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The r i n g - b i l l e d g u l l , as p i c t u r e d by F. L. Beebe, i s an 
unusual b i r d to be seen on t h i s coast, but on October 24th 
l a s t year Ralph Fryer i d e n t i f i e d two of them i n Beacon H i l l 
Park. This was confirmed by Mr. Charles Guiguet. Again 
on October 4th t h i s year one of our members, David S t i r l i n g , 
saw one of these g u l l s i n the park, e x a c t l y where i t had 
been seen the previous year, which was i n the pool opposite 
the deer enclosure. 

To quote from Mr. Guiguet's Handbook on the G u l l s , 
(No.13 of the s e r i e s , issued by the Museum), the r i n g - b i l l 
measures only about 18% to 19 inches long, thus i t i s much 
smaller than the h e r r i n g g u l l , and i n a d d i t i o n has y e l l o w 
r a t h e r than f l e s h - c o l o u r e d legs and f e e t . I t i s s m a l l e r , too 
than the C a l i f o r n i a , but the d i f f e r e n c e i s not so apparent. 
As both C a l i f o r n i a and r i n g - b i l l e d g u l l s have y e l l o w i s h - c o l ­
oured fee t and l e g s , the r i n g on the b i l l and the absence of 
a red spot i s the only sure c r i t e r i o n i n i d e n t i f y i n g the l a t ­
t e r . I t i s a white b i r d w i t h a g r e y i s h mantle and black 
w i n g - t i p s . The c h i e f d i s t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e i n adult plumage 
i s a dark spot on both upper and lower mandibles, which gives 
the impression of a d i s t i n c t dark r i n g around the b i l l . 

At the time of w r i t i n g (October 19th) two or more of 
these unusual g u l l s are s t i l l - i n the park. As a matter of 
f a c t Beacon H i l l Park and the adjacent shore l i n e to Clover 
Po i n t i s p o s s i b l y the best place i n the V i c t o r i a d i s t r i c t to 
observe b i r d s . At the present ,time, i n the pools, are can-
vasbacks, hooded mergansers, green-winged t e a l , p i n t a i l , 
g reater scaup, wood duck, mandarins, m a l l a r d and widgeon. 
Many species of g u l l s can be seen there at c l o s e q u a rters, 
w h i l e most of the small b i r d s of the woodlands and the f i e l d s 
can a l s o be found at t h e i r proper seasons. 

************ 
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SALAMANDER SALLIES 
G, C l i f f o r d C a r l 

P r o v i n c i a l Museum, V i c t o r i a , B.C. 

The most common t a i l e d amphibian on the southern end 
of Vancouver I s l a n d i s probably the Northwest salamander 
(Ambystoma g r a c i l e ) . True, i t i s seldom seen which accounts 
f o r i t s being so l i t t l e known. Both the a d u l t s and the 
lar v a e are s e c r e t i v e , h i d i n g by day and fora g i n g mainly by 
n i g h t , so that the average person never catches a glimpse of 
t h i s abundant animal. 

The egg masses, however, are f a i r l y conspicuous and 
the presence of these gives some idea of the abundance and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of the salamander. In A p r i l and May at sea 
l e v e l these masses may be found i n ponds and pools through­
out i t s range; at higher a l t i t u d e s the egg-laying season 
may be much l a t e r since water temperature probably i n f l u ­
ences t h e i r a c t i v i t y . 

The eggs of t h i s salamander are e a s i l y recognized. 
They are enclosed i n a mass of transparent j e l l y about the 
s i z e of a small g r a p e - f r u i t but more elongated i n shape. 
The egg i t s e l f i s more or l e s s s p h e r i c a l when f i r s t l a i d 
and about the s i z e of a buck-shot but i t soon becomes 
canoe-shaped as development takes p l a c e . Each l i e s i n a 
s p h e r i c a l c a v i t y w i t h i n the j e l l y , p r e t t y w e l l e q u a l l y 
spread throughout the mass. The number of eggs i n each 
mass v a r i e s considerably but averages about t w e n t y - f i v e . 
The whole j e l l y - c l u m p i s l a i d around a twig or stout grass-
stem f o r support. 

