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TIGERS AND BEARS 

The A r c t i i d a e i s a widely d i s t r i b u t e d family of moths, 
i nc lud ing a number o f s t r i k i n g l y patterned gaudy insec ts 
known as T iger Moths. The c a t e r p i l l a r s are a t t r a c t i v e , non-
u r t i c a t i n g , furry creatures often seen crawling r ap id l y 
across the road and known as Woolly Bears. In Canada the 
c a t e r p i l l a r known most f requent ly as the Woolly Bear i s the 
well-known I s abe l l a Moth (Isia isabella), but the name 
Woolly Bear was o r i g i n a l l y bestowed upon the f u r r i e s t o f 
a l l the fami ly , the b e a u t i f u l Garden T i ge r Moth (Arotia 
oaja), The moth has a H o l a r c t i c d i s t r i b u t i o n and i s not 
uncommon on Vancouver I s l and . 

The c a t e r p i l l a r o f a Garden T iger i s i l l u s t r a t e d on 
the cover with a f ine photograph obtained by Mrs.Bertha Gow, 
a new member o f our Soc ie ty . They can often be found i n 
autumn when they are quite smal l ,but i t i s best not to take 
them then, for they hibernate i n t h i s stage and are d i f f i ­
cu l t to br ing through the winter succes s fu l l y . The one i l l ­
ust rated was found i n ea r l y spr ing of 1971 at Blenkinsop 
Lake and i t fed g reed i ly on dandelion leaves u n t i l i t was 
f u l l grown, when Mrs. Gow photographed i t . I t pupated i n a 
f l imsy cocoon and when the moth emerged I obtained the i n ­
sert photograph on the cover before r e l eas ing i t . 

The adult insec t i s quite spectacu la r . The fore wings 
are b lack and cream, the h ind wings are s c a r l e t with blue 
spots and the body i s t i g e r - s t r i p e d with red and b lue . 
Novices stumbling across these insects often think they 
have found some rare and exo t i c c reature , but i n fact they 
are quite f a m i l i a r to l o c a l entomologists . Some people l i k e 
to k i l l them and store them i n trays with p i n s . Usual ly 
there i s no further purpose i n t h i s than personal a c q u i s i ­
t iveness , and most people w i l l p re fe r to leave them alone 
to l i v e out t h e i r wonderful l i v e s i n the w i l d . 

J.B. latum 

Cover picture by Mrs, B, Gow 
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EUROPEAN GRAY PARTRIDGE {Perdix perdix L.) 

(Part 2) 

Since Gray Partr idges were introduced s o l e l y for hunting 
purposes, I th ink i t f i t t i n g to consider whether or not 
t h i s sport could have any e f f ec t i n l i m i t i n g t h e i r numbers 
here . I t i s common knowledge that en t i r e populations o f 
game b i rds and other animals have been e l iminated by hunt ­
ing or commercial i n t e r e s t s . Introduced Huns eventua l ly 
disappeared mostly as a r e su l t o f over -hunting even i n good 
hab i tat i n sp i t e of t h e i r r ap id rate o f reproduct ion . Pos­
s i b l y l o c a l numbers were great ly reduced many years ago by 
hunt ing , but I have seen no sportsmen a f t e r the partr idges 
i n recent t imes . Considering that I have been very c lose t o 
perhaps the ent i r e covey on severa l occas ions , I 'm sure 
that one or two shots could have done away with most o f the 
b i r d s . I t i s fo r t h i s reason - that the Huns s t i l l e x i s t -
that I cannot po int the f inger o f accusation at shotgun 
enthus ias t s , 

Pen t rapping could a lso take a l l that are l e f t and i f 
thought fu l ly done, could crop any excess b i rds over the 
winter months. The idea o f such c o l l e c t i n g came to mind 
a f t e r seeing pa r t r i d ge s , i n c l ud ing a covey of over t h i r t y , 
d i r e c t l y across the road from property i n which wire cages 
were present . The cages were probably used for rabbi ts or 
other pets and they have now disappeared. Any scat te red 
food would n a t u r a l l y a t t r ac t w i l d l i f e , and numerous b i rd s 
concentrated at t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e . However, these b i rd s 
and the Huns may have v i s i t e d the yard t o scratch and feed 
amongst the garden vegetables and ornamental shrubs. Just 
as there was no proof o f hunt ing , the same must be s a i d o f 
trapping the partr idges i n cages. 

