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The p i l e a t e d woodpecker of North America i s probably 

the l a r g e s t of the group. I t s length from b i l l to t a i l can 
reach to almost twenty inches, and from w i n g - t i p to wing-tip 
twenty-eight inches. I t s European e q u i v a l e n t , the black 
woodpecker, a b i r d s i m i l a r i n appearance, i s i t s nearest 
competitor f o r s i z e . 

This woodpecker i s unmistakeable i n the woods, w i t h 
i t s black body, s c a r l e t c r e s t , l arge s i z e , and f l a s h i n g 
white on i t s wings. At l e a s t one p a i r nests r e g u l a r l y i n 
the F i n n e r t y Road area and another p a i r at Ten M i l e P o i n t . 
I t s numbers are l e s s i n the V i c t o r i a d i s t r i c t than was the 
case a few years back. What w i t h the s h r i n k i n g number of 
f o r e s t t r e e s , poisonous sprays, to say nothing of boys shoot­
ing at anything i n s i g h t w i t h t h e i r twenty-two*s, i t i s hav­
ing a hard time to s u r v i v e . 

The b i l l of t h i s b i r d i s a unique instrument. Made ap­
p a r e n t l y of horn l i k e other b i r d ' s b i l l s , i t seems to have 
some of the a t t r i b u t e s of tempered s t e e l . I t i s used reck­
l e s s l y as both axe and crowbar, f o r the b i r d can hew i t s way 
through the bark of the l a r g e s t dead f i r t rees i n i t s e f f o r t 
to get at the grubs, which have t h e i r g r e a t e s t f i e l d of ac­
t i v i t y between the bark and the wood. I t can a l s o make 
lar g e holes through the hard outer wood of an apparently 
sound Douglas f i r , to reach the core of the t r e e , which, 
through some incomprehensible i n s t i n c t , i t knows contains 
grubs. 

The food of t h i s b i r d c o n s i s t s c h i e f l y of b e e t l e s and 
t h e i r l a r v a e , mostly wood borers and ants. They eat enor­
mous numbers of both. Other i n s e c t s such as f l i e s , c a t e r ­
p i l l a r s and grasshoppers seem to be taken i n c i d e n t a l l y . L i t ­
t l e vegetable food i s taken, and t h i s i s c h i e f l y w i l d berries. 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note that on the Christmas Census, 
w i t h a l l our experts ranging through the country from Witty*s 
Lagoon, to the Highland D i s t r i c t on the west, and going 
n o r t h halfway up the Saanich peninsula, only f i v e p i l e a t e d 
woodpeckers were seen or heard, and i t s c a l l c a r r i e s f o r a 
considerable d i s t a n c e . I t i s a h i g h - p i t c h e d s t e n t o r i a n note, 
which i s not e x a c t l y laughter, although something l i k e i t i n 
form. T h i s , i f heard, would have l e d our bird-watchers to 
the b i r d i t s e l f . A.R.D. 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS  

Being b i r d s seen w i t h i n a 15 m i l e diameter c i r c l e 
SPECIES: 

LOON, 

HERON, 
SWAN, 
GOOSE, 

DUCK, 

Common 
Y e l l o w - B i l l e d 
A r c t i c 
Red-throated 

GREBE, Red-necked 
Horned 
Eared 
Western 
P i e d - b i l l e d 

CORMORANT, Double-crested 
Brandt 
P e l a g i c 
Great Blue 
W h i s t l i n g 
Canada 
White-fronted 
Snow 
M a l l a r d 
Gadwall 
P i n t a i l 
Green-winged Teal 
European Widgeon 
American Widgeon 
Shoveler 
Redhead 
Ring-necked 
Canvasback 
Greater Scaup 
Lesser Scaup 
Common Goldeneye 
Barrow's Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Oldsquaw 
Harlequin 

