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COVER PICTURE
by Alan Poynter

Greater yellowlegs (Totanus melanoleucus), one of the
larger sandpipers that migrate through or winter in this
area, can be confused only with lesser yellowlegs; even
then, the difference is obvious if the two are seen togeth-
er ——- size alone is indicative.

. About 12 to 15 inches long, this bird has long yellow
legs and a long, slender bill, slightly upturned. Winter
plumage, the phase we usually see it in, is grey and black,
In flight, no wing-pattern is seen, but the completely
white tail and rump are very obvious. These features, and
its very sharp three-noted whistle, make identification
almost simple.

Watch for yellowlegs along our seafront or in fresh-
water sloughs and flooded fields.
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1962 BIRD COUNT

Complete details of last year's bird count in U.S.A.
and Canada have just been received, revealing some inter-
esting figures.

Nine thousand, nine hundred eighty-one observers
counted 672 species, totalling 44,548,277 birds. Starlings
topped the list with 10,456,414, Red-winged blackbirds
came next with 10,211,579. Other large numbers were, gra-
ckles 8,439,034; cowbirds 2,762,063; robins 1,373,609; and
mallards 1,262,797.

The foregoing figures should not be construed as a
total of these species in North America; large areas were
not examined,
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The annual Christmas Cocunt will be held on Saturday,
December 21. The count must follow rules laid down by the
Audubon Society. To summarize, these rules are: (1) Forms
supplied by Audubon Society must be used for compiling the
count. (2) Count must fit within, and preferably fill, a
15 mile diameter circle. (3) Counts must be held within
dates specified by Audubon Society and must be during a
dawn to dusk or longer period. (4) All unusual bird records
must be accompanied by a separate sheet giving details of
such observations. (5) A fee of fifty cents will be charg-
ed for each participant.

Two of the above rules have been enlarged as follows:

(4) Unusual birds: It must be emphasized that the
count is not a search for rarities, nor a competition.
Reasonably accurate counts of juncos, kinglets and robins
are’ as important as finding a snowy owl. Contrary to some
recent reports on Christmas counts, most birds (except
starlings) are not increasing. Christmas counts have doc-
umented the decline of the eastern bluebird in the U, 8.,
and the disappearance of Lewis woodpecker in Victoria.
Rarities must be carefully identified, and in this connec-
tion, groups are advised to stay together. An unusual
bird, glimpsed by one observer, is not good enough for the
record. A committee of three birders has been set up to
deal with controversial sightings.

(5) Fees: In the past, Victoria Natural History So-
ciety has paid the $.50 fee, but this season all partici-
pants will be required to pay. Area leaders will collect ¥
fees from their groups and submit the monies to the com-
piler on the count evening.

Mr. and Mrs. G, A. Poynter again extend an invitation
to all participants to meet at 1555 Monterey Avenue, after
7:30 P.M,, December 21, Dress -- casual clothes.

If you want to count birds, or if you need more in-
formation, please get in touch with G.A,Poynter, 384-8330;
T.R. Briggs, GR.8-4145; or David Stirling, 384-4223,

David Stirling,

Compiler,
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ANNUAL FUNGUS FORAY

by M.C. Melburn

Vancouver Island is noted for its fruit-growing, but
would you think that in November more than 75 different
species of "fruit" could be observed in approximately two
hours, and in an area of less than ten acres? The Botany
Group of Victoria Natural History Society had that pleas-
ant experience in Francis Park, Saturday afternoon, Novem-
ber 2nd.

Mushroom fruits collected by the party of 28 showed
a wide range of colours -- white, pink, red, purple, blue,
yellow, brown, grey and black. Sizes were just as varied,
from dainty half-inch mycenas to eight-inch velvet-tops.

Actual fugus plants, of course, were not seen; they
were out of sight, growing in wood (dead or alive), soil
and forest debris, or living on another fungus. Two ex-
amples of the latter were a brilliant orange organism,
Hypomyces lactifluorum, feeding on a Lactarius species
and a white mould-like fungus, Mycogone roseola, growing
on the surface of elf's-saddle.

