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COVER PICTURE 
Photo by Ralph F r y e r 

MOCKINGBIRD NEST IN VICTORIA 
By Enid K. Lemon 

On J u l y 7, the w r i t e r heard the s u r p r i s i n g news that 
a mockingbird had been i n the Ten M i l e Point area since 
June 27. On f u r t h e r i n s p e c t i o n by Mr 0 F r y e r , a nest w i t h 
four blueish-green, blotched and spotted w i t h brown eggs 
was found i n a cotoneaster bush, 

I spent many hours observing the behaviour of t h i s 
very r a r e v i s i t o r , I was f a s c i n a t e d by the b i r d e l e v a t ­
ing i t s wings and h o l d i n g them h i g h , not u n l i k e the manner 
of the k i l l d e e r , before f o l d i n g them again,. T h i s would 
happen f r e q u e n t l y as she ran a few f e e t i n her search f o r 
i n s e c t s . Some think that t h i s a c t i o n may he l p t o s t a r t l e 
unseen i n s e c t s . Presumably owing to the f a c t that a 
mate was never seen, she was q u i t e nervous and when o f f 
the nest was "bombed" by r o b i n s , v i o l e t green and barn 
swallows. 

On J u l y 25, the eggs were "candled" and of course 
found c l e a r . They were c o l l e c t e d w i t h the nest and part 
of the cotoneaster shrub, and are now i n the P r o v i n c i a l 
Museum as the f i r s t record i n B r i t i s h Columbia of the 
nest and eggs of the mockingbird. 

The nearest recorded nest of the mockingbird was at 
Didsbury, A l b e r t a . T h i s was a l s o q u i t e unusual as the 
range normally extends to the northern part of C a l i f o r n i a . 

The thanks of many should go to Mr. and Mrs. L.S, Hope, 
who were the f i r s t t o i d e n t i f y the b i r d , and to Mr 0 and 
Mrs. B. W. Fairweather on whose property the nest was 
found. They k i n d l y allowed many members of the S o c i e t y 
to observe and photograph, 
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TERMITE TAKE-OFF 

At 6:25 on the evening of September n i n t h , my w i f e , 
daughter and I were loo k i n g through the l i v i n g - r o o m 
window when we n o t i c e d dozens of winged i n s e c t s r i s i n g 
from the flowerbed. The weather was calm, overcast, and 
w i t h a h i n t of moisture i n the a i r . The b i n o c u l a r s showed 
them to be emerging from a saucer-shaped depression i n the 
s o i l . Two townees were already on the scene, p i c k i n g the 
i n s e c t s o f f the ground, or f l u t t e r i n g i n t o the a i r to 
take one on the wing. F i v e white-crowned sparrows j o i n e d 
In the f e a s t , j w h i l e s e v e r a l house f i n c h e s performed l i k e 
f l y c a t c h e r s in, the higher shrubbery. A f l o c k of 16 q u a i l 
coming to feed as usual on the crushed oats, disregarded 
the crawling i n s e c t s . 

We walked over f o r a c l o s e r look, and n o t i c e d that 
the loose s o i l kept f a l l i n g back to b l o c k the e x i t hole,, 
u n t i l , a f t e r a pause of 20 seconds or so, one or more -
sometimes four together - would come s t r u g g l i n g upwards, 
t h e i r long and d e l i c a t e - l o o k i n g wings unharmed by t h i s 
rough treatment, Then each would walk around f o r a 
minute or two before r i s i n g i n f l i g h t . This continued 
f o r an hour. 

We f i r s t thought, that we were w i t n e s s i n g the n u p t i a l 
f l i g h t of winged ants, but the absence of any "wasp-waist" 
c o n t r a d i c t e d t h i s . Reference books were consulted, and 
we concluded that t h i s had been the emergence of the dark-
bodied, winged, r e p r o d u c t i v e i n d i v i d u a l s of the s o i l -
d w e l l i n g t e r m i t e . Before darkness f e l l , we dug i n t o the 
earth at the s i t e of the e x i t and found, j u s t below the 
s o i l , an o l d t r e e stump, from w i t h i n which they had 
emerged. 

