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This o r c h i d i s c e r t a i n l y one of our most a t t r a c t i v e w i l d 
f l o w e r s , and i n i t s n a t u r a l s e t t i n g , r i s i n g as i t does out 
of the mosses and ferns of the woods, i t has a d i s t i n c t i v e 
and d e l i c a t e appearance unsurpassed by other n a t i v e f l o w e r s . 

To quote from the Museum's handbook on the o r c h i d s of 
B r i t i s h Columbia, w r i t t e n by Dr. Adam Szczawinski and i l l u s ­
t r a t e d by Frank Beebe - "This charming l i t t l e o r c h i d i s very 
f r a g r a n t and i s e a s i l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s s l i p p e r - l i k e 
flower, w i t h an overlap forming an apron i n f r o n t . Calypso 
i s deemed by many who appreciate w i l d o r c h i d s as the most 
b e a u t i f u l of them a l l . I t i s s t i l l one of the most common 
orc h i d s i n B r i t i s h Columbia, but i t i s being exterminated 
i n places frequented by man. When the flowers are picked, 
the p l a n t i s u s u a l l y destroyed, as the s m a l l corm i s on the 
s u r f a c e , h e l d there by d e l i c a t e roots that break at the 
s l i g h t e s t touch. Calypso i s the lone r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
genus i n North America". 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS 

The double Audubon l e c t u r e s given the previous season 
having proved s u c c e s s f u l , the same arrangements have 
been made f o r next w i n t e r , the dates and l e c t u r e r s 
being as f o l l o w s ; -

F r i d a y , Sept.30th, and Saturday, Oct. 1st, 1960 — 
A l l a n Cruickshank. 

Saturday, Nov.12th, and Monday, Nov.14th, 1960 — 
Wm. Anderson 

F r i d a y , Jan„20th and Saturday, Jan.21st, 1961 
Robert Hermes 

F r i d a y , March 3rd and Saturday, March 4th, 1961 -•— 
Chester P. Lyons 

F r i d a y , A p r i l 7th and Saturday, A p r i l 8th, 1961 
L a u r e l Reynolds. 

* * * * * * * 
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"OF CRACKPOTS AND OWL-LIGHT" 

by Dorothy Palmer. 

Out of the s t i l l n e s s a breeze s t i r r e d , whispered through 
the g u l l y , s o f t l y awakened the drowsy t a r n , nudged l a z y r i p ­
p l e s across the pool to spend themselves amongst the reeds, 
the reeds nodded i n g r a c e f u l g r e e t i n g and f a r e w e l l . And a l l 
was s t i l l again. 

Mountain a i r e l a t i o n and gloaming's changing l i g h t s and 
shadows charmed the scene. F i s h , r i s i n g , strewed r i n g l e t s 
i n widening c i r c l e s of s p e n d t h r i f t g o l d ; a b a l l of f e a t h e r s 
sat on a branch overhead and kept dropping pebbles i n a bot­
t l e , s l o w l y at f i r s t , then f a s t e r and f a s t e r and f a s t e r , s a y ­
in g i n o w l - t a l k that the woods of n i g h t are h i s . 

I t i s a small lake tucked away i n the Beaufort Range, 
hidden i n a grove of cedars and hemlocks, an o l i v e green and 
brown o a s i s i n the evening shadows, surrounded by barren f o r ­
e s t d e v a s t a t i o n . The water r e f l e c t e d a pale sky above and 
across the f a r t h e r reaches s o f t henna tones m i r r o r r e d the 
i n v e r t e d contours of Mount Arrowsmith. Along the t r a i l was 
a b e t t e r view of t h i s I s l a n d v e r t e b r a u p t h r u s t i n g jagged 
crags to catch a wealth of r i c h c o l o u r i n g s from the s e t t i n g 
sun; now, as i t towered l o f t i l y above the remaining t r e e t o p s , 
i t was washed i n b r i l l i a n t a p r i c o t pink, w i t h t a t t e r e d snows 
d r i f t i n g from i t s crown to flow l a c y streamers down amethyst 
r i f t s . 

While awaiting the fisherman's r e t u r n the l i t t l e owl and 
thoughts were company, - and s o l i t u d e . 

