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T h i s i s s u e ' s c o v e r p i c t u r e i s M o r c h e l l a a n g u s t i c e p s , 
a m o r e l mushroom, f u r t h e r e x c e l l e n t l y d e s c r i b e d and i l l ­
u s t r a t e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e , c o u r t e s y o f Dr.. Adam 
S z c z a w i n s k i o f t h e P r o v i n c i a l Museum, 

TRUE MOREL VERSUS FALSE MOREL 
By Adam F. S z c z a w i n s k i 

The group o f f u n g i , c o m p r i s i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 80,000 
t o 100,000 known and unknown s p e c i e s , shows an amazing 
v a r i e t y o f form, from m i c r o s c o p i c u n i c e l l u l a r y e a s t s t o 
g i a n t p u f f b a l l s . Some o f t h e s p e c i e s a r e so p r e v a l e n t 
and abundant t h a t they must be c o n s i d e r e d one o f t h e most 
s u c c e s s f u l forms o f l i f e . Mushrooms, t h e e d i b l e r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s o f t h i s group, u s u a l l y draw t h e most a t t e n t i o n , 
and i n r e c e n t y e a r s , more and more p e o p l e have become i n ­
t e r e s t e d , even e n t h u s i a s t i c , a b out them. T h i s "mushroom-
o p h o b i a " o r "mycophobia" s t a r t s u s u a l l y i n e a r l y s p r i n g 
a t t h e t i m e when t h e M o r e l makes i t s a p p e a r a n c e . 

M o r e l s a r e w e l l known t o many o f u s . To some they 
a r e t h e most sought a f t e r mushrooms, t o o t h e r s s t i l l 
somewhat o f a p u z z l e and by some t h e y a r e even c o n s i d e r e d 
poisonous„ No doubt t h e r e i s a c e r t a i n amount o f c o n f u ­
s i o n , e s p e c i a l l y c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r e d i b i l i t y . T h i s i s 
because some p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y b e g i n n e r s , do n o t r e a l i z e 
t h a t b e s i d e s True M o r e l s , t h e r e a r e a l s o F a l s e M o r e l s 
w h i c h o c c u r a t t h e same t i m e and f r e q u e n t l y i n t h e same 
p l a c e . 

F a l s e M o r e l s a r e c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e True M o r e l s , 
They a r e dangerous and can cause a l o t o f t r o u b l e . Un­
d o u b t e d l y , many p e o p l e e a t F a l s e M o r e l s w i t h no i l l e f f e c t . 
However, r e p o r t s o f p o i s o n i n g o c c u r e v e r y once i n a w h i l e 
and even d e a t h has been a t t r i b u t e d t o them. 

Commonly o c c u r r i n g F a l s e M o r e l , G y r o m i t r a e s c u l e n t a . 
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has engaged t h e a t t e n t i o n o f b o t h European and A m e r i c a n 
m y c o l o g i s t s who a r e s t i l l t r y i n g t o e x p l a i n i t s e f f e c t on 
the human o r g a n i s m . Numerous t h e o r i e s have been advanced, 
b u t none o f them have p r o v e d w i t h c e r t a i n t y , t h e c a u s e o f 
o c c a s i o n a l p o i s o n i n g by t h i s species„ We s t i l l do n o t 
know i f t h i s i s t h e r e s u l t o f p e r s o n a l i d i o s y n c r a s y , t h e 
o c c u r r e n c e o f c e r t a i n p o i s o n o u s s t r a i n s o f t h e mushroom 
o r t h e development o f p o i s o n o u s p r i n c i p l e s u nder c e r t a i n 
c o n d i t i o n s , w i t h age o r p a r t i a l decay o f t h e f u n g u s . The 
o c c u r r e n c e o f p o i s o n o u s p r i n c i p l e s u nder c e r t a i n c o n d i ­
t i o n s seems most l o g i c a l f o r t h e a u t h o r t o a c c e p t ; most 
l i k e l y , a l b u m i n s a r e c o n v e r t e d i n t o p o i s o n o u s s u b s t a n c e s 
by t h e a c t i o n o f b a c t e r i a o r enzymes i n v o l v e d i n t h e p r o ­
c e s s o f d e c o m p o s i t i o n . 

In s u p p o r t o f t h i s t h e o r y , a s i g n i f i c a n t c a s e can be 
q u o t e d . A f a m i l y a t e p a r t o f a c o l l e c t i o n o f F a l s e M o r e l s 
( G v r o m i t r a e s c u l e n t a ) w i t h no i l l e f f e c t , b u t when t h e y a t e 
th e r e s t o f i t n e x t day, s e v e r e p o i s o n i n g d e v e l o p e d and 
one member o f t h e f a m i l y d i e d . T h i s c a s e s u g g e s t s t h a t 
th e p o i s o n o u s p r i n c i p l e s were most l i k e l y p r o d u c e d a s a 
r e s u l t o f d e c o m p o s i t i o n , i n t h e l a p s e o f t i m e between 
th e two m e a l s . T h i s s h o r t t i m e seems t o be s u f f i c i e n t 
f o r t h e a c t i o n o f b a c t e r i a o r enzymes i n v o l v e d . Whatever 
th e r e a s o n may be, any mushroom known t o have s u c h p o t e n ­
t i a l i t i e s s h o u l d n o t be e a t e n a t any t i m e , and t h o s e who 
c o l l e c t and u t i l i z e m o r e l s as a f o o d must make s u r e t h e y 
can c o r r e c t l y s e p a r a t e True M o r e l s from F a l s e M o r e l s . 

TRUE MOREL ( M o r c h e l l a ) 
Commonly c a l l e d Sponge Mushroom. 

I d e n t i f y i n g f e a t u r e s . 

The head ( c a p ) i s t a n t o brown and p i t t e d i n c h a r ­
a c t e r i s t i c manner t h a t s u g g e s t s t h e appearance o f a honey­
comb o r t h e s u r f a c e o f t r i p e . The way t h e p i t s a r e a r ­
r a n g e d v a r i e s w i t h i n the s p e c i e s . 

When c u t i n h a l f , t h e e n t i r e mushroom, from t o p t o 
b a s e , i s h o l l o w . 
E d i b i l i t y . A l l m o r e l s a r e e d i b l e . 
S e ason. March - May. 

H a b i t a t . On t h e ground i n o l d o r c h a r d s , g a r d e n s , w a s t e 
p l a c e s , b u r n e d - o v e r a r e a s . 

10? 

GYROntTRAi FALSE MOR£L 
(GY%OW/mA €SCOl£/VTA) 

CAN POfSCNCOS 

FALSE MOREL. ( G y r o m i t r a ) 
Commonly c a l l e d B r a i n Mushroom, 

I d e n t i f y i n g f e a t u r e s . 
The head ( c a p ) i s dark r e d d i s h - b r o w n t o c h e s t n u t - r e d , 

rounded and f o l d e d i n t o many c o n v o l u t i o n s l i k e t h e l o b e s 
o f a b r a i n ( n o t p i t t e d ) , s u g g e s t i n g t h e appearance o f t h e 
b r a i n . 

When c u t i n h a l f , t h e i n s i d e i s a l m o s t s o l i d , w i t h 
a number o f t w i s t e d c a v i t i e s . I t i s q u i t e heavy i n the 
hand and b r e a k s e a s i l y i n t o p i e c e s . 
E d i b i l i t y . A dangerous mushroom. Many p e o p l e e a t i t and 
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s u f f e r no i l l e f f e c t , b u t a number o f c a s e s o f s e v e r e 
p o i s o n i n g have been r e p o r t e d . 
S e ason- A p r i l - May. 
H a b i t a t : On t h e ground i n woods, o f t e n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
mature c o n i f e r s . 