I have seen no evidence of predat ion . Dogs, raccoons, 
r a t s , Great Horned and Snowy Owls, Peregrine Falcons and 
eagles would be i n t e r e s t ed p a r t i e s . Any or a l l o f these 
would take the Huns i n c o n s i s t e n t l y or get a l l but a few, 
but i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o be l i eve that predators would lose 
i n t e r e s t once only a dozen b i rd s were l e f t . Only one dead 
b i r d has been reported - by Mr. Davidson - probably a road 
k i l l as he saw i t on the edge o f Beacon Avenue west o f the 
present highway. Undoubtedly dogs, raccoons or rats could 
do away with some young b i rd s but hard ly a l l o f them year 
a f t e r yea r , so what happened i n 1966 when about twenty 
young were raised? 

This leads on d i r e c t l y t o nest mor t a l i t y which has he ld 
my suspic ions for many years because o f haying and p lough­
ing done p e r s i s t e n t l y i n the l o c a l i t y . Gray par t r idges l i v e 
and nest i n open f i e l d s . The nest i s most l i k e l y next t o a 
clump of grass or under some small shrub. Clutches of up to 
twenty and more eggs are usual and the incubat ion per iod i s 
3h weeks. Laying and incubat ion cover at l eas t a month and 
l o c a l l y could take i n most o f A p r i l and part o f May. The 

t young, being p recoc ious , are immediately on the move with 
t h e i r mother i n search o f food, but cannot f l y for severa l 
weeks. Consequently, the nest and young are most vulnerable 

I t o farm machinery as w e l l as predators for about two months. 
I t i s poss ib le that every year the nests or r ecent ly 
hatched young would be destroyed by machinery? Once the 
eggs were hatched a l l the young could hard ly be k i l l e d o f f 
before reaching the f l y i n g stage. One l a rge or seve ra l 
smal l c lutches were success fu l at l e a s t i n 1966 when about 
twenty chicks reached f u l l s i z e by autumn. However, i n the 
fol lowing two years these numbers were not evident and by 
1969 only fourteen b i rds apparently remained. In view o f 
a l l t h i s , I f e e l that some other factor i s i nvo l v ed , one 
which i s the most acceptable to me at present . 

The part r idges are now confined to a very l i m i t e d h a b i ­
tat which covers hard ly a h a l f square m i l e . Exc lud ing 
b u i l d i n g s , roads and smal l woodlots t h e i r area could 
scarce ly be 200 acres . This could be t h e i r problem as they 
are i n d i r ec t competit ion for ava i l ab le food with a s u r ­
p r i s i n g number o f other animals. Crows, pheasants, q u a i l , 

J s t a r l i n g s , r ob in s , b l a c k b i r d s , skylarks and many other 
1 b i rds and vo l e s , t oo , a l l l i v e or feed i n the area . Diet 

for the Hun i s much the same as for barnyard fowl with 
J g ra in and insects the favourite i tems. Poss ib ly they get 
1 something from the oaks, w i l l ows , thorns , l u p i n e s , ornamen­

t a l shrubs and the various weeds and grasses which grow 
about the hab i t a t . 

Have I the answer here? Whatever the r e a l reason, a 
smal l covey of European Gray Partr idges s t i l l e x i s t s i n 
North Saanich. My l a t e s t count was f ive b i rds i n October 
1971, and I would l i k e to th ink that eight or nine others 
kept out o f my s i ght during recent t r i p s to the area . I 
don ' t in tend to look too hard or too c l o s e l y , and ask that 
others do the same. L e t ' s not study them to death! Poss i b l y 
I should have remained s i l e n t , but perhaps I ' ve done the 
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r i ght th ing i n b r ing ing fo r th my observations and thoughts. 
I r e a l l y hope so as these few precious Huns are a l l we have 
l e f t o f more than f ive hundred re leased so long ago. 

One th ing i s c e r t a i n . Black t o p , brush-cut grass and 
b u i l d i n g pro jects are r ap id l y r ep lac ing the more natura l 
ground cover o f open f i e l d s , farmland, swamp and woodland 
which was so c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of one of the most b e a u t i f u l 
l o c a l i t i e s i n Canada. So what w i l l be the f i r s t t o go: 
pa r t r i dge s , skylarks or Easte r L i l i e s ? 

