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RED-LEGGED FROG 

The red-legged f r o g (Rana aurora) i s the only true f r o g 
n a t i v e to Vancouver I s l a n d . Two other s i m i l a r n a t i v e amphi­
bians are a l s o present, the P a c i f i c t r e e - t o a d (Hyla r e g i l l a ) 
and the northwestern toad (Bufo boreas) and these three 
creatures are o f t e n confused. 

A c t u a l l y the three are e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d . The red-
l e g , as the name i m p l i e s , has crimson on the under s i d e of 
the hind legs and on the f l a n k s , a c o l o u r p a t t e r n not found 
i n e i t h e r the tree-toad or toad. Moreover, a d u l t s are con­
s i d e r a b l y l a r g e r than tree-toads and more slender i n the 
body. Although they may approach the northwestern toad i n 
s i z e red-legs have a smooth s k i n (not warty as i n the toad) 
and have p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y longer hind l e g s . Because of the 
l a t t e r they leap i n s t e a d of hop. 

Red-legged frogs p r e f e r the banks of streams and lakes 
as h a b i t a t though they may wander some di s t a n c e from water 
when fora g i n g . When s t a r t l e d they take o f f i n a s e r i e s o f 
leaps p r e f e r a b l y i n t o the water where they disappear by 
swimming r a p i d l y to the bottom. I f the observer i s p a t i e n t 
i n due course the frog may be seen r i s i n g to the surface 
where i t may be e a s i l y captured i n a net. Apparently they 
do not croak, at l e a s t no one has noted a v o i c e i n our 
l o c a l f r o g s . 

Captured red-legged frogs soon s e t t l e down and l e a r n 
to take worms, i n s e c t s and other l i v i n g food. Two i n d i v i ­
duals died of extreme o l d age a f t e r eleven and t h i r t e e n 
years i n c a p t i v i t y . 
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GEOLOGY 

ARTICLE No.2 - HOLLAND POINT TO PATH AT PADDON ROAD 
by Mr. A. H„ Marrion. 

In the f i r s t a r t i c l e mention was made of the i n t r u s i o n 
of the C o l q u i t z Gneiss i n to the Wark Gneiss. At a l a t e r 
date, i n J u r a s s i c time, another large outpouring of molten 
rock or magma came up from the depths of the ea r t h , and, 
a f t e r invading the surface rocks and the e a r l i e r i n t r u s i v e s , 
s l o w l y cooled and c r y s t a l l i z e d . This rock i s now exposed 
i n the greater part of Saanich peninsula north of Elk Lake 
and i n Esquimalt. I t i s a l i g h t coloured, medium-grained 
rock, r e a d i l y recognized along the shores of North Saanich. 
I t may be seen as a replacement of the o l d roof rocks, or 
as dykes of va r y i n g width p e n e t r a t i n g them. 

Holland P o i n t i s i n t e r e s t i n g , because i t i s a good ex­
posure of a rock "complex", showing the i n t r u s i o n s of the 
p r e v i o u s l y mentioned rocks. 

Further up the path, the general f l a t surface of the 
land i s i n t e r e s t i n g , w i t h i t s slope to west and south. I f 
produced seaward the surface would reach sea l e v e l from 
Clover P o i n t along the chain of sm a l l i s l a n d s to Brochie 
Ledge, a great l o s s of good land. Did f i v e or more la r g e 
boulders r e s t i n g on the surface of t h i s o l d r a i s e d beach, 
once present a scene l i k e that at Mount Douglas Park beach 
today? 

About 100 f e e t east of the p o i n t the b l u f f i s about 
30 f e e t high. The upper part of the t i l l i s capped w i t h 
about 3 f e e t of f i n e c l a y ( w h i t i s h when dry) covered w i t h 
i j f e e t of f i n e sand (white when p u r i f i e d ) . A l a r g e block 
of Wark Gneiss exposed i n the t i l l i s al s o i n t e r e s t i n g , 
because the lower s i d e i s smooth and s t r i a t e d or scratched. 
(When?) A short distance away there i s another large e r r a ­
t i c . These boulders were dropped e a r l i e r than those on 
the s u r f a c e . In l i n e w i t h Government S t r e e t , now hidden 
by the sea w a l l , the t i l l was seen a t one time to contain 
a l a r g e assortment of cobble stones of good s i z e . 

The c l a y at the top at t h i s p o i n t t h i c k e n s , and i s 
covered w i t h 18 inches of bedded g r a v e l and 12 inches of 
sand. As the shore contour bends inwards a t the pathway, 
the c l a y bed thickens to about 8 f e e t and i s covered w i t h 
about 8 inches of sand. The c l a y colour i s b l u i s h to 
tan. 
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BIRDERS AND BOTANISTS 
by J.M. Barnett 
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One day t h i s summer we went out w i t h a group of members 
to Munn Road, and j u s t before a r r i v i n g at the end of no­
where, we parked the cars and walked up what looked l i k e an 
o l d wagon road of a century ago. The land here appeared to 
have been burnt over some time ago, f o r a number of b l a c k ­
ened trunks were standing, l i k e totem poles i n an Indian 
graveyard. 

