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T H E V I C T O R I A N A T U R A L I S T 

P u b l i s h e d by 
THE VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

V o l . 1 9 , N o . l SEPTEMBER 1962 

BARE ISLAND 

This rocky i s l e t , about h a l f a m i l e i n l eng th and one 
hundred t w e n t y - f i v e yards ac ros s , i s s i t u a t e d c l o s e to 
the eas te rn edge of Sidney I s l a n d and approximate ly twenty 
m i l e s n o r t h o f V i c t o r i a . 

Here are the l a r g e s t n e s t i n g c o l o n i e s o f g l aucous -
winged g u l l s , p e l a g i c and doub le -c r e s t ed cormorants , and 
p o s s i b l y pigeon g u i l l e m o t s i n B r i t i s h Columbia , a rough 
es t imate o f the numbers be ing as fo l lows? 

A few b lack o y s t e r ca tchers can always be found as w e l l 
as two p a i r o f t u f t e d p u f f i n s . 

In a d d i t i o n , about f i f t y p a i r o f song sparrows nes t 
each year i n a concent ra ted area o f t h i c k bush, composed 
of hawthorn, w i l l o w saskatoon and o the r n a t i v e shrubs . 

S ince 1957 two s tudents from the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h 
Columbia have l i v e d on the i s l a n d dur ing the summer months, 
making a study o f these sea b i r d s , and a l so i n c i d e n t a l l y 
p r o t e c t i n g the c o l o n i e s from human i n t e r f e r e n c e . 

Bare I s l a n d , or Mandarte, as i t i s named on the hydro -
g raph ic c h a r t s , i s an Indian r e s e r v a t i o n , and v i r t u a l l y a 
b i r d sanc tuary . 

Each summer our b i r d group c h a r t e r a launch and pay 
the i s l a n d a v i s i t , be ing c a r e f u l not to d i s t u r b the b i r d s . 
In f a c t , t h i s year they merely c i rcumnaviga ted the i s l a n d 
wi thou t making a l a n d i n g . 

P u t t i n g s t a t i s t i c s to one s i d e , t h i s i s a wonder fu l ly 
i n t e r e s t i n g p l a c e , a l i v i n g i s l a n d , as the nes ts o f these 
b i r d s p r a c t i c a l l y cover the whole s u r f a c e , the g u l l s on 
the more o r l e s s f l a t su r f aces , the doub le -c r e s t ed c o r ­
morants on top o f the c l i f f s , and the p e l a g i c on the p r e ­
c i p i t o u s and sometimes overhanging rocky w a l l s , w h i l e the 
pigeon g u i l l e m o t s favour the c r e v i c e s i n the r o c k s . 

Glaucous-winged g u l l s 
P e l a g i c cormorants 

2000 p a i r 
350 p a i r 
150 p a i r 
100 p a i r 

Doub le - c r e s t ed cormorants 

Pigeon g u i l l e m o t s 

A . R . D . 



The f o l l o w i n g pages con ta in the r epo r t s of the P r e s i ­
dent and O f f i c e r s of the S o c i e t y f o r the year which ended 
on May 31st , 1962s 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT ••• 

My r e p o r t w i l l be b r i e f , i n v iew o f the f a c t t ha t o ther 
members of the committee w i l l r e p o r t on the a c t i v i t i e s o f 
t h e i r own group. 

The pas t year has been an exceed ing ly a c t i v e one f o r 
our S o c i e t y . 

F i r s t the Annual P i c n i c , the a d d i t i o n o f the Entomology 
s e c t i o n , t h e b u i l d i n g and m a i n t a i n i n g o f the Nature House a t 
F r a n c i s Park , the sponsorship o f the new P r o v i n c i a l Park a t 
Westholme (Eavos Park) which was donated to the P rov ince by 
Mrs Janet G o o d a l l , the e x c e l l e n t count o f b i r d s a t Christmas 
t ime , and the a p p r e c i a t i v e audiences we have had a t the 
Audubon Screen Tours , 

I t has been g r a t i f y i n g to see the gene ra l a p p r e c i a t i o n 
and a c t i v i t i e s o f the S o c i e t y as a whole . 

The p re s s , r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n have g iven us ve ry good 
c o v e r i n g , f o r which we owe them our thanks . 

I would be remiss i f I d i d not draw to your a t t e n t i o n 
the s tep f o r the fu ture genera t ion i n the form o f a s c h o l ­
a r s h i p fund se t up by the S o c i e t y . 

To the members o f the E x e c u t i v e Committee and a l l mem­
bers o f the S o c i e t y I would l i k e to express my thanks f o r 
the he lp and t o l e r ance tha t has been shown me dur ing my 
term of o f f i c e , and I can assure you I w i l l cont inue to 
g i v e my f u l l support to those who w i l l guide the a f f a i r s 
o f the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y dur ing the coming 
yea r . 

Freeman K i n g . 

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
on THOMAS S. FRANCIS PARK 

On November 7 t h , 1961, by motion taken a t a Genera l 
Meet ing of the S o c i e t y , the members o f the Board appointed 
by the M i n i s t e r o f Rec rea t i on and Conse rva t ion to admin i s ­
t e r the Thomas S. F r a n c i s Park , be ing a l l members i n good 
s t and ing i n the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y , were 
c o n s t i t u t e d a S tand ing Committee of the S o c i e t y f o r the 
purpose o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a c o n t i n u i n g l i n e of con tac t f o r 
the S o c i e t y i n the ope ra t i on of the Pa rk . 

As t h i s i s the f i r s t oppo r tun i t y o f the Standing 
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Committee to r e p o r t , as such, to the S o c i e t y , the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the Board from the time of i t s i n c e p t i o n , w i l l be b r i e f l y 
d e a l t w i t h . 