Hay Beckett 

NATURE'S KALEIDOSCOPE 

The afternoon of A p r i l 23rd was b r i gh t and sunny, with 
some cloud patches , but during t h i s pe r i od r a in f e l l qu i te 
heav i l y fo r a t ime , with the sunshine cont inu ing . This i s 
the cond i t ion i n which rainbows appear. 

Observing the phenomena, i t was not i ced that below the 
regular bow, the band o f colours was repeated, seen more 
c l e a r l y when i t crossed the cloud patches. This was a 
"double" rainbow, but as rainbows are not in f requent , the 
"double" e f fect rendered i t more noteworthy. 

On nearby trees raindrops were everywhere forming on 
leaves and branches, quite c l ea r i n the sunshine, even 
though the r a i n continued. 

From time to time a drop of c l ea r water would suddenly 
become br ight r ed , l i k e a miniature head l i gh t , with rays 
streaming from i t , but w i th in a few seconds would e i t h e r 
drop or become c l ea r again. 

Red was the most frequent co lou r , but s i m i l a r drops o f 
blue appeared and a few of ye l low. 

The rainbow and the coloured drops o f r a i n are the e f ­
fect o f the r e f r a c t i o n o f l i g h t . L ight rays are bent when 
pass ing from a medium of one density i n t o a medium o f d i f ­
ferent dens i ty , and the shorter waves o f l i g h t are r e ­
f rac ted - or bent - more than the longer , hence the bands 
o f colour are formed. 

Whilst the rainbow i s an oft r ecur r ing phenomenon, i t 
may be quite poss ib l e that few have seen the coloured r a i n ­
drops, a l l o f which are due to the r e f r a c t i o n o f l i g h t . 

I.S.D. 
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GRIZZLIES 

The g r i z z l y bear i s the wor ld ' s l a rges t carnivore (the 
po la r comes next) and the strongest mammal i n North America. 
At one time the g r i z z l y ranged throughout western North 
America from B r i t i s h Columbia to Winnipeg and south to the 
M i s s i s s i p p i V a l l e y . However, with the a r r i v a l o f the white 
man i n North America, the wilderness that was home to the 
g r i z z l y began to disappear and the number o f g r i z z l i e s dim­
i n i s h e d accord ing ly . Now those remaining l i v e mainly i n the 
P a c i f i c Northwest. 

The g r i z z l y bear var ies i n s i ze from 200 to 1600 
pounds, he ranges from 5 1 t o 8' i n he i ght , and h i s na tura l 
l i f e span i s twenty- f ive yea r s . Many have a s i l v e r y appear­
ance due to wh i t i sh t i p p i n g of t h e i r fur - hence the name 
" g r i z z l y " . The word " g r i z z l y " seems to have an e v i l conno­
t a t i o n . The Oxford d i c t i ona ry mentions that the g r i z z l y i s 
"the l a r ge , f i e r ce North American k i n d " o f bear . The bear 
seems to have been judged and proven g u i l t y and l a r g e l y by 
those who don't know him. Nobody seems t o have a k ind word 
to say about the g r i z z l y but t h i s i s due mainly to 
ignorance. 

Female g r i z z l i e s den up i n October or November. They 
give b i r t h to one, two or three cubs every other year i n 
l a t e February or ea r l y March, a f t e r a ten-month gestat ion 
pe r i od . The cubs are born b l i n d , h a i r l e s s and he lp l ess and 
weigh from one -ha l f to two pounds at b i r t h . The mother 
stays with her cubs that f i r s t summer and takes them to her 
den again the fo l lowing autumn. The next summer the young 
cubs fol low her around but the mother manages t o get away 
from them long enough to breed. At t h i s po int she has to 
r i d h e r s e l f o f them so that she can den alone that second 
winter i n preparat ion for her coming brood. Occas iona l ly a 
mother, l i k e a human mother, w i l l be loa th to l e t her 
babies go, so s h e ' l l take them to her den a second t ime. 
S h e ' l l come out i n the spr ing exhausted and worn to a 
f r a z z l e with two sets o f cubs. 