Along the way some of the members declared they heard 
a 9peep* or a " c h i r p ' , and t h i s was g e n e r a l l y an occasion 
f o r a h a l t but no one saw the b i r d . At l a s t , w i t h a shout 
of triumph one member pointed to a dead t r e e and announced 
a mourning dove. Then a couple of b i r d s f l y i n g round an 
o l d and high stump were pointed out, and we were t o l d they 
were a p a i r of purple m a r t i n . 

G e t t i n g a l i t t l e discouraged w i t h the b i r d s we decided 
we had b e t t e r look at the p l a n t s . At l e a s t they were c l o s e 
at hand, and we could examine them at l e i s u r e , without them 
disappearing. 

Our f i r s t chance came when a member found a small p l a n t 
about nine inches t a l l . I t had a s i n g l e magenta s t a l k and 
about e i g h t , round, magenta buds, the bottom two of which 
had j u s t opened. Nobody knew what i t was but one of our 
group, a f t e r l o o k i n g i t over c a r e f u l l y , ventured the o p i n i o n 
that i t was a p y r o l a . He added however th a t he had never 
seen a p y r o l a i n such dry s o i l , nor one without leaves. 

As the b i r d s had been a washout we decided we would 
l i k e to know what t h i s was, so decided to run down to h i s 
place that evening. When we a r r i v e d he showed us a b e a u t i ­
f u l l i t t l e c o l o r e d sketch of a py r o l a s t a l k and t o l d us i t s 
name was P. u l i g i n o s a , and that i t had round leaves. We 
reminded him that the p l a n t we saw di d n ' t have any leaves, 
and that i n the sketch the flower s t a l k was green, and the 
flowers had long tongues hanging down. So we phoned a lady 
expert, and she t o l d us to look at the P r o v i n c i a l handbook 
on the heather f a m i l y . This was too much - what had p y r o l a 
to do w i t h heather? However, on examining the book we found 
that the pyro l a s d i d belong to the heather f a m i l y , and that 
nine species were recorded i n B r i t i s h Columbia. Going i n to 
the matter f u r t h e r we found one which was l e a f l e s s . Turning 
to i t we found the name P.aphylla attached to one which does 
not have f o l i a g e other than a few p i n k i s h b r a c t s on the scape. 
I t t herefore draws i t s nourishment from decayed organic matter 

So what s t a r t e d out as a simple s t r o l l i n the country turned i n t o an i n v o l v e d search f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . 
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THE COMMON LOON 

by W.A.B. Paul , Kleena Kleene 

Once I v i s i t e d a remote lake ( P e a r l Lake at the head of 
Oyster R i v e r ) . On a r r i v a l , when I stepped out of the t r e e s 
on to the shore, the only s i g n of l i f e was two loons.Within 
a few seconds one of these took o f f , c i r c l e d two or three 
times to gain height, and disappeared. He f i g u r e d the place 
was g e t t i n g too crowded. 

This may be an exaggeration, but along the coast i n 
wi n t e r , or on a lake i n summer, the loon l i k e s p l e n t y of 
room. In f a c t , i t sometimes seems that a f t e r the young are 
h a l f grown the f a m i l y s p l i t s up, one young going w i t h each 
parent. About the only time you may see s e v e r a l loons t o ­
gether i s during m i g r a t i o n . 

They a r r i v e i n the i n t e r i o r r i g h t a f t e r the i c e d i s a p ­
pears, and leave s h o r t l y before freeze-up, spending a t 
l e a s t h a l f t h e i r time on the coast. 

They are good swimmers, and do much of t h e i r f i s h i n g i n 
some f o r t y f e e t o f water. On one occasion I came across 
a f a m i l y of loons i n a bay. The wind was toward them, so 
I l e t the boat d r i f t . As I approached one of the parents 
came out past me and t r i e d to a t t r a c t my a t t e n t i o n . When 
t h i s f a i l e d , the other parent j o i n e d i t , and one or both 
kept c a l l i n g , presumably to the young, which were perhaps 
f i v e weeks o l d . Soon, to my s u r p r i s e , the young b i r d s 
went i n t o a c t i o n a l s o . Keeping w i t h i n a few f e e t of each 
other and swimming under water, every twenty seconds o r so 
s u r f a c i n g f o r a couple of seconds, they swam w i t h i n twenty 
f e e t of the boat, doing about ten knots. They apparently 
knew how to keep d i r e c t i o n , but i n s t e a d of j o i n i n g the 
parents they struck o f f down the channel and disappeared. 
The parents e v i d e n t l y knew where they were, and i n due 
course j o i n e d them. 

Book Review - "SILENT SPRING" 
Rachel Carson, whose books "The sea around us' and 'The 

edge of the sea" are w e l l known to most people, has w r i t t e n 
another book, e n t i t l e d ' S i l e n t S p r i n g'. F i r s t published as 
a s e r i e s of a r t i c l e s i n the 'New Yorker' l a s t June, i t i s 
now i s s u e d i n book form by the Houghton M i f f l i n Company. 
Copies of the 'New Yorker' c o n t a i n i n g these a r t i c l e s were 
sent me by our member Mrs Dorothy Palmer, and I found them 
exceedingly i n t e r e s t i n g , and I must confess r a t h e r t e r r i f y i n g 

37 
Here she gives a v i v i d p i c t u r e of the use and misuse 

of chemical p e s t i c i d e s that are p o l l u t i n g our s o i l s and 
waters, d e s t r o y i n g w i l d l i f e , and probably c r e a t i n g s e r i ­
ous long-range hazards to man him s e l f . Tens of thousands 
of b i r d s are being exterminated annually, to say nothing o f 
the mammals, f i s h , i n s e c t s and other w i l d l i f e , by the wide­
spread use of these poisons. She asks - "Who has made the 
de c i s i o n that sets i n motion these chains of poisonings, 
t h i s ever-widening wave of death...?" 

