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LEAFLESS OAKS AND UNCERTAIN SKY 

By Ruth Chambers. 

"Our G a r r y o a k s , " we V i c t o r i a n s sometimes c a l l them, 
and we do have some b e a u t i e s a l t h o u g h many were d e s t r o y e d 
as G r e a t e r V i c t o r i a grew. 

But Quercus g a r r y a n a - najned i n 1839 by D a v i d Douglas  
f o r N i c h o l a s G a r r y , s e c r e t a r y o f the Hudson's Bay Company 
- e x t e n d s from B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a t o t h e mountains a l o n g 
t h e c e n t r a l c o a s t o f C a l i f o r n i a . 

I n our p r o v i n c e i t i s t h e o n l y n a t i v e s p e c i e s o f oak 
and i s found on t h e e a s t c o a s t o f Vancouver I s l a n d as f a r 
n o r t h as t h e C o u r t e n a y v a l l e y and on t h e n earby i s l a n d s 
i n G e o r g i a S t r a i t . 

I t i s t h e o n l y n a t i v e oak i n t h e S t a t e o f Washington 
and i s t h e p r i n c i p a l n a t i v e oak i n Oregon. I n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s i t i s sometimes c a l l e d by t h e l o c a l names o f 
P a c i f i c p o s t oak, P a c i f i c w h i t e oak, p r a i r i e oak, Oregon 
oak, w e s t e r n oak and w e s t e r n w h i t e oak. 

I n e a r l y autumn, V i c t o r i a n s w i t h a t a l l G a r r y oak 
g r o wing by the house, h e a r a c o r n s s t r i k i n g t h e r o o f and 
r o l l i n g down i t s s l o p e . The b r o n z e l e a v e s f a l l l a t e r . 
Then V i c t o r i a n s , of d i f f e r i n g ages and t y p e s , sweep them 
from p a t h s and p o r c h s t e p s , r a k e them from t h e g r a s s , 
scoop them from r o o f g u t t e r s , compost them, b u r n them, 
b l e s s them o r c u r s e them as t h e case may be. 

But t h e shapes o f G a r r y o a k s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a g a i n s t 
a w i n t e r s u n s e t , are b e a u t i f u l t o b e h o l d . 

R e f e r e n c e s : 1) N a t i v e Trees o f Canada. 2) S y l v i c a l 
S e r i e s No. 10, U.S. Department of A g r i c u l t u r e , F o r e s t 
S e r v i c e , P o r t l a n d , Oregon. 
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MATURE COUNCIL FALL MEETING - KELOWNA, OCTOBER 12 
The f o l l o w i n g b r i e f r e p o r t o f y o u r d e l e g a t e i s sub­

j e c t t o c o r r e c t i o n o f e r r o r s and o m i s s i o n s by o f f i c i a l 
m i n u t e s . P r e s e n t were the f u l l e x e c u t i v e and d e l e g a t e s 
from seven o f the e i g h t a f f i l i a t e d c l u b s . S e v e r a l o b s e r v ­
e r s were p r e s e n t from Kelowna, one from Vernon, and Mrs. 
Garman, Mrs. S o u l s b y , Mrs. W a l k e r and E l t o n Anderson 
a t t e n d e d from V i c t o r i a . The m e e t i n g began a t 9:30 a.m. 
and, w i t h b r e a k s f o r l u n c h and d i n n e r , l a s t e d u n t i l l 11:00 
p.m. 

Main b u s i n e s s of t h i s m e e t i n g was a r e v i e w o f the 
aims and o b j e c t s of t h e C o u n c i l , and of ways and means o f 
making B.C.N.C. more e f f e c t i v e . The c h airman had s e v e r a l 
s u g g e s t i o n s as d i d E l t o n Anderson who a l s o s u b m i t t e d o p i n ­
i o n s from o t h e r i n t e r e s t e d p e o p l e . Your d e l e g a t e had 
s u g g e s t e d t h a t we c e n t r a l i z e our e x e c u t i v e and empower 
them to a c t on t h e i r own i n i t i a t i v e ; t h a t we i n c r e a s e 
our p e r c a p i t a l e v y t o g i v e the e x e c u t i v e a more r e a l i s t i c 
budget and p o s s i b l y a l l o w a w i d e r d i s t r i b u t i o n o f the 
News l e t t e r ; t h a t we e x t e n d membership t o i n c l u d e A s s o c ­
i a t e Members; t h a t we improve communication w i t h i n t h e 
C o u n c i l by h a v i n g a l l b r i e f s , e t c . c h a n n e l e d t h r o u g h t h e 
C o u n c i l E x e c u t i v e f o r f u r t h e r p r e s e n t a t i o n ; t h a t we im­
prove l i a i s o n w i t h Government and I n d u s t r y t o make e f f o r t s 
toward c o n s e r v a t i o n more e f f e c t i v e ; and t h a t , as a means 
t o t h i s end, we might c o n s i d e r a f f i l i a t i o n w i t h t h e B.C. 
W i l d l i f e F e d e r a t i o n . 