Another most unusual feature of these egg-masses i s 
that they become green a f t e r the f i r s t week or so of de^ 
velopment. The colour i s produced by the presence of a 
species of alga which develops w i t h i n each c a v i t y occu­
p i e d by an egg. The a l g a l c e l l s apparently m u l t i p l y as 
development of the eggs proceeds w i t h the r e s u l t that each 
j e l l y - m a s s becomes a v i v i d green by the time the larvae 
hatch. 

I t i s very p o s s i b l e that the algae and the egg are 
symbiotic i n t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p . I t seems l o g i c a l to sup­
pose that the p l a n t s u p p l i e s some oxygen f o r the develop­
ing animal, at l e a s t during the day, and that the by-pro­
ducts of the embryo are i n turn u t i l i z e d by the p l a n t . At 
any r a t e no egg-masses of t h i s salamander are ever found 
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without the a l g a and i t i s doubtful i f the a l g a can sur­
v i v e alone. How the pl a n t f i n d s i t s way i n t o the egg-mass 
i s a puzzle as yet unsolved. P o s s i b l y there are mobile 
spores which penetrate the j e l l y . 

On a v i s i t to the Jordan R i v e r - P o r t Renfrew s e c t i o n 
of the West Coast road i n e a r l y May t h i s year egg-masses 
of the Northwest salamander were found i n numerous pools 
along the way p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the wooded or r e c e n t l y 
logged-off s e c t i o n s . U s u a l l y they were found i n non-run­
ning water but o c c a s i o n a l l y they were i n back-waters of 
streams i n a s l i g h t c u r r e n t . In most cases the water was 
at l e a s t 6 inches deep but i n one instance part of the 
egg-mass p r o j e c t e d above the surface, presumedly because 
the water l e v e l had dropped since the eggs were l a i d . 

The three b a s i c requirements f o r egg-laying seem to 
be as f o l l o w s : 
Fresh water: L i k e almost a l l amphibians t h i s salamander 
i s i n t o l e r a n t of s a l t ; i t apparently never l a y s i t s eggs 
i n b r a c k i s h water. (One notable exception i s the maritime 
toad of South America which breeds i n t i d e p o o l s ) . 
Adequate depth: Eggs are n e a r l y always l a i d i n water at 
l e a s t s i x inches deep regardless of s i z e of the p o o l . This 
i s probably to assure some permanency of h a b i t a t , at l e a s t 
u n t i l the l a r v a e can develop i n t o the adult form. 
Some support: Jelly-masses are always attached to some 
support presumedly so they w i l l not become c a r r i e d away by 
current or wind. Attachment a l s o holds them f r e e of the 
bottom which prevents them from becoming s i l t e d over. 

The la r v a e hatch a f t e r some weeks, the length of the 
developmental p e r i o d depending upon the water temperature. 
Each i s about one-half inc h long and provided w i t h r a t h e r 
prominent e x t e r n a l g i l l s . In t h i s respect and i n the pre­
sence of f r o n t limbs they d i f f e r from f r o g and toad tad­
poles i n which the g i l l s are covered and legs are l a c k i n g . 
The young salamanders bury themselves i n the bottom s i l t 
by day coming f o r t h mostly at night to forage f o r food. 
They are carnivorous, feeding upon small w a t e r f l e a s , i n ­
s e c t s , t i n y clams and s i m i l a r f a r e f o r a s t a r t e r then, as 
they increase i n s i z e , they capture l a r g e r creatures even 
i n c l u d i n g t h e i r own k i n d . The best time to observe them 
or to c o l l e c t them i s at night when they may be s t a l k e d 
by f l a s h l i g h t or l a n t e r n i n the shallow water. 

Hind legs appear s h o r t l y , f i r s t as buds, then as 



32 
well-developed limbs. The four legs enable the salamander 
to creep a c t i v e l y over the bottom but swimming i s accom­
p l i s h e d by the powerful t a i l which can d r i v e the animal at 
s u r p r i s i n g speed, at l e a s t f o r short d i s t a n c e s . 

In time the l a r v a begins to undergo changes which 
e v e n t u a l l y enable i t to leave the water f o r l i f e on land. 
The g i l l s s h r i n k i n s i z e , lungs take over part of the job 
of r e s p i r a t i o n ( a s s i s t e d by the s k i n ) , the legs become 
strengthened, the t a i l f i n g r a d u a l l y disappears, and the 
animal becomes r e s t l e s s . A f t e r some days i t leaves the 
water and seeks s h e l t e r i n a moist spot probably under a 
r o t t i n g l o g ; i t returns to the pond only to breed, p o s s i ­
b l y the f o l l o w i n g season. 