SCOTER, White-winged 
Surf 
Common 

RUDDY DUCK 
MERGANSER, Hooded 

Common 
Red-breasted 

A 

1 
2 
1 

34 

62 

10 

1 
777 
12 

1 

11 

12 
3 

13 
9 

109 
5 

B 

8 

11 

61 

90 
35 

245 

12 

4 
6 

25 

10 
10 

15 

15 
14 
24 
7 

600 
2 

41 
4 
11 
12 

92 

1 

3 
3 

223 

53 

301 
24 

190 
154 

135 
2 
7 
27 

D 

8 
2 

19 
2 

25 

5 
7 

28 

59 

38 
1 

13 
12 

190 

26 
4 

75 

6 
16 

600 
206 

E F 

VICTORIA, B.C. DECEMBER 23, 1961 

L TOTAL E F G I J K L TOTAL 
7 5 3 3 6 40 
1 1 
1 4 5 

1 27 43 
7 22 5 4 52 
27 119 365 37 4 30 619 

42 1 6 7 65 
70 52 8 1 751 
1 10 22 

16 1 1 3 87 
27 14 7 65 117 

10 116 114 14 150 420 
1 3 1 3 7 34 

1 
1 6 80 

1 1 
1 1 

355 57 24 415 890 36 12 2063 
1 1 

1 325 1 338 
2 5 4 325 9 15 362 

1 
178 889 130 894 2960 53 50 6065 
2 58 53 90 1 252 

1 1 
81 343 

7 5 27 
308 849 245 29 100 1967 
2 46 1 49 

30 99 59 80 6 30 387 
10 

184 322 100 25 20 5 30 1099 
43 35 23 50 178 

5 89 46 100 240 
6 112 222 36 150 732 

34 64 63 39 75 439 
6 6 

4 12 24 197 
3 22 8 35 45 140 

48 764 
16 38 16 8 20 337 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS - continued -

SPECIES; A B C 

HAWK, Goshawk 
Sharp-shinned 2 
Cooper's 2 
R e d - t a i l e d 3 1 2 

EAGLE, B a l d 2 1 
FALCON, P e r i g r i n e 

Pigeon Hawk 
Sparrow Hawk 

GROUSE, Ruffed 
QUAIL, C a l i f o r n i a 6 12 
PHEASANT, Ring-necked 6 1 5 
COOT, American 1 200 150 
OYSTER-CATCHER, Black 
PLOVER, K i l l d e e r 2 

B l a c k - b e l l i e d 
SURF BIRD 
TURNSTONE, Black 4 
SNIPE, Common 
YELLOWLEGS, Greater 
SANDPIPER, Rock 
DUNLIN 50 
SANDERLING 
GULL, Glaucous-winged 868 435 95 

Western 
Herring 12 
C a l i f o r n i a 
Mew 86 100 145 

MURRE, Common 3 
GUILLEMOT, Pigeon 
MURRELET, Marbled 13 

Ancient 
PIGEON, B a n d - t a i l e d 5 
OWL, Screech 
HUMMINGBIRD, Rufous 
KINGFISHER, B e l t e d 1 1 4 
FLICKER, Red-shafted 16 11 5 
WOODPECKER, P i l e a t e d 1 2 1 
SAPSUCKER, Y e l l o w - b e l l i e d 
WOODPECKER, Hairy 1 2 

Downy 6 
Northern 3-toed 

SKYLARK 11 
JAY, S t e l l e r ' s 8 

E F G I J K L 

73 

TOTAL 

1 2 2 1 11 
1 1 9 

1 2 7 
2 2 4 

1 1 3 
1 1 

1 1 2 
102 260 43 12 20 461 

1 4 7 17 6 61 
3 24 59 685 1 1163 

31 7 38 
12 4 10 240 271 
39 30 69 
9 9 

15 117 3 100 239 
1 3 1 5 
1 1 3 5 

26 26 
85 60 40 235 
3 3 

203 851 450 654 500 280 250 5086 
2 2 
7 4 6 3 7 7 46 

50 50 
52 216 371 600 18 125 2263 
25 3 2000 2031 
7 1 1 30 39 
6 100 129 

14 14 
18 8 12 5 48 
1 1 

1 1 
2 3 3 1 18 

12 14 24 15 50 10 4 173 
1 5 

2 2 
1 4 

5 1 3 2 2 21 
1 1 

9 50 7 13 90 
8 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS - Continued -

SPECIES; A B C D 
RAVEN, Common 4 16 1 20 
CROW, Northwestern 113 515 72 745 
CHICKADEE, Chestnut-backed 26 50 12 16 
BUSHTIT, Common 8 
NUTHATCH, Red-breasted 11 8 1 
CREEPER, Brown 12 1 2 
DIPPER 1 
WREN, Winter 17 9 3 8 

