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BLACK-TAILED DEER 

Although the human p o p u l a t i o n expanding i n t o former 
g r a z i n g grounds i s d r i v i n g the deer p o p u l a t i o n o f V a n ­
couver I s l a n d i n t o more remote p l a c e s , one does not have 
t o go too f a r out i n the r u r a l areas t o f i n d t r a c e s o f 
t h i s shy c r e a t u r e . With the disappearance o f n a t u r a l 
meadowland f o r g r a z i n g they have adapted very r e a d i l y to 
garden p l o t s and f r u i t t r e e s . 

For t Rodd H i l l Park near Belmont P a r k , s e t as ide as 
an h i s t o r i c s i t e , has become wel l -known f o r an a d d i t i o n a l 
a t t r a c t i o n by a l l who v i s i t i t . Deer from the surround ing 
area have g r a d u a l l y moved r i g h t i n and made t h i s park 
t h e i r own l i t t l e s a n c t u a r y . Most ly does and fawns make 
t h i s t h e i r permanent home but i n the f a l l d u r i n g r u t t i n g 
season the park i s invaded by many w i l d bucks and i t i s 
d u r i n g t h i s time t h a t one may observe these c rea tures o f 
the w i l d at c l o se q u a r t e r s . They remain wary o f humans 
however and i t takes much p a t i e n c e t o observe them at 
c l ose range. The best t ime t o do t h i s i s e a r l y i n the 
morning be fore too many park v i s i t o r s d r i v e the deer t o 
more sec luded p a r t s f o r s o l i t u d e . The r e g u l a r park deer 
are e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d from the w i l d v i s i t o r s f o r they 
w i l l a l l o w humans t o come much c l o s e r than w i l l t h e i r 
caut ious b r o t h e r s . 

The deer appear t o have a w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d h i e r ­
archy t h a t permi ts an o l d e r doe t o boss and b u l l y younger 
does and immature bucks , but she i n t u r n w i l l meekly 
r e l i n q u i s h any j u r i s d i c t i o n a l c la ims when a mature buck 
ventures n e a r . One p a r t i c u l a r buck t h a t has appeared 
r e g u l a r l y f o r about f i v e years now a u t o m a t i c a l l y r u l e s 
the h e r d on h i s r e t u r n . 

At l e a s t s i x new fawns were born t o the park h e r d 
t h i s y e a r but u n f o r t u n a t e l y a s i m i l a r number o f o l d e r 
deer were k i l l e d by dogs from nearby r e s i d e n t i a l a reas . 
I t would indeed be a shame i f these deer who are f ree t o 
come and go as they p l ease from the park were t o f a l l 
prey to y e t another human h a z a r d , t h a t of dogs l e f t t o 
run at l a r g e . T , „ - , 

& Jack Ralph 
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WE WENT TO SAN JUAN . . . BECAUSE IT WAS THERE 

For s e v e r a l years the I s l a n d o f San Juan had beckoned 
t o us from across the S t r a i t , and f i n a l l y , h a v i n g l o v e l y 
weather and p l e n t y of t i m e , we went t o pay a v i s i t . Shaped 
roughly l i k e a k i t e , the i s l a n d i s about f i f t e e n m i l e s by 
seven mi l es w i t h a s h o r e l i n e o f seventy . Broad at the 
n o r t h i t t a p e r s o f f t o a t a i l at C a t t l e P o i n t , so named 
because a b o a t l o a d o f c a t t l e from V i c t o r i a had t o swim 
ashore a f t e r the v e s s e l c a r r y i n g them sank d u r i n g a s torm. 

The n o r t h end i s covered w i t h second growth t i m b e r , 
the middle i s g iven over t o the r a i s i n g o f sheep and 
c a t t l e , but i t i s the south end w i t h i t s rocky b a r r e n :.'. 1 
h i l l s and f i e l d s t h a t conta ins the i n t e r e s t i n g e c o l o g i c a l 
s t o r y . What i s there? Babb i t s J 

We knew t h a t r a b b i t s can be a p e s t , but the number on 
the i s l a n d i s c o n s e r v a t i v e l y e s t imated at the a s t o n i s h i n g 
f i g u r e o f f our m i l l i o n I That I can b e l i e v e , f o r at one 
p o i n t when we stopped the car I c o u l d count e i g h t y on my 
s i d e alone*, Whole f i e l d s have had t o be g iven over t o them 
because the many warrens endanger the l e g s o f sheep and 
c a t t l e The o r i g i n o f the v a s t r a b b i t p o p u l a t i o n has been 
t r a c e d back t o a r a b b i t farm abandoned i n the l890 ' s . 
Recent newspaper accounts about the i n c r e a s e i n the num­
ber o f r a b b i t s seen i n the Sooke d i s t r i c t made us wonder 
about the fu ture t h e r e . 