MGRCHZLLfi 7KU£ riORBL 

£D/Bl£ 

SWALLOW-TAILS 
By P h i l i p J . C r o f t 
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About t h e t i m e t h i s a r t i c l e goes t o p r e s s , t h e f i r s t 
o f t h e f a m i l i a r T i g e r S w a l l o w - t a i l s w i l l be s a i l i n g m a j e s ­
t i c a l l y i n and o u t o f s u n l i t o p e n i n g s i n t h e woods — 
P a p i l i o r u t u l u s on t h e w e s t c o a s t and i t s c o r r e s p o n d i n g and 
v e r y s i m i l a r congenor, P a p i l i o t u r n u s i n t h e e a s t e r n p a r t 
o f t h e c o n t i n e n t . I t i s one o f o u r commonest, most f a m i l ­
i a r , and y e t one o f o u r most b e a u t i f u l b u t t e r f l i e s . 

To n a t u r a l i s t s who, l i k e m y s e l f s s p e n t t h e i r boyhood 
y e a r s i n n a t u r e - c o n s c i o u s B r i t a i n , t h e name S w a l l o w - t a i l 
meant one i n s e c t and one o n l y 9 P a p i l i o machaon, c o n s i d e r e d 
i n B r i t a i n as something o f a r a r i t y and f o u n d o n l y among 
the f e n s o f C a m b r i d g e s h i r e and L i n c o l n s h i r e . T h i s c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e was d o u b t l e s s b r o u g h t about i n p a s t c e n t u r i e s as 
more and more o f the marsh l a n d s o f E n g l a n d , once v e r y 
e x t e n s i v e , were d r a i n e d f o r a g r i c u l t u r e and hog's f e n n e l , 
f o o d - p l a n t o f t h e s w a l l o w - t a i l , became an i n c r e a s i n g l y 
l o c a l i z e d h e r b . The s c h o o l b o y c o l l e c t o r c o n s i d e r e d him­
s e l f f o r t u n a t e i n d e e d i f he numbered a s w a l l o w - t a i l among 
the specimens i n h i s c i g a r - b o x c a b i n e t , e s p e c i a l l y i f he 
h i m s e l f had been t o t h e f e n s and t a k e n i t i n h i s own n e t . 
None o f my f r i e n d s e v e r a c h i e v e d t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n . 

S w a l l o w - t a i l s , so c a l l e d from t h e e x a g g e r a t e d p r o ­
l o n g a t i o n o f t h e second median n e r v u l e o f t h e h i n d w ings 
i n t o a t a i l - l i k e appendage, a r e a l a r g e and h o n o u r a b l e 
c l a n i n t h e kingdom o f b u t t e r f l i e s . The f a m i l y , P a p i l -
i o n i d a e , i s an enormous one, and numbers among i t s members 
some o f t h e w o r l d ' s most gorgeous and s p e c t a c u l a r b u t t e r ­
f l i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e g r e a t b i r d - w i n g s o f M a l a y s i a and I n ­
d o n e s i a . The genus P a p i l i o , d e s i g n a t i n g t h e t r u e - b l u e 
s w a l l o w - t a i l s , i s a l s o l a r g e and w o r l d - w i d e and i n c l u d e s 
many l a r g e and b e a u t i f u l i n s e c t s . 

Canada has s e v e n , o r p o s s i b l y e i g h t , s p e c i e s o f s w a l ­
l o w - t a i l b u t t e r f l i e s , d i s t r i b u t e d more o r l e s s u n i f o r m l y 
a c r o s s the con tinent„ Here, on t h e wes t c o a s t , two a r e 
common, th e W e s t e rn T i g e r S w a l l o w — t a i l ( P , r u t u l u s ) o f t h e 
c o a s t a l woods, and t h e M o u n t a i n S w a l l o w - t a i l ( P . z e l i c a o n ) 
o f t h e u p l a n d s l o p e s and a l p i n e meadows. Two o t h e r , r a t h ­
e r dark forms, P. b a i r d i and P, indra» a r e much more s c a r c e 
and t h e r e i s a f u r t h e r n o r t h e r n form, P. a l i a s , k i a f w h i c h 
some w r i t e r s b e l i e v e t o be a r a c i a l v a r i a t i o n o f P nmachaon, 
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"The" s w a l l o w - t a i l o f B r i t a i n and n o r t h e r n E u r o p e . 

I n e a s t e r n Canada, l i k e w i s e two s p e c i e s o f s w a l l o w ­
t a i l s a r e common, th e E a s t e r n T i g e r S w a 1 l o w - t a i l , P . t u r n u s , 
and B l a c k S w a l l o w - t a i l , P. a s t e r i a s ( P o l y x e n e s ) . A some­
what r a r e r form, t h e S h o r t - t a i l e d S w a l l o w - t a i l , P . b r e v i c -
auda, i s f o u n d i n Newfoundland, L a b r a d o r and Cape B r e t o n 
I s l a n d . Some y e a r s ago, w h i l e v i s i t i n g w i t h r e l a t i v e s i n 
H a m i l t o n , O n t a r i o , I was s u r p r i s e d and d e l i g h t e d t o ob­
s e r v e a number o f specimens o f P a p i l i o p h l l e n o r , t h e mag­
n i f i c e n t i r i d e s c e n t g r e e n P i p e v i n e S w a l l o w - t a i l v i s i t i n g 
my m o t h e r - i n - l a w ' s f l o w e r g a r d e n , and l a t e r i n t h e y e a r 
a number o f t h e g r e a t b l a c k c a t e r p i l l a r s o f t h i s s p e c i e s 
c o u l d be seen f e e d i n g upon Dutchman's p i p e v i n e w h i c h 
t r a i l e d o v e r t h e f e n c e b e s i d e t h e p r o p e r t y . I was n e v e r 
a b l e t o d e t e r m i n e whether t h i s f i n e i n s e c t had e s t a b l i s h e d 
i t s e l f i n t h e a r e a , o r s u r v i v e d even a s i n g l e C a n a d i a n 
w i n t e r i n any s t a g e o f i t s development. I t must c e r t a i n l y 
have been a t t h e v e r y n o r t h e r n m o s t l i m i t o f i t s r a n g e , 
f o r i t i s an i n s e c t o f t h e deep s o u t h . 

There has been a r e c e n t t e n d e n c y among w r i t e r s t o 
name th e E a s t e r n T i g e r S w a l l o w - t a i l P a p i l i o g l a u c u s , 
r a t h e r t h a n t h e o r i g i n a l name t u r n u s , bestowed by L i n n a e u s . 
T h i s seems to me a g r e a t m i s t a k e , o n l y s e r v i n g t o add c o n ­
f u s i o n t o t h e d i f f i c u l t t a s k o f b i o l o g i c a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 
G l a u c u s , a L a t i n word meaning " s o o t y g r e y " r e f e r s o n l y t o 
t h e f e m a l e o f one r a c e o f t h i s s p e c i e s w h i c h i s s o o t y g r e y 
i n c o l o u r , t h e male b e a r i n g n o r m a l y e l l o w and b l a c k mark­
i n g s . As t h i s g l a u c u s f e m a l e i s n o t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 
t h e s p e c i e s as a whole, (and i s n e v e r found i n Canada) t h e 
a c t o f naming the whole s p e c i e s from t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
o f t h i s s p e c i a l f e m a l e t y p e seems t o a C a n a d i a n n a t u r a l i s t 
t o be p o i n t l e s s t o t h e degree o f f o l l y . However, t h e d i s ­
t i n c t i o n s between n a t u r a l s p e c i e s a r e n o t n e a r l y as c l e a r -
c u t as was once supposed; t h e s y s t e m a t i s t s have a d i f f i ­
c u l t j o b t o do, and we s h o u l d p e r h a p s n o t c r i t i c i z e t h e i r 
e f f o r t s t o o h a r s h l y . 