Bewick's 3 1 3 4 
ROBIN 110 10 54 2000 
THRUSH, V a r i e d 3 2 1 6 

Hermit 
Swainson's 

BLUEBIRD, Western 9 
SOLITAIRE, Townsend's 
KINGLET, Golden-crowned 29 70 16 73 

Ruby-crowned 1 6 3 
WAXWING, Cedar 120 
SHRIKE, Northern 1 
STARLING 73 36 2 122 
WARBLER, Audubon's 
SPARROW, House 58 10 
MEADOWLARK, Western 8 4 
BLACKBIRD, Red-winged 21 1 

Brewer's 20 2 1 
GROSBEAK, Evening 2 
FINCH, Purple 4 9 7 2 

House 1 127 9 
SISKIN, Pine 279 363 285 60 
GOLDFINCH, American 4 
CROSSBILL, Red 20 6 10 
TOWHEE, Rufous-sided 9 20 6 12 
SPARROW, Savannah 
JUNCO, S l a t e - c o l o r e d 1 

Oregon 67 115 56 82 
SPARROW, White-crowned 1 

Golden-crowned 17 2 5 
White-throated 
Fox 2 8 2 4 
Song 14 18 11 19 

TOTAL 2937 2592 3211 5707 

Species: 57 55 68 59 

T o t a l number of B i r d s 58 425 
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E F G I J K L TOTAL 
2 1 15 6 2 67 

11 438 100 75 100 250 50 2469 
4 73 70 24 42 12 14 343 

60 30 14 36 148 
5 5 3 33 

1 1 3 3 1 24 
1 

7 2 10 9 1 6 72 
2 7 8 6 2 16 2 54 

291 292 848 27 33 425 600 125 7488 
6 13 26 6 1 5 16 85 

1 1 1 3 
1 1 

12 7 12 8 48 
1 1 

26 18 44 32 20 4 8 340 
3 5 4 6 2 4 34 

1 121 
1 2 4 

12 30 46 105 2 iopoo 30 10,458 
1 1 

36 41 21 36 40 15 257 
2 23 3 6 46 
1 2 1 2 12 40 

32 14 3 212 260 204 748 
8 10 

11 20 17 2 27 20 119 
93 51 88 2 12 383 
150 200 315 60 400 65 2177 
3 7 
4 25 15 80 

15 23 29 14 21 16 165 
1 1 

1 1 1 4 
76 135 200 300 250 69 1350 

1 1 4 7 
3 8 11 2 13 16 77 

1 1 
4 16 8 1 3 6 54 
17 27 38 32 4 17 8 205 

1989 6027 4525 7774 7397 12178 4088 58425 

48 83 72 77 50 43 54 

T o t a l species 124 



NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE BIRD COUNT 
AND THE DISTRICT THEY COVERED 

A_ Mr ..R.Mackenzie-Grieve, Mr. F. King, Mr. & Mrs. W. Sendall 
PROSPECT LAKE, FRANCIS PARK, HEAL'S RANGE 

B Mr.T.Briggs, Mr.& Mrs.J.Palmer, Miss J . Hannay, 
Miss L. H a l s a l l 

FLORENCE AND LANGFORD LAKES. GOLDSTREAM 
PARK. 

C M r . D . S t i r l i n g , Mr.D.Guthrie, Mrs.B.Westerborg, Mr.R.Barnes 
ESQUIMALT LAGOON TO WITTY'S LAGOON 

D Miss L. Roberts, Mr. K. R. Beckett, Mr. W. Adams 
PORTAGE INLET, VIEW ROYAL, THETIS LAKE. 

E Mr. J . M. Barnett, Rev. and Mrs. D. S p a r l i n g 
BEACON HILL PARK; GORGE. 

F Mr. G. A. Poynter, Mr. B. R e i t h , Mr. R. Fryer 
CLOVER POINT TO CATTLE POINT. 

G Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Davidson 
TEN MILE POINT: GORDON HEAD. 