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD: 
Meetings o f the Board have been h e l d a t s u i t a b l e i n t e r ­

v a l s a t the P r o v i n c i a l Museum, those dur ing the S o c i e t y ' s 
cu r ren t yea r having taken p lace on A p r i l 14th , 1961,June 9, 
1961, September 27th , 1961 and March 9 t h , 1962. A r e g u l a r 
o rder o f bus iness has ,been f o l l o w e d , Minutes have been kep t 
and s e r i a l l y numbered, and copies of these Minutes have 
been submit ted to the Deputy M i n i s t e r o f Rec rea t i on and 
C o n s e r v a t i o n . The Minute book i s a v a i l a b l e f o r the i n s p e c ­
t i o n of the S o c i e t y ' s E x e c u t i v e a t a l l t imes . 

CARETAKER'S HOUSE: 
The house o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t f o r the l a t e Thomas F r a n c i s 

has , s i n c e h i s decease, been o c c u p i e d , r e n t - f r e e , by Mr . 
Percy Dumbleton, i n r e tu rn f o r h i s s e r v i c e s as ca re t ake r o f 
the Park p roper ty and f i rewarden dur ing the season. A 
telephone has been i n s t a l l e d f o r t h i s purpose. Mr ..Dumb l e ton 
has the i n t e r e s t s of the Park a t hea r t , and h i s tenure has 
been f u l l y s a t i s f a c t o r y i n every way. 

TRAILS, ETC. 
Nature t r a i l s i n the Park have been s t e a d i l y extended 

and improved, thanks to v a l u a b l e work by J u n i o r members o f 
the S o c i e t y , and are now s u i t a b l e fo r guided tours by mem­
bers o f the p u b l i c . 
FINANCES; 

In October , 1960, the S o c i e t y se t a s ide a sum o f $200 
i n t o the Treasury of the Park Board , fo r the c a r r y i n g o f 
minor items o f expense i n the o p e r a t i o n o f the Park . The 
balance i n t h i s account a t the Roya l Bank o f Canada stands 
c u r r e n t l y a t $134.81. A major i tem o f expend i tu re , the 
f u n e r a l expenses o f Thomas S. F r a n c i s , was f u l l y refunded 
by the P r o v i n c i a l Government. 

Expenses connected w i t h the b u i l d i n g and f u r n i s h i n g of 
the Nature House, have not been passed through the Treasury 
of the Park Boa rd , but are be ing f inanced s epa ra t e ly by the 
S o c i e t y . F u r t h e r funds fo r the normal o p e r a t i o n o f the 
Park w i l l be requested o f the S o c i e t y as they become neces­
s a r y , and an account ing o f disbursements i s a v a i l a b l e to 
the S o c i e t y ' s execu t ive a t a l l t imes . 

NATURE HOUSE: 
A t the September, 1961 meeting of the S o c i e t y , a drawing 
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o f a s u i t a b l e s m a l l b u i l d i n g f o r use as a Nature House,hav­
i n g been designed by a member o f the Board and approved by 
the Parks Branch , Department o f R e c r e a t i o n and Conserva t ion , 
was d i s p l a y e d f o r the i n t e r e s t o f the membership. A t the 
December 6 t h , 1961 meeting o f the S o c i e t y ' s E x e c u t i v e , the 
Treasurer was a u t h o r i z e d to pay i n v o i c e s up to a t o t a l o f 
$750 fo r b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s s u f f i c i e n t to make a subs tan ­
t i a l s t a r t on the Nature House. Dur ing the Win te r months, 
u s i n g the v o l u n t e e r labour o f members o f the S o c i e t y , the 
Nature House has been b u i l t complete , fu rn i shed and 
equipped, and an i n t e r e s t i n g i n i t i a l d i s p l a y ar ranged. The 
Nature House was o f f i c i a l l y opened by the M i n i s t e r o f 
Rec rea t i on and Conse rva t ion on May 1s t , 1962, and i s now 
i n f u l l o p e r a t i o n , s t a f f e d on week-ends and dur ing the 
h o l i d a y s , by the more advanced members o f the J u n i o r Natural 
H i s t o r y S o c i e t y . 

B i l l s fo r b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s , amounting to something 
l e s s than $600, have been submit ted to the S o c i e t y ' s T r e a ­
su re r f o r payment. Fu r the r b i l l s , amounting to $466,98, 
have been forwarded to the Parks Branch , Department o f 
Rec rea t i on and C o n s e r v a t i o n , and i t i s c o n f i d e n t l y expected 
tha t s u b s t a n t i a l a s s i s t a n c e i n the s e t t l i n g o f these a c ­
counts w i l l be for thcoming from the P r o v i n c i a l Government. 
Any res idue o f expense not unde rwr i t t en by the Government 
w i l l be submit ted to your E x e c u t i v e i n due course f o r any 
a d d i t i o n a l approvals tha t may be r e q u i r e d f o r payment by 
the T reasu re r . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submit ted 

S tanding Committee on Thomas F r a n c i s Park 
Freeman K i n g 
Chairman. 

P h i l i p J . C r o f t , 
Secy -Treasu re r . 

P h i l i p Monckton 

David S t e r l i n g 

A l a n Poynter 

REPORT OF AUDUBON LECTURE COMMITTEE 

Our most s i n c e r e thanks are due to our ever f a i t h f u l 
p u b l i c , and many w i l l i n g members f o r another s u c c e s s f u l 
Audubon Screen Tour , 1961-62. 

I f e e l tha t the Screen Tours are a very worth w h i l e 
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community e f f o r t , l e a v i n g a message of c o n s e r v a t i o n to a l l 
who a t t end . I t was very g r a t i f y i n g to see tha t there were 
many more young people at the l e c t u r e s , which i s as i t 
shou ld be. Our net p r o f i t f o r the t ou r was $648.24, which 
f i g u r e i n c l u d e s f i f t y per cent of the amusement t ax p a i d . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submit ted 
" E n i d K . Lemon" 

Chairman. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF BOTANY FIELD TRIPS 1961 

by M. C. Melburn . 