In t h e meantime, the f l a s h i n g , b r i l l i a n t w i ngs r e t u r n 
each s p r i n g t o f i l l w i t h wonder and d e l i g h t t h e h e a r t s o f 
t h o s e who t r y t o know and u n d e r s t a n d t h e complex ways o f 
n a t u r e . 
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F o l l o w i n g i s t h e s i x t h (and l a s t f o r t h i s s e a s o n ) i n 

a s e r i e s o f a r t i c l e s d e s c r i b i n g e x o t i c c o n i f e r s i n V i c t o r i a , 

AIRY LARCHES OF NORTHERN FORESTS 
By D a v i d S t i r l i n g 

L a r c h e s a r e t r e e s o f h i g h m o u n t a i n s and c o l d n o r t h e r n 
l a n d s . One s p e c i e s o c c u r s t o l a t i t u d e 72 degrees n o r t h , 
i n S i b e r i a , w e l l beyond t h e A r c t i c c i r c l e . 

T h ree s p e c i e s a r e n a t i v e t o Canada; E a s t e r n l a r c h , 
L a r i x l a r i c i n a , grows w i t h b l a c k s p r u c e i n t h e v a s t muskegs 
f r o m Newfoundland to t h e n o r t h e r n R o c k i e s ; t a l l W e s t e r n 
l a r c h , L__ o c c i d e n t a l i s m o c c u r s i n t h e m o u n t a i n s o f B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a ' s s o u t h e r n i n t e r i o r ; w h i l e L y a l l ' s l a r c h , L. 
l y a l l i i , i s f o u n d i n Canada o n l y on t h e s o u t h e r n R o c k i e s , 
and i n Manning P a r k , i n t h e Cascade Range. Good s t a n d s 
o f l y a l l i i may be seen w i t h i n easy w a l k i n g d i s t a n c e o f t h e 
l o o k o u t r o a d on B l a c k w a l l M o u n t a i n i n t h e park. 

L a r c h e s a r e s c a r c e i n V i c t o r i a , p o s s i b l y b e c a u s e 
t h e s e t r e e s r e q u i r e a c l i m a t e w i t h a d e f i n i t e c o l d s e a s o n ; 
o n l y European l a r c h , L_ d e c i d u a , seems t o t h r i v e i n m i l d , 
m o i s t c o n d i t i o n s . Three t r e e s o f t h i s s p e c i e s can be seen 
i n Beacon H i l l Park a t t h e j u n c t i o n o f D a l l a s Road and 
L o v e r ' s Lane. 

L a r c h e s a r e s e p a r a t e d from o t h e r c o n i f e r s by r e a s o n 
o f t h e i r d e c i d u o u s n e e d l e s w h i c h a r e b orne on s h o r t s p u r s . 
The n e e d l e s t u r n y e l l o w i n autumn, g i v i n g l a r c h f o r e s t s a 
most p l e a s i n g a p p e a r a n c e . 

F o r q u i c k i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ; L^ d e c i d u a ; cones about 
l | " l o n g , s c a l e s n o t i n c u r v e d a t apex, 40-50 b r a c t s ; seed 
wings to t h e edge o f t h e c o n e s c a l e ; t w i g s y e l l o w i s h ; l e a v e s 
1|" l o n g . 

THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS OF THE VICTORIA NATURALIST ARE 
REQUIRED TO F I L L A SPECIAL REQUEST ORDER FROM THE UNIVER­
SITY OF ALBERTA, IF YOU CAN SPARE ANY ONE OR MORE OF THE 
LIST, PLEASE PASS THEM TO MISS ENID LEMON. 

V o l , 1 , 0 9 ; V o l . 3 , 0 2 , 3 , 5 , 6 , 7 ; V o l o 8 , 0 2 , 3 ; V o l . 1 3 , 0 8 , 9 ; 
Vol.14,01,2,3,6; V o l o 1 5 , 0 9 ; Vol,17,04,5,8,9 ; V o l . 1 8 , 0 1 . 
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THE OLD MAN OF THE SEA 

By J a c k B a r n e t t 
( c o n ' t from A p r i l ) 

G l a u c o u s - w i n g e d g u l l s , p i g e o n g u i l l e m o t s and b l a c k 
o y s t e r - c a t c h e r s were seen on I m r i e I s l a n d where we a l s o 
watched a g u l l h a r a s s i n g a g r e a t b l u e h e r on w h i l e b o t h 
f l e w o v e r h e a d . 

Heading towards B a r e > I s l a n d , we p a s s e d a r o c k on w h i c h 
some h a i r s e a l s were r e s t i n g . We t u r n e d t o g e t a c l o s e 
l o o k , b u t t h e y were too shy and d i v e d w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e 
s p l a s h i n g as we approached. A f t e r t h a t , a l l we c o u l d see 
were a few heads w a t c h i n g us from among some k e l p . 

A r r i v i n g a t B a r e I s l a n d , and s l o w l y c h u g g i n g p a s t 
t h e r o c k c l i f f s , we were i m p r e s s e d by t h e number o f b i r d s 
n e s t i n g t h e r e . G u l l s , c o r m o r a n t s and g u i l l e m o t s seemed 
to be more numerous t h a n i n p a s t y e a r s , much t o t h e bene­
f i t o f numerous n o r t h w e s t e r n crows who were w a i t i n g 
p a t i e n t l y n e a r b y t o p i c k up an egg as soon as a n e s t was 
v a c a t e d . 

Our g r e a t e s t t h r i l l however, came when two t u f f t e d 
p u f f i n s f l e w o f f t h e c l i f f , c r o s s e d t h e bow o f t h e b o a t 
w i t h r a p i d w i n g - b e a t s , c i r c l e d b a ck, and when b e h i n d t h e 
b o a t t h e y were j o i n e d by a n o t h e r b i r d . The p u f f i n s k e p t 
c i r c l i n g as t h e b o a t drew away and we f i n a l l y l o s t them 
among t h e maze o f b i r d s f l y i n g a r o u n d t h e a r e a . 

We l o o k e d up Bent's L i f e H i s t o r i e s on d i v i n g b i r d s 
and l e a r n e d t h a t p u f f i n s have v e r y r a p i d w i n g - b e a t s and 
t h a t once t h e y a r e underway, t h e i r f l i g h t i s q u i t e s t r o n g . 
However, t h e y a r e u n a b l e t o r i s e q u i c k l y o r change d i r e c ­
t i o n s u d d e n l y and t h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i s t a k e n a d v a ntage 
o f by A l e u t i a n n a t i v e s t o g e t a s u p p l y o f meat when t h e 
b i r d s a r e on t h e n e s t i n g g round. F l y i n g around i n c i r c l e s 
n e a r a b o a t a p p r o a c h i n g t h e i r n e s t i s a l s o a p u f f i n 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c , prompted by c u r i o s i t y . 

On o u r r e t u r n t r i p , we saw t h e p u f f i n s a g a i n and we 
were a b l e t o a p p r o a c h q u i t e c l o s e t o g e t a s p l e n d i d v i e w 
o f t h e i r w h i t e and y e l l o w t u f t s and b r i l l i a n t o r ange b i l l s 
s t r e a k e d w i t h w h i t e . The e x p r e s s i o n on t h e i r f a c e s i m ­
p l i e d w a r i n e s s and we wondered i f t h e y were g o i n g t o d i v e 
o r f l y . 

Bent m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e y came on a l a r g e f l o c k o f 
t h e s e b i r d s n e a r t h e A l e u t i a n s when t h e w i n d was l i g h t . 
The b i r d s were u n a b l e t o r i s e o f f t h e w a t e r and f l o p p e d 
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a r o u n d h e l p l e s s l y , b a r e l y managing t o a v o i d b e i n g r u n down. 
Only o c c a s i o n a l l y d i d t h e y have sen s e enough t o d i v e , a l ­
though they a r e v e r y s k i l l f u l d i v e r s . 

The b i r d s we watched f i n a l l y f l e w u p s no doubt h a v i n g 
enough w i n d t o l i f t them o f f t h e w a t e r . 