I Mr. R.Y. Edwards, Mrs. H.M. B e l l , Dr. E.M. Hagmeier, 
Mr. M. Matheson, Mr. J.E. U n d e r h i l l , Mrs. P. Monckton. 

ROYAL OAK AVE. ELK AND BEAVER LAKES 

J Miss E.K. Lemon, Mrs. M. Slocombe, Mr. D.A. Hancock 
WILKINSON, BURNSIDE & INTERURBAN AREA. 

K Mr. F.L. Beebe, Mrs. W.L. T a y l o r , Mr. R. Huckin, 
Miss Toni K i r k p a t r i c k . 

CENTRAL SAANICH AREA 

L Mr. C. J . Guiguet 
WATERS ADJACENT TO DISCOVERY ISLAND 

JUNIORS PARTICIPATING: 
Nancy Chapman 
G a i l Moyer, 
C h r i s Morgan 
J e r r y Nelson 

7 7 

Fourteen a d d i t i o n a l species were seen i n the area during 
the count p e r i o d , but not on the count day, as f o l l o w s : -
fulmar; wood duck; golden eagle; whimbrel; V i r g i n i a r a i l ; 
glaucous g u l l ; r i n g - b i l l e d g u l l ; Bonaparte g u l l ; rhinoceros 
a u k l e t ; t u f t e d p u f f i n ; Lewis woodpecker; l o n g - b i l l e d marsh 
wren; orange-crowned warbler; brown-headed cowbird. 

THE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT IN BEACON HILL PARK 
by J . M. Barnett 

A f t e r a week of gales and showers we had a break i n 
the weather. On the day of the count there was l i t t l e o r 
no sunshine but the temperature was moderate. Winds were 
l i g h t , and r a i n was confined to one b r i e f shower i n the 
afternoon. 

We were disappointed at the absence of the European 
widgeon t h i s year i n the park, and the. f o u r wood ducks,which 
had been there the previous day, but t h i s was compensated 
f o r by the presence of two young western g u l l s . 

The Rev. and Mrs. S p a r l i n g found two sapsuckers, and 
reported a large number of r o b i n s , v a r i e d thrush, towhees 
and Brewer b l a c k b i r d s . 

A heron f l y i n g over and a redwing b l a c k b i r d were un­
expected s p e c i e s , which helped s w e l l the t o t a l . 

In t h i s b e a u t i f u l one hundred and f i f t y - f o u r acres of 
parkland and the a d j o i n i n g waterfront we found t h i r t y - n i n e 
species of b i r d s , a t o t a l which would be hard to equal i n 
any area of comparative s i z e i n Canada at t h i s time of the 
year. 

THE CHRISTMAS COUNT: GORDON HEAD & 10 MILE POINT 
by Eleanor &, A l b e r t Davidson 

To reach a t o t a l of 124 species of b i r d s on one winterfe 
day i n t h i s area meant th a t the groups i n the f i e l d put i n a 
r e a l l y busy day, and a l s o that most of them must have seen 
one or more unusual s p e c i e s . 

Our t o t a l f o r t h i s d i s t r i c t was 71, an average f i g u r e for 
t h i s time of year, and our one s p e c i a l b i r d was a Townsend 
s o l i t a i r e , which was seen where Gordon Head Road goes down 
over the rocks i n t o the sea. 

This i s a b i r d one expects to f i n d i n the summer time i n 
the i n t e r i o r , and not i n the middle of w i n t e r on the edge of 
the sea. 
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WILD FLOWERS FOUND IN BLOOM 

January 10, 1962. 

Cat's-ear (Hypochaeris r a d i c a t a ) 
p e r e n n i a l daisy ( B e l l i s perennis ) 
common groundsel (Senecio v u l g a r i s ) 
hawk's beard (Crepis c a p i l l a r i s ) 
common t h i s t l e (Cirsium vulgare) 
tree l u p i n e (Lupinus arboreus) 
broom ( C y t i s u s s c o p a r i u s ) 
gorse (Ulex europaeus) 
dandelion (Taraxacum o f f i c i n a l e ) 
yarrow ( A c h i l l e a m i l l e f o l i u m ) 
gumweed ( G r i n d e l i a i n t e g r i f o l i a ) 
shepherd's purse ( C a p s e l l a b u r s a p a s t o r i s ) 
yellow rocket (Barbarea v u l g a r i s ) 
hedge mustard (Sisymbrium o f f i c i n a l e ) 
pepper-grass (Lepidium densiflorum) 
w i l d r a d i s h (Raphanus s a t i v u s ) 
j o i n t e d charlock (Raphanus raphanistrum) 
avens (Geum macrophyllum) 
corn spurrey (Spergula a r v e n s l s ) 
chickweed ( S t e l l a r i a media) 
miner's l e t t u c e (Montia s i b i r i c a ) 
creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) 
petty spurge (Euphorbia peplus) 