- A bird-watcher had laughed, "They c a l l us Crackpots I" -

Each day one small b i r d w i l l c o n t r o l undesirable i n s e c t 
l i f e by e a t i n g thousands of i n s e c t s or t h e i r eggs or l a r v a e . 
Because of t h e i r usefulness to mankind — b i r d s s u r e l y m e r i t 
our g r a t i t u d e and p r o t e c t i o n . 

I t has been s a i d that i f there were no b i r d s l e f t the 
p r o l i f e r a t i n g i n s e c t l i f e would k i l l o f f a l l humans on t h i s 
e a r t h w i t h i n a few hours. 

Bird-watchers are recording the s u r v i v a l and d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n of b i r d s , not f o r love of b i r d s alone but i n the i n t e r ­
es t of a l l humanity's s u r v i v a l . 

An o r c h a r d i s t complains that the cost of i n s e c t i c i d e s 
leaves him l i t t l e p r o f i t from h i s investment and labours. 
The poison sprays k i l l o f f a high percentage of b i r d s and 
somehow he has to spend more each year on i n s e c t i c i d e s . 

"Crackpots?" 

_ • • - — I — — • 
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B i r d s take f r u i t too. I t i s s a i d t h a t b i r d s w i l l 

s a t i a t e themselves on e a r l i e r maturing non-marketable 
f r u i t s and w i l l not r e q u i r e the s a l e a b l e f r u i t . A few years 
ago we proved t h i s to be c o r r e c t . The o r c h a r d i s t would f i n d 
i t worth the e x t r a t r o u b l e . 

The o l d farmer t a l k e d about c l e a r i n g land i n the 
e a r l y twenties; slow work, he s a i d , but we kept our good 
s o i l organisms. Year a f t e r year, i n the f a l l when summer's 
drought had d r i e d the tree-stumps they were s e t a-smoulder-
i n g ; the autumn a i r was scented w i t h the pleasant resinous 
s m e l l of smoke from smouldering f i r e s and i n pasture and 
ploughland, where stumps upthrust t h e i r blackened snags, 
wisps of smoke rose autumn a f t e r autumn, and a f t e r dark 8 red 
ru b i e s j e w e l l e d the landscape. Smoke's pungency and s c a t ­
t ered red glows, - these were the autumn features of t h i s 
I sland's farmlands. He has a n o s t a l g i a f o r those autumn 
burnings. 

Nowadays, he s a i d , a b u l l d o z e r c l e a r s your acreage i n 
next to no time; i t p u l l s the s m a l l e r t r e e s out by the 
r o o t s and pushes b l a s t e d stumps and a l l d e b r i s up i n t o v a s t 
p i l e s f o r burning, l e a v i n g acres of stones and rubbish and 
d i s p l a c e d top s o i l . 

The o l d farmer s e t t l e d here w h i l e the I s l a n d was i n i t s 
hey-day; he has seen the death of that hey-day. L a t t e r l y 
the growing pains began to take h o l d as they plundered the 
Island's resources w i t h m a g n i f i c e n t l y a c c e l e r a t e d speed. 
The b i g t r e e s , the hundreds of years o l d primeval g i a n t s s-
you have to go a long way to see them now. Oh; there are a 
few s c a t t e r e d here and there, preserved by those who value 
p r i n c e l y g i f t s , - a few s t i l l standing to t e l l o f past 
g l o r i e s when t h i s I s l a n d had so many the end of them could 
not be foreseen. The c a t e r p i l l a r b u l l d o z e r s came and the 
hi g h - l e a d which drags trunks to the spar t r e e f o r l o a d i n g , 
trunks drawn f o r c e f u l l y across the ground, d e s t r o y i n g a l l 
l i f e to leave only a mess of boulders and stones and dust. 
In a few weeks v a s t acres of magnificence are reduced to 
complete d e v a s t a t i o n . Next comes r e f o r e s t a t i o n and f o r e s t -
planning, - slow and o f t e n d i s a p p o i n t i n g methods towards 
the r e t u r n of t r e e s . But the days of c o l o s s a l f o r e s t gran­
deur, - these are gone f o r the time while our type of c i v i ­
l i z a t i o n s h a l l l a s t . 