F o l l o w i n g a f u l l and wide d i s c u s s i o n of e v e r y 
s u g g e s t i o n made, the m e e t i n g d e c i d e d t h a t r a t h e r than t o 
c o n t i n u e as we had u n t i l now, we had t o r e v i t a l i z e t h e 
C o u n c i l . To a c h i e v e t h i s i t was d e c i d e d t h a t t h e o r g a n ­
i z a t i o n be i n c o r p o r a t e d under the S o c i e t i e s A c t . P e t e r 
Legge who had been revamping the c o n s t i t u t i o n t o conform 
t o r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e A c t was asked t o p r o c e e d w i t h t h e 
work, and t o i n c l u d e i n h i s r e v i s i o n p r o v i s i o n f o r 
A s s o c i a t e , I n d i v i d u a l and S u s t a i n i n g Memberships; and a 
p o s s i b l e enlargement of the e x e c u t i v e by i n c l u d i n g 
d i r e c t o r s ( r e g i o n a l ) , the e n l a r g e d e x e c u t i v e t o meet f r e ­
q u e n t l y d u r i n g t h e y e a r t o conduct o r g a n i z a t i o n b u s i n e s s . 
The C o u n c i l as a whole would meet o n l y a n n u a l l y i n s t e a d 
of t w i c e y e a r l y as now. F i n a n c e s were c o n s i d e r e d , and 
d e l e g a t e s were a s k e d t o t a k e t o t h e i r c l u b s f o r a p p r o v a l 
a p r o p o s a l t o r a i s e the per c a p i t a fee from 25^ t o oO(f 
b e g i n n i n g w i t h the new f i s c a l y e a r ( n e x t A p r i l ) . T h i s 
w i l l g i v e the new e x e c u t i v e a more r e a l i s t i c budget t o 
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work w i t h . 

A P u b l i c i t y Committee was s e t up, c h a i r e d by G.H. 
P o t t s o f Cowichan-Duncan and t o i n c l u d e Mrs. S o u l s b y , 
E l t o n Anderson and Dave Hancock. Copy f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n 
t h e N e w s l e t t e r t o be f o r w a r d e d t o G.H. P o t t s , Box 533, 
Duncan. 

As t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n w i l l p r o b a b l y mean a change of 
name, i t was d e c i d e d t h a t a l l H a s t y Notes on hand would 
be s o l d at h a l f p r i c e , i . e . 50£ p e r p a c k e t r a t h e r t h a n 
$1.00. 

R e g a r d i n g t h e s a l e s o f A N a t u r a l i s t ' s G u i d e t o t h e 
V i c t o r i a R e g i o n , i t was d e c i d e d t h a t p r o f i t s from t h e 
s a l e o f t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n w o u l d be s h a r e d e q u a l l y w i t h the 
V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y . 

E l t o n Anderson p r e s e n t e d a comprehensive and w e l l -
documented b r i e f on t h e c l e a r i n g o f M i c a Dam r e s e r v o i r , 
and a s u r v e y o f p r o p o s e d dam s i t e s i n t h e p r o v i n c e . 

Dr. S t a c e - S m i t h r e p o r t e d on a m e e t i n g of h i m s e l f 
and Dr. B r i n k o f t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n Committee (Vancouver 
N.H.S.) w i t h Hon. Mr. K i e r n a n , M i n i s t e r o f R e c r e a t i o n and 
C o n s e r v a t i o n . D i s c u s s i o n took p l a c e on P r o v i n c i a l P a r k 
p o l i c y , and t h e committee were q u i t e o p t i m i s t i c w i t h 
r e s u l t s o f t h e m e e t i n g . One advance, t h e y t h o u g h t , was 
t h a t t h e M i n i s t e r had i n mind the s e t t i n g up o f an a d v i s ­
o r y committee c o n s i s t i n g o f p r o f e s s i o n a l p e r s o n n e l from 
f o r e s t r y , m i n i n g , f i s h e r i e s e t c . , and i n c l u d i n g r e p r e s ­
e n t a t i v e s from v a r i o u s c o n s e r v a t i o n - m i n d e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n the p r o v i n c e . T h i s committee would be c h a i r e d by t h e 
M i n i s t e r and meet at h i s c a l l t o a d v i s e on c o n s e r v a t i o n 
m a t t e r s . 

Mrs. G i b b a r d , Naramata, r e p o r t e d on t h e P a c i f i c 
Nest Record scheme, and asked f o r f u l l e r c o - o p e r a t i o n 
o f member c l u b s i n r e p o r t i n g . 