Area Date 

March 25 T h e t i s Sanctuary 
A p r i l 22 John Dean Park 
May 13 B l i n k h o r n H i l l 
May 27 Cowichan Lake and 

Skutz F a l l s 
June 24 I s l a n d View Beach 

and adjacent areas 
J u l y 22 Goldstream Park 
Nov. 4 F r a n c i s Park Fungus 

Foray 

Species 
Observed 

26 
73 
95 

131 

62 
80 

65 

No. o f 
Observers 

31 
19 
? 

16 

27 
12 

33 

The March 25th Botany f i e l d t r i p was the e a r l i e s t r e ­
corded, but on the s lopes of Seymour H i l l we found such 
s p r i n g f a v o u r i t e s as s a t i n - f l o w e r , e ry th ron ium, s p r i n g g o l d 
s h o o t i n g - s t a r , camas, b lue-eyed mary and l i t t l e monkey 
f lower — 26 i n a l l . The o n l y spec i e s new to many of the 
pa r ty was cream-cups, a t i n y w h i t e - f l o w e r e d poppy, the o n l y 
n a t i v e member of the poppy f ami ly on Vancouver I s l a n d , 

John Dean Park i s our bes t near-by area f o r study o f 
t rees and shrubs , and under t h e i r cover a good show o f 
ca lypses and t r i l l i u m s can be counted on i n A p r i l , We were 
i n t e r e s t e d to f i n d a s m a l l co lony o f pink erythroniums i n 
a sec luded spo t . In a l l we l i s t e d 73 spec ies the re , 

B l i n k h o r n H i l l showed us three spec ie s of s a x i f r a g e 
( e a r l y , t u f t ed and ruddy) ; a l s o tha t q u e e r - l o o k i n g r e l a t i v e 
of broom-rape c a l l e d poque (Boschn iak i a h o o k e r i ) . I t was 
a good l o c a t i o n f o r obse rv ing k i n n i k i n n i c k and manzanlta 
together w i t h t h e i r h y b r i d (Are t e s t aphy los media) which i s 
a r e a l betwixt-and-betweener . B l i n k h o r n a l s o i s a good 
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area f o r f e r n s , we saw s i x s p e c i e s . 

Our t r i p to "Greendale" , the home o f Mr. Trever Green 
a t Cowichan Lake, gave the group an o p p o r t u n i t y to see 
g rea t masses o f pink erythroniura . There was a l s o a good 
show o f spo t t ed c o r a l - r o o t , queen's cup and f a i r y - b e l l s . 
And I am sure none o f us ever saw such a c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f 
maiden-ha i r f e r n . The forenoon spent there and the a f t e r ­
noon a t Skutz F a l l s gave us a l i s t o f 131 s p e c i e s . 

I s l a n d View Beach area a f fo rds a good o p p o r t u n i t y to 
compare i t s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s p e c i e s , such as sand-bur , y e l ­
low sand verbena and beach buckwheat, w i t h the g rasses , 
sedges, legumes and composites o f the adjacent meadowlands 
S i x t y - t w o spec ies were observed. 

A t Goldstream on J u l y 22nd we observed 80 species,many 
o f them a l r eady noted on e a r l i e r t r i p s . Two o thers were 
haze lnu t and b lue cu r r an t both i n f r u i t . Salmonberry was 
s t i l l p u t t i n g out f l o w e r s ; t h i s i s a remarkable hanger-on 
when you cons ide r tha t i t s f i r s t f l o w e r i n g date i n 1961 
was January 21s t . In the c o o l damp shade of the b i g cedars 
and f i r s we found 7 spec ies of f e r n s . 

The fungus foray a t F r a n c i s Park , November 4, was r e ­
por t ed i n the December N a t u r a l i s t . On tha t occas ion 33 
observers found 65 known spec ies and many o thers which we 
c o u l d not name. 

REPORT OF THE BOTANICAL GROUP'S WINTER PROGRAMME 

There were f i v e meetings o f t h i s group h e l d i n the P r o ­
v i n c i a l Museum, and the Annual Fungus Foray , w h i c h was h e l d 
on November 4 th i n charge of M i s s M. C . Melburn , which was 
i n t e r e s t i n g l y r epor t ed i n the December number o f the 
V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t . 

The f i r s t o f the indoor meetings was on October 17th 
when the chairman gave a t a l k on v a r i o u s p l a n t cha rac t e r s 
which a i d the r e c o g n i t i o n o f p l a n t f a m i l i e s i n the f i e l d . 
On November 7 th there was an e x h i b i t i o n o f fungi c o l l e c t e d 
a t the Fungus Foray a few days e a r l i e r by Miss Melburn and 
o the r members, Th i s was fo l l owed by a t a l k on some o f the 
more i n t e r e s t i n g fea tures o f spore d i s s e m i n a t i o n of fungi 
by the chairman. 

On January 23rd the sub jec t was "Fe rns , t h e i r fea tures 
and l i f e h i s t o r y " . On February 20th the cha rac te r s of the 
L i l i a c e a e and r e l a t e d f a m i l i e s were d i s c u s s e d . These l a s t 
two meetings were i n charge o f the chairman, M i s s Melburn 
p r o v i d i n g specimens from her c o l l e c t i o n o f pressed p l a n t s . 