On o u r f i n a l r u n p a s t t h e i s l a n d , we s p o t t e d one 
p u f f i n on t h e c l i f f , a b o u t h a l f way up, p r e e n i n g h i m s e l f . 
As he b e n t h i s head t o g e t a t h i s b r e a s t f e a t h e r s , o r t u r n ­
ed t o g e t a t h i s back, h i s " t u f t s " s t o o d o u t l i k e s t r e a m e r s 
and made him l o o k l i k e a plumed p u f f i n . 

These b i r d s w i t h t h e i r heavy b o d i e s and s m a l l w ings 
have d i f f i c u l t y i n t a k i n g f l i g h t from w a t e r t o l e v e l l a n d 
i n calm weather, and so p r e f e r a c l i f f o r s t e e p h i l l s i d e 
from w h i c h t h e y can g l i d e downwards f o r a few f e e t t o g i v e 
them momentum t o g e t i n t o f u l l f l i g h t . 

As we drew a b r e a s t , t h e p r e e n i n g b i r d s p r e a d i t s wings, 
s t o o d f o r a moment o r two l i k e a p o i s e d d i v e r , t h e n , f l a p ­
p i n g i t s w ings f u r i o u s l y f o r a n o t h e r moment o r two, i t d i v e d 
and a f t e r a few f e e t r o s e i n a g e n t l e c u r v e t o g a i n a l t i t u d e . 

The t u f t e d p u f f i n i s a b i r d o f t h e open ocean and i s 
seldom seen i n p r o t e c t e d w a t e r s . I t n e s t s a l l t h e way from 
n o r t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a t o t h e P r i b i l o f f s . F o r t h e p a s t c o u p l e 
o f y e a r s , we have n o t seen them on o u r o u t i n g s t o B a r e I s ­
l a n d and t h e r e f o r e c o n s i d e r e d o u r s e l v e s f o r t u n a t e , n o t o n l y 
i n s e e i n g f o u r b i r d s , b u t a l s o i n o b t a i n i n g s u c h s p l e n d i d 
v i e w s o f them f l y i n g , swimming and s t a n d i n g on t h e c l i f f s . 

A f t e r n e s t i n g , t h e s e b i r d s move o u t t o t h e open ocean 
where t h e y a r e seen o n l y by f i s h e r m e n o r t h o s e t r a v e l l i n g 
t h e sea l a n e s o f t h e P a c i f i c . 

T h e i r c o m i c a l s o l e m n i t y o f f a c e , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e i r 
l o n g snowy l o c k s , t i n g e d w i t h y e l l o w , have s u g g e s t e d t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e name by w h i c h t h e y a r e sometimes c a l l e d " t h e 
o l d man o f t h e s e a " . 

VANCOUVER'S GAIN, VICTORIA'S LOSS 

I t was a s a d day f o r V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s o r n i t h o l o g y g r o u p , when A l a n P o y n t e r won 
a b e t t e r j o b i n V a n c o u v e r . 

F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , he l e d t h e o r n i t h o l o g y g r o u p and 
was u n d o u b t e d l y Number One b i r d man as f a r as we were c o n ­
c e r n e d . Not o n l y i s he an e x c e l l e n t b i r d e r , b u t he was 
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a l s o t h e o r i g i n o f many f i n e i d e a s and r e p o r t s . We w i l l 
m i s s him. 

Our a n n u a l b i r d c o unt w i l l n o t be t h e same w i t h o u t 
t h e d e l i g h t f u l e v e n i n g g e t - t o g e t h e r a t t h e house o f H e l e n 
and A l a n w h i l e we added up t h e day's s c o r e , h o p i n g to 
b e a t t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r ' s r e c o r d . 

We w i s h t h e P o y n t e r f a m i l y a g r e a t d e a l o f h a p p i n e s s 
i n t h e i r new home. 

*** * *** 
NOTES ON SWALLOWS 
By A d r i a n P a u l 

K l e e n a K l e e n e , B. C. 

A l l s p e c i e s o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a ' s H i r u n d i n l d a e . e x ­
c e p t t h e p u r p l e m a r t i n , may be f ound n e s t i n g i n t h e C h i l -
c o t i n . I n f a c t , i n t h e b r e e d i n g s e a s o n , I have seen as 
many as f i v e s p e c i e s s i t t i n g on a s i n g l e span o f t e l e p h o n e 
wires„ 

Tr e e s w a l l o w s and v i o l e t - g r e e n s , though somewhat a l i k e 
i n a p pearance, a r e n o t so a l i k e i n h a b i t s . On one occasion, 
when I f i r s t p u t up some b i r d h o u s e s , a t r e e s w a l l o w im­
m e d i a t e l y moved i n t o one and a v i o l e t - g r e e n i n t o a n o t h e r . 
U s u a l l y , i f you want to see t r e e s w a l l o w s n e s t i n g , you 
v i s i t woodpecker c a v i t i e s i n a s p e n s , whereas i f you want 
t o see v i o l e t - g r e e n s , you w i l l do b e t t e r t o v i s i t a r i v e r ­
s i d e c l i f f . 

A r r i v a l d a t e s o f t r e e s w a l l o w s and v i o l e t - g r e e n s a r e 
much th e same; about m i d - A p r i l , w i t h v i o l e t - g r e e n s l e a d i n g 
by a c o u p l e o f days, V i o l e t - g r e e n s s p r e a d t h e i r n e s t i n g 
o v e r s u c h a l o n g p e r i o d t h a t i t i s l i k e l y t h a t some r a i s e 
a s e c o n d b r o o d . A l t h o u g h t r e e s w a l l o w s have ample t i m e , 
t h e y seldom r a i s e a s econd b r o o d . A f t e r n e s t i n g v i o l e t -
g r e e n s form q u i t e l a r g e f l o c k s (100-200) about A u g u s t 1 s t , 
and then d i s a p p e a r . T r e e s w a l l o w s form s m a l l e r f l o c k s o f 
20 t o 30 and s t a y around u n t i l September. 
Two s p e c i e s t h a t i n g e n e r a l a r e most a l i k e a r e rough-wing 
and bank s w a l l o w s ; i n f a c t they must be s t u d i e d c l o s e l y 
t o n o t e t h e d i f f e r e n c e . Not o n l y does t h e i r f l i g h t d i f f e r 
somewhat, b u t rough-wings a r e n o t o n l y f a r l e s s p l e n t i f u l , 
b u t a l s o l e s s g r e g a r i o u s . B o t h s p e c i e s a r r i v e d r a t h e r 
l a t e . Bank s w a l l o w s a l m o s t i n v a r i a b l y n e s t i n c o l o n i e s . 
Rough-wings s t a r t and f i n i s h n e s t i n g a week o r two ahead 
o f bank s w a l l o w s . N e i t h e r s p e c i e s i s u s u a l l y seen 
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i n t h e C h i l c o t i n a f t e r t h e end o f J u l y . 

C l i f f s w a l l o w s a r r i v e l a t e and l e a v e e a r l y ; t h e y s t a y 
o n l y about t h r e e months and a r e v e r y g r e g a r i o u s . They 
n o t o n l y m i g r a t e i n f l o c k s and b u i l d n e s t s i n c l o s e l y pack­
ed c o l o n i e s , b u t f l y i n s m a l l f l o c k s t o g a t h e r mud f o r n e s t 
b u i l d i n g . I t even seems t h a t a l o t o f them s t a r t i n c u b a t ­
i n g t o g e t h e r , 

B a r n s w a l l o w s , a l t h o u g h t h e y b u i l d mud n e s t s , seem 
to have most i n common w i t h t r e e s w a l l o w s . T r e e s w a l l o w s 
a r r i v e e a r l i e r i n s p r i n g , b u t . i n t h e f a l l t h e two s p e c i e s 
may be seen f l o c k i n g t o g e t h e r . B a r n s w a l l o w s a r e more 
l i k e l y t o r a i s e a s e c o n d b r o o d t h a n t r e e s w a l l o w s , and I 
have seen b a r n s w a l l o w f l e d g l i n g s as l a t e as t h e l a s t week 
o f A u g u s t . 