Gordon N. Hooper. 
A ROBIN'S PLIGHT 

During the l a t t e r h a l f of May t h i s year, there was a 
widespread emergence of l a r g e b l a c k ants. 

A f r i e n d n o t i c e d a robin,apparently i n trouble,on h i s 
lawn, so he went to see what the matter was,and found the 
b i r d l y i n g on i t s side and s t r u g g l i n g w i t h something. He 
picked i t up and found i t had t r i e d to eat an ant, which, 
In defence, had impaled the r o b i n ' s tongue w i t h i t s mandi­
b l e s . To r e l e a s e the b i r d , the ant had to be taken to 
p i e c e s , as i t e i t h e r would not, or could not, l e t go. 

The r o b i n flew away, and presumably w i l l s e l e c t i t s 
prey more c a r e f u l l y i n f u t u r e . A.R.D. 

15 
BALDY JUNIOR TAKES A WIFE 

At Waterlea we o f t e n had a v i s i t from a p a i r of b a l d 
eagles who l i v e d on Prevost Island*, two m i l e s away s across 
the channel. U s u a l l y we j u s t saw one of the a d u l t s at a 
time, perched on the topmost branch of a Douglas f i r on 
the l i t t l e o f f - s h o r e i s l a n d . One day one of t h e i r o f f ­
s pring turned up, a two-year-old w i t h s t i l l a l o t of 
speckle i n h i s plumage. Young Baldy had caught a f i s h , 
a n i c e g r i l s e about a foot long, and was enjoying h i s 
meal out on a rock. Mom saw him and came down to j o i n i n 
the f e a s t . J u n i o r r e s p e c t f u l l y withdrew about ten f e e t , 
and watched w h i l e Mom went to work on h i s salmon. But 
Mom only got a few mouthfuls before she. had to withdraw 
i n her t u r n , and l e t Pop eat h i s f i l l . We could only hope 
there was enough f o r t h r e e 0 

Some time l a t e r young Baldy turned up again, by t h i s 
time w i t h the white head and t a i l of ah a d u l t almost com­
p l e t e . He. brought w i t h him a young, s t i l l speckled g i r l ­
f r i e n d . At i n t e r v a l s a l l one sunny afternoon we watched 
them c o u r t i n g . The g i r l - f r i e n d would soar up above the 
trees and her s u i t o r would climb a f t e r her and chase her 
a l l around the sky, but never q u i t e catch her. Then she 
would perch i n the top of a t a l l f i r , and he would show 
o f f h i s f l y i n g s k i l l , d i v i n g and swooping and soaring a l l 
around her t r e e , and then coming to s i t beside her. A 
few days l a t e r they came again, and t h i s time he landed 
on the topmost branch, w h i l e she s e t t l e d about ten f e e t 
lower down, l i k e a modest and d u t i f u l w i f e - young B a l d y 9 s 
proposal had e v i d e n t l y been accepted. From then on, they^ 
were frequent v i s i t o r s , and i t soon became c l e a r that they 
were making t h e i r home somewhere along the c l i f f s of O t t e r 
Bay. However, f o r a long time we could not f i n d any s i g n 
of a nest, u n t i l f i n a l l y f r i e n d s who l i v e d i n that d i r e c ­
t i o n reported having seen the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p l a t f o r m of 
tangled s t i c k s , i n a t r e e w e l l back i n the woods, away 
from any human h a b i t a t i o n . 

I t was remarkable that once J u n i o r was s a f e l y married, 
we never saw o l d Baldy or h i s w i f e again. The parents 
had e v i d e n t l y conceded that the- l i t t l e i s l a n d ' s f i s h i n g 
and perching r i g h t s now belonged to t h e i r son and h i s 
b r i d e . 