The l a s t meeting was on March 20th, when our p r e s iden t 
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gave an i n t e r e s t i n g and i n s t r u c t i v e t a l k on " I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
o f t r ees and shrubs i n w i n t e r " . Some t h i r t y specimens were 
presented to the group f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submit ted 
Chas. W. Lowe 

Chairman 

REPORT FOR FEDERATION COMMITTEE 

Qui te the bes t b i t o f news i n regard to FEDERATION t h i s 
year i s the f a c t tha t two more N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t i e s 
have been formed i n our P rov ince o f B r i t i s h Columbia . Here ­
to fo re we had the Three V s . tha t i s , one S o c i e t y In Vernon, 
one i n Vancouver, and our own i n V i c t o r i a ! Now we have one 
i n Kelowna and one i n P e n t i c t o n . The Sec re t a ry o f the 
Kelowna S o c i e t y , Mrs . Lamoureux, has been i n V i c t o r i a r e ­
c e n t l y and we have exchanged ideas and she has seen our 
Nature House and Tom F r a n c i s Pa rk ' D r . C a r l , who i s the 
o ther member o f the F e d e r a t i o n Committee, spoke to both 
these new S o c i e t i e s i n May t h i s year . 

On the week-end o f A p r i l 14-15th 10 c a r s , w i t h 28 people 
came over from the Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y , under 
D r . Ka ther ine Beamish, f o r Botany. Our Mis s Melburn and a 
few o thers met w i t h them on Saturday af ternoon at M i l l H i l l , 
and T h e t i s Pa rk . Sunday a f te rnoon , about 1 o ' c l o c k , on 
t h e i r r e t u r n from b o t a n i z i n g a t Sooke a l l morning,, they 
came to Tom F r a n c i s Park f o r l u n c h 0 The P r e s i d e n t o f our 
S o c i e t y , and some of our s e n i o r members were there to g r ee t 
them and we a l s o had two g i r l s and two boys o f the s e n i o r 
J u n i o r s , who showed them the Nature House and conducted 
them around the Park . The f lowers were l o v e l y . The P r e s i ­
dent of the Vancouver S o c i e t y D r . R„ S tace -Smi th was among 
the pa r ty and he had had a meeting w i t h D r . C a r l and me on 
Saturday morning, sugges t ing some new s teps towards Federa­
t i o n which w i l l have to come up before the new E x e c u t i v e 
and be d i scussed l a t e r . 

Three o f our members at tended f o r one week the Camp put 
on by the Vancouver S o c i e t y near P e n t i c t o n l a s t J u l y , T h i s 
was a most rewarding exper ience and i s open to anyone who 
w i l l pay t h e i r annual s u b s c r i p t i o n and camp dues. 

Fo r the b e n e f i t o f new members I would l i k e to say here 
tha t about 5 years ago the idea o f having a Fede ra t i on o f 
B , C . N a t u r a l i s t s was f i r s t brought forward by the Vancouver 
N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y . I t was thought t ha t we shou ld 
b r i n g together a l l the N a t u r a l i s t s tha t are s c a t t e r e d over 



t h i s l a rge P r o v i n c e , i n o u t l y i n g p l a c e s . Each one would 
b e n e f i t by meeting toge ther , say once a year , and p o o l i n g 
our knowledge, and we would have "THE VOICE OF THE B . C„ 
NATURALIST" when some i s sue of Conse rva t ion was i n the news. 
So f a r t h i s has not ye t been accompl ished , but we do f e e l 
t ha t now such an o r g a n i z a t i o n w i l l ve ry soon come i n t o 
b e i n g , so we c a r r y onj 

Gladys E . Soulsby 
Chairman. 

VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY  

FINANCIAL STATEMENT JUNE 1st 1961 to MAY 31st 1962 

INCOME; 
Bank balance from prev ious y e a r , l e s s o/S cheques $2,776.10 
Membership Dues - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 615.79 
Bank I n t e r e s t - - - - - - - - - - _ - - _ . _ 150,04 
Amusement t ax r e m i s s i o n - - _ - - _ _ _ - _ _ 137.72 
B i r d check l i s t s s o l d - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 7 .50 
T h e t i s Park Nature Sanctuary A s s ' n 

50% cos t o f microphone - - - - - 12.81 
Premium U . S . funds - - - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .50 
T rans fe r r ed from Audubon Account _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 510.52 

$4,210.98 

EXPENDITURES; 
R e g i s t r a t i o n - - - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ o 50 
J u n i o r s - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 51.14 
Purchase o f photograph o f S o c i e t y i n 1890 - - - 10.00 
S t a t i o n e r y and postages _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 88.79 
Cost of meetings - - _ - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 60.39 
P r i n t i n g and m a i l i n g "The V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t " - 558.45 
Donations - - - _ _ - _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 37,75 
L i b r a r y 63.26 
Cost o f Microphone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 25.62 
Bond purchase. O n t a r i o Hydro _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,002.91 
Bank Ba lance , May 4 th 1962, less o/S cheques 1,149.66 
Nature House, Thomas F r a n c i s Park _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1,162,51 

$4,210.98 

9 
AUDUBON ACCOUNT 

INCOME; 
Rece ip t s from ten l e c t u r e s - _ _ _ - _ _ - _ _ _ $2,799,20 

EXPENDITURES i 
Con t r ac t payment to N a t i o n a l Audubon, p lus exchange 1,273,58 
A d v e r t i s i n g , P r i n t i n g and S t a t i o n e r y - - - - - 213,39 
Rent o f Oak Bay J u n i o r H . S . Aud i to r ium - - - - - - 580.00 
Amusement Tax _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ - - _ _ 221,71 
Trans fe r r ed to V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y account - 510,52 

$2,799.20 

VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

STATEMENT OF NET WORTH 

Net Savings Account _ - _ - _ - - _ - - - - - - $ 1,149,66 
Bond: On ta r io Hydro 5% S c h o l a r s h i p Fund 992.50 
I n t e r e s t on above S c h o l a r s h i p Fund - _ _ 10.41 

$ 2,152,57 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Our expenses, dur ing the past f i n a n c i a l year , exceeded 
our income by $623.53. 