S ince there are so many r a b b i t s a v a i l a b l e , predators 
have come i n numbers. Both Golden eagles and B a l d eagles 
were f r e q u e n t l y seen as w e l l as hawks, but a l though we had 
expected t o see v u l t u r e s and ospreys , n e i t h e r o f these 
appeared. Mr , Char les Nash, a n a t u r a l i s t whom we met, men­
t i o n e d t h a t i n May a survey had checked t w e n t y - f i v e B a l d 
eagle nests and only one c h i c k was r e p o r t e d . Th is r a t h e r 
ominous f a c t had everybody wondering. With the c learance 
o f l i v e s t o c k from the f i e l d s , the next step was f o r the 
s k y l a r k s t o move i n , In three d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s we heard 
them every day. Whi le h a l f r e g r e t f u l t h a t V i c t o r i a i s 
l o s i n g i t s unique s t a t u s as the home o f the s k y l a r k i n 
North Amer i ca , we had t o admit t o t h e i r good choice o f 
l o c a t i o n , f o r the open spaces on the south end o f the 
i s l a n d are t o be taken over f o r a government park and the 
s igns are a l ready p o s t e d . 

Other than those mentioned we were r a t h e r d i s ­
appointed i n the number o f b i r d s we saw. From t h e i r check­
l i s t o f 186 we made a count o f 50, a l l o f which were q u i t e 
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f a m i l i a r t o u s . T a n t a l i z i n g were the sweet songs from deep 
i n the woods where we cou ld not p e n e t r a t e . Of p l a n t s we 
saw none d i f f e r e n t from those on Vancouver I s l a n d . 

We d i d f i n d San Juan i n t e r e s t i n g and w e l l worth s h a r ­
i n g . Even though the p o p u l a t i o n o f the i s l a n d i s on ly 1500 
one can f i n d accommodation i n the town o f F r i d a y Harbour 
where there are two good motels and a handsome r e s t a u r a n t . 
I n Roche Harbour there i s a boate 1 open i n the summer, and 
some beach r e s o r t s are marked on the i s l a n d map. 

Mrs. D.B, Sparling 

BIRD FIELD TRIPS - APRIL TO JULY 

The A p r i l o u t i n g was h e l d at Thomas F r a n c i s Park on 
A p r i l 2^th under the l e a d e r s h i p o f Doug T u r n b u l l , T h i r t y 
b i r d e r s enjoyed b e a u t i f u l s p r i n g weather and found f i f t y -
f i v e s p e c i e s . The morning was spent i n the area where 
F r a n c i s Park j o i n s T h e t i s Park and t h i s proved t o be good 
t e r r i t o r y f o r Woodpeckers, Nuthatches and Wrens. A female 
Western B l u e b i r d was seen as w e l l as v a r i o u s sparrows and 
w a r b l e r s . I n the a f ternoon the B o l t o n farm was v i s i t e d , 
and numerous swallows and a number o f b i r d s o f the open 
f i e l d were seen. 

The May 15th t r i p to Sooke R i v e r Road was a great 
success i n s p i t e o f the absence o f our l e a d e r on account 
of i l l n e s s i n the f a m i l y , A p a r t y o f seventeen gathered at 
Sooke and spent an i n t e r e s t i n g morning at Whi f fen S p i t 
w i t h the Water B i r d s . Lunch a t Sooke R i v e r Park was e n ­
l i v e n e d by a v i s i t by a s p o t t e d sandp iper . In the a f t e r ­
noon we c a l l e d at Matheson P a r k . Twenty spec i es were noted . 

The June 19th t r i p , l e d by Rob M a c k e n z i e - G r i e v e , 
v i s i t e d Goldstream Park and Goldstream F l a t s , An A l b i n o 
Robin was the s t a r t u r n f o r the dozen b i r d e r s who braved a 
cloudy and r a t h e r d o u b t f u l day. 