Hugh Grayson-Smith. 
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CAPE FLATTERY 
Last September (1966) my w i f e and I set out to see 

Cape F l a t t e r y . We had v i s i t e d v a r i o u s p a r t s of the Olympic 
Peninsula before but had never seen t h i s northwestern t i p 
of the s t a t e of Washington, I f was a calm cloudy day w i t h 
o c c a s i o n a l showers of r a i n when we boarded the MV Coho 
f o r Port Angeles. We d i d not see many b i r d s on the cross­
ing but had an e x c e l l e n t view of a larg e school of por­
poises which seemed t o appear from underneath the s h i p . 
There were at l e a s t one hundred animals i n the school and 
they put on q u i t e an e x h i b i t i o n of lea p i n g and d i v i n g . 

From Port Angeles we drove along the s h o r e l i n e of Juan 
de Fuca S t r a i t to Neah Bay, keeping our eyes open f o r 
b i r d s . I was,surprised to f i n d that most of the g u l l s 
were C a l i f o r n i a . There were a few western,, h e r r i n g and 
Heermann's g u l l s but most were C a l i f o r n i a . 

Cape F l a t t e r y and the v i l l a g e of Neah Bay are on the 
Makah Indian Reservation. There are some white business 
men but many businesses„ i n c l u d i n g the Thunderbird Motel 
where we stayed, are operated by Indians. A paved road 
runs from Neah Bay to the Makah A i r f o r c e Base on the south 
side of the Cape (about four m i l e s ) and there i s a good 
g r a v e l road f o r a f u r t h e r three m i l e s . From there the 
v i s i t o r must hike over a rough t r a i l which was muddy on 
the day we went. I t leads through b i g trees and a t h i c k 
growth of s a l a l and other shrubs t o a lookout on the 
point of the Cape. 

Cape F l a t t e r y i s a rocky promontory perhaps 100 feet 
high and batt e r e d by wind and waves from the open P a c i f i c . 
The v e g e t a t i o n has been shaped by the wind and the waves 
have carved huge caverns i n the rock at s h o r e l i n e . From 
the lookout, Tatoosh I s l a n d w i t h i t s l i g h t h o u s e , co'ast 
guard and weather s t a t i o n i s a few hundred yards across 
the water. I t i s a w i l d , windy and rugged spot. 

Walking through the f o r e s t , I heard s e v e r a l f l o c k s of 
red c r o s s b i l l s but d i d not see them prop e r l y u n t i l the 
next day when we saw se v e r a l f l o c k s near the seashore. 
Near the Makah A i r f o r c e Base, the Waatch Riv e r provides 
muddy, marshy banks where we saw some hundreds of shore 
b i r d s , i n c l u d i n g dowitchers, feeding. 

We a l s o drove to Hurricane Ridge above Port Angeles. 
A paved highway climbs to f i v e thousand f e e t . The weather 
was not c l e a r , and, above three thousand f e e t , we were 
u s u a l l y i n the clouds. We caught glimpses of the mountains 
but could see nothing of the s t r a i t below us. 
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We saw se v e r a l marmots, w h i l e a doe and two fawns 
browsed unconcerned j u s t a few feet from the path where 
we walked. There were few b i r d s , but we saw juncos, p i p i t s , 
f l i c k e r s . , Savannah sparrows, golden-crowned k i n g l e t s , red-
breasted sapsucker and, i n the d i s t a n c e , chickadees. I 
didn't get c l o s e enough to see i f they were of the mountain 
v a r i e t y . 

On the r e t u r n f e r r y t r i p t o V i c t o r i a , a f l i g h t of 
phalarope a l i g h t e d on the water i n the middle of the s t r a i t . 

A. Douglas T u r n b u l l 

THE IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER 
GOOD NEWS FROM TEXAS - The i v o r y - b i l l e d woodpecker has 
been found a l i v e and w e l l according to John V, Dennis 
s a i d t o be America's l e a d i n g expert on woodpeckers. 

