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COVER PICTURE 
by A l a n P o y n t e r 

G r e a t e r y e l l o w l e g s (Totanus m e l a n o l e u c u s ) , one o f t h e 
l a r g e r s a n d p i p e r s t h a t m i g r a t e t h r o u g h o r w i n t e r i n t h i s 
a r e a , can be c o n f u s e d o n l y w i t h l e s s e r y e l l o w l e g s ; even 
t h e n , t h e d i f f e r e n c e i s o b v i o u s i f t h e two a r e seen t o g e t h ­
e r — - s i z e a l o n e i s i n d i c a t i v e . 

About 12 t o 15 i n c h e s l o n g , t h i s b i r d has l o n g y e l l o w 
l e g s and a l o n g , s l e n d e r b i l l , s l i g h t l y upturned,, W i n t e r 
plumage, t h e phase we u s u a l l y see i t i n a i s g r e y and b l a c k . 
In f l i g h t y no w i n g - p a t t e r n i s s e e n ( b u t t h e c o m p l e t e l y 
w h i t e t a i l and rump a r e v e r y o b v i o u s . These f e a t u r e s , and 
i t s v e r y s h a r p t h r e e - n o t e d w h i s t l e , make i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
a l m o s t s i m p l e . 

Watch f o r y e l l o w l e g s a l o n g o u r s e a f r o n t o r i n f r e s h ­
w a t e r s l o u g h s and f l o o d e d f i e l d s , 

1962 BIRD COUNT 

Complete d e t a i l s o f l a s t y e a r ' s b i r d c o u n t i n U.S.A. 
and Canada have j u s t been r e c e i v e d , r e v e a l i n g some i n t e r ­
e s t i n g f i g u r e s . 

N i n e t h o u s a n d , n i n e hundred e i g h t y — o n e o b s e r v e r s 
c o u n t e d 672 s p e c i e s , t o t a l l i n g 44,548,277 b i r d s . S t a r l i n g s 
t opped t h e l i s t w i t h 1 0 9 4 5 6 s 4 1 4 , Red-winged b l a c k b i r d s 
came n e x t w i t h 10,211,579. O t h e r l a r g e numbers w e r e s g r a -
c k l e s 8,439,034; c o w b i r d s 2,762,063; r o b i n s 1,373,609; and 
m a l l a r d s 1,262,797. 

The f o r e g o i n g f i g u r e s s h o u l d n o t be c o n s t r u e d as a 
t o t a l o f t h e s e s p e c i e s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a ; l a r g e a r e a s were 
n o t examined. 

*fc -f» -I* ^ ^ 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

The a n n u a l C h r i s t m a s Count w i l l be h e l d on S a t u r d a y , 
December 21. The c o u n t must f o l l o w r u l e s l a i d down by t h e 
Audubon S o c i e t y . To summarize, t h e s e r u l e s a r e : (1) Forms 
s u p p l i e d by Audubon S o c i e t y must be used f o r c o m p i l i n g the 
c o u n t . ( 2 ) Count must f i t w i t h i n , and p r e f e r a b l y f i l l , a 
15 m i l e d i a m e t e r c i r c l e . ( 3 ) Counts must be h e l d w i t h i n 
d a t e s s p e c i f i e d by Audubon S o c i e t y and must be d u r i n g a 
dawn to dusk o r l o n g e r p e r i o d , (4) A l l u n u s u a l b i r d r e c o r d s 
must be accompanied by a s e p a r a t e s h e e t g i v i n g d e t a i l s o f 
s u c h o b s e r v a t i o n s o ( 5 ) A f e e o f f i f t y c e n t s w i l l be c h a r g ­
ed f o r each p a r t i c i p a n t . 

Two o f t h e above r u l e s have been e n l a r g e d as f o l l o w s : 