On J u l y 17th, twenty-two b i r d e r s assembled a t 
C l o v e r P o i n t f o r a very s o c i a b l e b e g i n n i n g t o the day. We 
were p l e a s e d t o see Ches Lyons f o r a l i t t l e w h i l e at t h i s 
t i m e . The b i r d o f comment was a B l a c k Legged K i t t i w a k e . 
The p a r t y moved on t o Uplands Park where b i r d s were scarce 
on t h a t h o t , s t i l l day. Lunch at Gyro Park i n Cadboro Bay 
gave us an o p p o r t u n i t y t o see a few shore b i r d s . In a l l , 
t w e n t y - f o u r spec ies were noted f o r the day. 

Rod Muirhead 



ARROWSMITH NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

I n response t o a t h o u g h t f u l i n v i t a t i o n t o our V i c t o r i a 
S o c i e t y , Rod and Margaret Muirhead attended the F i r s t A n n i ­
ve rsary meeting of the Arrowsmith N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y 
at B i g Qualicum Reserve Park on the a f ternoon o f J u l y 18. 
About t h i r t y people gathered , i n c l u d i n g the v i s i t o r s from 
Comox-Strathcona and Duncan as w e l l as o u r s e l v e s . D i s c u s ­
s i o n centred around great concern f o r the proper course 
whereby areas s u i t a b l e f o r e c o l o g i c a l reserve might be 
p r e s e r v e d . 

The p a r t y then s e t t l e d down t o what appeared to be a 
d e l i c i o u s p i c n i c spread ; but as your r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s had 
unwise ly lunched amply before coming, we r e g r e t f u l l y took 
our l e a v e . 

Rod Muirhead 

NEW MEMBERS SINCE MAY 1, 1971 

Miss Margaret Pr ingle 
Mr. and Mrs. Osborne Mitchel l 
Mr. Do Bel ton (former jun ior) 
Miss Phy l l i s L, Cowan 
Mrs. Joan Crabbe 
Miss Gladys V0 Hays 
Mrs. Harr iet Webster 
Mr. Er ic M. Counsel! 
Mrs. M.J. Burnand 
Mrs, T,L„ Miles 
Mr, and Mrs. W,D. Brown 
Mr. and Mrs c A0 Hazel and 
Mr. and Mrs. W.E0 Stark 

550 Foul Bay Road 
701-1420 Beach Drive 
2573 Macdonald Drive 

4295 Gordon Head Road 
2421 Alpine Crescent 

409-350 Douglas Street 
409-350 Douglas Street 

1003-647 Michigan Street 
319-1063 Foul Bay Road 

3970 Saanich Road 
2632 Forbes Street 

3821 Miramontes Drive 
962 Saturna Place 

I t ' s t h a t t ime aga in ..... 

To remind those members who have not y e t sent i n t h e i r 
dues f o r the present y e a r . The t r e a s u r e r would appre ­
c i a t e i t i f you would m a i l them d i r e c t l y or see him at 
the September meet ing . 

5 

MARINE BIOLOGY FIELD TRIP - JUNE 26 

About twenty people turned out on a sunny Saturday , 
June 26, t o exp l o re the s h o r e l i f e of Smuggler 's Cove at Ten 
M i l e P o i n t . We were p l e a s e d t o welcome s e v e r a l v i s i t o r s and 
p r o s p e c t i v e members who had been a t t r a c t e d by Mr. H a r o l d 
H o s f o r d ' s p u b l i c i t y f o r the t r i p . 

Before we began our e x p l o r a t i o n s our l e a d e r , 
Dr . J . B . Tatum, t o l d us b r i e f l y about the f i v e zones o f the 
shore where d i f f e r e n t types o f c reatures would be found. We 
were l u c k y t o have a s p r i n g t i d e which was at i t s lowest f o r 
the day at 12:30 p . m . , so a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f the rocky 
shore was uncovered. 

We began our e x p l o r a t i o n s on the two uppermost 
zones o f the shore and found many s m a l l p e r i w i n k l e s and 
P u r p l e Shore Crabs . S p i r o r b i s , a t i n y l imy s p i r a l worm, was 
found on much o f the seaweed. The r o c k s , i n many cases , were 
covered w i t h acorn b a r n a c l e s , which eat by s t a n d i n g on t h e i r 
heads and s h o v e l l i n g food i n t o t h e i r mouths w i t h t h e i r f e e t . 