N a t u r a l i s t s b e l i e v e that a more i n t e l l i g e n t treatment 
of our f o r e s t resources would have preserved the c o n t i n u i t y 
of our great t r e e s . Ancient races were wiser i n t h e i r 
times. 
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The o l d farmer i s a l o v e r of the s o i l . He says we 

should go along w i t h nature, f o s t e r i n g our b e t t e r understan­
ding of Nature's e s s e n t i a l laws of making returns to the 
ea r t h to maintain f e r t i l e s o i l . I f we were to study L i f e ' s 
c y c l e as a whole we would stop r u i n i n g our s o i l s w i t h a r t i ­
f i c i a l chemical f e r t i l i z e r s and poisonous sprays. We blame 
d e f o r e s t a t i o n f o r the f a l l i n g water l e v e l s and that i s t r u e 
i n p a r t , but our d e s t r u c t i v e a g r i c u l t u r a l methods a l s o con­
t r i b u t e . He e x p l a i n s that p l a n t refuse c o l l e c t s water,act­
i n g as a sponge, and then too as i t d i s i n t e g r a t e s i t pro­
duces chemical a c t i o n on minerals and rocks i n the ground 
which r e l e a s e s more p l a n t food and i t increases the b i o l o g i c 
content of the s o i l and these c r e a t u r e s d i g e s t i n g the min­
e r a l s f u r t h e r b u i l d up the s o i l s . 

He i s not dogmatic; there i s a time and place f o r most 
of man's i n v e n t i o n s , he says, but he b e l i e v e s a l l extremes 
are wrong. We have mechanized and chemicalized to extremes; 
w i t h our s c i e n t i f i c formulas we appear to b e l i e v e we are 
wis e r than Old Mother Nature, - or than D i v i n e purpose i f 
you see i t that way. He says we MUST r e t u r n to l i v i n g i n 
harmony w i t h Nature or the s u i c i d e of humanity i s i n e v i t a b l e . 
He i s thought to be a "Crackpot", he t w i n k l e s . 

The b i r d s which deserted our feeding t r a y s l a s t w i n t e r 
were probably a c t i v e i n h i s f i e l d s and woodlands. Those 
same b i r d s , w i t h returned migrants, are s i n g i n g paeons from 
every t r e e and shrub i n our gardens today. L i f e without 
bird-song would be drab, f o r everybody. 

... A twig c r a c k l e d as footsteps heralded the f i s h e r ­
man's r e t u r n . The owl dropped pebbles f a s t e r and f a s t e r , 
f a d i n g as we l e f t there. 

We came to the l a s t s t r a i g h t run down towards the t w i n ­
k l i n g lights of Old A l b e r n i ; the high s h e l t e r i n g h i l l s beyond 
the town were a v a s t shadowland, i n t r i g u i n g imagination. On 
e i t h e r s i d e of us dimly perceived mountains faded i n t o the 
oncoming n i g h t ; the r i c h trappings were now withdrawn from 
Mount Arrowsmith, which h e l d i t s head a u s t e r e l y high i n i c y 
p r i d e , i t s f l a n k s and shoulders a c o l d grey. But f a r away 
to our r i g h t the plateau snowfields spread out to distances 
i n c r e d i b l y remote and from these heights mountains peeped 
over the horizon's rim to drape themselves b r i e f l y i n a baby-
pink i r r i d e s c e n c e , blushing a' Dieux to a departed day. 

What a Treasure I s l a n d t h i s i s I Those jewels of her 
crown, - today's a v a r i c i o u s m a t e r i a l i s m has not the power to 
destroy them. That much of comfort we have. 

When we escape from the c i t i e s ' narrow o r b i t Nature 
never f a i l s us. 

THE SOCIETY'S MONTHLY MEETING 
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The A p r i l General Meeting was h e l d a week e a r l i e r than 
u s u a l , to all o w a combined gathering of the T h e t i s Park 
Nature Sanctuary A s s o c i a t i o n and the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s ­
t o r y S o c i e t y to be h e l d the f o l l o w i n g Tuesday, our r e g u l a r 
meeting date. 

The meeting was very w e l l attended however, about one 
hundred members and f r i e n d s being present to see Mr. W. H. 
Gold's f i l m of Vancouver I s l a n d , which was very much enjoyed. 