( 4 ) U n u s u a l b i r d s : I t must be emphasized t h a t t h e 
c o u n t i s n o t a s e a r c h f o r r a r i t i e s , , n o r a c o m p e t i t i o n . 
R e a s o n a b l y a c c u r a t e c o u n t s o f j u n c o s , k i n g l e t s and r o b i n s 
a r e ' a s i m p o r t a n t as f i n d i n g a snowy o w l . C o n t r a r y t o some 
r e c e n t r e p o r t s on C h r i s t m a s c o u n t s , most b i r d s ( e x c e p t 
s t a r l i n g s ) a r e n o t i n c r e a s i n g . C h r i s t m a s c o u n t s have doc­
umented the d e c l i n e o f t h e e a s t e r n b l u e b i r d i n t h e U, S,, 
and the d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f Lewis woodpecker i n V i c t o r i a . 
R a r i t i e s must be c a r e f u l l y i d e n t i f i e d , and i n t h i s connec­
t i o n , groups a r e a d v i s e d t o s t a y t o g e t h e r . An u n u s u a l 
b i r d , g l i m p s e d by one o b s e r v e r , i s n o t good enough f o r the 
r e c o r d , A committee o f t h r e e b i r d e r s has been s e t up t o 
d e a l w i t h c o n t r o v e r s i a l s i g h t i n g s , 

( 5 ) F e e s ; I n t h e p a s t , V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y So­
c i e t y has p a i d t h e $.50 f e e , b u t t h i s s e ason a l l p a r t i c i ­
p a n t s w i l l be r e q u i r e d t o pay. A r e a l e a d e r s w i l l c o l l e c t 
f e e s from t h e i r groups and s u b m i t t h e monies t o t h e com­
p i l e r on t h e c o u n t e v e n i n g . 

Mr. and Mrs. G, A, P o y n t e r a g a i n e x t e n d an i n v i t a t i o n 
t o a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s t o meet a t 1555 Monterey Avenue, a f t e r 
7:30 P.M., December 21. D r e s s — c a s u a l c l o t h e s . 

I f you want to c o u n t b i r d s , o r i f you need more i n ­
f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e g e t i n t o u c h w i t h G.A.Poynter, 384-8330; 
T.R. B r i g g s , GR,8-4145; o r D a v i d S t i r l i n g , 384-4223, 

D a v i d S t i r l i n g , 

C o m p i l e r . 

ANNUAL FUNGUS FORAY 
by M.C. M e l b u r n 
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Vancouver I s l a n d i s n o t e d f o r i t s f r u i t - g r o w i n g , b u t 
w o u l d you t h i n k t h a t i n November more t h a n 75 d i f f e r e n t 
s p e c i e s o f " f r u i t " c o u l d be o b s e r v e d i n a p p r o x i m a t e l y two 
h o u r s , and i n an a r e a o f l e s s t h a n t e n a c r e s ? The B o t a n y 
Group o f V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y had t h a t p l e a s ­
a n t e x p e r i e n c e i n F r a n c i s P a r k , S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n , Novem­
b e r 2nd. 

Mushroom f r u i t s c o l l e c t e d by t h e p a r t y o f 28 showed 
a wide range o f c o l o u r s — w h i t e , p i n k , r e d , p u r p l e , b l u e , 
y e l l o w , brown, g r e y and b l a c k . S i z e s were j u s t as v a r i e d , 
from d a i n t y h a l f - i n c h mycenas t o e i g h t - i n c h v e l v e t - t o p s . 

A c t u a l f u g u s p l a n t s , o f c o u r s e , were n o t s e e n ; they 
were o u t o f s i g h t , g r o w i n g i n wood (dead o r a l i v e ) , s o i l 
and f o r e s t d e b r i s , o r l i v i n g on a n o t h e r f u n g u s . Two e x ­
amples o f t h e l a t t e r were a b r i l l i a n t o r ange o r g a n i s m , 
Hypomyces l a c t i f l u o r u m , f e e d i n g on a L a c t a r i u s s p e c i e s 
and a w h i t e m o u l d - l i k e f u n g u s , Mycogone r o s e o l a , g r o w i n g 
on t h e s u r f a c e o f e l f ' s - s a d d l e ^ 

The t o o t h e d group were r e p r e s e n t e d by two handsome 
brown hydnums, g o l d e n Hydnum repandum, and a l i t t l e brown 
c o u s i n , A u r i s c a l p i u m v u l g a r e , w e a r i n g i t s cap on one s i d e . 
The l a t t e r , by-the-way, grows o n l y on Douglas f i r cones. 