V i o l e t - g r e e n s w a l l o w s , rough-wing and bank s w a l l o w s 
may a l l be f o u n d n e s t i n g on t h e same c l i f f , b u t i n g e n e r a l , 
t h e i r n e s t i n g s i t e s come about i n d i f f e r e n t ways. Bank 
s w a l l o w s a r e always i n burrows dug by t h e m s e l v e s , d u r i n g 
t h e c u r r e n t o r p a s t s e a s o n . Rough-wings sometimes use 
k i n g f i s h e r b u r r o w s , and a r e s a i d t o use h o l e s i n b r i c k 
w a l l s o r n a t u r a l c r a n n i e s i n r o c k c l i f f s . V i o l e t - g r e e n 
s w a l l o w s do n o t d i g b u r r o w s ; t h e y use b u r r o w s made by o t h e r 
b i r d s , b i r d h o u s e s and n i c h e s o r l e d g e s o f b u i l d i n g s , and 
a r e s a i d t o use woodpecker h o l e s . 

A l t h o u g h s w a l l o w s c a t c h perhaps 99 p e r c e n t o f t h e i r 
f o o d on the w i n g , I have seen f o u r s p e c i e s , a l l a t one time, 
t a k i n g i n s e c t s t h a t were c l i n g i n g t o g r a s s . The r e a s o n 
a p p e a r e d to be t h a t a v e r y s t r o n g w i n d had f o r c e d t h e i n ­
s e c t s t o l a n d , so t h e s w a l l o w s l a n d e d t o o . I once saw a 
dozen t r e e s w a l l o w s s t a n d i n g on t h e C a r i b o o Highway, ap­
p a r e n t l y p i c k i n g up i n s e c t s , a l t h o u g h t h e r e was l i t t l e o r 
no w i n d . 

PROFESSOR JEFFREE A. CUNNINGHAM HONOURED 

Members o f V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y a p p l a u d 
the g r e a t honour to be bestowed on P r o f e s s o r Cunningham, 
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S o c i e t y d u r i n g 1952-54, and c h a i r m a n o f 
i t s m a r i n e b i o l o g y group f o r many y e a r s . 

P r o f e s s o r Cunningham w i l l be t h e f i r s t t o r e c e i v e an 
Honourary D o c t o r a t e o f Law from t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f V i c t o r i a 0 

I n the words o f A r t S t o t t o f the V i c t o r i a T i mes, " I t c o u l d n ' t 
happen to a b e t t e r guy." 
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BIRDS FOR THE RECORD 

Late A p r i l and ea r l y May are peak times fo r migrant 
birds i n V i c t o r i a area. Some early a r r i v a l s already here 
ares Marsh hawk, March 29; Turkey v u l t u r e , A p r i l 2 (seen 
on Denman Island March 24 by W.J.F i t z p a t r i c k ) ; Orange 
crowned and myrtle warbler, A p r i l 5, Yellowthroat, A p r i l 
9, s o l i t a r y v i r e o , A p r i l 12, a l l seen by Tom and Gwen 
Briggs; Barn swallow and water p i p i t , A p r i l 11, seen by 
Betty Rowland and Gwen Briggs; Lincoln's sparrow, A p r i l 
9 and mountain bluebird (very rare) A p r i l 14, seen by 
Grace B e l l . 

In l a t e March and early A p r i l , the f l o c k i n g of 
thousands of seafowl i n pursuit of spawning herring i s 
one of our most outstanding w i l d l i f e spectacles. At 
th i s time, herring "ball-up" i n an attempt to escape 
f i s h that attack them from below, and bir d s that attack 
from above. At Easter, the Davidson's reported 75,000 
waterfowl and g u l l s of twelve species a t one of these 
"ball-ups", i n Buckley Bay. 

*** * *** 

THE WATCHER WHO DID NOT 
Submitted by Mrs J.I.Davies 

With best wishes fo r the speedy recovery of E d i t h Ferguson 

A l i t t l e b i r d sat on a rock, 
A l l alone, not i n a f l o c k . 
S i t t i n g there, his business minding, 
Never thought that there'd be f i n d i n g 
Him, a watcher of a b i r d . 
To him the idea was absurd. 

But suddenly, appeared a lady 
Creeping s t e a l t h i l y and shady. 
Thought she " I ' l l take a cl o s e r look 
And then I ' l l put him i n my book." 

But, alas, twas not to be 
For though she stepped so c a r e f u l l y , 
A sudden s l i p , a f a l l , a twist, 
And worst of a l l , a broken wr i s t . 
The b i r d flew o f f , not knowing he 
Had caused a woeful tradgedy. 
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A l l t h e w a t c h e r s g a t h e r e d n e a r 
F e a r i n g t h e w o r s t t h a t t h e y c o u l d f e a r . 
B u t t h e v i c t i m I r i s h l y , 
G a i l y r e f u s e d a l l sympathy. 
"Next time I wa t c h a b i r d " , s a i d she, 
" I ' l l choose one s i t t i n g i n a t r e e . " 

*r* ^ )4f *fc -t* 

AQUATIC ENTOMOLOGY 
By M. D. A t k i n s 
Canada F o r e s t r y 

Many w o r k e r s have s u g g e s t e d t h a t i n s e c t s a r o s e from 
an a q u a t i c a n c e s t o r , p r o b a b l y as f a r back as t h e S i l u r i a n 
e r a 390 m i l l i o n y e a r s ago. However, a q u a t i c i n s e c t s t h a t 
i n h a b i t t h e e a r t h t o d a y a r e n o t d i r e c t d e s c e n d a n t s o f t h a t 
h y p o t h e t i c a l a n c e s t o r . W i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f C o l l e m b o l a , 
a l l a q u a t i c i n s e c t s have a t r a c h e a l system i n some degree 
o f development, and a l m o s t a l l known a q u a t i c i n s e c t s 
b r e a t h e a t m o s p h e r i c a i r i n some s t a g e o f t h e i r l i f e h i s t o r y . 
T h i s t e l l s us t h a t t h e s e forms a r e members o f once t e r r e s ­
t r i a l g roups t h a t have r e t u r n e d t o t h e w a t e r . 

Among t h e o l d e s t o f a q u a t i c i n s e c t s a r e M a y f l i e s 
w h i c h d e r i v e t h e i r o r d i n a l name Ephemeroptera from t h e 
f a c t t h a t a d u l t s u s u a l l y l i v e f o r o n l y a day. These 
a d u l t s a r e weak f l i e r s and bec a u s e o f t h e i r f l u t e d , f a n ­
l i k e w i ngs appear t o dance up and down as th e y f l y . Con­
s e q u e n t l y , they o f t e n swarm i n a r e a s p r o t e c t e d from w i n d . 

Mature a d u l t s a r e smooth and s h i n e y and e x t r e m e l y de­
l i c a t e . When c o l l e c t e d , t h e y must be h a n d l e d w i t h g r e a t 
c a r e t o a v o i d damaging t h e i r w i ngs and l o n g " t a i l s " . They 
a r e d i f f i c u l t t o p i n and s h o u l d be p r e s e r v e d i n a l c o h o l , 
where, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , they l o s e t h e i r b e a u t y . 

W h i l e t h e a d u l t s t a k e no f o o d , t h e nymphs a r e among 
the b r o w s e r s and g r a z e r s o f t h e a q u a t i c e cosystem, f e e d ­
i n g e n t i r e l y on p l a n t t i s s u e . They b r e a t h e by means o f 
from f o u r t o seven p a i r s o f a r t i c u l a t e g i l l s l o c a t e d on 
the s i d e s o f t h e abdomen. L i k e t h e a d u l t s , nymphs have 
two o r t h r e e l o n g c a u d a l f i l a m e n t s . I n some s p e c i e s , t h e 
t i n y l a r v a e o f a e h i r o n o m i d f l y l i v e i n a s y m b i o t i c r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p between t h e m a y f l y ' s g i l l s . These s c a v e n g e r s 
f e e d upon th e d e b r i s t h a t a c c u m u l a t e s i n t h a t a r e a , and 
i n so d o i n g , c l e a n t h e g i l l s o f the m a y f l y . 