The toothed group were represented by two handsome
brown hydnums, golden Hydnum repandum, and a litile brown
cousin, Auriscalpium vulgare, wearing its cap on one side.
The latter, by-the-way, grows only on Douglas fir comnes,

Fir cones were found providing homes for several other
species -- creamy-white Collibia albipilata, three species
of jelly-like fungi, two yellow and one white, and that
small relative of common bird’s —nest fungus called Sph-
aerobolus stellatus, whose ability to "shoot' its spores
as far as 14 feet, was the delight of the late Dr.A.H.R.
Buller, one of Canada's most eminent mycologists. Dr.
Buller called it "the largest, most powerful and loudest
of all fungus guns”., 1In spite of this formidable ability,
their small size permits a cluster of four or five of
these fruits to sit comfortably between two scales of a
cone,

Its larger relatives, the puff-balls (Lycoperdon per-
latum), were quite numerous on the forest floor, and there
were also a few earth-stars (Geastrum triplex), very neat
and well-groomed in their buff coats.

Eight members of the polypore group were identified —-
varnished bracket (Ganoderma oregonensis), velvet-top(Poly-
porus schweinitzii), the pine destroyer (Fomes pinicola),
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hoof fungus (Fomes fomentarius), and four smaller species. He can make more noise than any other creature Hhis
Perhaps the most admired species were scotch bonnets size. When he gets to the spring mud, and the water warms
(Marasmius bellipes), their maroon caps lines with broad to his chest, his throat will balloon out as big as his
white gills; tiny red and white mycena (Mycena flavoalba); head, and a mighty trumpeting will ensue. A dozen of hinm
crested lepiota and three species of cystoderma, all wear- will waken the marshy meadows, a chorus will shake the
ing crisp "collars” and gay hats; stout, red russulas, so night shadows of the woods until the trees quiver into
much appreciated by slugs; waxy laccarias and handsome big leaf with the melodious burbling,
blue-bonnets(Tricholma personatum) with pale-lilac caps and
violet gills. 3 g0y 2.
Blue-bonnets are sonsy big specimens and some of the
men in the party were especially pleased to know these are GINKGO, THE LIVING FOSSIL
edible. As a matter of fact, at least 90% of our wild by David Stirling
mushrooms are edible, and very few are known to be unsafe
or actually poisonous. But do take care to get "well-ac- The Ginkgo, Ginkgo biloba, or maidenhair tree, has
quainted”! Don*t trust to luck. the distinction of being a species, genus, family and
A class encompassed in one living thing. It is the sole
survivor of many species which occurred over most of the
earth in the carboniferous age. Whole logs of Ginkgo,
THE HAPPY FROG four to five feet in diameter, can be seen in the petri-

fied forests of Washington and Oregon.
Ginkgo probably owes its survival to early tree wor-

by J.W. Winson

One little creature, il lclad for winter, has defied ship in ancient China. Europeans found Ginkgos growing
the North King almost openly. The tree frog (to the scien- around Buddist temples and tombs in China and Japan,
tific, Pacific tree toad Hyla regilla) is the frailest of Some of these trees are over one thousand years old, one
his fellows, so soft that a frost can snap him, so delect- hundred feet tall and up to thirty feet in girth. Wild
able that a score of bird and animal foragers would make Ginkgos have never been found.
him a mouthful. Yet, in any of our woods, when the hoar- The Ginkgo belongs to the Gymnosperms, but itis
frost is off the dead leaves, his voice can be heard. more closely related to the Cyads than to the Conifers,

Whether it is a croaking desire for warmer weather, Identification 1s easy as there are no similar species.
or cheerful, i f husky, appreciation of present clemency, The sparsely branched trees have decidous leaves, alter-
the hearer may guess. When the leaves are disturbed, caus- nate or in clusters of three to five, slender stalked,
ing him to move, his eye is seen to bhe brightly happy, fan shaped and parallel veined. Leaves turn a golden
burnished with brilliance of spring exuberance already. yellow in autumn.

Soon he will leave the woods and bushes for the ponds, In Victoria, small Ginkgos, ten to fifteen feet tall,
having escaped the sleep that colder weather would have can be seen on Quebec, Camosun and other streets. It is
laid on hinm. He has lengthened his living by the many also commonly planted in many gardens in this city.
rainy days that kept him active, and i f life i1s a boon, Sk kK kkk
his winter croaking must have been the gurgling of thank-
fulness,

Food may be scanty, but the beams that bring him com- The contemplation of the works of the Creator 1is
fort also lure the fly into the open and quicken the spider, the highest delight of the rational mind. In them we
and both are welcome to the little frog of the trees. His read, as in a volume fraught with endless wonders, the
colour may change from green to brown, so that it conforms unlimited power and goodness of that Being who, in the
to his perch. His tiny toes have suction pads that formation of Atoms, and of Worlds, has alike displayed

cling automatically. unfathomable Wisdom. (Abel Ingpen, 1827)