The cos t o f b u i l d i n g the Nature House a t the Thomas 
F r a n c i s Park , as per the item above, was $1 ,162 .51 . T h i s 
was reduced by a P r o v i n c i a l g ran t of $200,00. The w i r i n g 
expense, which i s not i n c l u d e d i n the cos t f i g u r e , amounted 
to $133.16, which makes the t o t a l amount $1,095.67 

Our membership now stands a t 160 s i n g l e , 50 f a m i l y and 
42 j u n i o r s . In a d d i t i o n over 40 j u n i o r s are i n c l u d e d i n 
f ami ly memberships. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submi t ted , 

(Mrs) E leanore Davidson . 
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REPORT OF THE PROGRAMME AND MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Our r e g u l a r meetings have been h e l d i n the Douglas B u i l ­
d ing C a f e t e r i a , Speakers i n c l u d e d M i s s E n i d Lemon and Mrs . 
Maeford Slocomb, Mr . Jack Ba rne t t and Mr . David S t i r l i n g , 
D r . F . G . Roe, Mr . York Edwards, D r . T . M . C . T a y l o r , Mr . P . 
J . C r o f t and Mr . R. F r y e r , and Mr . C P . Lyons, A t the 
A p r i l meeting we had two moving p i c t u r e f i l m s from the C i t y 
L i b r a r y . 

Our membership now stands a t 160 s i n g l e , 50 f ami ly and 
42 j u n i o r s and approximate ly 40 j u n i o r s are i n c l u d e d i n the 
f a m i l y memberships. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submi t ted , 

Ruth S t i r l i n g . 
Mrs H . M . Matheson 

Co-Chairmen. 

JUNIOR BRANCH REPORT 

We have a t the present time 77 young people t a k i n g 
p a r t i n the J u n i o r Branch a c t i v i t i e s . Of these, 11 com­
p r i s e the Leader Group. Attendance f o r the 46 r e g u l a r 
ou t ings averaged about 25. 

An eight-week course o f i n s t r u c t i o n drew a f u l l and e n ­
t h u s i a s t i c a t tendance. 

Leaders took p a r t i n the annual b i r d counts , and usher ­
ed a t the Audubon shows, 

J u n i o r s have done s p l e n d i d work i n s t o c k i n g the Nature 
House, which they a l s o helped to b u i l d , w i t h specimens 
from the park a rea , 

A d i s p l a y o f work h e l d i n the Douglas B u i l d i n g was 
o f f i c i a l l y opened by the Reeve o f Saan ich , Mr. C h a t t e r t o n . 
The q u a l i t y o f the c o l l e c t i o n s shown was i n d i c a t i v e o f the 
keenness o f the J u n i o r s . 

Our thanks to Mr . Clendenning f o r the many hours g i v e n 
dur ing the year to the task o f o r g a n i z i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
and to the parents who have p rov ided cars — a l s o f o r t h e i r 
u n t i r i n g i n t e r e s t and co -opera t ion a t a l l t imes . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submit ted by 

(Mrs) K . Osborne 

A s s i s t a n t . 

THE AUDUBON LECTURES i SEASON 1962-1963 

Dur ing the coming season these l e c t u r e s w i l l be h e l d , 
as u s u a l , i n the Oak Bay J u n i o r High School Aud i to r ium a t 
8 p.m. The p r i c e s are the same as p rev ious yearss $3,00 
f o r season t i c k e t s and 75 cents f o r s i n g l e admis s ion . 
Season t i c k e t s fo r s tudents cos t one d o l l a r , w i t h s i n g l e 
admiss ion a t 25 cen t s . T i c k e t s can be ob t a ined from the 
o f f i c e o f the P r o v i n c i a l Museum, e i t h e r o f the Dogwood G i f t 
shops, 2224 Oak Bay Avenue and 1801 F o r t , and a t the home 
o f the t r e a s u r e r , Mrs E leanore Davidson, a t 825 Monterey 
Avenue. 

D e t a i l s of the l e c t u r e s are as f o l l o w s s -
F r i d a y and Saturday , October 5th and 6 t h , 1962 

L e c t u r e r , A l l a n D„ Cru ickshank . 
Sub jec t ; "The Bear R i v e r " 

F r i d a y and Saturday, November 2nd and 3 r d , 1962 
L e c t u r e r , A l b e r t J . Wool 
Sub jec t ; "Ranch and Range" 

F r i d a y and Saturday , November 30th and December 1s t ,1962 
L e c t u r e r , Chester P . Lyons 
Sub jec t : "Na tu re ' s Plans and P u z z l e s " 

F r i d a y and Saturday , January 11th and 12th, 1963 
L e c t u r e r , Robert C . Hermes 
Sub jec t : "Nova S c o t i a - Land o f the Sea" 

F r i d a y and Saturday, March 22nd and 23rd , 1963 
L e c t u r e r , B , Bartram Cadbury 
Sub jec t : "Pas tures of the Sea" 

T i c k e t s w i l l be a v a i l a b l e a t the monthly meeting 
September 11th . Members are adv i sed to purchase 
t h i s time as they w i l l be on s a l e to the gene ra l 
a f t e r the meet ing . 

on Tuesday 
them a t 
p u b l i c 

One evening l a t e i n August three b i r d watchers , A l a n 
Poynte r , Mrs . Davidson and the w r i t e r were s t and ing a t 
G i b r a l t a r P o i n t , a t the extreme t i p o f the g o l f l i n k s . The 
r a i n was pour ing down, we were wet and c o l d , but j u s t as we 
were t u r n i n g to go home, we saw f l y i n g i n f ron t o f us a 
brown p e l i c a n I Though a l l three saw i t w e l l , i t was A l a n 
who was sure o f i t s i d e n t i t y , and he had seen them on h i s 
sea t r a v e l s i n the war yea r s . 

A . R . D . 



12 
SOME OF OUR LESS COMMON WILD PLANTS 

My l i s t o f f l o w e r i n g p l a n t s f o r 1962 now stands a t 560 
s p e c i e s , e leven o f which are p l a n t s I had not observed i n 
any prev ious year . 