Mr. Gold showed Strathcona Park as i t looked from the 
a i r , a sockeye salmon run, the n e s t i n g of the loon, and 
many b e a u t i f u l shots of flowers, scenery and b i r d s , a l l i n 
co l o u r . 

We c e r t a i n l y appreciate Mr. Gold's kindness i n coming 
down from Youbou to show us h i s magnificent f i l m . 

Mr. Freeman King reported that the house f o r Mr.Francis, 
on which many of our members had so generously donated t h e i r 
time and money, was now completed, and t h a t Mr. F r a n c i s had 
recovered h i s h e a l t h and would be i n h i s new home the f o l ­
lowing Sunday. I t should be mentioned t h a t t h i s S o c i e t y 
donated one hundred d o l l a r s toward the co s t of t h i s house 
f o r Mr. F r a n c i s . 

THE MARCH BIRD GROUP MEETING 

The B i r d Group F i e l d Day of March 26th didn' t s t a r t out 
too w e l l - A l a n Poynter had been l a i d up f o r a week or so. I t 
didn't promise to be our usual good b i r d do without him. The 
S t i r l i n g s and the Morgans were at the F r a n c i s property doing 
much more v a l u a b l e work than b i r d watching. I t looked as 
though we had had i t . But the weather c l e a r e d n i c e l y and a 
good s i z e d group of e n t h u s i a s t s turned out to do Wi t t y s and 
Royal Roads. 

Picked up the f i r s t reported l u t e s c e n t warbler of the 
sp r i n g before we could get down the W i t t y s ' steps. The bank 
was a l i v e w i t h b i r d s , a l l h u s t l e and b u s t l e . The Audubon 
warblers put on a good show. The h i g h l i g h t of the day was 
the discovery of marsh wrens on the S p i t . T h e i r song i s 
most d i s t i n c t i v e . They h e l d us there f o r the longest w h i l e 
but would not co-operate enough to l e t us have a good look 
at them. They were seen f l i c k i n g through the broom occasion­
a l l y . But the presence of these b i r d s was most i n t e r e s t i n g . 

Everyone seemed to enjoy the o u t i n g . About 70 species 
were seen. 

Tom B r l g g s 
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VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT JUNE 1st 1959 to MAY 31st 1960 

INCOME; 
Bank balance from previous year - - - - - - - - - $1,893.37 
Membership dues - • • • 403.17 
Membership dues, j u n i o r - - - - - - - - - - - - 44.00 
Bank i n t e r e s t - • -•-:: -. 8.93 
Rev. Dr. S p a r l i n g , purchase of books - - - - - - 9.72 
Tax remission _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 78.09 
Discount on payments to N a t i o n a l Audubon S o c i e t y - 64.84 
B i r d check l i s t s s o l d • 5.00 
Tra n s f e r r e d from Audubon account - - - - - - - - 463.79 
Outstanding cheques - - 205.88 

$3,176.79 

EXPENDITURES; 

Monks' Multigraph L e t t e r S e r v i c e , p r i n t i n g and 
m a i l i n g " N a t u r a l i s t " $ 407.49 

J u n i o r Branch expenses - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ 37.94 
S t a t i o n e r y and postages - - - - - - - - - - - - - 79.64 
Cost of meetings - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 76.95 
Books f o r l i b r a r y - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 41.49 
Plaque i n memory of Mr. J . Owen Clay - _ - _ _ _ 20.00 
R e g i s t r a t i o n fee _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 18.00 
A m p l i f i e r (50% of c o s t ) • - - 46.21 
M a i l i n g costs on tape recorder 14.13 
Donation; Thomas F r a n c i s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 100.00 
Bank Balance A p r i l 19th 2,334.94 

$3,176.79 

Audited 20th A p r i l I960: 

"S. Wakeford" 
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VICTORIA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

AUDUBON ACCOUNT 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT; JUNE 1st 1959 to MAY 31st 1960 