F i r cones were found p r o v i d i n g homes f o r s e v e r a l o t h e r 
s p e c i e s — creamy-white C o l l i b i a a l b i p i l a t a , t h r e e s p e c i e s 
o f j e l l y - l i k e f u n g i , two y e l l o w and one w h i t e , and t h a t 
s m a l l r e l a t i v e o f common b i r d ' s — n e s t f ungus c a l l e d Sph-
a e r o b o l u s s t e l l a t u s , whose a b i l i t y t o " s h o o t " i t s s p o r e s 
as f a r as 14 f e e t , was t h e d e l i g h t o f t h e l a t e Dr.A.H.R. 
B u l L e r , one o f Canada's most eminent m y c o l o g i s t s . Dr. 
B u l l e r c a l l e d i t " t h e l a r g e s t , most p o w e r f u l and l o u d e s t 
o f a l l fungus guns". I n s p i t e o f t h i s f o r m i d a b l e a b i l i t y , 
t h e i r s m a l l s i z e p e r m i t s a c l u s t e r o f f o u r o r f i v e o f 
t h e s e f r u i t s t o s i t c o m f o r t a b l y between two s c a l e s o f a 
cone. 

I t s l a r g e r r e l a t i v e s , t h e p u f f - b a l l s ( L y c o p e r d o n p e r -
l a t u m ) , were q u i t e numerous on t h e f o r e s t f l o o r , and t h e r e 
were a l s o a few e a r t h - s t a r s (Geastrum t r i p l e x ) , v e r y n e a t 
and w e l l - g r o o m e d i n t h e i r b u f f c o a t s . 

E i g h t members o f t h e p o l y p o r e group were i d e n t i f i e d — 
v a r n i s h e d b r a c k e t (Ganoderma o r e g o n e n s i s ) , v e l v e t - t o p C P o l y -
p o r u s s c h w e i n i t z i i ) , t h e p i n e d e s t r o y e r (Fomes p i n i c o l a ) , 
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h oof fungus (Fomes f o m e n t a r i u s ) , and f o u r s m a l l e r s p e c i e s . 

Perhaps the most admired s p e c i e s were s c o t c h b o n n e t s 
(Marasmius b e l l i p e s ) , t h e i r maroon caps l i n e s w i t h b r o a d 
w h i t e g i l l s ; t i n y r e d and w h i t e mycena (Mycena f l a v o a l b a ) ; 
c r e s t e d l e p i o t a and t h r e e s p e c i e s o f c y s t o d e r m a , a l l wear­
i n g c r i s p " c o l l a r s " and gay h a t s ; s t o u t , r e d r u s s u l a s , so 
much a p p r e c i a t e d by s l u g s ; waxy l a c c a r i a s and handsome b i g 
b l u e - b o n n e t s ( T r i c h o l m a personatum) w i t h p a l e - l i l a c caps and 
v i o l e t g i l l s . 

B l u e - b o n n e t s a r e sonsy b i g specimens and some o f t h e 
men i n the p a r t y were e s p e c i a l l y p l e a s e d t o know t h e s e a r e 
e d i b l e . As a m a t t e r o f f a c t , a t l e a s t 9 0 % o f o u r w i l d 
mushrooms a r e e d i b l e , and v e r y few a r e known to be u n s a f e 
o r a c t u a l l y p o i s o n o u s . B u t do t a k e c a r e t o g e t " w e l l - a c ­
q u a i n t e d " ! Don't t r u s t t o l u c k . 

********* 

THE HAPPY FROG 
by J.W. Winson 

One l i t t l e c r e a t u r e , i l l c l a d f o r w i n t e r , has d e f i e d 
t h e N o r t h K i n g a l m o s t o p e n l y . The t r e e f r o g ( t o t h e s c i e n ­
t i f i c , P a c i f i c t r e e t o a d H y l a r e g i l l a ) i s the f r a i l e s t o f 
h i s f e l l o w s , so s o f t t h a t a f r o s t can snap him, so d e l e c t ­
a b l e t h a t a s c o r e o f b i r d and a n i m a l f o r a g e r s would make 
him a m o u t h f u l . Y e t , i n any o f o u r woods, when t h e h o a r ­
f r o s t i s o f f t h e dead l e a v e s , h i s v o i c e can be h e a r d . 

Whether i t i s a c r o a k i n g d e s i r e f o r warmer w e a t h e r , 
o r c h e e r f u l , i f husky, a p p r e c i a t i o n o f p r e s e n t clemency, 
th e h e a r e r may g u e s s . When th e l e a v e s a r e d i s t u r b e d , c a u s ­
i n g him t o move, h i s eye i s seen t o be b r i g h t l y happy, 
b u r n i s h e d w i t h b r i l l i a n c e o f s p r i n g exuberance a l r e a d y . 

