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OUR _COVER

This is our summer thrush, arriving towards the end of
April and the beginning of May., It nests here, and probab-
ly raises only one brood. By the time September comes in
all have departed south again.

In appearance, as Frank Beebe's drawing indicates, it
is very similar to the old country song thrush, and the
local hermit thrush, which winters, somewhat sparingly,
around Victoria.

They are quite common in their season, but oftener
heard than seen, their low clear whistle betraying their
whereabouts.

The description, as follows, given in W, L, Dawson's
"Birds of California' is interesting: "“This bird is the
happy incarnation of the underforest, the authentic dryad
of the Farther West; for wherever shaded waters empty into
the blue Pacific, the shifting browns of this bird's upper
parts melt and blend with the tints of fallen leaves, dun
roots and the shadows of tree-boles cast on the brown ashes
of fallen comrades. Not content, either, with such protec-
tive guarantee, this gentle spirit clings to cover, and
reveals itself only as a flitting shade and a haunting
voice."

Ornithologists have had considerable trouble naming
this bird. At one time or another it has had three names:
russet-back, olive-back, and Swainson thrush. For the
time being the latter is its official name, Probably these
birds have more geographical variations in plumage than
most birds,

The oldest bird book in the Society's library here is
one written by William Rogers Lord, published in 1901, in
which it is called the russet-back. This small book has a
curious dedication. "To all bird lovers, especially to the
'Knights and Ladies of the Birds' in the cities, towns and
schools, and also to all those who shall come to find in
the birds ministers of beauty and joy."
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Owing to a mixup of cuts, for which the writer must ac-
cept responsibility, the bird shown on the cover is an
Emperor goose, and not a white-fronted. The Emperor goose
is a very casual visitor to these parts, though it has
been occasionally identified near Victoria.

A. R. D

BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURE COUNCIL

The formation of a provincial nature council to give
British Columbia naturalists a unified voice in conserva-
tion matters was approved in principle by representatives
of seven natural history societies at a meeting at the Pro-
vincial Museum on February 23rd.

Further steps to form this council will be taken at a
meeting in Kelowna on May 11th.

We agreed that this council is desirable, not only for
conservation, but to co-ordinate the activities of natural-
ist groups throughout the province, and to aid in the for-
mation of new natural history groups.

Attending this meeting were the following:

Arthur Morton and Bruce Devitt, of the Cowichan Valley

Naturalist Society, Duncan.

Dr. J,E. Armstrong, Dr. V.C. Brink and J.Y. Neild, repre-

senting the Vancouver Natural History Society, Vancouver.

Dr. H.J. Hocking, Dr. Gwen Bray and Mrs Harold Lamoureux,

the Central Okanagan NaturalistClub, Kelowna.

James Grant, North Okanagan NaturalistClub, Vernon.

Jack McDougald, of the South Okanagan Naturalist Club,
P©ni"tic to"

Dr. G.C. Carl and Mrs,Gladys E.Soulsby acted as representa-

tives both of the Victoria Natural History Society and the

Thetis Park Nature Sanctuary Association, Victoria.

Mr. P.J. Croft, our President, was also present, as were

York Edwards and David Stirling from the Provincial Parks

Branch.

The next meeting, as mentioned above, will be held in
Kelowna on May 11th and 12th, and the Central Okanagan Club
would like some members of our Society to go as observers
along with our official delegate.

The month of May 1is a wonderful time of year in the
Okanagan, and | would advise our members to take advantage
of this opportunity. Cars can be taken and expenses kept
down. The Kelowna members will give us overnight billets
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and a field trip on Sunday morning along with the Vernon
people.

Please consider this invitation and letme know by the
next meeting of this society, April 9th.

Gladys S. Soulsby
Chairman

IRA EDMUND CORNWALL (1875 - 1962)

At the close of our Society"s year 1tis fitting to pay
tribute to a former member, the late Mr. 1. E. Cornwall, who
died on August 6 last, in his 88th year.

Although he was best known as an authority on the Cir-
repedia (barnacles), Mr. Cornwall was also keenly interested
in the rocks, minerals and fossils of the southern Vancouver
Island region, especiallyin his earlier period when he
lived at William Head where for many years he was resident
engineer at the Quarantine Station. Here he commenced a
study of the local rock formations as a hobby, and soon be-
came associated with Archdeacon Robert Connell, who was also
a keen student of nature. The two friends eventually spent
much of their spare time together in the field. They en-
joyed many holidays working over the Sooke fossil beds near
the mouth of Muir Creek, work which did much to bring this
area to the notice of palaeontologists in other parts of the
world. Several undescribed species of extinct animals were
discovered, including a sea-cow which was subsequently
named Cornwallius sookensis 1in tribute to Mr. Cornwall; 1in
further recognition of his accomplishments he was made a
Fellow of the Royal Geological Society.

About 1920 Ned Cornwall became interested in marine life
first working with sponges and then with barnacles, which he
soon discovered were poorly known although of great 1impor-
tance 1in shipping. The remainder of his long life was de-
voted to their study, first as a hobby, and then, on his re-
tirement from his post at the Quarantine Station in 1935, as
a full-time research project. For a few years he worked at
the Hopkins Marine Station at Pacific Grove, California,
where he examined and identified the entire collection of
barnacles sent to him from the National Museum in Washington
D.C.

Over the years he had published numerous papers on
whale barnacles, systematics, anatomy, and new species, and
more recently he contributed a popular guide to British Co-
lumbia barnacles which appears in the Museum Handbook series