INCOME; 
Receipts from ten l e c t u r e s - - - - - - - - - - - - $2,971.03 

EXPENDITURES: 
Amusement Tax _ $ 263.35 
A d v e r t i s i n g _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200.09 
Rent of School Auditorium - - • 580.00 
Contract payment to N a t i o n a l Audubon S o c i e t y - - 1,000.00 
50% of net p r o f i t to N a t i o n a l Audubon S o c i e t y - - 463.80 
Trans f e r r e d to V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y account - 463.79 

$2,971.03 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

The net p r o f i t of the ten l e c t u r e s , a f t e r deducting the 
$1,000.00 payment to the Audubon S o c i e t y , as per our con­
t r a c t , was $927.59. H a l f of t h i s amount has been turned 
over to the Audubon S o c i e t y , which was a l s o p a r t of our con­
t r a c t w i t h them. The net p r o f i t f o r the previous season was 
$765.21. 

The net balance at the bank i s now $2,129.06, as against 
$1,893.37 on our l a s t balance sheet, an in c r e a s e of $235.69. 

Our membership now stands at 128 s i n g l e , 44 fa m i l y and 
43 j u n i o r s . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

"Eleanore Davidson" 

Treasurer. 
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SOME EFFECTS OF INSECTICIDES ON BIRDS 

by Deirdre Webb 

An e d i t o r i a l i n a recent i s s u e of the Federation of 
Ontario N a t u r a l i s t s ' " B u l l e t i n " g i v e s a graphic account of 
e x a c t l y how i n s e c t i c i d e s a f f e c t b i r d l i f e . 

Since 1955, Dr. George Wallace of the U n i v e r s i t y of 
Michigan has headed an i n v e s t i g a t i o n to study the change i n 
the b i r d p opulation i n a part of the campus where tr e e s have 
been sprayed w i t h DDT f o r Dutch Elm disease. Over the four 
year p e r i o d (1955-59), tree-top f e e d e r s — o r i o l e s , y ellow 
warblers, and v i r e o s - have disappeared e n t i r e l y , w h i l e 
chickadees and nuthatches have become very scarce. A l s o , 
numerous b i r d s have been picked up e i t h e r dead or i n a dying 
c o n d i t i o n i n c l u d i n g : r o b i n s , blue j a y s , f l i c k e r s , g r a c k l e s , 
and cowbirds. 

Dr. Wallace was p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the " r o b i n -
earthworm" s t o r y ; although, the poisoning process i s s i m i l a r 
i n other s p e c i e s ' food c y c l e s . B r i e f l y , what happens i s 
t h i s ; i n autumn earthworms eat sprayed leaves which have 
f a l l e n to the ground; during d i g e s t i o n and a s s i m i l a t i o n DDT 
i s deposited i n the worm's body t i s s u e s ; robins eat i n f e c t e d 
worms the f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g , and the DDT i s t r a n s f e r r e d to 
the b i r d ' s t i s s u e s where i t g r a d u a l l y accumulates, eventually 
reaching the b r a i n ; then convulsions and death i n v a r i a b l y 
f o l l o w i n a short time. I t has been s t a t e d that a minimum 
of eleven worms can k i l l a healthy r o b i n . But even i f they 
do not absorb a l e t h a l dose, b i r d s u s u a l l y get enough DDT to 
render them s t e r i l e , f o r the poison tends to concentrate i n 
the reproductive organs. Of s i x nests under observation on 
the sprayed campus, f i v e produced no young at a l l . S i m i l a r 
r e p o r t s come from other sprayed areas. With the very great 
y e a r l y "turnover" of the small p a s s e r i n e s , i t r e q u i r e s l i t ­
t l e imagination to v i s u a l i z e what devastation could be 
wrought, i n a very few years, by n e s t i n g f a i l u r e due to 
t h i s s t e r i l i t y . 

B a l d eagles are a l s o s u f f e r i n g from the e f f e c t s of spray­
i n g , as revealed by an account i n an Ontario newspaper from 
the town of B r o c k v i l l e on the S t . Lawrence R i v e r i n the r e ­
gion of the Thousand Islands t h i s years "There i s strong 
evidence to i n d i c a t e that i n d i s c r i m i n a t e spraying of i n s e c ­
t i c i d e s i s causing s t e r i l i t y and death i n eagles. The l a t e 
C.L. B r o l e y , known as "the Eagle Man", noted t h i s c o n d i t i o n 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n F l o r i d a . The eagles there l i v e almost en­
t i r e l y on f i s h — and the f i s h eat i n s e c t s which have f a l l e n 
i n t o the water from the i n s e c t i c i d e s p r a y i n g . 
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"Mr. Broley discovered t h a t , i n the past 20 years the 

f e r t i l i t y of eagles has dropped to 20% from 75%." 