A number of i n t e r e s t i n g features have been discovered 
regarding the l i f e h i s t o r y of t h i s salamander. For one,the 
time of metamorphosing to the a d u l t form i s extremely v a r i ­
a b l e . I t may occur at the end of the f i r s t summer, as i t 
does w i t h most amphibians that develop i n water, or i t may 
be delayed u n t i l the second season, or i t may be put o f f 
i n d e f i n i t e l y . The change-over i s probably dependent upon 
temperature and food. Thus, at sea l e v e l most la r v a e pro­
bably transform to the adult stage by e a r l y f a l l w h i l e 
those at higher e l e v a t i o n s ( f o r example on the Forbidden 
P l a t e a u at 3800 f e e t ) wait u n t i l the f o l l o w i n g summer. 

Under c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s l a r v a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ( g i l l s , 
and an a q u a t i c existence) may be r e t a i n e d permanently and 
the animal may even breed w h i l e s t i l l i n the l a r v a l stage! 
This phenomenon i s known as neoteny and i s found occasion­
a l l y among c e r t a i n i n s e c t s as w e l l . I t i s not known i f any 
B r i t i s h Columbia salamanders have t h i s most unusual h a b i t 
but i t i s very p o s s i b l e . Here i s a f i e l d of research w i t h 
much promise of reward. 

THE HUDSONIAU CURLEW 
On October 20th, 1955, two Hudsonian Curlews appeared 

at Oak Bay Park. A year l a t e r , on the 21st of October two 
were seen here again. The f o l l o w i n g year 1957, they were 
not seen u n t i l November 10th. On October 18th of the pre­
sent year we again saw two of them on the rocks c l o s e to 
the Oak Bay Park. I t i s c e r t a i n l y r a t h e r remarkable that 
f o r four successive years they should t u r n up at the same 
place and about the same time. Whether they are the same 
b i r d s or not i t i s impossible to say. 

BIRD NOTES FROM SAANICH 
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by George A. Hardy. 
BLACK-THROATED GREY WARBLER: 

This b i r d has twice come to my n o t i c e . Once on August 
29th, 1951, i n the Lost Lake d i s t r i c t , and again t h i s year 
on August 17th, when a lone b i r d gave me a f i n e view of i t ­
s e l f as i t preened i t s f e a t h e r s on a w i l l o w bough a f t e r a 
hasty dip i n the b i r d pool near the house. 

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW: 
A p a i r that brought up t h e i r young i n a nest box near 

the house gave an i n s i g h t i n t o the manner of development 
of i t s brood, which i n t h i s case was p r o t r a c t e d over a con­
s i d e r a b l e p e r i o d . As the young grow stronger one or more 
wait at the entrance of the nest box where they are fed by 
the parents, which do not now enter the box. This means 
the strongest b i r d gets the food. I t i s t h e r e f o r e able to 
f l y before i t s companions, when the next strongest gets a l l 
the a t t e n t i o n , u n t i l only one i s l e f t , but the parent b i r d s 
keep at i t u n t i l they have a l l been reared. Thus there was 
no general exodus of the whole brood, but a gradual and 
prolonged p e r i o d of feeding to m a t u r i t y . The f i r s t f l y i n g 
young never returned to the nest. Unless t h i s sequence had 
been observed, one could have thought that only one young, 
the l a s t , was s u c c e s s f u l l y reared. 

DOWNY WOODPECKER: 
A p a i r of these b i r d s has frequented our garden on and 

o f f f o r the past three years, a t t r a c t e d i n the f i r s t place 
by a continuous supply of f a t and r o l l e d oats. They have 
developed a h a b i t of pecking away at the bark of c e r t a i n 
s a p l i n g s of h e a l t h y Douglas f i r s nearby, e v i d e n t l y w i t h 
the object of feeding on the exuding sap. Quite extensive 
i r r e g u l a r patches of bark-denuded areas now occur on a 
couple of s a p l i n g s , about two to three inches i n diameter 
and about t h i r t y f e e t h i g h . I counted at l e a s t nine patches 
i n one t r e e , each three to four inches wide and eight to ten 
inches long, and many smaller ones i n between. One of the 
s a p l i n g s i s now i n a dying c o n d i t i o n , due to too much work 
on the part of the downy. U s u a l l y these b i r d s devote t h e i r 
debarking a c t i v i t i e s to dead or dying branches of v a r i o u s 
t r e e s . 