The l a s t confirmed s i g h t i n g of i v o r y - b i l l e d woodpeckers 
was one b i r d on the C h i k o l a R i v e r i n F l o r i d a i n 1950. 
Since that time, experts have i n s i s t e d that the b i r d was 
e x t i n c t . In L o u i s i a n a , i n 1964, Dr.Lowery, State O r n i t h ­
o l o g i s t , f l a t l y s a i d that we had no hope of seeing t h i s 
b i r d because i t was e x t i n c t . 

In recent years, r e p o r t s of s i g h t i n g s were made and 
dismissed by a u t h o r i t i e s . Then Secretary of State,Stewart 
L. U d a l l contracted w i t h Mr. Dennis t o search out any 
p o s s i b i l i t y of the b i r d ' s s u r v i v a l . Three p a i r were found 
i n the Neches R i v e r V a l l e y i n the B i g T h i c k e t County of 
Eastern Texas where the b i r d s have apparently adapted t o a 
d i f f e r e n t h a b i t a t and v a r i e t y of food. I t i s estimated that 
there may be at l e a s t ten p a i r s according to the r e p o r t s 
that s t i m u l a t e d Mr. Dennis' search. 

This report o r i g i n a t e d from Washington and was pub­
l i s h e d i n the New York Times and the San F r a n c i s c o Chron­
i c l e of August 30, 1967. 

D.B. S p a r l i n g . 

•k' * it it * 

JUNIORS On page 23, you w i l l f i n d a piece on Thomas 
N u t t a l l . Crowded out was mention of some of the 

western b i r d s that bear h i s name. Among these are -
N u t t a l l 8 s woodpecker, Dryobates n u t t a l l i - N u t t a l l ' s 
sparrow, Z o n o t r i c h i a leucophrys n u t t a l l i - O l i v e - s i d e d 
f l y c a t c h e r , N u t t a l l o r n i s mesoleucus. 
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JUNIOR JOTTINGS 

Now that the f o r e s t closure i s o f f , the J u n i o r s are 
meeting r e g u l a r l y again. Many thanks t o Bob F l e i s c h e r , 
the Nature House attendant, who worked so w e l l during the 
f i r e i n Thomas S. F r a n c i s Park. 

Nature Camp, 1967, was h e l d at Goldstream Park. Two 
J u n i o r s , Sheilagh Watts and Genevieve S i n g l e t o n reported 
on i t i n the September issue of The V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t . 

The auditorium at the Nature House i s being put up by 
the Independent Order of F o r e s t e r s . The money f o r i t that 
was o r i g i n a l l y c o l l e c t e d from So c i e t y members w i l l not be 
wasted. I t w i l l be used f o r f u r n i s h i n g s . In f a c t , the 
c h a i r s are ordered a l r e a d y . 

At the September 12 General Meeting of the S o c i e t y , 
Miss Nancy Chapman was introduced and congratulated on 
winning the Freeman King S c h o l a r s h i p . Miss Judy Cameron 
was a l s o introduced and congratulated as winner of the 
V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y S c h o l a r s h i p . 

Dave Grey, winner of the Freeman King s c h o l a r s h i p i n 
1966, was a l s o present and recognized at the meeting. 

But when those c h a i r s come f o r the auditorium, l e t ' s 
not s i t around t a k i n g i t easy. For there i s always p l e n t y 
to do, and ple n t y t o l e a r n about our wonderful world of 
Nature! 

Freeman King. 
SALMON, THE LIVING RESOURCE: In November, w i t h the f i s h 
spawning i n Goldstream, thousands of V i c t o r i a n s are l i k e l y 
to be salmon-conscious. Many might be i n t e r e s t e d i n a 24-
page, i l l u s t r a t e d - i n - c o l o u r book, Salmon, the L i v i n g  
Resource. This can be obtained by sending 25c to Salmon 
Book, Room 400, 100 West Pender, Vancouver 3, B.'C. I t s 
centre page, e a s i l y detached, i s a map of B r i t i s h Columbia 
that shows the major spawning areas ( r i v e r s and lakes) of 
the P a c i f i c salmon. A l s o shown are fishways, s l i d e r e ­
movals, h a t c h e r i e s and f i e l d s t a t i o n s . I t might be a 
gamble, but 100 copies, purchased f o r s a l e along w i t h the 
usual doughnuts and coff e e might s e l l very w e l l . Even i f 
only a small percentage of the buyers learned a few f a c t s , 
there i s always the chance that one b r i g h t young b r a i n 
might be d i r e c t e d towards t h i s important area of knowledge. 
Th i s a p p l i e s e q u a l l y to the thousands of spectators who 
w i l l l i k e l y go to watch the Adams Rive r run. 