Moving down i n t o the middle s h o r e , there were more 
w i n k l e s and a l s o whelk s h e l l s . Some o f these were occupied 
by t h e i r o r i g i n a l owners, but many had been taken over by 
Hermit Crabs . Var ious spec ies o f mussels and o y s t e r s , and 
L i t t l e - n e c k and B u t t e r Clams were a l s o found. Under a rock we 
d i s covered our f i r s t s t a r f i s h , a s m a l l grey S i x - r a y e d S t a r . 
Gordon Hooper a l s o found a more uncommon B r i t t l e - s t a r . Washed 
up on the beach was a dead L i n g Cod. 

As we went f u r t h e r down to the lower and s u b -
l i t t o r a l zones , n e a r l y a l l the rocks were covered w i t h the 
s l i p p e r y brown Popping Wrack seaweed. We found spec ies o f r e d , 
green and brown seaweeds, i n c l u d i n g the green Sea L e t t u c e , 
the b r i t t l e r e d C o r a l l i n a and the brown Sea Cabbage and B u l l 
K e l p . 

Many o f the more c o l o r f u l and e x c i t i n g sea c r e a ­
tures were found i n these lower zones. They i n c l u d e d three 
l a r g e Purp le S t a r f i s h , o f ten caught and s o l d as c u r i o s . Among 
the rocks were s e v e r a l b r i g h t orange Sea Cucumbers, probably 
Sea G h e r k i n s . Turn ing over rocks we came upon two spec ies o f 
S e a - s q u i r t s and s e v e r a l C h i t o n s , and the rock poo l s h e l d many 
s m a l l T idepoo l S c u l p i n . Other f i n d s i n c l u d e d a Breadcrumb 
Sponge, s e v e r a l Po lychaete worms (mostly Sedentary , but one 
E r r a n t ) , a Marinogammarus, or s h r i m p - l i k e sandhopper, p a r c h ­
ment tube worms, a s m a l l spec ies o f b l e n n y , a Rough Sea 
Anemone, the l a r g e r Red Rock Crab , and some l i m p e t s and 
t o p s h e l l s . 

Barbara MoLintoek 
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BOOK MEWS FOR NATURALISTS 

Recent a d d i t i o n s t o Greater V i c t o r i a P u b l i c L i b r a r y 

The I l l u s t r a t e d N a t u r a l 
H i s t o r y o f Canada. 7 v o l . 

A r d r e y , R o b e r t a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e s o c i a l c o n t r a c t 

R Dugan, J . R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . W o r l d beneath the sea 

R Canada: G e o l o g i c a l S u r v e y , . . . . . . A catalogue o f Canadian 

minera l s 

R L a w i c k - G o o d a l l , Jane . . .My f r i e n d s , the w i l d chimpanzees 

C u r t i s , R i c h a r d . . . . . . . . . . . . . P e r i l s o f the p e a c e f u l atom 

R T a y l o r , Thomas M a y n e . . . . . . . . P a c i f i c Northwest ferns and 
Cunningham t h e i r a l l i e s 

R Duddington, C .L E v o l u t i o n and des ign i n the 

p l a n t kingdom 

C a r r i n g t o n , R . T = M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e mammals 

Lawrence, R . D . . . . . . . . . W i l d l i f e i n Canada. 1970 r e v . ed . 

Cowan, I . M c T . . . . . T h e mammals o f B r i t i s h Columbia,. 19^5 

Ley , W i l l y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A n o t h e r l ook at A t l a n t i s 

Duddington, C . L . . . . . . „ . . , . . . . . E v o l u t i o n i n p l a n t des ign 

P r i n c e , J . H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A n i m a l s i n the n i g h t 

S c h a l l e r , F r i e d r i c h . . » . . S o i l Animals 

W i l s s o n , Lars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M y beaver co lony 

C o r n w a l l , I 0 W 5 e P r e h i s t o r i c animals and t h e i r hunters 

Hel lman, G . T , . . . . . 0 . . . . . . . B a n k e r s , bones and b e e t l e s — 

The American Museum o f N a t i o n a l H i s t o r y 

Burns , G . W . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e sc ience o f genet i cs 

A b b o t t , R „ T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S e a s h e l l s o f Nor th America 

Cat termole , P . J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e w o r l d o f geology 

N e a l e , E . R 0 W . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e e a r t h sc iences i n Canada 

Wainwright , N e i l . . . . . . . . . C o l d w a t e r aquariums and s imple 
outdoor poo ls 

Warshofsky, F r e d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e c o n t r o l of l i f e 
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F i r s o f f , . Vlademar A x e l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F a c i n g the u n i v e r s e 

B . C . Fores t S e r v i c e . . . . . . . P o c k e t guide t o the t r e e s and 

shrubs o f B r i t i s h Columbia , i+th ed . 