(continued over) 
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TREE CREEPER: 

A tree creeper nested near our house t h i s season(1958). 
The nest was b u i l t between the loose bark and trunk of a 
l a r g e cedar t r e e . The bark was attached above and hanging 
q u i t e f r e e at the lower end, and could e a s i l y be l i f t e d away 
from the trunk s u f f i c i e n t l y wide f o r a person to stand under 
i t . Nevertheless the creeper b u i l t i t s nest near the lower 
end, and des p i t e the movement of the bark by the wind or by 
other means, the nest was i n no way endangered. A f t e r the 
brood was s u c c e s s f u l l y reared, the nest was c l o s e l y examined 
and found to be made of coarse pieces of s c a l y cedar from 
the outer p a r t of the bark and these were attached together 
and to the i n s i d e of the bark and trunk w i t h the u n r a v e l l e d 
s i l k e n cocoons of s p i d e r s . These gave to the whole an e l a s ­
t i c i t y and r e s i l i e n c e of a loose sponge, s t r e t c h i n g and r e ­
t r a c t i n g w i t h the movement of the bark. The nest was l i n e d 
w i t h the f i n e inner bark of the same t r e e . 

The creepers were f i r s t observed b u i l d i n g on A p r i l 26, 
the brood being f u l l y fledged by May 16. Before they could 
f l y though w e l l developed, the young would dash up from the 
nest and climb between the bark and the t r e e high up out of 
s i g h t , remaining there u n t i l a l l signs of danger had passed. 

SONG SPARROW: 
That a male b i r d of se v e r a l species w i l l a t t a c k i t s r e ­

f l e c t i o n i n a window i s w e l l known, but what about a female? 
This a c t i o n by a female song sparrow was b a r e l y n o t i c e d un­
t i l i t had kept at i t p e r s i s t e n t l y over a p e r i o d of ten days 
or more. Various t h e o r i e s were advanced by us as to t h i s un­
usual a c t i o n of the b i r d . A day or two a f t e r the f i r s t a t t a c k 
on the window i t was n o t i c e d that the b i r d behaved r a t h e r 
d i f f e r e n t l y at times. Instead of c e a s e l e s s l y pecking at the 
window and g e t t i n g a l l out of breath over i t , i t would s i d l e 
up to the window f l u t t e r i n g i t s wings as i f begging f o r food. 
I t was t h i s a c t i o n that decided us that t h i s was the female, 
apparently m i s t a k i n g her own r e f l e c t i o n f o r her mate and no 
doubt wondering why he d i d not respond. 

The sex of the b i r d was v e r i f i e d l a t e r by observing the 
male and female together nearby. 

AMERICAN MERGANSERS 
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by P h i l i p Symons 

In l a t e May and e a r l y June many of the l a r g e streams 
of Vancouver I s l a n d and the nearby mainland become the 
f i s h i n g grounds f o r f a m i l i e s of American Mergansers. Mother 
and ducklings can be seen going about t h e i r d a i l y a f f a i r s 
from s p r i n g u n t i l September. The males seem to take no part 
i n f a m i l y l i f e , l e a v i n g the r e a r i n g of the young to the 
mother. She i s most o f t e n seen f o l l o w i n g along behind her 
busy youngsters, except i n times of danger or supposed dan­
ger, when she takes the lead i n a hurry and the whole f a m i l y 
moves out f a s t , t h e i r f e e t working at a f u r i o u s r a t e . They 
r i s e r i g h t out of the water and bounce along the s u r f a c e , 
l i k e a group of outboard r a c e r s . They have no t r o u b l e scut­
t l i n g up and down r a p i d s , which one would t h i n k impossible 
f o r such young n a v i g a t o r s . They r a r e l y take to the shore, 
except f o r short r e s t i n g periods and preening p a r t i e s . 