We b i r d students are much d i s t u r b e d by the d i m i n i s h i n g 
number of b i r d s found on our outings around V i c t o r i a . My 
personal records show that many spe c i e s , mostly the v a l u a ­
b l e small b i r d s , are considerably l e s s i n number than i n 
former years, and I can only a s c r i b e the cause to the f a c t 
that so much spraying i s being done on our lawns, flower 
beds, road s i d e s , farms and f o r e s t s . 

As a comment on t h i s , I had a l e t t e r l a s t week from 
our member and c o n t r i b u t o r Mr. W. Mackay Draycot of North 
Vancouver. He w r i t e s : - "Two weeks ago I v i s i t e d a lake, 
one mile long by three quarters of a mi l e wide. During 
our stay of about an hour and a h a l f we were astounded by 
the e n t i r e absence of l i f e . Not one b i r d , s q u i r r e l , c h i p ­
munk, or other. No, not even a crow. A man and h i s w i f e 
returned from f i s h i n g . As he p u l l e d h i s boat up on the 
bank I asked him i f he had caught anything. "Not even a 
b i t e " he s a i d . The lake had been poisoned and restocked 
w i t h f i n g e r l i n g t r o u t three years ago". 

In the same m a i l as Mr. Draycot's l e t t e r came a pam­
ph l e t from the Canada Department of A g r i c u l t u r e , on how to 
destroy the tuber f l e a b e e t l e on Vancouver I s l a n d . I t 
i n s t r u c t s as follows? "Use D.D.T. or Thiodan every ten days 
u n t i l August 20th, or u n t i l the p l a n t s die or are k i l l e d . 
As many as 7 or 8 a p p l i c a t i o n s may be needed." Is i t any 
wonder we refuse to purchase commercially grown potatoes? 
As a personal note may I add that i n f o r t y years of garden­
ing on Vancouver I s l a n d sprays were n e i t h e r needed or used. 

S i l e n t Spring i s not a book w r i t t e n by a j o u r n a l i s t 
who has gathered a mixture of f a c t s and f i c t i o n to alarm 
the p u b l i c , but a s e r i o u s , w e l l documented and thou g h t f u l 
book on the many dangers inherent i n the use of these 
governmentally recommended poisons. Miss Carson's suc­
cess as an author tends to overshadow her background as a 
s c i e n t i s t . She has been a member of the zoology s t a f f of 
the U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland; a b i o l o g i s t w i t h the U.S.Bureau 
of F i s h e r i e s , and e d i t o r i n c h i e f of the U.S.Fish and 
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W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e . 

This book w i l l be purchased f o r the S o c i e t y ' s l i b r a r y , 
and so made a v a i l a b l e to our members who are i n t e r e s t e d i n 
t h i s v i t a l s u b j e c t . 

A.R.D. 

NOTES FROM OSOYOOS 

Our membership i s somewhat s c a t t e r e d . While most 
l i v e i n V i c t o r i a or the v i c i n i t y , others are l o c a t e d i n 
S e a t t l e , Vancouver, Montreal and i n C a l i f o r n i a , e t c . 

We had a l e t t e r from our Osoyoos member the other day, 
and she reports t h i s has been a bumper year f o r the mantis. 
Her i n t e r e s t i s i n s e c t s , and she r e p o r t s that when her hus­
band put a black l i g h t i n t h e i r orchard, o s t e n s i b l y to c o l ­
l e c t c o d l i n g moths, i t caught something of everything t h a t 
was on the wing, i n c l u d i n g some unrecorded s p e c i e s , but, 
strange to say, not a s i n g l e c o d l i n g moth. 

She t e l l s the f o l l o w i n g s t o r y , which may seem out of 
place i n a magazine l i k e t h i s , but r e a l l y very n a t u r a l 
h i s t o r y . (Our correspondent, Mrs. Pam F i e l d , works at the 
Canadian Customs) 

"A very l i t t l e Old Lady was ushered i n t o the o f f i c e at 
the customs (where our member works) the other day by four 
huge men - her grandsons. When asked what they wanted, i t 
was discovered t h a t 'Gran' was to c l a i m a T o u r i s t ' s Exemp­
t i o n . They a l l helped her to f i l l up the form, and one of 
them informed me proudly that 'Gran' would be 92 next 
b i r t h d a y , that they were a l l loggers and that they took 
'Gran' f o r a h o l i d a y every year. This year to the World's 
F a i r . F i n a l l y 'Gran's' shaky hand was guided onto the l i n e 
f o r the s i g n a t u r e , and she signed her name. Her Exemption 
read - $12.00 i n miscellaneous and $8.00 i n l i q u o r . "What's 
the M i s c e l l a n e o u s ? " I enquired. "Eh" s a i d 'Gran'. " T e l l 
her what you bought 'Gran' roared one of the s t a l w a r t s . 
"Two double b i t t e d axes and a b o t t l e of whisky" quavered 
'Gran'. " 

A.R.D. 