Whi le on a w i l d goose chase i n the v i c i n i t y o f Kangaroo 
Road Miss 1. K. Lemon l a i d down her camera long enough to 
c o l l e c t H o w e l l ' s v i o l e t ( V i o l a h o w e l l i i ) ; Mr . Davidson took 
h i s eye o f f the b i r d s on V i c t o r i a G o l f Course f o r a moment 
and spo t t ed a y e l l o w - f l o w e r e d bedstraw (Galium verum); Mr . 
F . K i n g brought i n P s i l oca rphus t e n e l l u s from F r a n c i s Park 
and a l so a spec ies of lungwort (Mer tens ia ) from Evos Park . 

The o ther seven "new" to me are as f o l l o w s s -
Veron i ca f i l i f o r m i s ( s l ende r speedwel l ) from a c i t y 

lawn; 
Montia saxosa , from the rocky base o f Oak Bay Memor i a l ; 

Sagina o c c i d e n t a l i s (western p e a r l w o r t ) from the eas t 
summit of M t . Newton; 

Ep i lob ium minutun, a t i n y f i reweed r e l a t i v e , from 
Bedford Road woods; 

Ep i lob ium alpinum clayaturn, from a l ogg ing roads ide a t 
Sooke Pot H o l e s ; 

C a l l i t r i c h e s t a g n a l i s (water s t a r w o r t ) from a mudhole 
near Duncan; 

Carex aurea (golden sedge) from Engl i shman ' s R i v e r 
F a l l s Park . 

Of these e leven p l a n t s the most i n t e r e s t i n g i s P s i l o ­
carphus t e n e l l u s , a specimen o f which was sent to D r . A . E . 
P o r s i l d , C h i e f B o t a n i s t , Ottawa. In h i s acknowledgment 
D r . P o r s i l d wrote "Of P . t e n e l l u s we have Macoun c o l l e c ­
t i o n s on ly from V i c t o r i a , Burns ide Road and C l o v e r d a l e . 
The most recen t was made i n 1908". 

Thanks to Sk ippe r K i n g ' s eagle eye the N a t i o n a l Her ­
barium now has a 1962 c o l l e c t i o n o f t h i s spec ies which i s 
found nowhere e l s e i n Canada except on the southern t i p o f 
Vancouver I s l a n d . 

L e t ' s a l l keep l o o k i n g ! 

M . C. Melburn . 

THE NATURE HOUSE LIBRARY 
13 

A t a committee meeting o f the S o c i e t y i n May, Mr . C r o f t 
brought w i t h him a new encyc loped ia o f an imal l i f e which 
had r e c e n t l y been p u b l i s h e d by the Greystone Press o f New 
Y o r k . 

The members o f the execu t ive were so impressed by these 
books tha t they decided to purchase a s e t among themselves , 
and have i t p l aced i n the Nature House a t the Thomas F r a n ­
c i s Park f o r the b e n e f i t o f the J u n i o r Branch . 

These s i x t e e n volumes are e n t i t l e d "The I l l u s t r a t e d 
Encyc loped ia o f Animal L i f e " , and are w r i t t e n i n a most i n ­
t e r e s t i n g and e n t e r t a i n i n g f a sh ion by some o f the most p r o ­
minent n a t u r a l i s t s o f the day, members on the s t a f f o f the 
American Museum o f N a t u r a l H i s t o r y and the New York Z o o l o g ­
i c a l S o c i e t y . Whi le s c i e n t i f i c a l l y accu ra t e , no t e c h n i c a l 
language i s used . 

'An ima l L i f e ' i n c l u d e s a l l l i v i n g c r e a t u r e s ; amphibians, 
b i r d s , f i s h e s , i n s e c t s and mammals, and, as the s e t has a 
f i f t y page index , i n f o r m a t i o n on almost any form o f l i f e 
can be e a s i l y found. 

Other than the ve ry readable con t en t s , what impressed 
me was the s t y l e o f the books, the format , the s i z e o f the 
p r i n t i n g , the wide margins and the e x c e l l e n t c o l o u r r e p r o ­
duc t ions . 

I was asked to review them, and s t a r t e d to go over the 
books i n a c a s u a l f a s h i o n , but found myse l f absorbed by 
the con ten t s . Some n a t u r a l h i s t o r y books, as we a l l know, 
can be i n fo rma t ive but d u l l , but these are a j oy to read 
and can be h e a r t i l y recommended to a l l those i n t e r e s t e d i n 
the n a t u r a l w o r l d . 

To quote p a r t o f the i n t r o d u c t i o n s " T h i s i s a l i b r a r y 
o f animals a l i v e . The d i s t i n g u i s h e d au thors , a l though o u t ­
s t and ing s c i e n t i s t s , are no mere dry as dust museum s p e c i ­
a l i s t s . They have a deep love o f an ima l s , and have t r acked 
and observed them i n the remote vas tnesses o f the e a r t h . 
In these pages they share many a t h r i l l i n g adventure w i t h 
you, many a s t a r t l i n g encounter they have had i n the w i l d s 
w i t h g i a n t brown bears and the wolves o f the A r c t i c tundra , 
w i t h the l i o n s o f the A f r i c a n v e l d t , the poisonous r e p ­
t i l e s o f the American desser t s and woodland, the e x o t i c 
b i r d s of the r a i n f o r e s t s of New Guinea , the s t range i n ­
s ec t s o f the j ung l e s o f South Amer ica . You w i l l read o f 
h a i r b r e a d t h escapes, and the cu r ious ways o f p r i m i t i v e 
peoples i n the remote lands o f these a n i m a l s " . 

The cos t o f t h i s s e t i s $50. I t con ta ins 2870 pages, 
570 f u l l c o l o u r photographs ,p lus 134 i n b lack and w h i t e , 
and 550 accura te drawings. A . R . D . 
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REPORT OF THE BIRD GROUP MEETINGS 

Most o f the a c t i v i t i e s of the b i r d group were p u b l i s h e d 
i n the May i s s u e taken from a d e t a i l e d r e p o r t compi led by 
the co-Chairman o f the group, Mr . Dav id S t i r l i n g . 