The next m e e t i n g , ( A n n u a l ) , i s p r o p o s e d t o be h e l d 
i n t h e Comox-Courtenay a r e a e a r l y i n A p r i l , 1969. As 
t h e term of o f f i c e o f t h e p r e s e n t e x e c u t i v e e x p i r e s t h e n , 
Mr. E l t o n Anderson was asked t o head t h e n o m i n a t i n g 
committee s e e k i n g c a n d i d a t e s f o r t h e new e x e c u t i v e . 

i l . D . W a l k e r 
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HERRING BALL AND SEA BIRDS 

D u r i n g t h e f a l l months when the salmon run c o i n c i d e s 
w i t h the m i g r a t i o n o f the p e l a g i c b i r d s , i t i s not uncom­
mon t o w i t n e s s a h e r r i n g b a l l . When i n p a n i c , l a r g e num­
be r s o f h e r r i n g l i t e r a l l y form a l a r g e b a l l on o r n ear t h e 
s u r f a c e of t h e w a t e r , p o s s i b l y as a d e f e n s i v e measure i n 
the p resence of p r e d a t o r y salmon below t h e s c h o o l . 

The m i g r a t i n g salmon a r e o f t e n l o c a t e d by f i s h e r m e n 
t h r o u g h the a c t i v i t y o f s e a b i r d s a t t r a c t e d t o t h e s u r f a ­
c i n g h e r r i n g , and on August 28 w i t h no w i n d and a g l a s s y 
s e a the w r i t e r o b s e r v e d a h e r r i n g b a l l c l o s e i n t o C l o v e r 
P o i n t . A f l o c k o f t r a n s i e n t B o n a p a r t e g u l l s sweeping i n 
t i g h t c i r c l e and making o c c a s i o n a l s t o o p s t o the w a t e r was 
the f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n o f a n y t h i n g u n u s u a l and w i t h i n seconds 
th e e n t i r e sewer o u t l e t p o p u l a t i o n of g l a u c o u s - w i n g e d g u l l s 
were s p l a s h i n g and f l o p p i n g i n t o t h e a r e a , t h e i r approach 
b e i n g q u i t e u n l i k e the d e l i c a t e f l i g h t p a t t e r n of t h e 
B o n a p a r t e s . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e g u l l s were s e v e r a l s t r i n g s o f ^Brandt  
cormorant f l y i n g low o v e r t h e w a t e r and o n l y c h a n g i n g 
d i r e c t i o n t o j o i n i n t h e melee and l i t e r a l l y d r o p p i n g on 
t o t h e w a t e r i n the m i d s t o f the g u l l s , t h e y p r o m p t l y 
s l i p p e d below t h e s u r f a c e i n a v e r y b u s i n e s s - l i k e manner. 

D u r i n g t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e s e s p e c i e s , a p a i r of^ p i g e o n  
g u i l l e m o t s and t h r e e r h i n o c e r o s a u k l e t s had e i t h e r f l o w n 
i n u n n o t i c e d o r had been underwater i n t h e g e n e r a l a r e a , 
s u r f a c i n g o n l y a f t e r t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e g u l l s and cormo­
r a n t s . One a u k l e t s t r u g g l e d v a l i a n t l y w i t h a l a r g e f i s h , 
but l o s t i t t o a marauding Heermann's g u l l t h a t was one o f 
s e v e r a l i n the a r e a . Mew and C a l i f o r n i a g u l l s were soon on 
the scene w i t h s e v e r a l p e l a g i c c o r m o r a n t s and a s i n g l e 
s o o t y s h e a r w a t e r , skimming t h e w a t e r w i t h t h e " f l a p and 
g l i d e " f l i g h t so c h a r a c t e r s i t i c o f t h a t f a m i l y , came i n 
from the d i s t a n t f o g bank. 

W i t h i n two minutes t h e s p l a s h i n g , s c r e a m i n g mass o f 
b i r d s exceeded two hundred and s t i l l more b i r d s were p o u r ­
i n g i n . A f l o c k o f n o r t h e r n p h a l a r o g e c i r c l e d the scene 
at a d i s t a n c e but h e s i t a t e d t o j o i n t h e f r e e f o r a l l . 
Common murres t h a t had been s c a t t e r e d i n s t r i n g s and l o o s e 
f a m i l y f l o c k s p r i o r t o the e x c i t e m e n t were a r r i v i n g i n 
numbers w i t h the young o f t h e y e a r s t a y i n g c l o s e t o a d u l t 
h i r d s and occas i o n a l l y " b e g g i n g " f o r f i s h when the a d u l t s 
s u r f a c e d . 

One dark nhase and one 1 i e h t phase p n r a s i t i c i a e eer 
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a r r i v e d and dropped t o the w a t e r t o f e e d on the s u r f a c e 
and make an o c c a s i o n a l d a s h i n g f l i g h t a f t e r g u l l s of a l l 
s i z e s . Only one common t e r n came t o t h e h e r r i n g b a l l but 
t h e s p e c i e s had o n l y been i n the a r e a i n s m a l l numbers 
d u r i n g t h e e a r l y f a l l m i g r a t i o n . 

L a s t i n g f o r about f i f t e e n m i n u t e s , t h e i n c i d e n t moved 
p a s t t h e p o i n t w i t h t h e t i d e and t h e b i r d s s l o w l y d i s p e r s ­
ed. The A l c i d s remained a t the scene a f t e r g u l l s and corm­
o r a n t s f l e w o f f . A q u i c k e s t i m a t e o f t h e e n t i r e f l o c k o f 
b i r d s was 370 w i t h 14 s p e c i e s r e p r e s e n t e d . 