Most observers i n t h i s area w i l l agree that i t i s more 
than a l i t t l e s u r p r i s i n g to f i n d that so many of our w i l d 
p l a n t s have f e l t comfortable enough to produce bloom at t h i s 
e a r l y date. P a r t of the explanation may hinge on the f a c t 
that 19 out of these 23 pl a n t s are "immigrants". No doubt 
they f i n d l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s here more favourable than do 
t h e i r k i n d i n the homeland. The other four of t h i s l i s t , 
gumweed, pepper-grass, miner's l e t t u c e and avens are n a t i v e 
(indigenous) here. 

Many of the 19 non-native ( e x o t i c ) p l a n t s have names 
w i t h an i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r y . For example, Hypochaeris ap­
pears i n " H i s t o r y of P l a n t s " w r i t t e n by Theophrastus (372¬
287 B.C.), a Greek philosopher, who was a p u p i l of A r i s t o t l e . 
So i f you are not yet acquainted w i t h c a t ' s - e a r , you r e a l l y 
are a l i t t l e behind the times. 

The word Ulex was used as a p l a n t name as long ago as 
the days of P l i n y (23-79 A.D.) but i t i s not known f o r c e r ­
t a i n whether i t was a p p l i e d to the same p l a n t known to us 
as gorse or f u r z e . C r e p i s comes from a Greek word meaning 
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"sandal", probably r e f e r r i n g to the shape of i t s seed. 
C i r s i u m , a l s o from the Greek, means "a swe l l e d v e i n " , f o r 
which ailment the t h i s t l e was supposed to be a remedy. 
A c h i l l e s i s supposed to have discovered the m e d i c i n a l v i r ­
tues of "yarrow", hence i t s genus name, A c h i l l e a . Raphanus 
derives from " r h a " meaning " q u i c k l y " , an obvious reference 
to the very r a p i d germination of w i l d r a d i s h seed, a charac­
t e r i s t i c which i t has i n common w i t h p r a c t i c a l l y a l l the 
c r u c i f e r s . 

Many groundsel species are hoary i n appearance and t h i s 
i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r genus name, Senecio, which comes from 
senex, an o l d man; or i t might r e f e r to the white pappus 
attached to the seed. Lupinus, from lupus, a wolf, r e f e r s 
to the f a c t that these p l a n t s were thought to devour the 
f e r t i l i t y of the s o i l ; Ranunculus, from rana, a frog,because 
P l i n y n o t i c e d t h a t aquatic species of buttercups were found 
i n f r o g t e r r i t o r y ; and Spergula, from the verb spargere 
meaning "to s c a t t e r " . Spurge (Euphorbia) was named f o r a 
famous king's p h y s i c i a n , Euphorbus. His patron was Juba I I , 
King of Mauretania, who married the daughter of Antony and 
Cleop a t r a . I n c i d e n t a l l y p e t t y spurge has two i n t e r e s t i n g 
and r a t h e r s u r p r i s i n g r e l a t i v e s , one being our handsome 
Christmas-time p l a n t , P o i n s e t t i a pulcherrima, and the other 
being the huge c a s t o r - o i l p l a n t used so e f f e c t i v e l y as back­
ground plants i n large flower-beds. Shepherd's purse has an 
odd-shaped seed-case, so i t bears the name C a p s e l l a , meaning 

"a l i t t l e box"; and S t e l l a r i a , coming from s t e l l a , a star,was 
chosen f o r the chickweed group because of t h e i r star-rshaped 
f l o w e r s . 