But t h i s i s not the whole s t o r y . What of the many 
b e n e f i c i a l i n s e c t s that are destroyed along w i t h the i n ­
j u r i o u s ? And what of the i n s e c t i v o r o u s amphibians, r e p t i l e s , 
and mammals th a t may be l i v i n g i n a sprayed area? I n s e c t i ­
c i d e s are becoming more potent and more widespread i n a p p l i ­
c a t i o n every year. I n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y used they w i l l defeat 
t h e i r very purpose; they w i l l reap only a harvest of deso­
l a t i o n . 

THE ROOSEVELT ELK 
by C.J. Guiguet 

P r o v i n c i a l Museum, V i c t o r i a , B. C. 
In recent years the Roosevelt e l k , otherwise known as 

w a p i t i , has come to more p u b l i c n o t i c e than formerly, due 
l a r g e l y to the opening of a short season i n which b u l l s can 
be l e g a l l y harvested. P u b l i c r e a c t i o n i n such matters i s 
u s u a l l y f e l t f i r s t at the o f f i c e of the P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 
The l e t t e r s , phone c a l l s and queries r e c e i v e d o f t e n p o i n t 
up how l i t t l e the "average" i n d i v i d u a l ( i f there i s such 
a person) knows of the province i n which he l i v e s , or f o r 
that matter, of the i s l a n d where he makes h i s home. 

Roosevelt e l k are n a t i v e to Vancouver I s l a n d , but i n 
our experience here, p r a c t i c a l l y every person not a c t i v e 
i n some aspect of n a t u r a l h i s t o r y assumes that the species 
was introduced to the i s l a n d . Yet, elk were i n f a c t , more 
of t e n seen by e a r l y e x p l o r e r s and r e s i d e n t s than were the 
b l a c k - t a i l e d deer which are so p l e n t i f u l today. In the 
l a t e 1800's e l k roamed the Saanich P e n i n s u l a , as present-
day r e l i c s k e l e t a l remains and o l d land survey records show. 
They occurred on the lower mainland as w e l l ; i n the F r a s e r 
V a l l e y , and very l i k e l y where the c i t y of Vancouver now 
stands. 

Today they are gone from the Saanich Peninsula and from 
the lower mainland but herds occur elsewhere. There are 
populations on the Olympic Peninsula and on Vancouver I s ­
land; s u c c e s s f u l i n t r o d u c t i o n s have been made to the Kodiak 
Islands and the Kluane Reserve i n the Yukon. On Vancouver 
I s l a n d the l a r g e s t p o p u l a t i o n seems to be centred i n the 
Nanaimo Lakes - Cowichan Lake area, but herds of unknown 
s i z e occur at the head of p r a c t i c a l l y every i n l e t on the 
west coast. They are s a i d to be p l e n t i f u l at Cape S c o t t , 
and on the Nimpkish watershed and there i s a n i c e herd i n 
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the Courtenay area. 
In the past few years the Roosevelt elk on Vancouver 

I s l a n d seems to have increased i n numbers and i n range. This 
somewhat p a r a l l e l s population i n c r e a s e s apparent i n b i g game 
over many pa r t s of the province and an o p t i m i s t i c outlook 
seems warranted i n regard to the Roosevelt elk on Vancouver 
i s l a n d . 

' ZONOTRICHIA ALBICOLLIS 
On March f i r s t we found a sparrow that seemed to be a 

wee b i t d i f f e r e n t from our usual boarders, the golden-crowned 
sparrows. L i g h t wasn't too good f o r the f i r s t few times we 
had a chance to gaze at i t and i t s marks weren't too definite. 
However, one b r i g h t day i t came i n to stay awhile. We were 
able to p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f y i t as an immature white-throated 
sparrow. I t i s s m a l l compared to the Richmond Road specimen, 
which i s a beauty. From t h i s we f i g u r e d i t could be an imma­
ture female. 