When m a y f l i e s emerge from t h e w a t e r , t h e y a r e 
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s e x u a l l y immature and a r e u s u a l l y d u l l and p u b e s c e n t . 
T h i s s t a g e i s c a l l e d the subimago. A f t e r a s h o r t t i m e , 
u s u a l l y w i t h i n a day, an a d d i t i o n a l m o l t o c c u r s w h i c h 
r e s u l t s i n t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e s h i n y , mature a d u l t o r 
imago, Nowhere e l s e among i n s e c t s i s t h i s e x t r a s u b -
imago stage o f development known. 

When h e r w i n g s a r e d r y , t h e f e m a l e e n t e r s a g r o u p 
o f swarming males and i s mated. She t h e n d e p o s i t s h e r 
eggs o v e r w a t e r and d i e s s o f t e n o n l y a few y a r d s from 
where she emerged. The eggs s i n k t o t h e bottom and t h e 
c y c l e b e g i n s a g a i n . 

OUR RESIDENT VIREO 
By E l e a n o r e D a v i d s o n 

You can c o u n t on one hand t h e number o f t i m e s we 
have seen a B u t t o n ' s v i r e o — he i s so e l u s i v e , b u t now 
t h a t s p r i n g i s h e r e , t h a t l o u d i n s i s t e n t c a l l o f h i s w i l l 
p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f y him. He r e s e m b l e s a ruby-crowned 
k i n g l e t , e x c e p t i n h i s a c t i o n s , and on c l o s e i n s p e c t i o n , 
h i s b i l l i s s t u b b y , n o t t h i n and s h a r p l i k e t h a t o f a 
kinglet„ 

A c o u p l e o f y e a r s ago, my husband and I were e x ­
p l o r i n g t h e h i l l s i d e above Lands End Road. T h a t ' s t h e 
r o a d w h i c h s k i r t s t h e end o f S a a n i c h P e n i n s u l a . There 
we h e a r d a c o n s t a n t , r e p e t i t i o u s , d o u b l e n o t e t h a t we 
c o u l d n ' t i d e n t i f y , n o r c o u l d we f i n d t h e owner. I t was 
n o t l i k e any n o t e we had h e a r d b e f o r e . T h i c k u n d e r b r u s h 
made i t i m p o s s i b l e t o see more t h a n a few f e e t , and when 
th e c a l l s t o p p e d , we l o o k e d a t each o t h e r w i t h dismay — 
b a f f l e d b i r d w a t c h e r s . 

B u t y e s t e r d a y t h e m y s t e r y was s o l v e d . W h i l e show­
i n g two t e a c h e r f r i e n d s , from T o r o n t o , some o f o u r un­
t o u c h e d c o u n t r y , we were back i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h a t 
o t h e r o c c a s i o n . We came t o an o p e n i n g , and w h i l e t h e 
t e a c h e r s were e x c i t e d l y a d m i r i n g t h e i r f i r s t r u f o u s 
hummingbird, w h i c h was h o v e r i n g o v e r a r e d - f l o w e r i n g 
c u r r e n t , I h e a r d t h a t same c a l l - n o t e a g a i n . T h i s t i m e 
i t was q u i t e n e a r -- s u r e l y i t s maker c o u l d be f o u n d . 
W i t h f o u r o f us l o o k i n g i n t e n t l y , e v e r y w h e r e , t h r o u g h 
a f a i r l y t h i c k f i r , c e d a r , a r b u t u s , s p i a r e a c o m b i n a t i o n 
o f f o l i a g e , we s t o o d a good chance. S u d d e n l y , a b i r d 
popped i n t o v i e w , s t i l l making i t s c a l l n o t e . Now we 

119 

a l l watched i t i n t e n t l y , n o t i n g i t s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . I t 
was t h e t e a c h e r s 5 f i r s t H u t t o n c s v i r e o , and t h e t h i r d we'd 
e v e r e n c o u n t e r e d . 

I n c i d e n t l y , i t was t h i s v i r e o , and t h e b u s h - t i t , t h a t 
Mr. W. E a r l G o d f r e y , who heads t h e department o f o r n i t h o l ­
ogy a t t h e N a t i o n a l Museum i n Ottawa, came to Vancouver 
I s l a n d t o s t u d y f i r s t - h a n d f o r h i s " B i r d s o f Canada", and 
t h a t l o n g a w a i t e d volume s h o u l d be i n o u r book s t o r e s by 
t h i s summer. 

FROM TROUBLES OF THE WORLD 

The f o l l o w i n g a r e e x t r a c t s from a seven-minute s p e e c h 
g i v e n by Mrs. Mary Wi n s t o n e a t t h e G o l d e n G a v e l Speech c o n ­
t e s t on A p r i l 23/64, s p o n s o r e d by V i c t o r i a T o a s t m a s t e r Clubs. 

" H e l l o , B r u c e . Where've you b e e n ? " 
" B i r d w a t c h i n g , " 
"Birdwatching.'.' You mean t h e r e r e a l l y i s s u c h a t h i n g . 

I t h o u g h t t h a t was s o m e t h i n g made up by c a r t o o n i s t s . What 
i s b i r d w a t c h i n g anyway?" 

" I t i s t h e s p o r t o f amateur o r n i t h o l o g y . B i r d s a r e 
f a s c i n a t i n g . They can h o v e r , g l i d e , s o a r and f l y — sym­
b o l s o f freedom t o us e a r t h b o u n d c r e a t u r e s . The p s a l m i s t 
s i g h s , 'Oh f o r wings l i k e a dove.* S h a k e s p e a r e b i d s us 
'Hark, hark t h e l a r k a t Heaven's g a t e s i n g s . ' " 

"When you t a k e up t h e s t u d y o f b i r d s , you have a 
s o u r c e o f n e v e r - e n d i n g d e l i g h t , because i t i s a j o u r n e y 
i n t o t h e unknown. Most b i r d b e h a v i o u r i s s t i l l a m y s t e r y . 
Why do A r c t i c t e r n s f l y from p o l e t o p o l e t w i c e each y e a r , 
and how do t h e y n a v i g a t e ? I n s t i n c t ? How do you e x p l a i n 
i n s t i n c t ? " 

" S p e a k i n g o f i n s t i n c t , Mr. G u i g u e t c l a i m s b i r d i n g 
g i v e s t h e p l e a s u r e i t does because by s e a r c h i n g o u t and 
t r a c k i n g down a b i r d , we a r e s a t i s f y i n g o u r ' p r i m i t i v e 
h u n t i n g i n s t i n c t . ' " 

" T h i s f i n d i n g and i d e n t i f y i n g o f b i r d s i s c o m p l e t e l y 
a b s o r b i n g , A r e t r e a t o r escape from p r e s s u r e s o f b u s i n e s s 
— o r d o m e s t i c i t y . " 

"From t r o u b l e s o f the w o r l d I t u r n t o — d u c k s " , 
s a y s t h e p o e t H a r v e y . 