DOCENTS AT THE PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 
39 

by Gladys Soulsby 

At the Annual Meeting i n May i t was suggested that our 
S o c i e t y c a l l f o r volunteers to be "DOCENTS" at the Museum 
during J u l y and August. This of course, had been t a l k e d 
over w i t h Dr. C a r l , the D i r e c t o r of the Museum. He t h o r ­
oughly approved of the scheme and was anxious to make the 
experiment. The d i c t i o n a r y e x p l a i n s "Docent:- an unqual­
i f i e d person who helps to teach; a t u t o r . " A f t e r the meet­
i n g twelve volunteered and t h i s we f e l t was an e x c e l l e n t 
response. 

At the end of June we got the v o l u n t e e r s together and 
Dr. C a r l gave us a two-hour " B r i e f i n g " over the contents 
of the three f l o o r s of the Museum, and t o l d us we were "on 
our own" ! He had green ribbon badges made w i t h a space 
f o r each i n d i v i d u a l ' s name and the words " V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l 
H i s t o r y S o c i e t y Volunteer Guide" p r i n t e d thereon. 

No d e f i n i t e schedule was set up, the day of the week, 
time of day and the p e r i o d of duty being l e f t to each i n d i ­
v i d u a l . B u s i e s t periods were during J u l y and August when 
great numbers of t o u r i s t s came to V i c t o r i a , presumedly as 
a r e s u l t of the S e a t t l e World's F a i r . A signboard was pro­
v i d e d and we could a d v e r t i s e time of "Tour", but, most of 
the Docents found that people p r e f e r r e d to browse around 
alone. Some Docents remained i n t h e i r own f a v o r i t e s e c t i o n , 
b i r d s , i n s e c t s , B.C. Indians, e t c . , and made i n d i v i d u a l 
contacts. We met very i n t e r e s t i n g people from a l l over the 
world who seemed gl a d to meet some of the l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s 
and t a l k to them and we found that our knowledge of n a t u r a l 
h i s t o r y was very much increased by the experience. 

Some n i c e things were s a i d by the v i s i t o r s and we hope 
that many of them would agree w i t h one from New York who 
s a i d t h a t , "the Docents had helped her and made t h i s Museum 
a warm, f r i e n d l y place when u s u a l l y they are so c o l d and 
dead!" 

The l a d i e s engaged i n t h i s s u c c e s s f u l experiment were 
as f o l l o w s ; Mrs. Grace B e l l , Mrs. Greta Ferguson, Mrs. A. 
G. G o s l i n g , Mrs. H. G. Hobson, Miss M u r i e l Henderson, Miss 
Enid Lemon, Mrs. Gladys Soulsby, Mrs. M. Slocombe, Mrs. 
M. S e n d a l l , Mrs. Mary Winstone and Mrs. Mary Winstanley. 
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THE THOMAS FRANCIS PARK 

by Freeman King 

During the past month we have had over three hundred 
v i s i t o r s to the nature house and around the t r a i l s . 

The d i s p l a y s are changed every two weeks, so that 
there w i l l always be something new f o r the people to see. 

During the recent storms some damage was done to the 
tr e e s i n the park. On T r a i l Three, c l o s e to the c l e a r i n g 
of the power right-of-way, where the wind could get i n i t s 
f u l l sweep, some a l d e r s , cedars and grand f i r s were blown 
down. This blocked the t r a i l . On T r a i l Two a couple of 
Douglas f i r s were toppled. Also a l l the t r a i l s were 
covered w i t h debris from the pruning that nature gave the 
park. A l l debris has been removed and the t r a i l s r e ­
opened by the concentrated e f f o r t o f the j u n i o r s who v o l ­
unteered to forego t h e i r o u t ing to work and clean up. I t i s 
w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n and pleasure t h a t I can say that the job 
was very w e l l done. 

There was no damage to the nature house or to the 
c a b i n . Mr. Dumbleton has kept the parking l o t and grounds 
i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . He has r e p a i n t e d the cabin, and 
has kept the record of r a i n f a l l i n the park. 

We are s o r r y t h a t Mr. P. J . C r o f t has had to r e s i g n 
from the park board owing to h i s being moved to Vancouver 
w i t h the B. C. Power A u t h o r i t y . Mr. W. Morgan has consented 
to take h i s place and we welcome him aboard. 

BIRD FIELD TRIP OCT. 13th 
by Tom B r i g g s 

L o c a t i o n ; I s l a n d View Beach and M a r t i n d a l e Road, Saanich. 
Typhoon Freda blew i t s e l f out, l e a v i n g the next day 

calm, c l e a r and warm. 
Many p i p i t s were seen; g o l d f i n c h e s q u i t e numerous yet. 

A short-eared owl was seen by a f o r t u n a t e few. Two long-
b i l l e d marsh wrens were seen f l e e t i n g l y . I t i s hoped they 
w i l l stay f o r the Christmas count. One r i n g - b i l l e d g u l l 
was Seen (uncommon here). I t s plumage was i almost com­
p l e t e l y white, making a s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t to other g u l l s , 
e s p e c i a l l y to the very dark Heerman. 