Th i s group i s a c t i v e twelve months i n the year , twelve 
f i e l d meetings having been h e l d du r ing the 1961 - 1962 
season, not i n c l u d i n g the Chr is tmas Count h e l d on December 
23rd l a s t . 

Three of these t r i p s were taken by boat , the f i r s t one 
to Di scove ry I s l a n d i n A p r i l . The second e x c u r s i o n took 
us to Sidney I s l a n d , a f t e r f i r s t c i r c u m n a v i g a t i n g Bare Is~ 
l a n d . On t h i s occas ion 26 members a t tended . Th i s was on 
J u l y 7 t h , and, as the weather was f i n e , i t was a ve ry s u c ­
c e s s f u l t r i p . The l a s t boat t r i p was on August 11th, and, 
as the long s andsp i t on Sidney I s l a n d i s a f a v o u r i t e p o i n t 
o f c a l l f o r m i g r a t i n g shore b i r d s , the group disembarked 
there about 11 a ,m, , and exp lo red the s p i t and the nearby 
lagoon u n t i l 4 p.m. As expected many wandering shore b i r d s 
were found, i n c l u d i n g 13 B a i r d sandp ipers , 6 semi-palmated 
p l o v e r , 36 s a n d e r l i n g , 11 b l a c k - b e l l i e d p l o v e r and hun­
dreds of western and l e a s t s andp ipe r s . 

To most o f the group the B a i r d sandpiper was a new 
b i r d , and as they were q u i t e tame, would come w i t h i n a few 
fee t of us , p rov ided we kept s t i l l . Only one Hudsonian 
cur lew was seen, and one dowi tcher . The coming and going 
o f the western and l e a s t sandp ipers , 'peeps ' as they are 
c o l l e c t i v e l y c a l l e d , i s always i n t e r e s t i n g , as they t w i s t 
and turn w i t h m i l i t a r y p r e c i s i o n l i k e one b i r d , a l t e r n a t e l y 
d i s p l a y i n g t h e i r whi te b reas t s and gray-brown backs . 

Before l and ing on the s p i t a v i s i t was made to Imrie 
I s l a n d , (a s m a l l i s l a n d c l o s e to Moresby) which i s another 
n e s t i n g s i t e f o r g laucous-winged g u l l s , 270 nes ts having 
been found i n 1960. On t h i s i s l a n d we found about 150 
s u r f b i r d s r e s t i n g , and on Reah rock , not f a r away,another 
50 of these b i r d s . Around these i s l a n d s h a r l e q u i n ducks 
can be seen, a t the present time a l l o f them being i n 
e c l i p s e plumage, g i v i n g no h i n t o f t h e i r s p e c t a c u l a r 
c o l o u r i n g l a t e r i n the season. 

On the t r i p many o ther sea b i r d s were seen, i n c l u d i n g 
approximate ly 50 marbled m u r r e l e t s , a few b lack o y s t e r -
c a t c h e r s , many pigeon g u i l l e m o t s , most o f them s t i l l f e ed ­
i n g young, G u l l s were present i n thousands, mos t ly g l a u ­
cous-winged, but a l so seen were Bonapar te , Heerman, C a l i ­
f o r n i a and s h o r t - b i l l e d (mew), as w e l l as the three cormor­
an t s , p e l a g i c , doub le -c r e s t ed and B r a n d t s . T . R . B r i g g s , 

Co-Chairman, 

15 
THE BLUE GROUSE 

On May 19th we went on a hunt f o r these b i r d s , and a l ­
though we covered a l l the country between V i c t o r i a , Jordan 
R i v e r and s i x m i l e s beyond, e x c e l l e n t count ry f o r grouse , 
we n e i t h e r saw o r heard any. (Game Department p lease no te ) 

The next day a f r i e n d of my wi fe t o l d her she had heard 
one a t A l b e r t Head, so the next week we went t he re , and 
sure enough we heard one h o o t i n g . The s o f t notes seemed to 
come out of the atmosphere, w i thou t d i r e c t i o n . A f t e r c o v e r ­
i n g a l o t o f t e r r i t o r y thereabouts we came to the c o n c l u ­
s i o n the b i r d was up a t r e e . Search ing each t a l l t ree i n 
t u rn my wi fe f i n a l l y l o c a t e d one h i g h up i n a f i r . I t was 
hoo t ing g e n t l y , but d i d not move, so we sa t on a l o g about 
a hundred fee t away and had our l u n c h . Suddenly i t f l ew , 
o r r a the r crashed to the ground, making a l o t o f no i se i n 
the underbrush, and as i t walked s eda t e ly away we saw i t 
was the hen b i r d . Then th ings s t a r t e d to happen. The 
male b i r d appeared out of the bush we had been sea rch ing 
so d i l i g e n t l y , and immediately fanned out i t s enormous 
whi te t i pped t a i l to a f u l l 180 degrees, hunched i t s e l f up, 
d i s p l a y i n g i t s ye l l ow shoulder patches , and b r i g h t chrome 
y e l l o w massive eyebrows, o r whatever they a re , opened i t s 
beak, took a deep b rea th and s t a r t e d to hoo t . 

I t d i d not go too near the hen b i r d , which stopped f o r 
a sho r t w h i l e and then s l o w l y walked away, but kept up 
t h i s remarkable d i s p l a y , hoo t ing a t sho r t i n t e r v a l s , each 
time opening i t s beak and t a k i n g a b r e a t h , f o r as long as 
we watched i t . I t turned every way, g i v i n g us a wonderful 
p i c t u r e o f i t s c o u r t s h i p d i s p l a y . To us i t was a d i g n i f i e d 
p roceed ing , no j e r k i n g o f the head o r e x c i t e d behaviour 
l i k e so many o f the ducks, but q u i e t l y w a l k i n g around, g i v ­
i n g out i t s deep resonant note from time to t ime . I t was 
not b lue to us , but a deep g rey i sh -b rown , e n l i v e n e d by the 
b r i g h t orange and the whi te o f the s t r ong s h o r t fea thers 
which supported the magni f i cen t t a i l . 

