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The distribution of mammals in British Columbia is of
considerable interest to many of us who live here, and the
presence of some animals and the absence of others certain-
ly arouses our curiosity.

For instance, the wolf is indigenous to Vancouver Is-
land, though i tis a different sub-species to those on the
mainland. But on the island we have no coyotes or native
foxes. There are wolverines but no skunks; marmots, but
no chipmunks or ground squirrels; mice and voles, but no
moles; black bears, but no grizzlies; elk and deer, but no
moose, mountain goat or sheep; (some goats were introduced
in the Cowichan Lake area). We have the beaver, but no
rauskrat (these were also introduced). No rabbits or hares,
bobcat, lynx or fisher, but we have raccoons, martens, mink
and weasel. There are similar habitats on the island to
those on the mainland where most of these animals are found.

Thinking maybe the geologists could help solve the
problem, we went to Mr. Marrion, who informed us that in
this part of the world the ice, having reached i tsmost
southern advance about 10,000 years ago, started to recede,
and as a warmer climate slowly prevailed, the animals gra-
dually made their way north.

At that time the ice was possibly about 3,000 feet
thick, and this enormous weight caused the land masses to
be depressed, and, as the weight lifted, the land rose
again, and the sea with it. It is possible therefore that
this mass of ice, with much glacial till on top, formed a
bridge, joining the mainland to the islands, providing
passage for living creatures including certain of the mam-
mals.

This, of course, does not answer al lour questions,
but i t does give us a reasonable hypothesis as to how the
islands became populated, or repopulated, with some of the
animals found on the mainland, as during the ice age, the
islands must have been a mass of very thick ice, with no
life present at all.
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