They are t r u l y marvellous swimmers. There i s a dam 
across the o u t l e t of Great C e n t r a l Lake near A l b e r n i ; the 
r i v e r below the dam i s churned i n t o a cauldren of waves, 
w h i r l - p o o l s and a i r bubbles by an e i g h t - f o o t water f a l l , t h a t 
forms the overflow. At one time I was amazed to see f i v e or 
s i x j u v e n i l e , but f u l l y grown mergansers suddenly appear i n 
the s w i r l i n g water a l i t t l e below the water f a l l . They had 
swum upstream, under water. How they could see where they 
were going when below the surface i n the midst of that 
maelstrom i s a mystery. 

During most of the d a y l i g h t hours the ducklings spend 
t h e i r time searching f o r food. B r e a k f a s t , lunch and supper, 
i t i s always the same; salmon f r y , young t r o u t and other 
f i s h . They are c o n t i n u a l l y bobbing up and down i n t h e i r 
quest f o r f i s h . I once saw four young mergansers swimming 
s w i f t l y downstream, every few minutes p u t t i n g t h e i r heads 
under water without pausing i n t h e i r journey. Presumably 
they were l o o k i n g f o r dinner. The r i v e r must have been 
empty that day f o r they never stopped or dived, but h u r r i e d 
on round the bend downstream s t i l l searching d i l i g e n t l y . 

There i s one l i t t l e r o u t i n e these b i r d s go through f o r 
which I can f i n d no e x p l a n a t i o n . I was watching a group of 
ten f u l l - g r o w n youngsters coming downstream and, as they 
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approached the r a p i d s , down which they bounced one at a 
time, n e a r l y every b i r d would q u i c k l y t i p h i s b i l l up and 
down. The movement was j u s t a quick f l i p of the b i l l . I f 
there i s any s i g n i f i c a n c e i n t h i s gesture, the mergansers 
and perhaps the o c c a s i o n a l n a t u r a l i s t , are the only ones 
to a ppreciate i t . 

HAWK "SHADOW-BOXES" CROWS 
by M. Jackson, Fanny Bay 

For many months we have at times been aware of a pecu 
l i a r growling n o t e - - " g r - r - r - r " - - u t t e r e d by members of a 
band of fish-crows which v i s i t s us d a i l y . This sound we 
have f o r some time l e a r n t , means that one of the band i s 
being pursued by a sharp-shinned hawk. We have puzzled 
over t h i s , since a c c i p i t e r s do not normally attempt to 
se i z e prey i n the a i r . I t appears that i t i s a l l a game, 
at l e a s t , f o r the hawk. 

Today we were afforded a good view of the e n t i r e per­
formance. The young crows have now learned to counter­
a t t a c k , and one was seen to be pursued by a sharp-shinned 
hawk as usual when he suddenly turned and now i t was the 
hawk's time to be pursued. He flew i n t o a t a l l , bare tr e e 
and the crow s e t t l e d w i t h i n a few inches of him. Other 
eyes had seen the hawk, and re-inforcements a r r i v e d from 
north and south. A crow l i t on the same branch as the 
hawk, and "growled". There was a b r i e f pause, and then 
the hawk dived downward from h i s perch. 

We could c l e a r l y detect the e x u l t a n t glee i n the 
growl that followed the hawk's r e t r e a t as the l i t t l e band 
of crows fle w i n hot p u r s u i t . No harm was done, but a 
good time was had by a l l . 

BIRD GROUP MEETING 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 4 t h , 1958 
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The group met at Macdonald P r o v i n c i a l Park Campsite 
near Sidney, and spent an hour walking through s e v e r a l of 
the campsites, seeing only a few b i r d s i n the dense under­
brush. In a l l 28 persons turned out, i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l new 
and very welcome members. 

The t i d e was high i n the e a r l y morning, but the c a l l 
made at Randle's Boat Landing proved to be very worth w h i l e . 
P i n t a i l and baldpate were q u i t e numerous, and three green-
winged t e a l f l e w i n to feed. A l s o b l a c k turnstone, western 
sandpiper and greater y e l l o w l e g s were feeding on a small 
sandbar, together w i t h s e v e r a l species of g u l l s and two 
very s t a t e l y herons. 

Mrs. Sherman was k i n d enough to i n v i t e us to lunch on 
t h e i r property on Canoe Cove, and a l s o showed us over a 
neighbouring property where we had a good look at golden-
crowned k i n g l e t s , brown creepers, nuthatches and a very 
condescending hermit thrush. 