A . R . D , 

The o ther day we were having lunch i n the car a t Uplands 
Park when a Cooper hawk made i t s appearance. I t was imme­
d i a t e l y a t t acked by two hummingbirds, which were r e - i n f o r c e d 
s h o r t l y by a s m a l l group o f barn swa l lows . 

A . R . D . 
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NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

1962 
Tuesday, GENERAL MEETING 
S e p t . l i s A t the Douglas B u i l d i n g C a f e t e r i a on 

E l l i o t t S t r e e t , a t 8 p.m. 
Speaker f o r the evening w i l l be a member 
o f the s t a f f o f the P r o v i n c i a l F i s h and 
Game Branch . 

Saturday, BIRD FIELD TRIP; 
S e p t . 1 5 ; To Discovery I s l a n d , cour tesy Capt.Beaumont. 

Meet a t Roya l V i c t o r i a Yacht C l u b , Ripon R d . , 
Uplands a t 10 a.m. P lease con tac t Mr . T . R . 
B r i g g s , GR 8-4145 f o r r e s e r v a t i o n s . 
B r i n g l u n c h . 

THE BOTANY Chairman w i l l announce the d e t a i l s o f t h e i r 
meeting at the gene ra l meeting on September 11th. 

A panel o f speakers has been l i n e d up f o r the season, i n ­
c l u d i n g D r . R o l l i e B r e t t o f the F i s h e r i e s Research Board 
a t Departure Bay; D r . W.R. Orchard o f the Dominion E x p e r i ­
mental Labora tory a t Saan ich ton , D r . Edwin M. Hagmeier o f 
V i c t o r i a C o l l e g e , one o f the s t a f f from the U . S . A . N a t i o n a l 
Park S e r v i c e , and o ther i n t e r e s t i n g speakers . 

THE JUNIOR BRANCH w i l l meet each Saturday a t 1;30 p.m. a t 
the Monterey p a r k i n g l o t , H i l l s i d e and Douglas S t r e e t , f o r 
f i e l d t r i p s . Anyone who i s i n t e r e s t e d p lease phone the 
l e a d e r , Mr . Freeman K i n g a t GR 9-2966. 

The J u n i o r Branch in t end to keep the Nature House a t 
Thomas F r a n c i s Park open dur ing the week-ends through the 
f a l l and w i n t e r months. 

A TIMELY REMINDER 

*Tis i n the merry month o f May, 
That we our r i g h t f u l debt shou ld pay, 
Now June has come w i t h f lowery b l i s s , 
And we a las* are q u i t e r emis s , 
To put us i n a s t a t e of g race , 
To look our bre thren i n the f ace , 
Th i s cash accept ; our l apse excuse, 
And make a n o t e : - "They 've p a i d t h e i r dues". 

J . A . B . 



VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
OFFICERS, 1962-63 

Honorary Presidents 
H O N . E A R L E C. W E S T W O O D 

Minister of Recreation and Conservation 
M R . J . W . E A S T H A M 

Former Provincial Plant Pathologist 

Honorary Life Members 
DR. G. C L I F F O R D C A R L 
Director, Provincial Museum 
M R . G E O R G E A . H A R D Y 
Former Provincial Botanist 

R O B E R T C O N N E L L -
G. C L I F F O R D C A R L -
G E O R G E A . H A R D Y -
M R S . R. G. H O B S O N -
J . A . C U N N I N G H A M -
C. W. L O W E - - -

Past Presidents 
A . O. H A Y E S - - - - 1956-57 
P. M . M O N C K T O N - - 1957-58 
MRS. G. E . S O U L S B Y - 1958-59 
R A L P H F R Y E R - - - 1960-
F R E E M A N K I N G - - - 1960-62 

1944-48 
1948- 49 
1949- 50 
1950- 52 
1952-54 
1954-56 

President 
P. J . C R O F T 

1954 Waterloo Road 
Telephone E V 5-6155 

Vice-President 
MISS E N I D L E M O N 
Telephone GR 7-2194 

A . R. D A V I D S O N 
825 Monterey Avenue 
Telephone E V 4-9595 

Editors 
G. C L I F F O R D C A R L 

410 Queen Anne Heights 
Telephone E V 3-8524 

Secretary 
MISS E D I T H V A L E N S 
23 9 St. Andrews Street 
Telephone E V 5-8855 

Treasurer 
M R S . E L E A N O R E D A V I D S O N 

825| Monterey Avenue 
Telephone E V 4-9595 

Chairmen of Groups 
Programme and Publicity 

F R E E M A N K I N G 
Telephone GR 9-2966 

Botany 
MISS M . C. M E L B U R N (Summer) 

Telephone E V 4-9052 

Zoology 
DR. G. C L I F F O R D C A R L , E V 3-8524 

Federation 
MRS. G . E . S O U L S B Y , E V 6-5028 

Geology 
A . H . M A R R I O N 

Telephone E V 4-1983 

Ornithology 
T. R. BRIGGS 
D A V I D S T I R L I N G 

GR 8-4145 
GR 9-4646 

Entomology 
DR. J O H N A . C H A P M A N 

Telephone E V 4-5568 

Audubon Lectures 
MISS E N I D L E M O N , GR 7-2194 

Marine Biology 
PROF. J . A . C U N N I N G H A M 

Telephone E V 4-3897 
F R E E M A N K I N G GR 9-2966 
MRS. K . OSBORNE E V 5-8164 

Annual dues, including subscription: 
Single, $2.00; Family, $3.00; Junior, $1.00; Life Membership, $30.00; 

Life Membership husband and wife, $50.00. 