A l l females go i n t o t h e i r dens and stay the r e , but the 
males sometimes get up and prowl around, depending on the 
weather. Often t h e y ' l l d ig a hole i n the snow, s leep for a 
week or so , get up, cavort fo r a while and then go to s leep 
again. 

In h ibe rnat ion the body temperature o f the bear drops, 
i t s heart ac t ion slows down and i t s r e sp i r a t i on decreases, 
but un l ike some h ibernat ing animals i t s p h y s i o l o g i c a l func­
t ions continue. The g r i z z l y wakes r e a d i l y i f disturbed^ 



k2 

When he comes out of h i s den i n the spr ing,he wears the coat 
he went i n w i t h , i nc lud ing the layers o f f a t . For four or 
f i ve days he i s not hungry, so he walks around exe rc i s ing 
and readjust ing h i s bowels and kidneys to the new regimen. 
Soon, however, he regains h i s appetite and eats constant ly 
u n t i l he goes back i n t o h ibernat ion the fo l lowing f a l l . He 
w i l l eat anything that i s ava i l ab le - salmon, b e r r i e s , 
grubs, bees , bugs, mice and moose. 

A f te r h ibernat ion and when h i s innards are clean he 
s t a r t s t o remove h i s i t c h y winter fu r . This he does by f i n d ­
ing a good rubbing t r e e , sc ratch ing i t u n t i l i t produces 
p i t c h and then rubbing h i s neck i n the p i t c h to get o f f the 
ext ra f u r . For two weeks he rubs u n t i l h i s fur i s matted 
with p i t c h , h i s sk in rubbed raw, and he i s spotted with open 
sores . A f t e r t h i s h i s fur i s allowed t o grow luxurious and 
t h i c k for f a l l . At t h i s stage the bears are unusual ly wary 
and a l e r t and stay w e l l away from any humans. 

The eyesight o f g r i z z l i e s i s only mediocre. U n t i l the 
white man came, the bear had no need o f h i s eyes for de ­
fense. He cannot d i s t i ngu i sh a motionless form at anything 
but close range. Often a g r i z z l y w i l l come towards an object 
simply to have a b e t t e r look rather than with mal ic ious i n ­
t e n t . However, h i s ears are very sharp and h i s nose i n c r e d ­
i b l y s e n s i t i v e . A bear w i l l normally wind a human being and 
be we l l out of the way long before the person a r r i ves on the 
scene. 

One hears o f the scratches and b i t e s made by g r i z z l i e s 
on ce r t a in t r e e s . These are probably done through simple ex­
cess energy and a f e e l i ng o f we l l - be ing while the bear i s 
walking through the woods. 

I t has been s a i d that the cubs are the only g r i z z l i e s 
who climb t r ee s . This i s not so . However not a l l bears w i l l 
climb - i f one i s i n the s i t u a t i o n o f running from a p ro ­
voked g r i z z l y he would be w e l l advised to attempt to make i t 
up a tree than not to t r y at a l l ! I The g r i z z l y i s a lso cap­
able o f swimming s t rong ly . 

Natura l ly g r i z z l i e s are not one hundred percent p r e d i c ­
tab le - who i s? However, i t i s true that i f warned o f your 
presence bears , l i k e a l l w i l d animals , w i l l keep away from 
humans. It i s necessary t o understand that the g r i z z l y usu ­
a l l y minds h i s own business and i s doc i l e u n t i l threatened. 
C i v i l i z a t i o n i s threatening the bears and t h e i r wilderness 
h a b i t a t . L e t ' s make an e f f o r t t o l e t those remaining sp l en ­
d i d beasts l i v e i n peace. 

Ann Ebevts 
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GENERAL MEETING TUESDAY NOVEMBER 9, 1971 

Ninety -e ight attended the meeting he ld i n the Newcombe 
Auditorium. 

Fol lowing the reading o f minutes o f the previous meet­
i n g , three announcements o f note were made. 

Doctor Spar l ing informed members that $5,000.00 had 
been r e a l i z e d to date for the G. C l i f f o r d C a r l Memorial 
Bursary Fund and that fur ther support can be given by a t ­
tending the var ious functions (to be announced) t h i s winter 
sponsored by the Friends o f the Museum. Perhaps i t could 
help to r e a l i z e another $5,000.00. 