Often a p l a n t ' s s c i e n t i f i c name r e f l e c t s the name of the 
b o t a n i s t who discovered i t or was the f i r s t to describe i t . 
Two examples of such are as f o l l o w s : G r i n d e l i a (gumweed) i s 
named f o r Prof. D.H. G r i n d e l , a Russian b o t a n i s t ; Montia 
(miner's l e t t u c e ) honours the I t a l i a n b o t a n i s t , Monti. 

This s o r t of informa t i o n i s not r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e f o r 
every w i l d p l a n t but a l i t t l e time spent on t h i s phase of 
b o t a n i c a l l o r e can prove i n t e r e s t i n g and worthwhile. 

M. C. Melburn. 

A CHRISTMAS PARTY 
To c e l e b r a t e the success of the b i r d count on December 

23rd we gathered a t the home of Mr. & Mrs.Alan Poynter to 
compare notes and sum up the day's events. Many thanks to 
the Poynters f o r a wonderful evening. 
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NORTH SAANICH COUNT - DECEMBER 30th 1961 

LOON, common _ _ _ _ _ 22 
a r c t i c 62 
red-throated - - - 3 

GREBE, red-necked - 54 
horned - - - - - - 144 
eared - - - - - - 19 
western - - - - - 565 
p i e d - b i l l e d 1 

CORMORANT, d. c r e s t e d - 4 
Brandt 3 
pe l a g i c - - - - - 61 

HERON, great blue - 9 
GOOSE, Canada • - 75 
DUCK, m a l l a r d 31 

p i n t a i l - - - - - 4 
green-wing t e a l - 40 
Am. widgeon - - - 230 
s h o v e l l e r - - - - 2 
canvasback - - - 45 
greate r scaup - - 319 
l e s s e r scaup - - 5 
common golden-eye 85 
bufflehead - 165 
o l d squaw - - - - 35 
har l e q u i n - - - - 12 
white-wing s c o t e r 352 
surf s c o t e r - - - 126 
common s c o t e r - - 2 
ruddy - - - - - - 264 

MERGANSER, hooded 10 
red-breasted - - 76 

HAWK, sharp-shinned - - 1 
Cooper - - - - — 1 
r e d - t a i l e d - - — 1 
peregrine f a l c o n 1 
pigeon - - - - - - l 

QUAIL, C a l i f o r n i a 37 
PHEASANT, ring-necked - 1 
COOT, American 66 

KILLDEER 62 
TURNSTONE, black 13 
SNIPE, common - - - - - - 1 
YELLOWLEGS, g r e a t e r 5 
DUNLIN 37 
GULL, glaucous-wing - - -675 

he r r i n g - - - - — 6 
mew - - - - - - - - 2 4 

MURRE, common - - - - - - 17 
GUILLEMOT, pigeon - 5 
MURRELET, marbled 18 
KINGFISHER, b e l t e d 6 
FLICKER, red-shafted 24 
WOODPECKER, p i l e a t e d 1 

h a i r y - - - - - - - 2 
SKYLARK 34 
JAY, S t e l l e r 1 
RAVEN, common - - - - - - 2 
CROW, north-western 265 
CHICKADEE, chestnut b. - 26 
NUTHATCH, red-breasted - 1 
CREEPER, brown 4 
WREN, wi n t e r 5 

Bewick - - - - - 4 
ROBIN 1327 
THRUSH, v a r i e d 11 
KINGLET, golden-crown - 19 

ruby-crown - - 5 
WAXWING, cedar - 6 
STARLING 340 
SPARROW, house 46 
MEADOWLARK, western ~ 6 
BLACKBIRD, Brewer 6 
FINCH, purple 6 

house - - - - - 176 
SISKIN, pine 180 
TOWHEE, ruf o u s - s i d e d - 20 
JUNCO, Oregon 132 
SPARROW, golden-cr. 24 

fox 2 
song - - - - 35 

number of species 80; 
number of i n d i v i d u a l s 6513 
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by Alan Poynter 

The count was planned f o r December 30, 1961 and was based 
on the same area as l a s t year which was the f i r s t year we had 
attempted Two (2) Christmas Counts. 

Through lack of counters i t was not c a r r i e d out i n our 
usual e f f i c i e n t manner, but the few p a r t i c i p a n t s d i d enjoy a 
pleasant day c a r r y i n g out a general coverage of the area. 