No doubt t h e a c t i v i t y below t h e s u r f a c e was as h e c t i c 
as the scene above. The w r i t e r was l e f t f e e l i n g t h a t he 
had w i t n e s s e d o n l y h a l f t h e i n c i d e n t . 

G. A l l e n P o y n t e r 

BIRDS FOR THE RECORD 
by G.N. and G. Hooper, 2411 A l p i n e C r . (477-1152) 

S a b i n e ' s g u l l (2) - C l o v e r P t . - Sep. 17 -
R a l p h F r y e r 

Marsh hawk (1) - I s l a n d View Beach - Sep. 21 -
P e r e g r i n e f a l c o n (1) - E n i d K.Lemon ( S a t u r d a y F i e l d T r i p ) 
Y e l l o w - b e l l i e d s a p s u c k e r (3) - Towner P a r k - Sep. 21 -
B u f f - b r e a s t e d s a n d p i p e r (1) - W i t t y ' s Lagoon - Sep. 28 -
M o u r n i n g dove (5) - W a l l a c e D r i v e - Oct. 5 -

A.R. and E l e a n o r e D a v i d s o n 
European widgeon (2) - E s q u i m a l t Lagoon - Oct. 5 -

R a l p h F r y e r 
L a p l a n d l o n g s p u r (1) - C a t t l e P t . - Oct. 8 -

Tuesday Group 
W h i t e - f r o n t e d goose (2) - D a l l a s Rd. - O c t . 10 -

( Y a c h t pond) R a l p h F r y e r 

M i g r a n t s and w i n t e r r e s i d e n t s : 
A n c i e n t m u r r e l e t (1) Sep. 17 - RF 
V a r i e d t h r u s h - Sep. 21 - ARD 
H e r m i t t h r u s h - Sep. 28 - ARD 
Vaux's s w i f t (50-60) - Sep. 28 - ARD 
Turkey v u l t u r e (24) - Sep. 30 - GNU; (25) Oct. 8 - ARD 
Eared grebe (1) - Oct. 5 - AP 
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BOOK NEWS FOR NATURALISTS 

The f o l l o w i n g 
been added t o the 
C l o u d e s l e y -

Thompson, J . L. 
Garvey R. 
L o v e l l , S i r . B. 

G l u c k , I.D. 
M c L e i s h , J . 
M c C l u r e , F.A. 
Haas, E. 
Dugan, J.T. 
M i l l e r , R.C. 
Hoyt, M. 

Brewer, J . 

K e l l e r , W.P. 
K i r k a l d y , J . F . 
Comber, L.C. 
Hardy, S i r A.C. 

Ka r p , W. 

Ra v e n s d a l e , T. 
R o b e r t s , C. 
Br o o k s , M.G. 
Symonds, R.D. 
H a l l e t t , J.P. 
Andrewes, S i r C.H. 
W i l e y , L. 
Ch a p i n , H. 
C o s t e l l o , D.F. 
C l a r k , J.G.D. 
Lawrence, R.D. 
L e s l i e , R.F. 
S m i t h , J.E. 

L e v i - S t r a u s s , C. 
Dasmann, R.F. 
V e s e y - F i t z g e r a l d , 
T h o r b u r n , A. 
L i s t s u p p l i e d by 

; l i s t i s o f books w h i c h have r e c e n t l y 
G r e a t e r V i c t o r i a P u b l i c L i b r a r y : 

A n i m a l t w i l i g h t . 
A n i m a l orphanage. 
Our p r e s e n t knowledge of the 

U n i v e r s e . 
I t ' s a l l done w i t h m i r r o r s . 
L o o k i n g a t chromosomes. 
Bamboos. 
P r i d e ' s P r o g r e s s . 
World b e n e a t h t h e s e a . 
The Sea. 
J e w e l s from the ocean deep: s h e l l 

c o l l e c t i n g . 
Wings i n the meadow: Monach 

b u t t e r f l y . 
Under d e s e r t s k i e s . 
F o s s i l s i n c o l o u r . 
B i o l o g y i n th e modern w o r l d . 
G r e a t w a t e r s : M a r i n e b i o l o g y -

A n t a r c t i c . 
C h a r l e s Darwin and th e O r i g i n o f 

S p e c i e s . 
C o r a l f i s h e s . 
The s c i e n t i f i c c o n s c i e n c e . 
The l i f e o f the m o u n t a i n s . 
Hours and th e b i r d s . 
A n i m a l K i t a b u . 
N a t u r a l h i s t o r y o f v i r u s e s . 
Rare w i l d f l o w e r s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . 
S e a r c h f o r A t l a n t i s . 
The w o r l d o f th e a n t . 
Stone Age h u n t e r s . 
There t h e w a t e r - l i l i e s grow. 
The b e a r s and I . 
" T o r r e y Canyon" p o l l u t i o n and 

marine l i f e . 
S t r u c t u r a l anth r o p o l o g y . 
A d i f f e r e n t k i n d o f c o u n t r y . 