Mrs. J . A . Maxwell came forward as co -o rd ina to r fo r a 
car pool to provide t ransportat ion for members to and from 
meetings, (see below) 

Mr. Cy Morehen put i n a very good p lug for the 1970 
B i r d Report book and suggested buying second or t h i r d 
copies as Christmas g i f t s for those i n t e r e s t ed f r iends 
elsewhere. 

A f te r business was adjourned Mrs. J . Wool lett e n t e r ­
t a ined with r e a l l y f ine s l i d e s o f i n t e r t i d a l l i f e at Clover 
P o i n t , the Breakwater, and Long Beach. Sea anemones, ba rn ­
a c l e s , crabs , and many species o f s t a r f i s h were captured by 
th i s topnotch photographer. I t i s t r u l y a p i t y that more 
members were not present to experience Mrs. Woo l l e t t ' s 
forty-minute p resentat ion . 

To c lose the pleasant evening, refreshments and t a l k 
were shared i n the museum s t a f f coffee room. 

Ray Beckett 

TRANSPORTATION TO MEETINGS 

Any members who would l i k e to help by d r i v i n g others to 
meetings, e i t h e r r egu l a r l y or on occas ions , are asked to 
leave t h e i r names with Mrs. Maxwell (384-0083) or 
Mrs. B. Dickieson (1+77-103!+). 

Members who would l i k e a r ide can c a l l the same num­
be r s , pre ferab ly at l eas t the day before the meeting. 

********** 
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BIRD FIELD TRIP - OCTOBER 16, 1971 

About three dozen people gathered on a b r i gh t sunny-
Saturday, October l 6 , for a t r i p that was to take us to a 
number o f places i n the Metchosin area. 

Our f i r s t stop was W i t t y ' s Lagoon. The estuary 
there he ld a v a r i e t y o f ducks - Green-winged T e a l , M a l ­
l a r d s , P i n t a i l s and others - and some shorebirds - K i l l -
deer, Dun l in , and B l a c k - b e l l i e d P love r . But most 
d e l i g h t f u l were the squarks o f severa l Ravens who f lapped 
and g l i ded over our heads, c a l l i n g to one another a l l the 
t ime. 

We then moved south on Metchosin Road to Tay lor 
Beach, where we ate our lunch on the shore. The sea he ld a 
large number of grebes and s co t e r s , and some loons . Three 
Common Snipe flew overhead. 

Dr iv ing back on Tay lor Road, a f t e r l u n c h , our 
l eader , Dr, Jeremy Tatum, spotted a Peregrine Falcon hunt ­
ing over the f i e l d s , A number o f people were able t o get a 
good enough look at t h i s uncommon b i r d t o see i t s b lack 
moustaches. On stopping to look at the Peregr ine , we saw 
severa l other hawks, adding the Cooper ' s , Sharp-shinned, 
R e d - t a i l e d , and Pigeon Hawks to the day 's l i s t . 

We then moved on to our next stop which was A l l -
dridge P o i n t , near Beechy Head. This was a new b i r d i n g 
area for many on the t r i p , and a f t e r some i n i t i a l hu rd l e s , 
i t y i e l d e d a l ove ly walk along the c l i f f s . The b i rds 
there , however, were very s i m i l a r to those of Tay lor Beach 
with the add i t ion of some Buff leheads, a noisy p a i r o f 
Be l ted K ing f i she r s , and some s t a t e l y Great Blue Herons 
feeding on the ke lp o f f shore . 

This o f f i c i a l l y ended the t r i p , but a number o f 
observers stopped i n at Esquimalt Lagoon on the way home. 
There, between them, they saw l 6 Horned Larks , 11 Lapland 
Longspurs, and a Snow Bunting to add to the day's l i s t . 

Barbara McLintoak 
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MOTHER'S NIGHT OUT or FIVE LITTLE FINCHES 
AND HOW THEY ALMOST DIDN'T GROW 

I t was about 8:15 p.m. that Ju ly evening when we went to 
say goodnight to the family o f House Finches nes t ing i n a 
t a l l juniper jus t outside our upsta i r s window. The f i v e 
nes t l ings were there a l l r i g h t but the female f inch had not 
ye t returned . We checked again at 8:30 p.m. Again at 8:^5 
and 9:00. S t i l l no mother. We began to worry. Was something 
wrong? Three times we c i r c l e d the house searching f o r a 
f inch who might have s t ruck a window. No dead or in ju red 
f inches . 