The 'Quiet Please' s i g n at the Resthaven H o s p i t a l was 
being completely ignored by a f l o c k of about ei g h t hundred 
redwing and Brewer's b l a c k b i r d s upon our a r r i v a l , and the 
b i r d s held our a t t e n t i o n f o r a wh i l e as we found that a 
number of s t a r l i n g s were mixed i n w i t h them. 

We a l s o l i s t e d numerous waterbirds i n c l u d i n g the ruddy 
duck, double-crested cormorant, common t e r n , marbled murre-
l e t and common loon. 

Several of the group ended the t r i p by c a l l i n g at 
Oystercatcher Bay, n a t u r a l l y to see the b l a c k oyster cat­
chers, nineteen of which were on the rocks a short distance 
from the beach. Only f i f t e e n minutes at t h i s choice spot 
turned up the p a r a s i t i c jaeger, two fox sparrows, one eared 
grebe and a unique s i g h t i n four surf s c o t e r s , one white-
winged scoter and four American scoters c r o s s i n g the bay i n 
s i n g l e f i l e (The American scoter i s by no means a common 
b i r d i n t h i s a r ea). 

In a l l a t o t a l of 69 species was l i s t e d . I w i l l not 
attempt to p i c k a h i g h l i g h t f o r the day, as together w i t h 
the b e a u t i f u l weather, the very pleasant company and an 
abundance of b i r d s , the outing was more than s a t i s f y i n g . 

Alan Poynter. 
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THE GENERAL MEETING 

The monthly meeting f o r October took place i n the 
Museum on the 14th. 

Dr. A. 0. Hayes announced that Mr. P. M. Monckton 
had resigned from the presidency of the S o c i e t y , on ac­
count of the f a c t that h i s work would take him away from 
V i c t o r i a f o r most of the w i n t e r . Mrs. Soulsby, the v i c e 
p r e s i d e n t , was proposed as president f o r the balance of 
the year, and t h i s was approved by a vote of the members 
present. 

A nomination committee was formed to submit names 
fo r the vacant post of v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , to be voted on at 
the next general meeting on November 11th. 

The speaker f o r the evening was Mr. A.E. C o l l i n s , o f 
the B r i t i s h Columbia Forest S e r v i c e , who gave an i l l u s ­
t r a t e d t a l k on the h i s t o r y of f o r e s t r y , and some d e t a i l s 
of f o r e s t r y p r a c t i c e i n B r i t i s h Columbia. 

THE JOY OF LIVING 

Near the Resthaven H o s p i t a l on Saturday, October 11, 
there was a f l o c k of about two hundred mixed red-winged 
and Brewer's b l a c k b i r d s . They appeared to be e x c i t e d and 
were making an i n d e s c r i b a b l e v a r i e t y of no i s e s . Suddenly 
they a l l swooped over the bay clo s e to the surface, some 
of them a c t u a l l y dipping i n t o the water. I t was apparent 
they were up to some m i s c h i e f , and as we watched they 
f l e w over the f l o c k s of scaup and s c o t e r s , making them 
a l l d i v e . T i r i n g of t h i s , they h a r r i e d the f l y i n g g u l l s , 
c l o s i n g i n on them i n a mass, chasing them i n d i v i d u a l l y 
and c o l l e c t i v e l y . The g u l l s were a l l bewildered, and flew 
from the area. Then they had a go at the k i l l d e e r , y e l -
lowlegs and g u l l s on the mud f l a t s , f o r c i n g them to f l y . 
For a while there was pandemonium on the bay, the black­
b i r d s e v i d e n t l y enjoying the commotion they were making. 
They continued t h e i r p l a y f o r some time, f i n a l l y f l y i n g 
o f f to the tops of the t a l l f i r trees near the h o s p i t a l , 
where they resumed t h e i r chorus of w h i s t l e s , squeaks and 
comments. 

As an e x h i b i t i o n of b i r d s having a good time, i t was 
worth seeing. 

A.R.D. 

THE JUNIOR PAGE 
by Freeman King 

39 

On Saturday, September 27th, a cavalcade of s i x cars 
l e f t the Monterey Cafe parking l o t about 10:30 a.m. f o r a 
t r i p to Leechtown. Going over the Malahat was good, and 
the wonderful scenery l o o k i n g over the Saanich Arm was worth 
the t r i p . We went v i a the Shawnigan Lake c u t - o f f , and 
then turned back down the road to Sooke Lake which, while 
i t was O.K. i n spots, was p r e t t y rough, and so winding that 
i n a couple of places you almost met y o u r s e l f coming back. 