E d i t o r . 
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CONSERVATION AND OTHERWISE 
These days conservation i s a popular s u b j e c t . Most of 

us are g r a d u a l l y r e a l i z i n g that the world i s r a p i d l y be­
coming over populated, and that n a t u r a l l i f e must be pro­
t e c t e d , or we w i l l s u f f e r . 

At the s t a r t of the century, the burning of f o r e s t s , 
the t r a f f i c and k i l l i n g of mammals and b i r d s by the m i l l i o n 
was commonplace. 

However, i n 1903, a State game warden system was 
s t a r t e d i n the United S t a t e s . This was sponsored by 
Thomas G i l b e r t Pearson, who, i n 1905, formed the N a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n of Audubon S o c i e t i e s , l a t e r known as the 
N a t i o n a l Audubon S o c i e t y . So the f i g h t against u n l i m i t e d 
slaughter s t a r t e d . F i v e years l a t e r , the Audubon and 
other n a t u r a l h i s t o r y s o c i e t i e s , now u n i f i e d and powerful, 
were able to get l e g i s l a t i o n passed t o stop the k i l l i n g of 
b i r d s f o r t h e i r f e a t h e r s , and a l s o the im p o r t a t i o n of b i r d 
plumages, 

U n t i l h i s death i n 1943, G i l b e r t Pearson, w i t h the help 
of the Audubon S o c i e t y , continued h i s conservation a c t i v i ­
t i e s . In 1916, a t r e a t y was signed between Canada and the 
United States to pr o t e c t migratory b i r d s , thus p u t t i n g the 
governments of these c o u n t r i e s i n c o n t r o l . Game depart­
ments were created. In 1922, an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee 
f o r B i r d p r e s e r v a t i o n was formed i n England. G i l b e r t 
Pearson was i t s f i r s t chairman. This committee had a Pan-
American s e c t i o n . 

In the same year, 1922, the game department of B r i t i s h 
Columbia pai d bounty on the k i l l i n g of 17,625 owls and 
7,095 eagles. In 1923, they were down to 172 owls and 20 
eagles. In 1937, under the heading of "vermin destroyed", 
the game wardens got 89 eagles, 515 hawks and 239 owls. 
(Figures from the 1937 re p o r t of the B r i t i s h Columbia Game 
Commission.) 

In the sp r i n g of 1959, l e g i s l a t i o n p r o t e c t i n g a l l b i r d 
predators was passed i n B r i t i s h Columbia, a law i n which 
our S o c i e t y took a Hand. 

A, R„ Davidson. 
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FALL MIGRATIONS 
The f o l l o w i n g i s the r e s u l t of s t u d i e s at Kleena 

Kleene. I t could be expected to apply elsewhere a l s o . 
Species of passerines tending to be mare or l e s s gre­

garious s t a r t f l o c k i n g some days or weeks before t h e i r 
a c t u a l southward movement so that by the time they s t a r t 
on t h e i r journey the f l o c k may be q u i t e l a r g e . Now and 
then one or two b i r d s f i n d themselves l e f t behind through 
what might be described as c a r e l e s s n e s s . But a f l o c k that 
i s feeding as i t t r a v e l s may p i c k up one or two s t r a y b i r d s 
as i t goes along. 

