent rance) 

M r . Dav id S t i r l i n g p r e s e n t s : 
"Hopping about i n A u s t r a l i a " 

8:00 p .m. bo th evenings and 
2:30 p .m. matinee on Saturday 
Newcombe Aud i to r i um 
L y l e K . Moss: "Mule Deer Country" 

Meet at M a y f a i r Lanes p a r k i n g l o t 
(nor th s i d e - corner Oak and 
Roder ick) 9:30 a.m. o r a t Bazan 
Bay at 10:00 a.m. B r i n g lunch 
Leader : Rod Muirhead 38U-6005 

8:00 p .m. Board Room 10UM 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum 
Miss E d i t h V a l e n s : " A C o l l e c t i o n 
o f W i l d F lower S l i d e s " 

8:00 p .m. Newcombe Aud i to r i um 
The Barbershop Quartet and 
Reg Stone at the Organ 

Meet every Saturday 1:30 p.m. 
M a y f a i r Lanes p a r k i n g l o t 
(nor th s i d e ) 

at 

Please Note: Meet ing p l a c e f o r out ings i s nor theas t c o r ­
ne r o f M a y f a i r Bowl ing Lanes p a r k i n g l o t . 
From downtown v i a Douglas , t u r n r i g h t on 
Tolmie which i s f i r s t s t r e e t nor th o f May-
f a i r Shopping Cen t r e , then f i r s t l e f t on 
Oak t o f i r s t s t r e e t which i s R o d e r i c k . Turn 
i n t o l e f t t o the p a r k i n g l o t nor th o f 
b o w l i n g a l l e y s . 
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