B i r d w a t c h i n g means d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s t o d i f f e r e n t 
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people,, What a s p e c t would you f i n d most a p p e a l i n g ? 
There i s l e a r n i n g t o i d e n t i f y b i r d s and l i s t i n g them. 
L e a r n i n g t h e i r c a l l s . T here i s b i r d p h o t o g r a p h y and 
t h e r e c o r d i n g o f b i r d songs. There i s always c o n g e n i a l 
company on o u t i n g s , and f r i e n d l y c o m p e t i t i o n . " 

"There i s a l s o t e a s i n g -~ I must be s e n s i t i v e , b e ­
cause I l e f t b i r d w a t c h i n g o f f my l i s t o f h o b b i e s r e c e n t l y 
— I t h o u g h t t h e T o a s t m a s t e r m i g h t s a y , 8Hmm — wonder 
what her f a v o u r i t e b i r d i s ? Mine's r o a s t t u r k e y ! ' " 

"To s t a r t f i n d y o u r b i n o c u l a r s . You h a v e n " t any? 
Borrow a p a i r f o r now — you've g o t a b i r t h d a y coming 
up!" 

" There's a b i r d . ' To i d e n t i f y i t , you must n o t e s 
Where i t i s ~ song sparrows l i k e hedges. What i t ' s 
d o i n g — towhees s c r a t c h i n d r y leaves„ How does i t 
f l y — a g o l d f i n c h bounces t h r o u g h t h e a i r , s i n g i n g on 
t h e way. What c o l o u r i s i t -- a c o w b i r d l o o k s l i k e a 
b l a c k b i r d t h a t has d i p p e d i t s head i n c h o c o l a t e . What 
m a r k i n g s does i t have — a f l i c k e r ' s w h i t e rump p a t c h 
l o o k s l i k e an egg c a r r i e d on i t s back. W i t h a V i c t o r i a 
check l i s t , f i n d w h i c h o f 200 o r so s p e c i e s i t c o u l d be. 
W i t h P e t e r s o n ' s ' F i e l d G u i d e t o W e s t e r n B i r d s ' , f i n d 
w h i c h b i r d i t i s . I f y o u ' r e s t u c k , phone me and 1*11 
g i v e i t s name — o r t h e name o f someone you can c a l l 
who w i l l be a b l e t o p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f y i t , " 

" V i c t o r i a i s a w o n d e r f u l p l a c e f o r y e a r — r o u n d b i r d ­
w a t c h i n g . On t h e day o f t h e C h r i s t m a s B i r d Count, 80 
p e o p l e saw 127 d i f f e r e n t s p e c i e s — t h e h i g h e s t number of 
s p e c i e s i n any one a r e a i n Canada!" 

" S t a r t y o u r c h i l d r e n w i t h books and b i r d c a r d s . 
P o i n t o u t t o them t h e ducks i n Beacon H i l l P a r k . I n t e r ­
e s t e d p a r e n t —- i n t e r e s t e d c h i l d . " 

"The a p p e a l o f n a t u r e l a s t s a l i f e t i m e , and adds a 
new d i m e n s i o n t o camping h o l i d a y s and t r i p s t o new 
p l a c e s . L o c a l b i r d w a t c h e r s d e l i g h t i n showing you t h e i r 
s p e c i a l t i e s . " 

* #** 

JUNIOR JOTTINGS 
By Nancy Chapman 

As u s u a l , t h e J u n i o r ' s month has been i n t e r e s t i n g 
and busy. The w e a t h e r , on t h e w h o l e s has been j u s t 
b e a u t i f u l , w i t h p l e n t y o f sun and b l u e s k y . T u r n - o u t s 
were e x c e l l e n t . 
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T r i p s up Mt. Newton, i n J o h n Dean P a r k , were e n j o y e d 

by a l l . T h e r e , we f o u n d t h e f i r s t o f t h e s p r i n g f l o w e r s 
i n f u l l bloom — s a t i n f l o w e r , b l u e - e y e d Mary B s a x i f r a g e , 
and o f c o u r s e , skunk cabbage. We h e a r d an e x t r e m e l y i n ­
t e r e s t i n g t a l k on t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e p a r k by " S k i p p e r " , a n d 
we saw where t h e v e r y f i r s t s u r v e y p o s t i n S a a n i c h P e n i n ­
s u l a had been. We a l s o l e a r n e d about t h e e a r l y I n d i a n s 
o f t h e a r e a and saw a r o c k where t h e y u s e d t o s a c r i f i c e 
s l a v e s . 

A p r o f i t a b l e e x p e d i t i o n was made t o G o l d s t r e a m camp­
s i t e , where th e new n a t u r e t r a i l was e x p l o r e d . G o l d s t r e a m 
w i l l always be a f a v o u r i t e p l a c e b e c a u s e o f t h e good t i m e s 
we have t h e r e a t camp each summer. 

A n o t h e r "workbee" was h e l d a t F r a n c i s P a r k , and t h e 
t r a i l s were c l e a r e d f o r the e x p e c t e d s t r e a m o f summer 
v i s i t o r s . The l e a d e r s have been t a k i n g t u r n s g o i n g t o t h e 
park e v e r y Sunday, and new d i s p l a y s a r e p u t i n t h e N a t u r e 
House e v e r y week. 

On Sunday, A p r i l 5, a few o f o u r j u n i o r l e a d e r s went 
to Duncan to have a c o o k o u t a t Chemainus R i v e r w i t h t h e 
j u n i o r l e a d e r s o f t h e Cowichan V a l l e y Group. We e x p l o r e d 
g r a v e l beds a l o n g t h e r i v e r and f o u n d a g r e a t v a r i e t y o f 
r o c k s , a few f o s s i l s and a few c o n c r e t i o n s . We a t t e m p t e d 
t o pan g o l d , b u t f a i l e d t o " s t r i k e i t r i c h " . We came 
a c r o s s a l a r g e s c h o o l o f salmon f r y s t r a n d e d i n a t i n y 
p o o l , s e v e r a l hundred f e e t from t h e r i v e r . Thousands o f 
f r y a r e s t r a n d e d e v e r y y e a r and d i e when th e p o o l s d r y up. 

St ;** j)t 

FRANCIS PARK 
By Freeman K i n g 

The new l a b o r a t o r y and workshop i n F r a n c i s Park has 
been c o m p l e t e d , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f a few f u r n i s h i n g s , 
and i s b e i n g made good use o f by members o f t h e J u n i o r 
Group who a r e a t t e n d i n g V i c t o r i a U n i v e r s i t y . These s t u ­
d e n t s have a k e y and a r e a b l e t o use t h e new f a c i l i t i e s 
whenever t h e y r e q u i r e them. 

The N a t u r e House has been r e - p a i n t e d and new d i s p l a y 
t a b l e s made. Over 400 v i s i t o r s have been i n i t s i n c e i t 
r e-opened. 

A m u l t i t u d e o f s p r i n g f l o w e r s a r e b l o o m i n g i n t h e 
park and i t i s l o o k i n g i t s b e s t . A l l t h e t r a i l s have 
been c l e a r e d and a new t r a i l has been s u r v e y e d . 
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The swamp has i t s c h o r u s o f f r o g s and i n t h e q u i e t 

o f t h e e v e n i n g t h e y f i l l t h e a i r w i t h t h e i r many p i t c h e s 
of sound. Ravens have t a k e n up r e s i d e n c e i n t h e f o r e s t 
and a r e a p l e a s u r e t o w a t c h as t h e y s o a r and d i v e . F o r 
t h o s e who l i k e t o hear t h e b u z z o f b e e s , t h e maple f l o w e r s 
a r e a-hum w i t h t h e i r a c t i v i t y . 

M i s s Nancy Chapman w i l l have t h e p o s i t i o n o f pa r k 
n a t u r a l i s t d u r i n g the summer, and i f anyone w i s h e s a c o n ­
d u c t e d t o u r o f t h e p a r k , p l e a s e phone h e r a t 384-5568. 

Our g e n i a l c a r e t a k e r , P e r c y Dumbleton, i s al w a y s on 
the j o b k e e p i n g t h e p a r k i n g l o t and s e r v i c e a r e a c l e a n 
and i n f i r s t c l a s s c o n d i t i o n . 

We w o u l d l i k e e v e r y member o f t h e S o c i e t y t o t a k e 
advantage o f t h e park by v i s i t i n g i t t o e n j o y i t s b e a u t y 
and q u i e t n e s s . 