White-crowned sparrows were seen on M a r t i n d a l e . Some 
g e n e r a l l y stay thereabouts during the w i n t e r . 

S i g h t i n g of Sabine g u l l s caused q u i t e a s t i r . Some 
were too f a r out f o r a good s i g h t i n g , even through 25X scope. 
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Two mature b i r d s were seen on driftwood a few hundred yards 
out, but an immature Sabine landed almost at the f e e t of 
the group. Paying no a t t e n t i o n to them, i t searched f o r 
food much a f t e r the manner of a Boneparte g u l l . Some snap­
shots were taken to make a good s i g h t r e c o r d . This a r c t i c 
g u l l i s uncommon here, at any r a t e , to be seen from land. 
For most of the group i t was a " l i f e r " . For a l l i t was a 
" t h r i l l e r " , h e l p i n g to make the day a success. 

Seventy species of b i r d s were seen by the twenty-five 
members present. 

JUNIOR JOTTINGS 
by Freeman King 

The past month has been one of many a c t i v i t i e s w i t h 
the J u n i o r Branch. 

F i e l d t r i p s to Bear H i l l , the Old West Road, and to 
Mr. Turner's farm at Goldstream have shown us many d i f f e r ­
ent types of nature s u b j e c t s . 

On the t r i p to Bear H i l l we n o t i c e d how t h i s year's 
growth of Garry oak, ocean spray and other shrubs has been 
changed owing to the new h a b i t a t which was brought about 
by the c l e a r i n g of the t r a i l . The e x t r a space and the ad­
d i t i o n a l s u n l i g h t created much new growth, and the abun­
dance of potash from the c l e a r i n g f i r e s i t e s a l l added to 
the strong and v i r i l e growth of these p l a n t s . 

At the Turner farm many types of s p i d e r s were found 
along the d r a i n i n g d i t c h e s and under the o l d straw i n the 
f i e l d s . 

The t r i p to the Old West Road on the western slopes 
of Mount Newton was remarkable f o r the many v a r i e t i e s o f 
fungi which were found. We a l s o n o t i c e d an arbutus grove 
here where the trees were clean and s t r a i g h t , w h i l e the 
dogwood seeds l a y l i k e a red carpet on the ground. 

We have drawn up a new schedule f o r the car pool, c a l l ­
i n g about once every s i x weeks f o r each parent to take t u r n 
i n d r i v i n g . We are very g r a t e f u l to those who so w i l l i n g l y 
g i v e t h e i r time to help us go on our f i e l d e x p e d i t i o n s . 

A l l members of the j u n i o r group are reminded that the 
time f o r our annual d i s p l a y i s g e t t i n g c l o s e r , and I would 
ask them to keep up t h e i r c o l l e c t i n g i n readiness. I t i s 
planned to h o l d i t e a r l y i n January. 
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WINTER-SONG 

by Mr. J . W„ Winson 

Cynics have s a i d that the n i g h t i n g a l e i s famous only 
because i t sings when other b i r d s have ceased; as i f that 
i n i t s e l f were not fame enough. They have d e c r i e d the 
s k y l a r k ' s witchery because i t takes advantage over the 
other b i r d s and sings out i n the open sky; which i s simply 
witchery beyond the others. 

Had they ever n o t i c e d the song sparrow's charming 
winter-song they could b r i n g out the same s t u p i d o b j e c t i o n 
that i t i s d e l i g h t f u l only because no other b i r d s are s i n g 
i n g , and the o b j e c t i o n can be neglected f o r what i t i s 
worth. 

Were e i t h e r the n i g h t i n g a l e or the s k y l a r k to r a i s e 
tongue i n r i v a l r y , the song sparrow would have no audience 
They are not here, of course, but were the t a l e n t e d mock­
i n g b i r d of the north - that v e r s a t i l e c a t b i r d - to r i s e 
a g a i n s t him, the sparrow would be s i l e n c e d . I f the canary 
v o i c e d bunting of turquoise coat were to s i n g near the 
sparrow, the "melodious" one would be outsung. But t h i s 
i s w i n t e r ; they are not here; the song sparrow i s . 

"Song" must be put before t h i s sparrow c o n t i n u a l l y , 
not only because he i s a s i n g i n g sparrow, but a l s o to d i s ­
t i n g u i s h him from the immigrant European b i r d known as 
"Domestic", "House", or " E n g l i s h " sparrow; the b i r d of 
c h a t t e r , of no song, of no f r i e n d s , of whom the c y n i c s may 
say what they w i l l . 

When spring-song returns and r o b i n s are f i l l i n g the 
hearts of the poets, meadowlarks are peaking from every 
fence, thrushes are s i n g i n g the sun to rest, and warblers 
are c h o r a l i n the l e a f y t r e e s , the song sparrow i s lowly 
as the bush he nests i n , and that i s always c l o s e to the 
ground. Modest he ever i s ; meek and i n h e r i t i n g the w i n t e r 
e a r t h ; s t a y i n g near house and garden company and b e t t e r 
f a r i n g , and rewarding r i c h l y those who have ears to hear. 