I wish to take t h i s o p p ortunity to thank the people who 
di d turn out and express a very s p e c i a l thanks to Mrs. G. 
Taylor who once again threw open her home f o r the lunch break 
i n the d e l i g h t f u l Towner Bay s e t t i n g . 

MISS HELEN BAIRD 

The passing of Miss Helen B a i r d i n December w i l l be r e ­
g r e t t e d by a l l who knew her. For many years a member, she 
took part i n many of the b o t a n i c a l and b i r d f i e l d t r i p s , and 
acted as our s e c r e t a r y f o r two years, from A p r i l 1954 to May 
1956. 

Her work had been th a t of a l i b r a r i a n , f i r s t a t Pr i n c e t o n 
^ U n i v e r s i t y and l a t e r at the Minneapolis P u b l i c L i b r a r y . She 
r e t i r e d i n 1948, and, w i t h her s i s t e r Margery, who was i n 
charge of the V. 0. N. i n V i c t o r i a , made her home on Richmond 
Avenue, where they created a l o v e l y garden on what had been 
bare rocks at the r e a r of the house. 

We w i l l miss Helen B a i r d , and, on behalf of her many 
f r i e n d s i n the S o c i e t y , wish to express our sympathy to her 
s i s t e r on her great l o s s . 

THE JANUARY AUDUBON LECTURE 

Most of these l e c t u r e s occur on F r i d a y s and Saturdays 
of the week, but t h i s month i t w i l l be h e l d on Monday and 
Tuesday, January 29 and 30. Mr. Emerson S c o t t , the l e c t u r e r , 
i s w e l l known to us, and we can c o n f i d e n t l y expect an e x c e l ­
l e n t f i l m , showing the b i r d s and animals of the P a c i f i c North 
West. 
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AN EDITORIAL 

by Freeman King 

During the past year we have had some e x c e l l e n t l e c t u r ­
ers both from the Audubon group and l o c a l l y on the impor­
tance of conservation and the p r e s e r v a t i o n of our n a t u r a l 
resources. 

The need of preserving our f o r e s t s , our s o i l , and the 
p o l l u t i o n of our streams and lakes has been pointed out to 
us by many speakers, and i s the r e c u r r i n g theme of many of 
the outstanding p e r i o d i c a l s i n North America. 

I f e e l i t i s i n the i n t e r e s t of us a l l i n the S o c i e t y 
to do a l l we can to help maintain and preserve our resources 
before they have disappeared. 

S o i l e r o s i o n has been c a l l e d a "creeping death". I t i s 
not only f a t a l to the growth of p l a n t s , but to the develop­
ment of man. I t i s a wasting of our c a p i t a l , which cannot 
be replaced. Our f o r e s t s produce 32 per cent of our created 
wealth i n Canada. On t h i s b a s i c i n d u s t r y our trade and 
commerce depends. How are we using i t and how are we des­
t r o y i n g i t by over c u t t i n g and f i r e l o s s e s . 

F o r e s t r y represents one of the three major ways of using 
our land. The others are cropping and pasture. 

There i s no o v e r a l l r u l e of thumb as to where trees 
should be planted or l e f t i n t h e i r n a t u r a l s t a t e . Each 
scheme needs to be looked at i n d i v i d u a l l y , and the long 
term r e s u l t s as w e l l as the immediate e f f e c t s should be 
assessed. 

We can l i v e without houses or c l o t h i n g f o r months, but 
we cannot go even hours without water. The flow of our 
streams i s s t e a d i l y t a k i n g away our s o i l , o f t e n through the 
poor management i n the way i n which the surrounding area 
has been handled. 

How many of our r i v e r s , l a k e s , yes, and our beaches have 
been put out of bounds because of p o l l u t i o n ? 

The harmful e f f e c t s of p o l l u t i o n f a l l s i n t o three broad 
c a t e g o r i e s : danger to human h e a l t h , d i r e c t economic l o s s e s , 
and damage to r e c r e a t i o n a l resources. 

The question i s , what can we do as i n d i v i d u a l s ? Each 
and a l l of us can use our i n f l u e n c e on our Governments at 
a l l l e v e l s to i n s u r e that our resources are w i s e l y used. 