As the weeks went by i t s plumage and marks improved 
v a s t l y . S t r i p e s on head seemed whiter and patch on t h r o a t 
seemed somewhat l a r g e r . When i t f i r s t came i n the golden-
crowned sparrows went f o r i t a f t e r the manner of b i r d s hog­
g i n g a l l the p i c k i n g s . Good crushed oats and wheat seem to 
have done something to i t . Now i t moves the golden-crowned 
sparrows around. 

But t h i s b i r d i s most i n t e r e s t i n g . Now f o r the q u e s t i o n . 
Is i t a b i r d of barge at large? ( V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t Feb,1960) 
Or i s i t a s t r a y that has l o s t i t s way? We'll never know, but 
i t does tend to lend a f e e l i n g of f r u s t r a t i o n . 

Last year when the H a r r i s ' sparrow was here v i s i t i n g we 
had the unusual good luck to see three of the Z o n o t r i c h i a s 
together. At that time I considered the p o s s i b i l i t y of ever 
seeing the four Z o n o t r i c h i a s en masse. At 7 A.M., on Mar.22 
A l b i c o l l i s came i n w i t h the golden-crowned sparrows f o r a 
long b r e a k f a s t . In came our f i r s t white-crowned immigrant 
of the year. So once more we have seen three out of four. 

Tom B r i g g s . 
THE SUMMER FIELD TRIPS 

On the programme page of t h i s i s s u e w i l l be found a l l 
the f i e l d t r i p s to be h e l d t h i s summer. Please keep t h i s 
copy handy as a reminder. In connection w i t h the boat t r i p s 
on J u l y 2nd and August 6th, remember that Mr, Poynter has to 
c h a r t e r a boat and make other arrangements, so please n o t i f y 
him i n good time i f you wish to p a r t i c i p a t e i n these very 
i n t e r e s t i n g excursions. There w i l l a l s o be a boat t r i p on 
Saturday, Sept,3, d e t a i l s of which w i l l be given i n the Sept. 
i s s u e of the N a t u r a l i s t . 
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JUNIOR JOTTINGS 
by Freeman King 

A c t i v i t i e s by the j u n i o r branch have been many and 
v a r i e d during the month. A t r i p i n t o the panhandle o f f 
T h e t i s Lake Park was very i n t e r e s t i n g . Many s p r i n g flowers 
were noted as w e l l as b i r d s , r e p t i l e s and the working of 
the bark b e e t l e i n the logs l e f t a f t e r the logging opera­
t i o n s . There was one p a r t i c u l a r spot noted t h a t would be 
i n t e r e s t i n g f o r the g e o l o g i s t s . When the road was pushed 
through the bush, rock was exposed, and the outcrop showed 
almost p e r f e c t l y c l e a r - c u t g l a c i e r scores. The rock was 
clean and smooth, as apparently i t had been under the f o r ­
e s t f l o o r f o r countless ages. Now i t w i l l be i n t e r e s t i n g 
to see how long i t takes before the l i c h e n s take a h o l d . 

The j u n i o r leaders have made some e x p l o r a t o r y t r i p s 
w i t h t h e i r groups i n the F r a n c i s Park area. A number went 
out and made a survey over a p a r t of s e c t i o n 78, and l i s t e d 
35 f l o w e r i n g p l a n t s , 9 t r e e s , 15 shrubs, 17 species of 
b i r d s and s e v e r a l r e p t i l e s . There i s a l o t more to see on 
the property. 

A t r i p to Terrace Mountain, Luxton. was more than i n ­
t e r e s t i n g , as the p l a n t l i f e there i s somewhat l a t e r than 
nearer the C i t y . A junco's nest w i t h three eggs i n i t was 
found. Hummingbirds abounded i n t h i s area, perhaps owing 
to the large number of red f l o w e r i n g c u r r a n t shrubs there. 
I t was i n t e r e s t i n g to note how the f i r e , which occurred 
l a s t summer, had a f f e c t e d a number of p l a n t s . They had 
apparently been forced, p o s s i b l y owing to too much potash 
being present f o r the p l a n t s to absorb n a t u r a l l y . This 
would make a f i r s t c l a s s study f o r the b o t a n i s t s . 