The t r i p through the v i r g i n timbers of the Greater 
V i c t o r i a Watershed was w e l l worth seeing, even i f one can­
not leave the road. 

On a r r i v a l at the o l d townsite of Leechtown we parked 
the cars and explored the surroundings. The l i t t l e shack 
that i s the post o f f i c e i s unique, an unpainted board shack, 
yet flowers and p l a n t s were growing w i t h a r i o t of colour 
and the b u i l d i n g was w e l l looked a f t e r . 

Since the f i r e which burned the sawmill down a few 
years ago only a few of the loggers stay and batch i n one 
of the o l d bunk-houses, most of them coming i n from the out­
s i d e . We looked over the o l d s i t e and then went down to 
the Sooke r i v e r f o r lunch, afterwards going to see the monu­
ment which has been b u i l t i n memory of the gold rush days 
when the s i t e was a hive of a c t i v i t i e s . 

The c h i l d r e n explored the d i f f e r e n t reaches of the 
r i v e r and panned f o r g o l d . Some small f l e c k s were found, 
but i t was mostly f o o l ' s gold or mica, but they a l l got a 
t h r i l l out of t r y i n g t h e i r l u c k . The boulders and stones 
i n the creeks were wet and s l i p p e r y and wet feet seemed to 
be the order of the day f o r most everyone. The pool over 
the logging bridge looked i n v i t i n g enough f o r a swim and 
many wished they had brought t h e i r bathing s u i t s . 

The s t a r t f o r home came, and a f t e r loading the cars 
w i t h samples of rocks " f u l l of gold and other precious 
metals" we were on our way. 

A r e a l adventure and a wonderful time, thanks to those 
parents who so k i n d l y provided t h e i r cars f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

We are loo k i n g forward to our next month's a l l day t r i p 
and f u r t h e r adventures f a r a f i e l d . 
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1958 
Saturday 
November 8: 

Tuesday 
November 
11th 

Saturday 
November 
15th 

NOTICE OF MEETINGS 
FUNGUS FORAY: T h e t i s Lake Park, under 
le a d e r s h i p of Miss M. C. Melburn. Meet 
at Monterey Cafe, 2703 Douglas S t r e e t , 
at 1:30 p.m. Brin g t e a . 
GENERAL MEETING of the month f o r a l l 
members and prosp e c t i v e members. 
Mr. Jack Todd, well-known out-of-doors 
e n t h u s i a s t , w i l l show moving p i c t u r e s of 
nature su b j e c t s . The Museum at 8 p.m. 

BIRD GROUP FIELD DAY: Leader: Mr.J.O. Clay, 
to I s l a n d View Beach. Meet at Monterey Cafe 
at 9:30 a.m. or I s l a n d View Beach at 10 
o'clock. B r i n g lunch. 

Tuesday 
November 
18th 

Saturday 
November 
22nd 

Tuesday 
November 
25th 

GEOLOGY; Speaker: Mr. W. G. M i l n e , 
s e i s m o l o g i s t at the A s t r o p h y s i c a l Observa­
t o r y , on the subject of earthquakes; cause; 
e f f e c t s ; measurement of and d i s a s t r o u s ones 
of the past. The Museum at 8 p.m. 

GEOLOGY FIELD TRIP: Goldstream - f o r s e d i ­
ments and v o l c a n i c s . Leader: Mr.A.H.Marrion, 
Meet at 1:30 p.m. at the Monterey Cafe. 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR: Mr. Robert C. Hermes, 
"Ranch of the Purple Flowers", ' w i l d l i f e i n 
colour and a c t i o n . ' 
At the Oak Bay Ju n i o r High School on 
Cadboro Bay Road at 8 p.m. 

JUNIORS: Mr. Freeman King, Conservation Chairman, 
goes out every Saturday w i t h an e n t e r p r i s i n g 
band of f o l l o w e r s . 
J o i n i n , older members, i f you can, and watch 
or take part i n a c t i v i t i e s . 

Telephone him at GRanite 9-2966. 
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