I t i s q u i t e common f o r two species of warblers to 
t r a v e l together, but what some people overlook i s that 
" s t r a y b i r d s " do not always t r a v e l w i t h species of t h e i r 
own f a m i l y . They may be seen t r a v e l l i n g w i t h other q u i t e 
d i s p a r a t e species:-

chipping sparrows w i t h three species of f l y ­
catcher and a warbling v i r e o . 
song sparrows w i t h fox sparrows and a couple 
of Tennessee warblers. 
black-capped chicadees w i t h two immature Oregon 
juncos and two Townsend wa r b l e r s . 
Oregon juncos w i t h ruby-crowned k i n g l e t s . 
Oregon juncos w i t h Audubon and orange-crowned 
warblers. 

Adrian P a u l , 

(This piece was r e c e i v e d i n s p r i n g , 1967, so f a l l dates 
given are obviously not f o r t h i s year. E d i t o r ) 

MUSHROOMS.MOLDS, AND MIRACLES: With the fungus season 
r a p i d l y approaching, members might l i k e to be reminded 
that Mrs. Lucy Kefaver 9s"Mushrooms, Molds, and M i r a c l e s " 
i s now out as an u n i l l u s t r a t e d , but unabridged Signet 
pocketbook. 

I t was a v a i l a b l e i n V i c t o r i a e a r l i e r t h i s year. I t 
might be worth phoning the v a r i o u s book sto r e s to see 
which c u r r e n t l y has i t In stock. 

At l e s s than $1.00 i t makes a cheap but l a s t i n g g i f t 
f o r the r i g h t k i n d of r e c i p i e n t . 

August 9: 

Sept. 1: 

Sept. 1: 

Sept. 8: 
Sept. 9: 

ARTHUR LIONEL MEUGENS 
1881-1967 

A year or two i a f t e r I came to the Museum i n 
l a t e 1940 a l o c a l n a t u r a l i s t Mr. A. L. Meugens 
came i n to make himself acquainted. At that time 
Mr, Meugens was operating a photographic s t u d i o i n 
V i c t o r i a but as a hobby he was g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d 
i n n a t u r a l h i s t o r y p a r t i c u l a r l y " t h e n e s t i n g h a b i t s 
of b i r d s . 

A f t e r numbers of d i s c u s s i o n s he,suggested 
that the time was r i p e f o r the formation of a 
n a t u r a l h i s t o r y s o c i e t y . Together we drew up a 
l i s t of persons whom we thought would be i n t e r e s t e d 
c a l l e d a meeting and had the s a t i s f a c t i o n of seeing 
t h i s S o c i e t y launched. This was i n March 1944. 

Mr. Meugens agreed to act as e d i t o r of a 
proposed monthly b u l l e t i n . The f i r s t number which 
he designed and produced was published i n A p r i l of 
that year and i t has continued u n i n t e r r u p t e d more 
or l e s s i n i t s o r i g i n a l format s i n c e that time. 

The next year he took on the a d d i t i o n a l task 
of Treasurer of the S o c i e t y and c a r r i e d the t r e a ­
surer's post u n t i l 1948, i n the meantime w r i t i n g 
numerous a r t i c l e s f o r the b u l l e t i n . He continued 
an a c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n the S o c i e t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
the b i r d group, u n t i l h i s move to the mainland 
some years l a t e r 0 

At the May meeting i n 1965, the T w e n t y - f i r s t 
Birthday of the S o c i e t y , Mr. Meugen's r o l e as 
founder was p u b l i c l y recognized when he was made 
an Honourary L i f e Member, 

We are a l l saddened by h i s death on J u l y 27 
of t h i s year. 