The leaders went to Skutz F a l l s on the Cowichan R i v e r 
f o r t h e i r monthly o u t i n g . I t was a r e a l l y wonderful t r i p , 
even i f the boys d i d NOT catch any f i s h . This country has 
been e x t e n s i v e l y logged and i t was i n t e r e s t i n g to note the 
d i f f e r e n t f l o r a t a k i n g hold i n the area. D e v i l ' s c l u b 
abounds on the banks of the r i v e r . 

An i n t e r e s t i n g s e s s i o n on trees and t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n 
was h e l d i n the P r o v i n c i a l Museum on the very wet Saturday. 
This has given the members a b e t t e r understanding of the 
growth of our n a t i v e t r e e s . 

J a n i c e Cudmore and Gerry Rushton went to the McTavlsh 
Cross Road school w i t h me on one of our speaking tours. 
They demonstrated and spoke on sea shore animals, and the 
d i f f e r e n t k i n d s of rocks which occur i n the l o c a l areas. 

i 
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1960 
NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

ANNUAL MEETING; This Annual Meeting of the 
Tuesday, S o c i e t y w i l l be h e l d i n the 
M a 5 r * Douglas B l d g . C a f e t e r i a at 8 p.m. and w i l l be 

devoted to the e l e c t i o n of o f f i c e r s and other 
business, w i t h an i n t e r l u d e of s l i d e s by Mrs. 
Slocombe and Mr. P. C r o f t . 

Saturday, COMBINED FIELD TRIP; A meeting of a l l the groups 
May 14; b i r d , botany and geology, w i l l be h e l d i n the 

G i r l Guide Camp grounds, seven m i l e s beyond Sooke 
Meet e i t h e r at Monterey Cafe at 9 a.m. or at p i c n i c s i t e at 
9;45 a.m. A l l members welcome. B r i n g lunch. I f you can sup­
p l y some t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , or need t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , phone Miss 
Joan Hannay at EV.5-1748 a f t e r 6 p.m. Further d e t a i l s w i l l 
be given at the May Annual Meeting. 

Saturday, BIRD FIELD TRIP: Shawnigan Lake. Meet at the 
June l i s Monterey Cafe at 9 a.m. or Shawnigan Lake c u t ­

o f f on the Malahat at 10 a.m. B r i n g lunch. 
Leader: Alan Poynter. 

Saturday, BOTANY FIELD TRIP; Meet at Is30 p.m. at the 
June 18: Monterey Cafe f o r John Dean Park. B r i n g tea. 

Leaders Miss M. C. Melburn. 
Saturday, 
J u l y 2; 

Saturday, 
J u l y 16: 

Saturday, 
Aug. 6; 

Saturday, 
Aug.13; 

Saturdays 
Sept.3: 

BIRD FIELD TRIP: Around Bare I s l a n d and ashore 
Meet at Monterey Cafe at 9 a.m 

10 a.m. For r e s e r v a t i o n 
8330. A l l day t r i p . 

on Sidney I s l a n d 
or a t Deep Cove wharf at 
phone Alan Poynter at EV.4 
B r i n g lunch. 
BOTANY FIELD TRIPs Meet at Monterey Cafe at 
Is 30 p.m. f o r Goldstream Park. B r i n g t e a . 
Leader: Miss M. C. Melburn. 
BIRD FIELD TRIPs P o r t l a n d I s l a n d : Meet at 
Monterey Cafe at 9 a.m., or at Deep Cove Wharf 
at 10 a.m. B r i n g lunch. For r e s e r v a t i o n , phone 
Alan Poynter. 
BOTANY FIELD TRIP: Meet at Monterey Cafe at 
1:30 p.m. f o r T h e t i s Park Nature Sanctuary; 
Sections 2 and 4. B r i n g tea. 
Leader: Miss M. C. Melburn. 
BIRD FIELD TRIP: Probably a boat t r i p . See 
September magazine f o r d e t a i l s . 

JUNIORS meet on Saturdays at Monterey Cafe f o r F i e l d T r i p s . 
Anyone i n t e r e s t e d - please phone Leader: Mr.Freeman King at 
GR.9-2966. 
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