I t i s a memory of sunny days when brooks are r i p p l i n g 
and flowers are laughing w i t h the soft breeze; when leaves 
are t e a s i n g the sunbeams w i t h c i r c l i n g shadows on the 
g r a s s ; when a l l h u r t i n g and d e s t r o y i n g t h i n g s are absent, 
and only f r i e n d l i n e s s f l i t s from bush to bush down the 
streamway. 

The b i l l s c a r c e l y opens, the t h r o a t does not pulse, 
the feathers q u i v e r , but the brown spot on the b i r d ' s 
b r e a s t , between the many brown s t r e a k i n g s , i s not r u f f l e d . 
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There i s no passion i n the song; they are only p i c t u r e notes 
st o r e d away i n the seasons gone, r e f i n e d of a l l that was 
h u r t f u l , f e a r f u l or angry; an Indian summer review of by­
gone heat w i t h beauty remaining; a t r i c k l i n g , r i p p l i n g , 
melting,of i c i c l e s i n the warmth of a t r u s t e d sun. 

Whatever winter had done of h u r t or hunger i s f o r g o t ­
ten i n t h i s f l u t i n g ; a l l b i t t e r n e s s i s chuckled away; 
nothing harsh or p l a i n t i v e remains; the sweetness of con­
tent i s s i l v e r e d w i t h the cheerfulness of hope. 

A WHALE OF AN OBSERVATION 
by J . M. Barnett 

I t was r a i n i n g when we a r r i v e d at C l o v e r P o i n t at noon 
on September 28th, but we f i g u r e d the inclement weather 
would not discourage the b i r d s . 

We were not disappointed, because as Alan Poynter and 
myself sat i n the car and ate lunch, we saw four p a r a s i t i c 
jaegers, a Heerman and a r i n g - b i l l e d g u l l . 

By the time we had f i n i s h e d e a t i n g , the r a i n had s t o p ­
ped and as Alan stepped out of the car and looked to the 
west he shouted " K i l l e r whales". 

As we turned our glasses toward F i n l a y s o n P o i n t we saw 
the small school of these mammals approaching. Our f i r s t 
quick count was seven, and we f i g u r e d that i f they h e l d 
t h e i r course they should pass very c l o s e to where we were 
standing. 

They were swimming along at a l e i s u r e l y pace, and as 
they came nearer, a l t e r n a t e l y s u r f a c i n g and submerging, we 
found our f i r s t estimate of t h e i r numbers was low, and that 
there were f i f t e e n a l l t o l d . 

Excitement ran high as two l a r g e ones, which seemed 
to be a p a i r , came w i t h i n about one hundred yards of the 
p o i n t , while the remainder, which i n c l u d e d two or three I ^ i -
l a r g e males, some females and the r e s t s m a l l e r ones of v a r y ­
ing s i z e s , were about two hundred yards away. 

They r e a l l y f a s c i n a t e d us as we watched the t i p s of 
t h e i r d o r s a l f i n s show f i r s t , then, i n slow motion, they 
would s u r f a c e ; t h e i r backs would show and f i n a l l y t h e i r 
heads would appear. They were so c l o s e we could see t h e i r 
eyes, the f i n e spray of water that shot up when they blew, 
and the white marking on the face, behind the eye. Then 
they would sink out of s i g h t j u s t as s l o w l y as they had 
surfaced, only to appear again a few minutes l a t e r . 

Alan estimated the l a r g e s t one to be about twenty f e e t 
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i n length and to have a d o r s a l f i n of about s i x f e e t . 

C e r t a i n l y i t looked l i k e a good s i z e d boat going by w i t h a 
great black s a i l spread to the breeze. 

We watched them as they slowly swam away and then 
suddenly remembered Mr. & Mrs. Davidson who were parked at 
the top end of the p o i n t l o o k i n g toward D a l l a s Road. For­
t u n a t e l y we got to them i n time and we were a l l able to 
watch them u n t i l they disappeared near T r i a l I s l a n d . 

These were the f i r s t k i l l e r whales the w r i t e r had 
seen, and because we had such a c l o s e and s p l e n d i d view 
of them, you w i l l have to agree t h a t we have seen a whale 
of a s i g h t . 

CONSERVATION 
A farm j o u r n a l d i s p l a y e d a p i c t u r e of a deserted farm­

house i n a g u l l i e d f i e l d on the p r a i r i e s . The e d i t o r o f ­
f e r e d a p r i z e f o r the best hundred word d e s c r i p t i o n of the 
p i c t u r e . An Indian took the p r i z e w i t h t h i s accounts-

" P i c t u r e show white man crazy. Cut down t r e e s . Make 
b i g t i p i . Plow h i l l . Water wash. Wind blow s o i l . Grass 
gone. Door gone. Window gone. Whole place gone. Buck 
gone. Squaw gone. Papoose too. No chuck-away. No p i g s . 
No corn. No plow. No hay. No pony. 

Indian no plow land. Keep grass. B u f f a l o eat grass. 
Indian eat b u f f a l o . Hide make t i p i . Make moccasin. Indian 
no make t e r r a c e . No b u i l d dam. A l l time eat. No hunt job. 
No h i t c h - h i k e . No ask r e l i e f . No shoot p i g . Great S p i r i t 
make grass. Indian no waste anything. Indian no work. 
White man l o c o " . 