Soon he w i l l l e a v e t h e woods and bushes f o r the ponds, 
h a v i n g e s c a p e d the s l e e p t h a t c o l d e r weather would have 
l a i d on him. He has l e n g t h e n e d h i s l i v i n g by t h e many 
r a i n y days t h a t k e p t him a c t i v e , and i f l i f e i s a boon, 
h i s w i n t e r c r o a k i n g must have been t h e g u r g l i n g o f t h a n k ­
f u l n e s s „ 

Food may be s c a n t y , b u t the beams t h a t b r i n g him com­
f o r t a l s o l u r e t h e f l y i n t o the open and q u i c k e n t h e s p i d e r , 
and b o t h a r e welcome to the l i t t l e f r o g o f the t r e e s . H i s 
c o l o u r may change from g r e e n to brown, so t h a t i t conforms 
t o h i s p e r c h . H i s t i n y t o e s have s u c t i o n pads t h a t 
c l i n g a u t o m a t i c a l l y . 
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He can make more n o i s e t h a n any o t h e r c r e a t u r e h i s 

s i z e . When he g e t s t o t h e s p r i n g mud, and t h e w a t e r warms 
to h i s c h e s t , h i s t h r o a t w i l l b a l l o o n o u t as b i g as h i s 
head, and a m i g h t y t r u m p e t i n g w i l l ensue. A dozen o f him 
w i l l waken th e marshy meadows, a c h o r u s w i l l shake t h e 
n i g h t shadows o f t h e woods u n t i l t h e t r e e s q u i v e r i n t o 
l e a f w i t h t h e m e l o d i o u s b u r b l i n g , 

3̂ - Ĵ C )|t ?f. ̂  

GINKGO, THE LIVING FOSSIL 
by D a v i d S t i r l i n g 

The G i n k g o , Ginkgo b i l o b a , o r m a i d e n h a i r t r e e , has 
t h e d i s t i n c t i o n o f b e i n g a s p e c i e s , genus, f a m i l y and 
c l a s s encompassed i n one l i v i n g t h i n g . I t i s t h e s o l e 
s u r v i v o r o f many s p e c i e s w h i c h o c c u r r e d o v e r most o f t h e 
e a r t h i n the c a r b o n i f e r o u s age. Whole l o g s o f G i n k g o , 
f o u r t o f i v e f e e t i n d i a m e t e r , can be s een i n t h e p e t r i ­
f i e d f o r e s t s o f W ashington and Oregon. 

Ginkgo p r o b a b l y owes i t s s u r v i v a l t o e a r l y t r e e wor­
s h i p i n a n c i e n t C h i n a . Europeans f o u n d G i n k g o s g r o w i n g 
a r o u n d B u d d i s t temples and tombs i n C h i n a and J a p a n , 
Some o f t h e s e t r e e s a r e o v e r one t h o u s a n d y e a r s o l d , one 
hundred f e e t t a l l and up t o t h i r t y f e e t i n g i r t h . W i l d 
G i n k g o s have n e v e r been found. 

The G i n k g o b e l o n g s to t h e Gymnosperms, b u t i t i s 
more c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e Cyads t h a n t o t h e C o n i f e r s , 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s easy as t h e r e a r e no s i m i l a r s p e c i e s . 
The s p a r s e l y b r a n c h e d t r e e s have d e c i d o u s l e a v e s , a l t e r ­
n a t e o r i n c l u s t e r s o f t h r e e t o f i v e , s l e n d e r s t a l k e d , 
f a n shaped and p a r a l l e l v e i n e d . Leaves t u r n a g o l d e n 
y e l l o w i n autumn. 

I n V i c t o r i a , s m a l l G i n k g o s , t e n t o f i f t e e n f e e t t a l l , 
can be seen on Quebec, Camosun and o t h e r s t r e e t s . I t i s 
a l s o commonly p l a n t e d i n many gardens i n t h i s c i t y . 

******* 

The c o n t e m p l a t i o n o f t h e works o f t h e C r e a t o r i s 
t h e h i g h e s t d e l i g h t o f t h e r a t i o n a l mind. I n them we 
r e a d , as i n a volume f r a u g h t w i t h e n d l e s s wonders, t h e 
u n l i m i t e d power and goodness o f t h a t B e i n g who, i n t h e 
f o r m a t i o n o f Atoms, and o f W o r l d s , has a l i k e d i s p l a y e d 
u n f a t h o m a b l e Wisdom. ( A b e l Ingpen, 1827) 