S c h a f f e r , V i c t o r B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e y e a r o f the whale 

M a r a i s , E . N . .The s o u l o f the ape 

Straughan, R . P . L . . . . T h e s a l t - w a t e r aquarium i n the home 

R Stonehouse, B e r n a r d . . . . . . B i r d s o f the New Zealand shore 

Hancock, D a v i d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n W i l d i s l a n d s 

H a n c o c k . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A d v e n t u r e w i t h eagles 

R Coa t s , A . M . . . . . . . . . . . T h e quest f o r p l a n t s ; a h i s t o r y of 

the h o r t i c u l t u r a l e x p l o r e r s 

B e r r y , Robert J a m e s . . . . . . . . . . . . . T e a c h y o u r s e l f genet i c s 

R R i t c h i e , J . C . T i i e v e g e t a t i o n o f n o r t h e r n M a n i t o b a , I I I 

R H a i n e s , F r a n c i s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T h e b u f f a l o 
Guba, E . F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . W i l d mushrooms - food and po i son 

R: A v a i l a b l e at Reference Department o n l y . 

George McBride 
Greater Victoria Public Library 

BOOK REVIEW 

S o n i a C o l e ' s Races of Man was w r i t t e n as a complemen­
t a r y handbook t o an e x h i b i t i n the B r i t i s h Museum o f N a t ­
u r a l H i s t o r y commemorating the Darwin-Wal lace Centenary 
(1958) and t o R. L y d e k k e r ' s Guide to the Specimens illus­
trating the Races of Mankind. I t deals very g e n e r a l l y w i t h 
the h i g h l y s p e c u l a t i v e study o f race and i t s r e l a t e d a s ­
pects but such a l a r g e t o p i c cannot be s u f f i c i e n t l y 
e x p l o r e d i n so few pages (115)• Some i n f o r m a t i o n seems 
i r r e l e v a n t or r e p e t i t i o u s w h i l e a m u l t i t u d e o f quest ions 
l i e beh ind a number o f s tatements . For example, "They 
( A u s t r a l i a n Abor ig ines )must have o r i g i n a t e d somewhere i n 
s o u t h - e a s t e r n A s i a and probab ly reached A u s t r a l i a l a t e i n 
P l e i s t o c e n e times v i a New Guinea , which was then j o i n e d t o 
A s i a " (p.82). From my unders tanding New Guinea and A u s t r a ­
l i a were never j o i n e d t o the A s i a n c o n t i n e n t at any t ime 
d u r i n g the P l e i s t o c e n e ( A l f r e d Russe l W a l l a c e , The Malay 
Archipelago^ London, Macmi l lan and C o . , 1902; Rhodes W. 
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F a i r b r i d g e , "World S e a - L e v e l and C l i m a t i c Changes" , from 
Quatemaria v o l . 6., 1962, p p . 111-13^). What source has 
the author used and what support i s t h e r e f o r i t ? Th is 
s y n t h e s i s o f o ther p e o p l e s ' work r e q u i r e s f a r more r e f e r ­
encing as w e l l as c l e a r e r e x p l a n a t i o n s f o r s c i e n t i f i c 
terms which shou ld be i n c l u d e d only when necessary . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t would be a good b e g i n n i n g f o r a s e r i e s 
o f book le t s ( s i m i l a r t o those on the Northwest Coast 
Indians from the P r o v i n c i a l Museum) on r a c e . Comments 
about the migra t i ons o f peop le , the i n f l u e n c e o f the e n ­
vironment on e v o l u t i o n a r y changes, and how recent c o l o n i ­
z a t i o n has a f f e c t e d indigenous p o p u l a t i o n s , e . g . Hawai -
ians and South A f r i c a n C o l o r e d , were most s t i m u l a t i n g . 
Very good photographs and drawings o f the v a r i o u s races 
and types as w e l l as maps were o f a great h e l p . The b i b ­
l i o g r a p h y , a l though s h o r t , c onta ins the main r e f e r e n c e s , 
however, some o f the books and many o f the j o u r n a l s may 
not be e a s i l y ob ta ined . 

The book i s a v a i l a b l e on l o a n from the S o c i e t y ' s 
L i b r a r y . 