G, C. C a r l , 
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BIRDS FOR THE RECORD 

by Gordon and Gwennie Hooper (477-1152, evenings) 
S o l i t a r y sandpiper s l ) - Colwood area - August 24-31 -

John Palmer 
Caspian t e r n (2) - Hollywood Crescent - August 26 -

Mrs. M.H. Matheson and Ralph Fryer 
( f i r s t record f o r V i c t o r i a ) 

S t e l l e r ' s j ay - c i t y area - from August 26 -
( l a r g e s t i n f l u x s i n c e f a l l of 1960) 

Black-throated gray warbler (2) = near Duke Road -
Western tanager (2) - September 9 -

A.R. and E l i n o r e Davidson 
F a l l m i g r a t i o n to September 10; 
Red-necked grebe, horned grebe, scaup, shoveller,widgeon| 
dowitcher (15, Sept.9); northern phalarope; Brandt's 
cormorant. (2,000 i n l i n e ) ; p a r a s i t i c jaeger (2, Oak Bay 
G o l f Course, Sept.8) -

X.R. Davidson 

W H E A T 
I f you w i l l look at a g r a i n of wheat you w i l l see that 

i t seems f o l d e d up; i t has crossed i t s arms and r o l l e d i t ­
s e l f up i n a cloak, a f o l d of which forms a groove,and so 
gone to sleep. I f you look at i t some time, as people i n 
the o l d enchanted days used to look i n t o a m i r r o r , or the 
magic i n k , u n t i l they saw l i v i n g f i g u r e s t h e r e i n , you can 
almost t r a c e a m i n i a t u r e human being i n the oval of g r a i n . 
I t i s narrow at the top, where the head would be, and 
broad across the shoulders, and narrow again down towards 
the f e e t ; a t i n y man or woman has wrapped i t s e l f round 
about w i t h a garment and s e t t l e d to slumber. Up i n the 
f a r n o r t h , where the dead i c e r e i g n s , our a r c t i c e x p l o r e r s 
used to r o l l themselves i n a sleeping-bag l i k e t h i s , t o 
keep the warmth i n t h e i r bodies against the c h i l l i n e s s of 
the n i g h t . Down i n the south,'where the heated sands of 
Egypt never c o o l , there i n the rock-hewn tombs l i e the 
muinmies wrapped and lapped and wound about w i t h a hundred 
yards of l i n e n , i n the hope,it may be,that spices and balm 
might r e t a i n w i t h i n the sarcophagus some small fragment of 
human organism through endless ages, t i l l at l a s t the g i f t 
of l i f e r e v i s i t e d i t . L i k e a g r a i n of wheat the mummy i s 
f o l d e d i n i t s c l o t h . Richard J e f f e r i e s , 

E n g l i s h naturalist,1848-1887 
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THOMAS NUTTALL (1786-1859) 

Of the thousands who know the beauty of B r i t i s h Colum­
b i a ' s f l o r a l emblem, the P a c i f i c dogwood, few would recog­
n i s e i t by i t s s p e c i f i c name, Cornus N u t t a l l i i . Fewer 
s t i l l would know much of the tough Lancashire character 
i n whose honour i t was named. 

Thomas N u t t a l l , son of a p r i n t e r i n Blackburn, was 
apprenticed to that trade. F a i l i n g to f i n d a niche i n 
London, he emigrated to P h i l a d e l p h i a at the age of 21, 
and, under the i n f l u e n c e of Professor Benjamin S. Barton, 
devoted h i s l i f e to the study of botany. In 1809=11, he 
accompanied the S c o t t i s h n a t u r a l i s t , John Bradbury, on an 
e x p e d i t i o n from S t . L o u i s , across the Kansas and P l a t t e 
r i v e r s , and up the M i s s o u r i , during which he was captured 
by Indians and endured great hardships. A f t e r a v i s i t t o 
England during the war of 1812, he published The Genera of  
North American P l a n t s i n 1818. In October, 1818, he l e f t 
f o r the Arkansas t e r r i t o r y and, i n s i x months covered over 
5,000 miles of unexplored Indian t e r r i t o r y , f e l l i l l , was 
robbed and n e a r l y d i e d of t h i r s t . In 1821, he published 
Journey i n t o the I n t e r i o r of Arkansa= 

From 1822-33, he was curator of the B o t a n i c a l Garden 
at Harvard U n i v e r s i t y , and was honoured by John Torrey who, 
i n 1824, dedicated to him the F l o r a of Northern & Middle  
S t a t e s , and named f o r him a Rosaceae genus s N u t t a l l i a , 