B. The w o r l d of f i s h e s . 
T horburn's b i r d s . 

Mr.G. M c B r i d e , C i r c u l a t i o n Dept. C.V.P.L 

DAWN REDWOOD AND BALD CYPRESS 
31 

Two c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t r e e s , dawn redwood o r C h i n e s e 
redwood, M e t a s e q u o i a g l y p t o s t r o b o l d e s and b a l d c y p r e s s , 
Taxodium D i s t i c h u m , can be seen i n Beacon H i l l P a r k . Two 
t r e e s o f each s p e c i e s a r e g r o w i n g n e a r Goodacre L a k e . 

L i v i n g dawn redwood t r e e s were f i r s t s e e n and d e s ­
c r i b e d by b o t a n i s t s i n C h i n a i n 1945. S i n c e s e v e r a l s p e c i e s 
of t h i s genus had been known from f o s s i l s i t was o n l y 
n a t u r a l f o r the term " L i v i n g f o s s i l " t o be used. Of c o u r s e , 
" l i v i n g f o s s i l " i s a misnomer f o r f o s s i l s a r e t h e remains 
of l i v i n g t h i n g s embedded i n r o c k ; t h e r e f o r e v e r y much 
dead. The d i s c o v e r y o f the dawn redwood has been c a l l e d 
" t h e most e x c i t i n g b o t a n i c a l f i n d of t h e c e n t u r y . " 

The B a l d C y p r e s s i s a common t r e e o f t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n 
U n i t e d S t a t e s where i t forms p u r e f o r e s t s i n swamps and 
r i v e r f l o o d p l a i n s . I t i s found as f a r n o r t h as th e D e l ­
aware c o a s t and i n t h e M i s s i s s i p p i v a l l e y t o s o u t h e r n 
I l l i n o i s . An u n u s u a l f e a t u r e o f th e b a l d c y p r e s s i s t h e 
growth from t h e r o o t s o f e r e c t woody p r o j e c t i o n s known as 
"knees". These "knees" may be seen under the c y p r e s s 
t r e e s near t h e b r i d g e on Goodacre Lake. 

Dawn redwood and b a l d c y p r e s s a r e d i f f i c u l t t o s e p ­
a r a t e . Both a r e d e c i d u o u s c o n i f e r s w i t h s o f t g reen 
n e e d l e s and s h a l l o w l y f i s s u r e d s t r i n g y b a r k . B o t h s p e c i e s 
a l s o shed t h e i r l a t e r a l s h o o t s as w e l l as t h e i r l e a v e s , 
but t h e y can be i d e n t i f i e d by c l o s e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 
f o l l o w i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 

Dawn Redwood L a t e r a l t w i g s t h r e e i n c h e s o r more i n 
l e n g t h . Leaves d a r k g r e e n , one i n c h 
or more i n l e n g t h , rounded end w i t h 
t i n y p o i n t . 

B a l d C y p r e s s L a t e r a l t w i g s l e s s t h a n 3" i n l e n g t h . 
Leaves l i g h t y e l l o w i s h - g r e e n , 1/2" o r 
l e s s i n l e n g t h p o i n t e d end. 

Take a wa l k around Goodacre Lake i f you want t o 
see l i v i n g f o s s i l s and c y p r e s s knees! 

David S t i r l i n g 
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WINTER STOREHOUSE 

O f t e n , d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r , when we a r e t i d y i n g up t h e 
p i l e s o f f l o w e r p o t s at Lakeview Gardens, we f i n d a s t o r e 
o f wheat g r a i n s i n the e q u i v a l e n t of t h e " a t t i c " a t t h e 
top of the p i l e and lower down t h i s r u s t i c " h i g h r i s e " 
w i l l be the n e s t o f t h e deermouse. Once, l i f t i n g t h e t o p 
pot o f f a p i l e , I g l i m p s e d t h e t i p o f a t a i l d i s a p p e a r i n g 
t h r o u g h t h e d r a i n a g e h o l e o f t h e n e x t p o t . The mouse 
r a c e d me down u n t i l she was f i n a l l y t r a p p e d under t h e 
l o w e s t . T h i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t p r o b a b l y she u s u a l l y e n t e r e d 
t h r o u g h the d r a i n a g e h o l e of t h e top p o t . 

L a s t w i n t e r a comfy l i t t l e apartment had been n i b b l e d 
out of the m i d d l e o f a p i l e o f paper p o t s . Do t h e mice 
c a r r y t h e wheat g r a i n s one by one from t h e s a c k o f b i r d 
f e e d t o t h i s w i n t e r g r a n a r y ? 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e deermice have a p a s s i o n f o r t h e 
seeds of r a r e p e o n i e s and m a g n o l i a s , so I f e a r no mercy 
i s shown them, and t h e y a r e e a s i l y t r a p p e d . 