Maureen Collins 

A VERY STRANGE CREATURE 

I have been f a s c i n a t e d With b u t t e r f l i e s and moths 
s ince I was a c h i l d and over the years I have become more 
and more aware o f the endless v a r i e t y o f forms and modes 
o f l i f e o f a l l stages o f these i n s e c t s . A f t e r a w h i l e one 
becomes i n u r e d t o the sense o f astonishment f e l t as one 
encounters each new, unexpected and e x t r a o r d i n a r y l i f e -
h i s t o r y . 

But I was a l t o g e t h e r unprepared f o r the s i g h t o f 
one c a t e r p i l l a r I encountered a few years ago. I t was a 
very s m a l l , green c a t e r p i l l a r o f u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d appear­
ance apart from a few t h r e a d l i k e h a i r s , and i t was c r a w l ­
i n g about on some l e a v e s , every now and again s t o p p i n g t o 
eat i n the p e r f e c t l y normal f a s h i o n . Noth ing unusual i n 
t h a t , and I ' l l swear i t even had a l o o k o f complete u n ­
concern on i t s face as though t o t a l l y unaware t h a t i t was 
doing a n y t h i n g out o f the o r d i n a r y . Nor was i t , w i t h one 
a l l - b u t - i n c r e d i b l e except i on - i t was t o t a l l y immersed i n 
w a t e r ! 

I went round to some b i o l o g i s t f r i e n d s , who were 
quick t o e x p l a i n t h a t l e p i d o p t e r a were e s s e n t i a l l y t e r -
r e s t i a l i n s e c t s and t h a t the l a r v a e o f many aquat i c 
b e e t l e s and caddis f l i e s bore a s u p e r f i c i a l resemblance 

t o c a t e r p i l l a r s , a n d I had probably encountered one o f t h e s e . 
But I had been i n t e r e s t e d i n moths f o r too l o n g not t o r e c ­
ognize a c a t e r p i l l a r when I saw one. I t w a s n ' t u n t i l a y e a r 
l a t e r t h a t I f i n a l l y t r a c k e d down my i n s e c t . 

I t was a c a t e r p i l l a r o f a moth b e l o n g i n g t o the l i t t l e -
known f a m i l y P y r a u s t i d a e , the Chinamarks. Some l a r v a e l i v e 
on sur face p l a n t s such as Duckweed, bu t my c a t e r p i l l a r , 
probably of the genus Nymphula, was complete ly a q u a t i c . 
Indeed, the t h r e a d l i k e h a i r s I saw were a c t u a l l y g i l l s . A 
f r i e n d , Dr . P i e t e r Moens, succeeded, w i t h some d i f f i c u l t y , 
i n t a k i n g a photograph - probab ly the f i r s t t ime t h i s c a t ­
e r p i l l a r has been photographed i n the w i l d . He a l s o ob ­
t a i n e d a s p e c t a c u l a r photomicrograph o f the g i l l s . 

The a d u l t moths o f t h i s f a m i l y are f o r the most p a r t 
r a t h e r o r d i n a r y moths w i t h the u s u a l a e r i a l r a t h e r than 
aquat i c e x i s t e n c e . At l e a s t one member, however, has two 
d i f f e r e n t forms o f a d u l t female . One looks l i k e an o r d i n ­
ary moth, but the o ther i s t o t a l l y a q u a t i c i n the a d u l t 
stage and i t swims under water w i t h i t s l e g s . However do 
such cur ious l i f e - h i s t o r i e s e v o l v e , and what pressures o f 
n a t u r a l s e l e c t i o n shape such very s trange c rea tures? 

J". B. Tatum 

THE EDITOR'S MAILBOX . . . 

The l e t t e r from M r . J a c k S c h i c k about ' the Vancouver I s l a n d 
marmot i s p r i n t e d t o a s s i s t i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f the 
appeal f o r i n f o r m a t i o n on the s p e c i e s . 

Volume 28 o f the Victoria Naturalist w i l l be presented 
w i t h the same covert des ign as f o r the l a s t few y e a r s . I f you 
want a change you w i l l have t o g ive us your c o n s t r u c t i v e 
suggest ions and h o p e f u l l y some rough sketches to look a t . I n 
the meantime, we t h i n k the cover p i c t u r e and s t o r y by 
Mr. Jack Ralph i s a p p e a l i n g . I t t u r n s out t h a t Jack has a 
wide i n t e r e s t i n photographing nature s u b j e c t s , i n c l u d i n g 
b i r d s , i n s e c t s , and even f o s s i l s and c r y s t a l s . 