Now i t was 9.30. A l l other smal l b i rds were gone. A l l 
were s i l e n t . Only Mother F inch was s t i l l away from her nest . 
This was t r u l y s e r i ou s . The he lp l ess nes t l ings were huddled 
i n the nes t , ba re ly d iscernable i n the dusk. 

At 10:00 p.m. i n desperation we telephoned Dr. Jeremy 
Tatum for adv ice . There fol lowed a l ong , invo lved d i s c u s ­
s i o n : What could have happened t o the mother? Does the male 
take over i n cases of emergency? I f we l e f t them alone 
would the nes t l ings die o f exposure during the night? Should 
we b r ing them in? I f we d i d , what would we feed them? How 
often? How could we feed them proper ly? What were there 
chances o f su rv i va l? (Very s l i m , Doctor Tatum thought ) . We 
decided t o leave them alone for the night and review the 
s i t u a t i o n i n the morning. 

Hoping they would surv ive but fear ing that they would 
no t , we f i n a l l y went to bed and t roub led s l eep . E a r l y next 
morning we went with f a in t hearts to the window. We ex­
pected to see f i v e dead l i t t l e f inches . Dead? Indeed no t . 
There was Mother Finch feeding her l i v e l y fami ly . A l l was 
w e l l . 

We are s t i l l wondering - d i d Mother F i n c h , weary o f 
looking a f t e r her demanding young, decide to have a night 
out? Or does the female f i n c h , having had enough of s l e e p ­
less nights i n a crowded nest f u l l o f bouncing n e s t l i n g s , 
leave them at n ight on t h e i r own when they are b i g enough 
to keep each other warm? Does she then spend the nights on 
a more comfortable perch nearby? We do not know the ans­
wers to these questions but we do know that the best th ing 
to do when nes t l ings seem to be abandoned i s - leave them  
alone. 

What a calamity i t would have been i f we had taken 
the l i t t l e b i rd s i n that night only to have the parents 
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looking fo r them next day . In our care ,they would not l i k e l y 
have surv ived bu t , l eav ing them alone, we gave the mother a 
chance t o come back and feed her fami ly . We had the p r i v i ­
l ege , thanks to Doctor Tatum's good adv ice , o f watching 
those f i ve l i t t l e f inches develop and grow st rong . F i n a l l y , 
about ten days a f te r that Ju ly evening, they f lexed t h e i r 
wings and, under the guidance of both parents , l e f t the 
nest and flew away. Now, when we see them at the feeders , 
we are g lad we l e f t them alone that n i gh t . 

Gladys and Bill Abbott 

NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. B. Gow 2859 Scott Street 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Mitchell 3930 Braefoot Road 
Mrs. Mary M. Lines Maple Bay, R.R.I, Duncan, B.C. 
Mr. and Mrs. S.H. Clarke 3535 Redwood Avenue 
Mrs. Kay Clarke 3780 Savannah Road 
Mrs. R.W. Morton 208-1035 McClure Street 
Miss Heather Hayler 2519 Amherst Avenue East 

Sidney, B.C. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley C. Hall 2647 Dunlevy Street 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Campbell 4014 Cedarwood Street 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Gardner 7090 Brentwood Drive 

Brentwood Bay 
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Brigham 2053 Frederick Norn's Road 

Vi ctori a 

THE EDITOR'S MAIL BOX...... 

We make no apology for a l l the s t o r i e s about G r i z z l i e s . 
Ches Lyon's s tory and D. Be l t on ' s i n October s t a r t ed Ann 
Eberts on a l i t t l e research and we think you w i l l f i nd i t 
i n t e r e s t i n g . 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , we f i n d that we cannot p r i n t long l e t t e r s 
from our readers , and as e d i t i n g tends to take away from 
the in tent o f your message, our suggestion i s : "Keep i t 
s h o r t , and jus t give us the punch l i n e s ! " But keep them 
coming. At l eas t we know you are t h i n k i n g . 

hi 

BIRDS REPORTED 

by M. and L. Slocombe, 3131* Henderson Road (592-901+7) 

Imm. F r a n k l i n ' s g u l l ( l ) - October 10 Clover Point 
Least sandpiper ( l ) - October 16 Esquimalt Lagoon 
Golden p lover (2) - October 16 and IT Oak Bay G o l f Course 
Rock sandpiper ( l ) - October IT Clover Po int 

Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 
Western b l ueb i r d (6) - October 20 Spender Road 

M. P i ck f o rd and L. Roberts 
Heermann's g u l l (22) - October 21 Clover Po int 
Oyster catcher (6U) - October 23 Oak Bay 

A.R. Davidson 
Northern shr ike ( l ) - October 23 Alp ine Crescent 

Mrs. Hooper 
S h o r t - b i l l e d dowitcher (3) - October 23-Oak Bay Go l f Course 

Ron S a t t e r f i e l d 
Ring-necked duck (12) - October 30 Florence Lake 
Snow bunting (2) - November h Clover Po int 

E .K . Lemon 
Pine grosbeak (k) - November 6 Bedford Woods 

R. McKenzie-Grieve 
Common scoter (k) - November 6 Towner Bay 

A.R. Davidson 

ADDENDA 

A Brambling has been reported at R e i f e l Refuge - a f i r s t 
for B .C . i f i t proves to be w i l d . 

Mr. Davidson spotted twelve skylarks on campus and f ive 
dippers at Goldstream which i s welcome news. Norman Fatt 
reports Beaver Lake has been she l t e r ing large numbers o f 
geese, i nc lud ing one White - f ronted goose. 

Mr. and Mrs. G . J . Jackson's garden might be dubbed 
"Woodpecker Haven" - a l l three of our l o c a l species appear 
t o have nested succes s fu l l y nearby and are frequent 
v i s i t o r s . 

Doctor Houston has had luck spot t ing r ap to r s . A Saw-whet 
owl took a ten-minute sojourn i n h i s chicken r u n , a 
Cooper's hawk dispatched one o f h i s tame pigeons and he r e ­
ports seeing a pigeon hawk frequent the downtown area - i t s 
favourite perch i s the antenna atop the Medica l Arts 
B u i l d i n g . 
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PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 1971 

Executive Meeting: 
Tuesday December 7 

General Meeting: 
Tuesday December 14 

Duncan Bird Count: 
Saturday December 18: 

Pender Islands Count: 
Tuesday December 21: 

Victoria 
Sunday 

Bird Count: 
December 26 

Vancouver Bird Count: 
Sunday December 26: 

Comox Bird Count: 
Monday December 27: 

Ornithology Meeting: 
Tuesday December 8: 

8:00 p.m. Board Room lOhU 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum 

8:00 p.m. Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m P r o ­
v i n c i a l Museum (south entrance) 
M r . J . E . U n d e r h i l l ponders the 
f a t e o f an area where people and 
nature compete f o r a very l i m i t e d 
water supply as he p r e s e n t s : 

"Some Thoughts on 
The Okanogan V a l l e y " 

C o m p i l e r ; J . J . Comer 
R . R . I , Duncan 

C o m p i l e r s ; M r . and M r s . A . Brooks 
R . R . I , P o r t Washington 

C o m p i l e r ; J . B . Tatum ( c o n t a c t b e ­
fore December 19 i f p a r t i c i p a t i n g ) 

C o m p i l e r ; W.C. Campbell,Department 
o f Zoology , U . B . C . 

C o m p i l e r s ; M r . and M r s . S . Belsom 
Box 308, Comox 

8:00 p . m . Board Room 1+01 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum 

A c c o r d i n g t o l a t e s t r e p o r t s from the U n i t e d S t a t e s e n ­
v i r o n m e n t a l p r o t e c t i o n a g e n c i e s , c o l o u r e d paper t i s s u e s 
do not c o n t r i b u t e to p o l l u t i o n problems o r reduce s e p t i c 
tank and sewage system e f f i c i e n c y . "There i s no problem 
w i t h the consumer u s i n g c o l o u r e d t i s s u e , " the U . S . Fed­
e r a l E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n Agency s a y s . Coloured t i s ­
sue warnings have now been removed from the "beware" 
l i s t s o f f e r e d by both p r i v a t e and p u b l i c p r o t e c t i o n i s t 
a g e n c i e s . 
R e p r i n t e d from Forest Industry facts p u b l i s h e d by C o u n c i l 
o f F o r e s t I n d u s t r i e s o f B . C . , V o l . 1 : No.l+ 
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