D o r i s Page 

JUNIOR JOTTINGS 
The J u n i o r s , w i t h o v e r n i n e t y o f f i c i a l members, a r e 

w e l l i n t o a good y e a r o f h i k i n g , l e a r n i n g and f u n ! 
At the b e g i n n i n g o f the month, t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e 

group went t o Mount Douglas Beach. I t was f a s c i n a t i n g , 
f o r each o v e r - t u r n e d r o c k r e v e a l e d an unknown p l a n t o r 
a n i m a l . The c l a y beds, s t u d i e d c l o s e l y , u n c o v e r e d a 
s t o r y o v e r a m i l l i o n y e a r s o l d . 

The next week, t h e j u n i o r group went t o F r a n c i s P a r k 
where the f a l l mushrooms were a t t h e i r peak. The n e x t 
S a t u r d a y , the o l d e r group had a g e n e r a l " c l e a n up" bee 
at F r a n c i s P a r k . The N a t u r e House was c l e a n e d , the d i s ­
p l a y s were changed, and t h e a r e a round t h e N a t u r e House 
was c l e a r e d o f p a p e r . A l s o , i n one a r e a o f the P a r k , the 
young f i r t r e e s and broom p l a n t s were c l e a r e d t o make an 
" a r t i f i c i a l " meadow. 

L a s t S a t u r d a y , the younger group went t o W i t t y ' s 
Lagoon i n M e t c h o s i n , where marine l i f e (seaweeds e s p e c ­
i a l l y ) was s t u d i e d . T h i s month, a l s o , e i g h t l e a d e r s and 
S k i p went on an a l l - d a y cookout to S a l t s p r i n g I s l a n d , 
(There i s no b e t t e r way t o l e a r n s o much, and y e t have 
so much fun.) We a l s o u s h e r e d f o r John T a f t ' s Audubon 
f i l m , " C e n t r a l C a l i f o r n i a ' s C o a s t a l P l a i n . " 

B a r b a r a Chapman 
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NEW FOREST 

Wherever we d r i v e on our i s l a n d , the f o r e s t i s always 
p r e s e n t i n v a r i o u s s t a g e s . I t i s t h e economic base upon 
w h i c h we a l l l a r g e l y depend. 

A few y e a r s ago, t h e Cowichan V a l l e y w i t h i t s "stumps 
and d e s o l a t i o n " was an u g l y b l o t on t h e l a n d s c a p e . A 
s h o r t w h i l e ago, t h e M a l a h a t D r i v e was a b a r e and u g l y 
h i l l s i d e . The g r e a t C a m p b e l l R i v e r f i r e l e f t thousands 
o f a c r e s d e s o l a t e e x c e p t f o r snags and b u r n t stumps. 

Today, t h e s e p l a c e s a r e new l i v i n g g r e e n f o r e s t . 
Here i s a chance f o r s t u d e n t s and n a t u r a l i s t s t o see 

h i s t o r y r e p e a t i n g i t s e l f as i t has done i n t h e p a s t . 
About 300 y e a r s ago, most o f t h e f o r e s t growth on the 

i s l a n d was d e s t r o y e d by a g i g a n t i c f i r e . T h i s we can r e a d 
from some of t h e v e r y o l d Douglas f i r s and c e d a r s t h a t 
w i t h s t o o d t h e f i r e . 

Perhaps t h e same k i n d o f d e v a s t a t i o n took p l a c e many 
ti m e s b e f o r e . 

There a r e l a r g e a r e a s o f our p r o v i n c e w h i c h s h o u l d 
be u t i l i s e d f o r man. But l o g g i n g methods s h o u l d be s u c h 
t h a t a l i v i n g f o r e s t w i l l grow a g a i n . 

Some a r e a s o f our f o r e s t l a n d s must be l e f t w i t h no 
v i o l a t i o n by l o g g i n g , m i n i n g o r o t h e r c o m m e r c i a l v e n t u r e s . 

These untouched l a n d s a r e needed f o r r e c r e a t i o n and 
f o r s t u d y . Such l a n d s show th e p r o c e s s of n a t u r a l growth 
and a r e examples of the h a b i t a t o f a n i m a l s t h a t n a t u r a l l y 
b e l o n g t h e r e . 

Untouched l a n d s can be k e p t . But o n l y i f pub l i e 
o p i n i o n i s a r o u s e d , and enough p e o p l e i n s i s t t h a t s u c h 
l a n d s remain untouched. 

Freeman K i n g . 

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS PLEASE: These a r c s t i l l l a g g i n g . 
Are you u n c e r t a i n about y o u r s ? Or die; you p l a i n f o r g e t ? 
Dues may be p a i d a t the monthly m e e t i n g or s e n t d i r e c t 
t o our T r e a s u r e r , Mr. E.E. B r i d g c n , 2159 C e n t r a l Avenue, 
V i c t o r i a , B.C. Cheques o r Money O r d e r s s h o u l d be made 
pa y a b l e t o the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y . The dues 
a r e p r i n t e d on the back c o v e r . 
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BEFORE MAN 

R e g r e t t a b l y , t h e r e i s no r e g u l a r a r t i c l e f o r t h i s 
space t h i s month s o , f o r r e a d e r s who may not know i t , we 
p r e s e n t a f a m i l i a r g e n e r a l knowledge s t o r y o f an i n v e n t ­
i o n t h a t combined i m a g i n a t i o n and a c u t e o b s e r v a t i o n o f 
n a t u r a l h i s t o r y . 