He was on Capt. Wyeth's e x p e d i t i o n to the f a r west, 
reaching F o r t Vancouver i n 1834. There he recognised - as 
David Douglas had f a i l e d to do - that the P a c i f i c dogwood 
was a separate species. H i s d e s c r i p t i o n i s too long to 
quote here, but he notes that the b e r r i e s provide food 
f o r the b a n d - t a i l e d pigeon; hence Audubon, i n h i s Orni­
th o l o g i c a l . Biography was the f i r s t to p u b l i s h a d e s c r i p ­
t i o n of "a superb species of dogwood, discovered by our 
learned f r i e n d , Thomas N u t t a l l •».- which I have graced w i t h 
h i s name." 

N u t t a l l was a single-minded e n t h u s i a s t , undergoing 
i n c r e d i b l e hardships, and earning the t i t l e of "Le Fou." 
In an age of keen competition and deadly r i v a l r y , he seems 
to have made many f r i e n d s and few enemies, although S i r 
W i l l i a m Hooker does r e f e r to him as "a queer f e l l o w " . 

In 1842, he i n h e r i t e d a small e s t a t e i n Lancashire 
where he spent the remaining 17 years i n r e t i r e m e n t . 

N, T. P o r t e r . 
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MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS 

EXECUTIVE MEETINGS 
Tuesday, Oct. 3. 
AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMS 

8 p.m. Dr. C a r l ' s o f f i c e 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 

& Saturday 
October 6 and 7. 

GENERAL MEETING: 
Tuesday, Oct.10. 

Charles T. Hotchkiss presents 
""Wilderness T r a i l s " at 8 p.m. at 
Oak Bay J u n i o r Secondary School, 
"The B.C. Nature C o u n c i l " by 
speaker Mrs, Gladys Soulsby, and 
s l i d e s "The Face of B.C." and taped 
t a l k by R. Y. Edwards. Questions 
i n v i t e d . Douglas Bldg. C a f e t e r i a 
at 8 p.m. 

NATURE COUNCIL ACTIVITIES: 
Saturday & Sun. Oct.21 & 22. 

On the Saturday, meetings wi 
F r a n c i s Park. Meeting s t a r t s 9 
provided f o r delegates and out o 
a no-host dinner at the Dominion 
be Mr. J . G i l b e r t , and h i s t o p i c 
the Sea," Everyone i s welcome, 
at the General Meeting, or phone 
before October 15, i f you plan t 

On Sunday, October 22, there 
F o r t Rodd and Esquimalt Lagoon. 
Lot, Douglas and H i l l s i d e at 9:3 
10 a.m. Br i n g Lunch. 

11 be at the Thomas S, 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Lunch i s 
f town v i s i t o r s . At 7p,m 
H o t e l . The speaker w i l l 
w i l l be " P o l l u t i o n of 
Sign your name on l i s t 
Mr.Freeman King (479-2966) 
o attend. 
w i l l be a F i e l d T r i p t o 
Meet at Monterey Parking 
i a.m. or at Fort Rodd at 

BIRD MEETING 
October 24. 
BIRD OUTING 
October 28, 

P r o v i n c i a l Museum, 8 p.m. 
"Record Keeping" by G,Allen Poynter 
Meet at Monterey Parking L o t , 
Douglas & H i l l s i d e at 9:30 a.m.or 
at Bazan Bay, Sidney, at 10 a.m. 
Bri n g lunch. 
Leader: M. C. Matheson, 

JUNIOR GROUP: Meet every Saturday at Monterey 
Parking L o t , Douglas & H i l l s i d e , at 1:30 p.m. f o r 
F i e l d T r i p s . Leader: Mr. Freeman King 479-2966. 

NOTE that the Nature C o u n c i l A c t i v i t i e s are a week a f t e r 
the date given i n the September issue of the magazine. 
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