Tom B r i g g s copied t h i s item out of the book "Canada's 
W i l d Glory* by K e l l e r , and sent i t to me. This book can be 
obtained from the S o c i e t y ' s l i b r a r y . 

A.R.D. 
A NEW MARINE GUIDE 

"Common Seashore L i f e of the P a c i f i c Northwest" by 
Lynwood Smith. Volume 2, Naturegraph Ocean Guidebooks. 
Naturegraph Company, Healsburg, C a l i f o r n i a . Paperbound -
$1.75, clothbound $3.50. 

Here i s a most h e l p f u l guide to l o c a l seashore p l a n t s 
and animals. Numerous drawings plus 11 i l l u s t r a t i o n s i n 
c o l o u r add g r e a t l y to i t s value. Dr. Smith i s now a s t a f f 
member at V i c t o r i a C o l l e g e . 
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A MIGRATION NOTE 

One of our C a l i f o r n i a members, Miss V i . Saunders, 
w r i t e s that the golden-crowned sparrows a r r i v e d 'en masse' 
i n her garden on September 29th, and the white—crowned 
sparrows on September 30th, a l s o 'en masse'. This i s i n 
Marin County, l a t i t u d e approximately 38°. This i s about 
one month l a t e r than the f i r s t a r r i v a l s of the golden-
crowned were noted here. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note that 
our b i r d a u t h o r i t y , the American O r n i t h o l o g i s t ' s Union, 
l i s t s f i v e sub-species of the white-crowned, but only one 
of the golden-crowned. The white-crowned nest throughout 
the States and Canada, but the golden-crowned only i n the 
higher regions of western Canada, as f a r as i s known. 

THE BAND-TAILED PIGEON 

The c i t i z e n s of Oak Bay f o r the l a s t few weeks have 
been regaled w i t h a s p e c t a c l e very r a r e l y seen of l a t e years. 

About the beginning of October a few w i l d pigeons 
moved i n . T h e i r numbers increased r a p i d l y , probably be­
cause our game laws a l l o w them to be shot o u t s i d e the sanc­
tuary of Saanich. 

F i n d i n g t h a t the oak trees were laden w i t h acorns t h i s 
year, the word must have passed around among them, as enor­
mous f l o c k s a r r i v e d u n t i l there must have been thousands 
present. We saw a f l o c k e a r l y one morning which must have 
contained a thousand, c o n s e r v a t i v e l y estimated, and the 
view from our windows i s somewhat l i m i t e d . 

When a hundred or more s e t t l e d i n one oak, the tree 
f a i r l y quivered. They were never at r e s t , but would f l y 
i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s , t h e i r n o i s y , headlong f l i g h t f a s c i n a t i n g 
us. In f a c t , we were o f t e n too i n t e r e s t e d i n the pigeons 
to get our b r e a k f a s t . 

As t h i s i s w r i t t e n (October 16th) the f l o c k s seem to 
be d i m i n i s h i n g , so i t can be presumed they are now making 
t h e i r way south to t h e i r winter q u a r t e r s . 

The b a n d - t a i l e d pigeon (Columba f a s c i a t a m o n i l i s 
V i g o r s ) , to give i t s s c i e n t i f i c name, i s a b i r d of the 
p a c i f i c coast, n e s t i n g mostly i n the higher r e g i o n s , though 
some do stay around V i c t o r i a , and m i g r a t i n g south each f a l l . 

When we remember that the v a s t numbers of passenger 
pigeons were down to about f i f t y b i r d s i n the year 1900,and 
s h o r t l y afterwards became e x t i n c t , we can only hope that 
the W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e of Canada and the United States w i l l , 
make p r o v i s i o n to see t h i s does not happen to the band-tailed 
pigeon. A.R.D. 
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BIRD NOTES 

Late i n September we were at C a t t l e P o i n t watching the 
many terns f l y i n g to and f r o , every once i n a w h i l e d i v i n g 
r i g h t under the water, and almost i n v a r i a b l y coming up w i t h 
a s m a l l f i s h . A l i t t l e distance away a f l o c k were r e s t i n g 
on a rock (they r a r e l y r e s t on the water), when they sudden­
l y arose i n a compact body of about a hundred. They were 
immediately followed by f i v e jaegers. Then the fun began. 
While the jaegers never touch the t e r n s , they dive at 
them, both jaegers and terns g i v i n g a wonderful f l y i n g per­
formance hard to f o l l o w ; e v e n t u a l l y though the terns d i s ­
gorge t h e i r l a s t f i s h , which the jaeger catches before i t 
reaches the water. 

The next day we were on Cedar H i l l Crossroad, when my 
w i f e saw something t h a t i n t e r e s t e d her, so we got out of 
the car, and there, above us, were twenty-four turkey v u l ­
tures wheeling round i n c i r c l e s over the F i n n e r t y woods, 
g r a d u a l l y making t h e i r way south. 