Remember i t i s i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t c o l l e c t i v e l y make up 
the whole. 

JUNIOR JOTTINGS 
by Freeman King 
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In s p i t e of much wet and c o l d weather the j u n i o r branch 
have had a good month's a c t i v i t i e s . 

At F r a n c i s Park they have conducted s o i l , p l a n t , and 
b i r d surveys. 

Work p a r t i e s on t r a i l s and water pools were h e l d to en­
sure that there w i l l be water during the summer f o r f i r e 
p r o t e c t i o n . 

A hike i n t o the T h e t i s panhandle proved to be very i n ­
t e r e s t i n g . 

A party f o r the "A" group was h e l d at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. P.S. Watt on Bowker Avenue, Oak Bay. 

Our d i s p l a y and e x h i b i t h e l d on the 28th December was 
outstanding. Mr. George Chat t e r t o n , M.P., opened the a f f a i r 
f o r us, encouraging the c h i l d r e n to c a r r y on the work of 
conservation. 

A f i v e week t r a i n i n g course i s being h e l d at the Pro­
v i n c i a l Museum. Dr. C l i f f o r d C a r l , Dr. John Chapman, 
Charles Guiguet and York Edwards are h e l p i n g to conduct same. 

A number of the Leader s e c t i o n were shown some of the 
work conducted at the l a b o r a t o r y of the Dominion Experimen­
t a l Farm at Saanichton by Dr. W. Orchard. 

THE AUDUBON LECTURES 

I t may be of i n t e r e s t to our members to know that these 
l e c t u r e s have been sponsored by our S o c i e t y s i n c e October 
1st 1947, when the f i r s t l e c t u r e was given by L a u r e l 
Reynolds who i s a w e l l known photographer and l e c t u r e r , i n 
P r i n c e Robert House on Douglas S t r e e t , which b u i l d i n g was 
demolished s e v e r a l years ago. Then the C r y s t a l Garden 
Auditorium was used, but i t was not very s a t i s f a c t o r y f o r 
our purpose, n e i t h e r was the auditorium of the S . J . W i l l i s 
J u n i o r High School, which was t r i e d next. A f t e r t h a t , how­
ever (September 1953) we have used the Oak Bay J u n i o r High 
School Auditorium, to everyone's s a t i s f a c t i o n . I t i s too 
small f o r our audiences, but i s comfortable, w i t h permanent 
seats and a r a i s e d f l o o r , and having the l e c t u r e given on 
two consecutive days has e l i m i n a t e d overcrowding. 
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NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

1962 
Tuesday, GENERAL MEETING: 
Feb. 13: At the Douglas B u i l d i n g C a f e t e r i a on 

E l l i o t t S t r e e t , a t 8 p.m. 
Speakers: Mr. P. C r o f t , Mr. R. Fr y e r . 
I l l u s t r a t e d . 

Tuesday, 
Feb.20: 

F r i d a y & 
Saturday, 
Feb.23 & 24 

Saturday, 
Feb.24: 

BOTANY: 
At the Museum at 8 p.m. 
Speaker: Prof. Lowe 
Subject: D i s c u s s i o n on L i l i e s . 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR: 
At the Oak Bay J u n i o r High School Auditorium 
at 8 p.m. Both n i g h t s . 
Speaker: Howard Cleaves 
Subject: "Animals Are E x c i t i n g " 

BIRD FIELD TRIP: 
Meet at the Monterey Cafe at 9:30 a.m. 
or Mt. Douglas Park a t 10 a.m. 
B r i n g lunch. 
Leader: Mr. T.R. B r i g g s . 

The J u n i o r s w i l l meet each Saturday at the Monterey Cafe at 
H i l l s i d e and Douglas S t r e e t , at 1:30 p.m. f o r F i e l d T r i p s . 

Leader: Mr. Freeman King. 

Anyone who would l i k e to j o i n these t r i p s i s very welcome. 

A RECORD COUNT 
While the 1961 Christmas Count f o r t h i s d i s t r i c t c o n s t i ­

tutes a Canadian record f o r the number of species seen, i t 
does not mean th a t higher counts are not p o s s i b l e . In the 
count period f o r the l a s t four years 150 species have been 
i d e n t i f i e d . 
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