*** * *** 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

The " s h o t g u n " o r g e n e r a l , o v e r a l l a p p r o a c h t o t h i n g s 
seems p o p u l a r i n many a s p e c t s o f l i f e t h e s e days, so p e r ­
haps I w i l l be f o r g i v e n i f I use i t on thi.s o c c a s i o n . 

A r t i c l e s have shown up i n my r u r a l m a i l b o x and on my 
town desk i n a r e a l l y g r a t i f y i n g q u a n t i t y and q u a l i t y . 
I'm g r a t e f u l f o r t h a t , and I'm s u r e a l l S o c i e t y members 
a r e , because w i t h o u t them, we'd have had no magazine. 

Good i n t e n t i o n s a r e a f i n e t h i n g , and' I've had l o t s 
o f them. When I took on the t a s k o f e d i t i n g y o u r m agazine, 
I had e v e r y i n t e n t i o n o f w r i t i n g p e r s o n a l n o t e s t o p e o p l e 
who responded by s e n d i n g i n m a t e r i a l f o r p r i n t i n g . How­
e v e r , what w i t h t h i s and t h a t , t h e b e s t o f i n t e n t i o n s 
f a l l by t h e w a y s i d e , so t h i s h u r r i e d n o t e , on t h e eve o f 
the l a s t e d i t i o n f o r t h e s e a s o n , i s t o say " t h a n k y o u " t o 
you a l l . 

A l t h o u g h t h e r e have been t i m e s when i t was a t i g h t 
s queeze t o f i n d t i m e t o p u t t h e p u b l i c a t i o n t o g e t h e r , on 
t h e w h o l e , I've e n j o y e d i t , and I've l e a r n e d a l o t from 
t h e m a t e r i a l I've had t o work o v e r . I hope no one has 
been t o o dismayed a t t h e r e s u l t o f my c u t t i n g and r e 
a r r a n g i n g — remember, i t was a l l supposed t o be f o r t h e 
good o f t h e end p r o d u c t 11 Remember t o o , t h a t i t i s an 
e d i t o r ' s p r i v i l e g e t o make a mess o f t h i n g s once i n a 
w h i l e ! 

Perhaps you m i g h t have had a c h u c k l e now and th e n 
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t o o , had you seen me t r y i n g t o r e c o n c i l e my s p e l l i n g w i t h 
y o u r s , o r w i t n e s s my s c r a m b l e t h r o u g h t h e few t e c h n i c a l 
books I have, t o t r y t o c o n f i r m t h e s p e l l i n g o f a b o t a n i ­
c a l name -- th e n g i v e up and hope t h a t Dr. C a r l , o r one 
o f h i s a s s o c i a t e s , w o u l d c a t c h i t on t h e way by, as t h e y 
i n v a r i a b l y do, when t h e m a n u s c r i p t g e t s i t s f i n a l check 
b e f o r e g o i n g t o t h e p r i n t e r . M i s s Monks i s t o be c o n ­
g r a t u l a t e d t o o , f o r h e r p a t i e n c e w i t h some o f my l a t e s u b ­
m i s s i o n s and a l t e r a t i o n s . 

T h i s i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y f a t i s s u e — 20 pages — be­
cau s e I have " s c r a p e d t h e b a r r e l c l e a n " — n o t one s t o r y 
t h a t has been s u b m i t t e d f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i s l e f t u T h i s 
means o f c o u r s e , t h a t t h e r e i s no b a c k l o g t o s t a r t o f f 
t h e n e x t i s s u e i n September. So as t h e y come t o mind, 
o r pen, send y o u r a r t i c l e s a l o n g , r e a d y f o r t h e f i r s t 
i s s u e o f t h e new s e a s o n ; t h e n t h e r e won't be a mad 
s c r a m b l e f o r m a t e r i a l a t t h e l a s t moment. There w i l l be 
a w e a l t h o f m a t e r i a l i n your summer f i e l d t r i p s , w h i c h I 
hope w i l l be p l e a s a n t and r e w a r d i n g f o r you, and I hope 
you w i l l s h a r e them w i t h us i n t h e f a l l . 

^ 

( C o n t ' d from page 124) 

BOTANY GROUP; A F i e l d T r i p t o Cowichan Lake and S k u t z 
J u n e 13 F a l l s . Meet a t Mont e r e y p a r k i n g l o t a t 

9:30 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . M i s s M.C.Melburn 
w i l l l e a d . J u l y and A u g u s t f i e l d t r i p s 
w i l l be announced l a t e r . 

BIRD FIELD TRIP: E a s t Sooke. 
J u l y 25 Meet a t Monterey p a r k i n g l o t a t 9:30 a.m. 

o r Colwood P l a z a a t 10 a.m. 
B r i n g l u n c h . 

L e a d e r : Mr. M„ Matheson, EV.3-7381 

BIRD FIELD TRIP: Cowichan Bay. 
Aug u s t 29 Meet a t Monterey p a r k i n g l o t a t 9:30 a.m. 

o r G o l d s t r e a m P i c n i c s i t e 10 a.m. 
B r i n g l u n c h . 
Leader - Mr. M. Matheson, EV,3-7381 
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MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS 

The A n n u a l M e e t i n g o f The V i c t o r i a 
N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y w i l l be h e l d 
a t 8 p.m. i n t h e c a f e t e r i a o f t h e 
D o u g l a s B u i l d i n g . R e p o r t s w i l l be s u b ­
m i t t e d and o f f i c e r s e l e c t e d . A f i l m 
w i l l be shown a f t e r t h e b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g . 

W i l l meet a t M o n t e r e y p a r k i n g l o t a t 
9:30 a.m. o r a t F r a n c i s P a r k a t 10 a.m. 
Tom B r i g g s w i l l l e a d . B r i n g l u n c h . 

ANNUAL PICNIC; A t S p e c t a c l e Lake P a r k on t h e M a l a h a t . 
M a y 23 Turn r i g h t o f f I s l a n d Highway a t f i r s t 

g r a v e l r o a d on t h e l e f t p a s t Shawnigan 
Lake c u t - o f f . C a r s w i l l l e a v e M o n t e r e y 
p a r k i n g l o t a t 10 a.m. o r a r r i v e a t t h e 
l a k e when you l i k e i n y o u r own c a r . 
B r i n g l u n c h and/or s u p p e r as you w i s h — 
s t a y as l o n g as you l i k e . Good p l a c e 
f o r p l a n t s , b i r d s , pond l i f e , f i s h i n g 
and swimming. F o r p a r t i c u l a r s , phone 
Freeman K i n g a t GR.9-2966. 

ANNUAL MEETING: 
May 12 

BIRD GROUPi 
May 9 

BOTANY GROUP: Meet a t Monterey p a r k i n g l o t a t 1:30 p.m. 
May 3 0 f o r a f i e l d t r i p t o B l i n k h o r n e L a k e , 

M e t c h o s i n , M i s s M.C. M e l b u r n w i l l l e a d . 

SPECIAL OUTING; To Cowichan Lake B.C. F o r e s t S e r v i c e 
June 6 E x p e r i m e n t a l S t a t i o n . To see progeny 

p l a n t a t i o n s and c l o n e banks i n c o n n e c t i o n 
w i t h t h e work o f Dr. A. O r r - E w i n g . 
T h i s i s a f o l l o w - u p o f t h e l e c t u r e he 
gave i n J a n u a r y . Meet a t M o n t e r e y p a r k ­
i n g l o t a t 9:00 a.m. B r i n g l u n c h . 

BIRD FIELD TRIP: S a l t s p r i n g I s l a n d . 
June 6 Meet a t S w a r t z Bay a t 10:30 a.m. o r a t 

M onterey p a r k i n g l o t 9:30 a.m. - B r i n g 
l u n c h . Phone Mr. M. Matheson a t —• 
EV.3-7381 f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n . 

( c o n t i n u e d on page 123) 
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