A group of b i r d e r s go out each Tuesday morning. This 
p a r t i c u l a r day, the 25th of September, we went to I s l a n d 
View Beach. I t was a p e r f e c t morning, warm, sunny and 
calm. Walking along the beach we found many g u l l s , i n c l u d ­
i n g t h i r t y - f o u r Heerman, a few y e l l o w l e g s , k i l l d e e r and 
peeps. The day turned hot, so we s a t on a log to rest,and, 
sweeping the beach w i t h our b i n o c u l a r s , saw two shore b i r d s 
we could not i d e n t i f y . The k i l l d e e r present c a l l e d and 
flew, the two strangers w i t h them. We f o l l o w e d them down 
the beach as f a s t as we could, when these two b i r d s turned 
round and flew our way. They landed r i g h t i n f r o n t of us 
about twenty yards away, where we could see they were 
p e c t o r a l sandpipers, b i r d s not p a r t i c u l a r l y common here, 
and only here f o r a short while on t h e i r long t r i p from 
the a r c t i c to the southern hemisphere. 

P o s s i b l y the best place to see most b i r d s i s at Clover 
P o i n t . We would l i k e to p r i n t a l i s t of the b i r d s seen 
from t h i s l i t t l e promontory on D a l l a s Road, but i t would be 
too long. Alan Poynter has recorded the b i r d s here f o r the 
l a s t few years, and the d i f f e r e n t species seen has reached 
a t o t a l of about one hundred and s i x t y . I t i s n a t u r a l l y a 
meeting place f o r b i r d e r s as w e l l as b i r d s , as l a s t F r i d a y 
noon I counted fourteen members of the S o c i e t y there. Last 
week, f o r i n s t a n c e , i n a d d i t i o n to i t s r e g u l a r show of 
g u l l s , t e r n s , s u r f b i r d s , turnstones, e t c . i t produced 
ancient murrelets, red and northern pharalope, Sabine g u l l 
and a s k y l a r k , the l a t t e r being the f i r s t recorded there. 

Clover P o i n t being one of V i c t o r i a ' s main sewer out­
l e t s , i t a t t r a c t s many species of sea and shore b i r d s - -
ducks of a l l k i n d s , grebes, mergansers, and, of course 
the g u l l s . One day l a s t month there were seven d i f f e r e n t 
g u l l s present. These in c l u d e d the r e s i d e n t glaucous-
wing, and the m i g r a t i n g s p e c i e s , - C a l i f o r n i a , s h o r t - b i l l 
h e r r i n g , Bonaparte, Heerman and the r i n g - b i l l e d . 

A.R.D. 

THE EDITOR COMPLAINS 

My f r i e n d s o f t e n t e l l me that there are too many items 
on b i r d s i n our magazine, and indeed, I agree w i t h them, 
but what would you? When a r t i c l e s f a i l to a r r i v e , and 
the b i r d e r s send i n t h e i r e n t h u s i a s t i c notes, we are g l a d 
to have them. 

In t h i s predicament we are not alone. In today's 
m a i l a r r i v e d a copy of our namesake i n A u s t r a l i a , "The 
North Queensland N a t u r a l i s t " , w i t h whom we exchange 
magazines, i n which the e d i t o r i a l s t a r t s o f f as f o l l o w s s -

"We must apologize f o r the lateness of 
t h i s i s s u e , but i t i s very d i f f i c u l t to 
get s u i t a b l e m a t e r i a l f o r p u b l i c a t i o n , 
and we should be g l a d i f a l l those mem­
bers who f e e l they are able would send 
i n a r t i c l e s or notes to keep us going." 

We endorse t h i s p l e a . 

A.R.D. 
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1962 
Wednesday, 
October 31: 

F r i d a y , 
November 2nd: 
Saturday 
November 3rd; 

Saturday, 
November 3rd: 

Saturday, 
November 10: 

Monday, 
November 19; 

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

EXHIBITION OF NATURE SLIDES, 
8 p.m. at the C a f e t e r i a on E l l i o t S t. 
Nature s l i d e s which were accepted at the 
V i c t o r i a I n t e r n a t i o n a l Salon. Any 
members i n t e r e s t e d are c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d 
to attend t h i s showing. 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR 
Speaker: A l b e r t J . Wool, 
Subject: B i r d s and Animals of the Western 

Ranges. 
Oak Bay J u n i o r High School Auditorium 
at 8 p.m. 

FUNGUS FORAY; To Thomas F r a n c i s Park. 
Meet at the Monterey Parking Lot, 
H i l l s i d e & Douglas S t r e e t s at 1:30 p.m. 
Leader: Miss M. C. Melburn. 

BIRD FIELD TRIP to Esquimalt Lagoon. 
Meet at Monterey Parking Lot at 9;30 a.m. 
or a t the lagoon at 10 a.m. B r i n g lunch. 
Leader: Mr. T. R. B r i g g s . 

BOTANY GROUP MEETING; At the P r o v i n c i a l 
Museum at 8 p.m. 
Speaker: Mr. Freeman King. 
Subject: P l a n t I d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

The J u n i o r Branch w i l l meet every Saturday at the Monterey 

Parking l o t at 1:30 p.m. f o r F i e l d T r i p s . 

The leader s e c t i o n w i l l man the Nature House at F r a n c i s 
Park during Sundays throughout the f a l l season. 

Conducted tours can be arranged by phoning Freeman King 
at GR 9-2966. 
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