I n London, E n g l a n d , a v a s t new b u i l d i n g was needed 
f o r the E x h i b i t i o n o f 1851. No a r c h i t e c t c o u l d produce 
a s u i t a b l e d e s i g n . Then Joseph P a x t o n , a g a r d e n e r employ­
ed by the Duke o f D e v o n s h i r e , drew - on a s h e e t o f b l o t t i n g -
p a p e r , i t i s s a i d - a rough p l a n based on an e n t i r e l y new 
p r i n c i p l e . 

Where d i d he get t h i s new i d e a w h i c h was used i n t h e 
b u i l d i n g o f the C r y s t a l P a l a c e ? 

In 1837, S i r R o b e r t Schomburgk d e s c r i b e d t o t h e R o y a l  
G e o g r a p h i c a l S o c i e t y a l i l y he had found i n B r i t i s h  
G u i a n a . I t s huge l e a f , sometimes n e a r l y 40 f e e t i n c i r ­
c umference, had g r e a t powers o f f l o t a t i o n . The back o f 
t h e l e a f had an i n t r i c a t e p a t t e r n o f v e i n s t h a t l o o k e d 
l i k e w i c k e r w o r k . Because Gr e a t B r i t a i n had a new young 
queen, S i r R o b e r t named the l i l y V i c t o r i a R e g i a i n h e r 
honour. 

The l i l y caused a g r e a t s t i r i n E n g l a n d . The I l l u s ­ 
t r a t e d London News had a s k e t c h of a V i c t o r i a R e g i a l i l y 
l e a f w i t h a s m a l l g i r l s t a n d i n g on i t as i t f l o a t e d , 

P a x t o n , l a t e r S i r J oseph P a x t o n , c o p i e d i n i r o n the  
l i n e s i n t h e v e g e t a b l e c e l l u l a r s t r u c t u r e w h ich gave 
such s t r e n g t h t o the l i l y l e a f . 

P r a c t i c a l b o t a n y produced a p a l a c e ! 
Ruth Chambers. 

A NET OF NATURALISTS 
D u r i n g t h e summer, you r e d i t o r w i t h much h e l p put 

t o g e t h e r a 40-page b o o k l e t A Net o f N a t u r a l i s t s . A l l t h e 
t e x t was w r i t t e n by members o f our S o c i e t y . Some o f i t 
appeared i n Volume 24 o f the magazine. Of t h e 14 b l a c k 
and w h i t e p h o t o g r a p h s , n e a r l y a l l w i l l be new t o members. 
T h i s i s a V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y p u b l i c a t i o n . 
A l l proceeds from i t s s a l e go t o the S o c i e t y . I t may be 
o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h Mr. B r i d g e n , at t h e B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum, at F o r d ' s Book S t o r e , and, i n Oak Bay, 
at I v y ' s Book Shop. I t c o s t s $1.35 p l u s li t a x when 
bought " a c r o s s the c o u n t e r . " Mai 1 o r d e r s , p l e a s e add ten 
c e n t s f o r h a n d l i n g c h a r g e s . E d i t o r . 
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INSIDE STORY OF THE 'GATOR POACHERS 
A September 30 Audubon News R e l e a s e s a y s t h a t a gory 

p i c t u r e of a dozen dead a l l i g a t o r s , p hotographed i n a 
p o a c h e r ' s s k i f f i n E v e r g l a d e s N a t i o n a l P a r k , opens a 
s t o r y on "America's d i r t i e s t b u s i n e s s " i n the September-
O c t o b e r i s s u e o f Audubon, the magazine o f the N a t i o n a l 
Audubon S o c i e t y . 

The c o n s e r v a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n i s a l a r m e d because the 
h i g h p r i c e of a l l i g a t o r p r o d u c t s i s e n c o u r a g i n g p o a c h i n g 
and thus t h r e a t e n i n g t o wipe out t h i s a n c i e n t s p e c i e s 
t h a t has s l i t h e r e d t h r o u g h t h e swamps s i n c e the age o f 
t h e d i n o s a u r s . When an a l l i g a t o r w a l l e t can f e t c h $95 
i n a f a s h i o n a b l e s t o r e i n New Y o r k , D a l l a s o r San F r a n ­
c i s c o , t h e r e ' s enough money coming i n to f i n a n c e a m u l t i ­
m i l l i o n - d o l l a r p o a c h i n g o p e r a t i o n i n the s o u t h - e a s t e r n 
s t a t e s where t h e r e m a i n i n g a l l i g a t o r s l i v e . 

Even the a l l i g a t o r p o a c h e r s , says the magazine, 
agree t h a t the b i g r e p t i l e s a r e f a r fewer t h a n they were 
a few y e a r s ago, e s p e c i a l l y the l a r g e b r e e d i n g ones. 