We hope our readers w i l l be p l e a s e d t h a t the V i c t o r i a 
P u b l i c L i b r a r y has once a g a i n p r o v i d e d a l i s t o f recent 
a d d i t i o n s . The present l i s t covers s e v e r a l months, and we 
hope i n future t o p r i n t a l i s t approximate ly every second 
i s s u e . 

J e n n i f e r Brown, our Programme Chairman, w r i t e s from Man­
n i n g Park t o say t h a t h e r job as n a t u r a l i s t w i l l keep her 
there u n t i l a f t e r September 15, and i n the meantime Ruth 
S t i r l i n g w i l l be happy t o c o - o r d i n a t e a c t i v i t i e s . 
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For next month we w i l l t r y t o keep open f o r a r t i c l e s 
and repor t s u n t i l September 19. Th is s h o u l d g ive t ime f o r 
a repor t on the September B i r d Out ing and f o r a l l those 
s t o r i e s you were go ing t o w r i t e about your summer e x p e r i ­
ences . P lease t r y i f p o s s i b l e t o submit them i n type and 
w i t h the same number o f characters per l i n e as i n the 
magazine. 

Editor 

To: The Victoria Naturalist 

The Vancouver I s l a n d marmot i s a rodent about which 
very l i t t l e i s known. I t i s today cons idered t o be r a r e 
and perhaps i n danger o f e x t i n c t i o n . 

This l e t t e r i s b e i n g sent t o i n d i v i d u a l s or p a r t i e s 
who, through t h e i r t r i p s i n t o s u b - a l p i n e or a l p i n e t e r ­
r a i n , may have seen t h i s l a r g e ( ' c a t s i z e ' ) , brown, rock 
d w e l l i n g ground s q u i r r e l . I t i s very s i m i l a r t o the hoary 
marmot, or " w h i s t l e r " o f the mainland mountains except 
f o r i t s dark brown c o l o r a t i o n and more s e c r e t i v e h a b i t s . 

A r e p l y from anyone who has seen a colony or i n d i ­
v i d u a l o f t h i s spec ies would be g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d at 
your e a r l i e s t convenience. Photographs would a l s o be 
welcome. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

W. Jack Sdvick 
A s s i s t a n t Curator o f B i r d s and Mammals 

B r i t i s h Columbia P r o v i n c i a l Museum 

THE G. CLIFFORD CARL MEMORIAL 

The Memorial t o Dr . G. C l i f f o r d C a r l , sponsored by the 
Fr iends o f the P r o v i n c i a l Museum, w i l l take the form o f a 
bursary o f not l e s s than $250.00 t o be awarded annua l ly 
t o a deserv ing student e n t e r i n g t h i r d or f our th year i n 
the F a c u l t y o f Educat ion at the U n i v e r s i t y o f V i c t o r i a 
and s p e c i a l i z i n g i n the B i o l o g i c a l S c i e n c e s . I t i s hoped 
t h a t i t w i l l be p o s s i b l e f o r the f i r s t o f these b u r s a r i e s 
t o be awarded f o r the 1972-73 academic y e a r . 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s have been coming i n s t e a d i l y but some­
what more s l o w l y than had been hoped. The t r u s t fund now 
stands at s l i g h t l y over $1600.00, and s e v e r a l t imes t h a t 
amount w i l l be r e q u i r e d t o produce the annual income n e c -
cessary . I n d i v i d u a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s are welcome and 
r e c e i p t s f o r income t a x purposes are i s s u e d . 
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S e v e r a l b e n e f i t programmes w i l l be h e l d i n the Newcombe 
A u d i t o r i u m t h i s f a l l w i t h proceeds t o go t o the Memorial 
Fund. 

On September 25th the we l l -known photographer and l e c t u r e r 
Ches Lyons w i l l present a programme e n t i t l e d "The R i g h t t o 
L i v e " . 
On October 17, a programme o f f i l m s taken by Doctor C a r l 
e n t i t l e d "Secre ts o f the Sea" w i l l be presented by the 
V i c t o r i a Amateur Movie Club* 
On November 1^, a programme of f i l m s by we l l -known l o c a l 
photographers w i l l be presented by the V i c t o r i a Amateur 
Movie C l u b . D e t a i l s w i l l be announced l a t e r . 
Admiss ion t o a l l programmes w i l l be $1.50 f o r a d u l t s and 
75$ f o r c h i l d r e n . A l l w i l l be h e l d i n the Newcombe A u d i t ­
or ium, P r o v i n c i a l Museum, b e g i n n i n g at 8:00 p .m. 

THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE CANADIAN NATURE FEDERATION 

The Canadian Nature F e d e r a t i o n w i l l succeed the Cana­
dian Audubon S o c i e t y . The i n a u g u r a l meeting w i l l be h e l d 
i n Ottawa September 17,18,19, 1971, at the S k y l i n e H o t e l , 
Ottawa. R e g i s t r a t i o n F r i d a y September 17 9 f o l l o w e d by g e t -
t o g e t h e r 9 f i l m s ; Saturday September 18, bus iness — 
speakers , e v e n t s , c u l m i n a t i n g i n evening banquet ; Sunday 
September 19, f i e l d t r i p s . 

The I n a u g u r a l Meet ing o f the Canadian Nature F e d e r a ­
t i o n i s an important h i s t o r i c event i n Canadian N a t u r a l 
H i s t o r y and C o n s e r v a t i o n . D r . Ted Mosquin, the new c h a i r ­
man, w i l l r epor t on progress t o date i n forming the F e d ­
e r a t i o n and w i l l announce p lans f o r the immediate f u t u r e . 
A l s o the concept of the new N a t u r a l H i s t o r y - C o n s e r v a t i o n -
Environment magazine w i l l be o u t l i n e d - Nature Canada^ t o 
succeed Canadian Audubon and t o b e g i n p u b l i c a t i o n January 
1972. 

I t i s hoped t h a t n a t u r a l i s t s from across Canada w i l l 
a t t e n d . For r e s e r v a t i o n s , app ly t o : 
Canadian Audubon Society,h6 S t . C l a i r Avenue E a s t , T o r o n t o 7 

Mrs. ff. f. Dickson 
Corresponding Secretary 

1970 ANNUAL BIRD REPORT: The 1970 Annual B i r d Report f o r 
Southern Vancouver I s l a n d i s now a v a i l a b l e from me at 
$1.50 ($1.75 t o non-members), p l u s 8$ (9$) t a x p l u s p o s t ­
age. This i l l u s t r a t e d Report has 72 pages and covers a l l 
observat ions o f a l l spec ies i n our A r e a l a s t y e a r . 

J".B. Tatum3 Chairman^ Records Committee 
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PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 1971 

Executive Meeting: 
Tuesday September 7 

General Meeting: 
Tuesday September 14 

Bird F ie ld Tr ip: 
Saturday September 18 

Ornithology Meeting: 
Tuesday September 28 

Junior Group: 

8:00 p .m. Board Room 10̂ +M 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum^ u n / t s> /J 

8:00 p v m . J i f c y ^ o B b c . ^ u d i ^ y i y , 
Provin^ial ' l f lus 'eum \ soutn "entrance ) . 
Mr. H a r o l d Hos fo rd p r e s e n t s : 

"A N a t u r a l i s t Looks at 
Two P r o v i n c e s " 

Meet at M a y f a i r Lanes p a r k i n g l o t 
(nor th s i d e ) 9 :30 a.m. or I s l a n d 
View Beach 10:00 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . 
Leader : Rod Muirhead 38I4-6OO5 
8:00 p .m. Board Room IOUM 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum 

Meet every Saturday 1:30 p .m. at 
M a y f a i r Lanes p a r k i n g l o t (nor th 
s i d e ) f o r f i e l d t r i p . 
Leader : Freeman K i n g 1+79-2966 

AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMS 1971-1972 

The t w e n t y - s i x t h season o f the Audubon W i l d l i f e F i lms 
w i l l s t a r t on October 1 and 2 w i t h " C o a s t l i n e C a l i f o r n i a " 
presented by A l b e r t J . Wool . 

Other speakers and f i l m s a r e : 

October 29 & 30: John P a l i n g " F i l m i n g i n No-Man's Land" 
January ih & 15: L y l e K. Moss "Mule Deer Country" 
February 11 & 12: Bower E.Rudrud "Treasure o f East A f r i c a " 
March 10 & 11: Robert W. Davison "Journey i n Time" 

A l l dates are F r i d a y s and S a t u r d a y s , w i t h showings at 
8:00 p.m., each evening and matinees at 2 :30 p .m. on 
S a t u r d a y s , a t the Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m . 

Season t i c k e t s : Saturday mat inee ; A d u l t s $3.50 
Students $1,50 

F r i d a y and Saturday evenings ; A d u l t s $U.00 
Students $2.00 

A v a i l a b l e at the September General Meet ing . 

Ushers w i l l be needed f o r the evening showings - you get 
i n free I 
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