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COVER STORY 
ALLOTROPA VIRGATA (CANDYSTICK) 

by J e s s i e W o o l l e t t 

A saprophytic herb - stem has l o n g i t u d i n a l s t r i p e s of 
red and white and sometimes grows to a height of 18 inches 
at m a t u r i t y 0 The leaves are elongated s c a l e s on a s i n g l e 
s p i k e - l i k e stem s and the flowers appear at the base of the 
scales on the upper h a l f of the s p i k e . 

The flowers are c l o s e to the main stem and look l i k e a 
brownish-red r a i s i n w i t h ten stamens r i s i n g from i t ; no 
p e t a l s . The ovary i s j u s t the " r a i s i n " swollen up, and i n 
l a t e summer contains many minute seeds„ The p l a n t grows i n 
dry humus i n open coniferous f o r e s t s , and may be found i n 
May and June. 

A l l o t r o p a belongs to the heather f a m i l y and i s mentioned 
on page 18 of the B r i t i s h Columbia P r o v i n c i a l Museum's 
Handbook No, 19 s The Heather Family (Ericaceae) of B r i t i s h  
Columbia by Dr, Adam Szczawinski„ Although i t i s now out of 
p r i n t , many of our members have a copy of i t a 

The specimens of A l l o t r o p a on our cover p i c t u r e were 
found i n Goldstream Campsite. A l l o t r o p a i s a l s o to be found 
i n L i t t l e Qualicum and Englishman Ri v e r Parks, but i s never 
p l e n t i f u l . I t i s a f a s c i n a t i n g p l a n t , and I am always amused 
to see people brush against them on the s i d e of the path and 
never n o t i c e them. When one's eye i s tuned to the p l a n t i t 
seems forever b r i g h t and showy. 
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SPRING OBSERVATIONS, MARCH 1969 

How impatient I have been to see the f i r s t growth of 
spring a f t e r f i v e weeks of snow. Morning f r o s t s c u r t a i l e d 
February growth and grass had not coloured much by mid-
March. But on March 11 I heard the f i r s t e a r l v morning 
warble of the r o b i n , To me i t i s a symbolic song of s p r i n g . 

Many s o - c a l l e d hardy bulbs reach a stage i n t h e i r 
s pring growth when they are very v u l n e r a b l e to f r o s t , I 
snatched the Chinese sacred l i l i e s ( n a r c i s s i ) from under 
the snow where they were potted p r i o r to f o r c i n g and flower
ed them indoors; but the potted h y a c i n t h s , longer exposed to 
f r o s t y were reduced to a pulpy mass though the shoots looked 
a l l r i g h t 0 This reminded me of a s i t u a t i o n when the contents 
of s e v e r a l hundred flower baskets i n the Parks Department 
were s i m i l a r l y k i l l e d by l a t e f r o s t s e v e r a l years ago. 

On December 29, the temperature i n V i c t o r i a o f f i c i a l l y 
dropped to an a l l time low of 3,8 degrees Fahrenheit, A 
month later,, on January 27 a n o r t h - e a s t e r l y gale blew at an 
average of 26,2 m i l e s per hour f o r a 24 hour period at tem
peratures of 13 to 23 degrees Fahrenheit. The combination of 
f r o s t and d e s i c c a t i o n from wind and sun caused considerable 
damage. Freezing and thawing caused sun s c a l d on tender 
evergreen f o l i a g e and created l o n g i t u d i n a l cracks i n many 
t r e e s , The d e s i c c a t i n g winds were f a t a l to many tender 
p l a n t s , Others were severely i n j u r e d . Such weather took a 
heavy t o l l of f a l l - p l a n t e d evergreens and conifers,, because, 
being frozen., they could not replace the l o s t moisture. 

Unsuspected damage was caused by s a l t spray. This burn 
to the f o l i a g e i s evident on the south-east side of trees 
and shrubs, A l a r g e Sequoia gigantea tree i n Royal A t h l e t i c 
Park, two m i l e s from the sea, was severely burned; I expect 
the damage could be traced f o r many more mile s i n l a n d . Try 
a t a s t e t e s t f o r s a l t on an uncleaned window f a c i n g east. 
You maybe s u r p r i s e d , 

i remember many years ago going to East Sooke w i t h 
B i l l Newcombe of the Museum s t a f f to study growth of n a t i v e 
trees under wind-swept c o n d i t i o n s i n order to f i n d s u i t a b l e 
m a t e r i a l to withstand s a l t spray at Ross Bay Cemetery. 

Near Douglas S t r e e t on D a l l a s Road there are a number 
of pine trees growing south of the Douglas S t r e e t f o o t b a l l 
f i e l d s i n Beacon H i l l Park. S a l t spray has l e f t the A u s t r i a n 
pines unharmed,, but Pinus ponderosa were very badly i n j u r e d 
as evidence by the dead, reddish-brown f o l i a g e . 
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The l a t e s p r i n g has given one bonus. The v a r i e d thrush 
are i n no hurry to head f o r the upland h i l l s and mountains, 
and t h e i r l o n e l y song i s ever t h r i l l i n g . 

As I gazed e a r l y one morning from my window i n the f i r s t 
week of March, I was entranced by the a c t i v i t y of a couple of 
bush t i t s d a r t i n g up i n t o a bare-branched hawthorn and then 
to the ground. Suddenly I r e a l i z e d the t i n y mass of moss and 
l i c h e n i n the bare twiggy branches was t a k i n g form. A nest 
was under way. 

W.H. Warren 

********** 
On March 8, Miss Melburn reported that 12 w i l d p l a n t s 

were i n bloom. On A p r i l 8, Miss Melburn t o l d the magazine 
that the l i s t had increased to 72. In s p i t e of t h i s i n c r e a s e , 
the average f l o w e r i n g speed was s t i l l behind the normal. 

********** 

The A l l o t r o p a v i r g a t a p i c t u r e d on our cover has many 
d e s c r i p t i v e common names such as Candystick, S u g a r s t i c k , 
barber's pole and d e v i l ' s wand. "One of the most showy 
saprophytes to be found i n our Province", says the out of 
p r i n t handbook No.19 and adds, "When the s c a l y leaves are 
removed, i t resembles nothing so much as a b r i g h t l y s t r i p e d 
s t i c k of candy". 

I t would be i n t e r e s t i n g , indeed, i f c a n d y s t i c k could be 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n another of our dedicated l o c a l parks. I t would 
be pleasant, too, i f i t could be contrasted w i t h that other 
better-known saprophyte, Indian pipe, sometimes c a l l e d ghost 
flower, corpse p l a n t , i c e p l a n t . C u r i o u s l y , Indian pipe a l s o 
belongs to E r i c a c e a e . 

Miss Terese Todd r e p o r t s that candystick grows upon her 
property, but i n a place where i t i s d i f f i c u l t to photograph. 
Miss E d i t h Valens and Mrs. J.M. W o o l l e t t have f i n e colour 
s l i d e s of A l l o t r o p a . Does any other member of our S o c i e t y 
possess a colour s l i d e of t h i s saprophyte? 

********** 