N a t u r a l l y the poacher i s c o n c e r n e d t h a t t h e c r e a t u r e 
Xi/ho b r i n g s him up t o $700 a n i g h t may be wiped out soon! 
But he has no i n t e n t i o n of d o i n g a n y t h i n g about i t . 

U n t i l the a n i m a l i s e x t i n c t , p r i c e s w i l l s u r e l y 
c o n t i n u e t o go h i g h e r . 

"An a l l i g a t o r purse s h o u l d be an o b j e c t o f d i s g u s t , 
not p r i d e " ends the News R e l e a s e . 

************* 

FORD FOUNDATION & ECOLOGY: 
The J u l y 15, 1968, i s s u e of Audubon L e a d e r ' s 

C o n s e r v a t i o n Guide announces t h a t the Ford F o u n d a t i o n 
p l a n s t o cont i n u e and expand i t s s p o n s o r s h i p o f r e s e a r c h 
and e d u c a t i o n i n e c o l o g y w i t h g r a n t s t o t a l l i n g n e a r l y 
$4 m i l l i o n t o seven u n i v e r s i t i e s arid the M i s s o u r i B o t a n i c a l 
Garden. 

$483,200 i s the prant t o the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h 
CoLumbia f o r a new i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y programme of g r a d ­
uate e d u c a t i o n i n r e s o u r c e s c i e n c e . 
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PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 

Audubon W i l d l i f e F i l m 
F r i d a y and S a t u r d a y 
November 1 & 2 

Annu a l Fungus Foray 
S a t u r d a y , Nov. 2 

E x e c u t i v e M e e t i n g 
Tuesday, Nov. 5 
G e n e r a l M e e t i n g 
Tuesday, Nov. 12 

B i r d F i e l d T r i p 
S a t u r d a y , Nov. 16 

J u n i o r Group 

W i l l i a m H a l l p r e s e n t s 
"The R e a l Y e l l o w s t o n e " 
8:00 p.m. Newcombe A u d i t o r i u m 
B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a P r o v i n c i a l 
Museum (S o u t h e n t r a n c e ) . 
E n t r a n c e t o p a r k i n g l o t from 
S u p e r i o r S t r e e t . 
Meet a t Monterey P a r k i n g L o t a t 
10:00 a.m. f o r t r i p t o F r a n c i s 
P a r k . B r i n g l u n c h . 
L e a d e r : M i s s M.C. M e l b u r n 
384-9052. 
8:00 p.m., home o f Mrs. S. P r i o r 
1903 S h o t b o l t Road. 

Douglas B u i l d i n g c a f e t e r i a 
8:00 p.m. 
Dr. W. Gordon F i e l d s w i l l speak 
on " B i o l o g y a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y 
o f V i c t o r i a " . 
Meet a t Monterey P a r k i n g L o t 
9:30 a.m. o r Bazan Bay a t 
10:00 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . 
Meet e v e r y S a t u r d a y , 1:30 p.m. 
Monterey P a r k i n g L o t , Douglas 
at H i l l s i d e f o r f i e l d t r i p . 
L e ader: Mr. Freeman K i n g . 
479-2966 

************* 
NEW BIRD CHECK LIST: 

Our S o c i e t y ' s new B i r d Check L i s t has now been 
p r i n t e d and may be p u r c h a s e d from T r e a s u r e r E.E. B r i d g e n , 
2159 C e n t r a l Ave. Telephone 383-3577. 
A NET OF NATURALISTS: 

T h i s new b o o k l e t a l s o s e l l s a t the F r a n c i s Park 
N a t u r e House, at monthly G e n e r a l M e e t i n g s , and at 
Audubon W i l d l i f e F i l m s . F o r d e t a i l s see Page 34. 
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Telephone 383-2579 

DR. G. CLIFFORD C A R L 
410 Queen Anne Heights 

Telephone 383-8524 

Treasurer 
M R . E. E. B R I D G E N 

2159 Central Ave. 
Telephone 383-3577 

Librarian 
M R . A . R. D A V I D S O N 

2144 Brighton Avenue 
Telephone 384-9595 

of Croups 
Ornithology 

M . C. M . M A T H E S O N 
441 Victoria Avenue 
Telephone 383-7381 

Entomology 
DR. J O H N A . C H A P M A N 

962 Lovat Street 
Telephone 384-5568 

Audubon Wildlife Films 
MISS E N I D L E M O N 

1226 Roslyn Road 
Telephone 385-4676 

Nature Council 
H . D . W A L K E R 
3907 Ascot Drive 

Telephone 477-2851 
Junior Group 

F R E E M A N K I N G 
541 McKenzie Avenue 
Telephone 479-2966 

Junior Group Assistant 
MRS. K . OSBORNE 

1565 Begbie Street 
Telephone 385-8164 

Annual Dues, including Subscription: 
Single, $3.00: Family, $5.00: Junior $2.00 

Life Memberships: Single, $50.00: Husband and Wife, $75.00 


