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It is now five years since the first nest of the mourn-
ing dove was found on Vancouver Island. To be exact, the
nest was discovered near Mount Douglas on July 16th, 1953,
by Mr. George A. Hardy. Three years later another was found
by Mr. and Mrs. G. J. Jackson in their garden on Cedar Hill
Cross Road. 1In neither case did the doves succeed in rais-
ing any young in the nests found. Crows were presumed to be
responsible.

On July 25th of this year Mr. Doug. Wood came across a
mourning dove's nest on the ground near the road to Butch-
art's Garden. By August lst the two eggs were pipped, and
by the 8th the young were well grown. His final observation
was on August 12th at which time the birds were fully feath-
ered and apparently ready to leave the nest. One of the
young was much larger than the other.

Mr. Wood states that at this time mourning doves can be
seen in small flocks of six to ten birds on the Island View
Beach Road, on the Downey Road, Deep Cove area, and occasion-
ally on the fields near Dieppe Road.

So it is evident that several pairs have been success-
ful with their broods this year. It is believed these
mourning doves migrate in the fall and return rather late
the following spring.

This will be a new bird to add to our list of summer
residents. It is interesting that certain species are con-
tinually extending their territory, the other two in the
Victoria area of late years being the bush-tit and the house
finch.
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THE ANNUAL MEETING

The annual, meeting of the Society was held this year in
the cafeteria of the Douglas Building on May 13th, the Pre-
sident, Mr. P. M, Monckton being in the chair.

About seventy-five members attended this meeting, which
was really more of a social gathering than a formal meeting,
but a certain amount of business was transacted.

Some discussionwas held on the forthcoming Audubon
Lectures, details of which will be found in this 1issue.

The revised Constitution of the Society was adopted and
a copy of same is being mailed to each member.

Mrs. Soulsby was appointed as our representative to
talk over the matter of the Federation of Naturalists with
the Vancouver Natural History Society, and to endeavour to
have some action taken at an early date.

REPORT OF THE GEOLOGY GROUP
1957 - 1958
by A. H. Marrion

There was no group chairman during the past year. The
following activities however were carried out.

Sept.21st: The writer led a group of twenty members to
the end of the Saanich peninsula along Lands End Road. An
outline of the history of the local shales was given in the
dining hall of the Baptist Camp "Sylvan Acres®. This was
followed by an examination of the cuttings along the road-
way - Interest gradually grew as fossils were found. Dr.
Hayes later obtained identification of one type of fossil,
the extinct Inoceramus, two species of which have been re-
ported from the Nanaimo formation (l.vancouverensis and
I. sagensis) of Upper Cretaceous age. A very pleasant af-
ternoon was finished at the seashore home of Mr.& Mrs.
Sherman, who kindly supplied afternoon tea.

March 18th: A talk on fossil areas of south Vancouver
Island was given by the writer, who listed different for-
mations, their ages, and the fossils which have been found
and identified by various collectors. Twenty-one members
attended. At the request of members, a synopsis of the
talk will be submitted to the magazine.

February 10th: The Victoria Lapidary Club kindly ex-
tended an invitation to our members to hear a lecture by
Dr. S. S. Holland of the Mines Dept. which was given in
the Board Room of the City Hall. The speaker explained

the differences between jade and other closely allied rocks,
such as nephrite, and the sources from which supplies are
obtained. Many Indian artifacts are composed of nephrite,
boulders of which have been found in the Fraser River Val-

ley.

April 15th: Dr. A. 0. Hayes gave a very interesting talk
entitled "Volcanoes®™. Their origin and composition- lava,
ashes, etc. - were dealt with. Maps showed lines of weak-

ness of the earth"s crust, such as along the west coast of
North America marked by a line of volcanoes including Baker,
Rainier, Adams, St. Helens, Lassen and Shasta 1in the United
States portion. Illustrative pictures rounded out the talk,
enjoyed by a good sized audience.

1957 REPORT OF BOTANY FIELD TRIPS
by M. C. Melburn.

The Botany Group made five field trips during the 1957
season. These were as follows:-
April 27 - Mt. Douglas

May 11 - Thetis Lake Park
June 8 - George Pringle Memorial Camp (Shawnigan
July 20 - Goldstream Park. Lake)

August 17 - John Dean Park.

The average attendance on these trips was 27, the larg-
est number turning out for the all-day trip to Shawnigan
Lake.

Of the 60 species observed at Mt. Douglas probably the
best remembered would be the little monkey flower (Mimulus
alsinoides), nestled in the rock crevices, red maids
(Calandrinia caulescens) along the upper dry paths, the
oddly-fringed fruit of the lace-pod plant (Thysanocarpus
curvipes) and the mass of chocolate-tips (Leptotaeniadis-
secta) spread out at the base of a cliff near the summit.

Thetis Park with its larger area and greater variety
of habitats provided us with 93 species, ranging in size
from the tiny lady®"s mantle (Alchemilla macrosepala) to
the buxom balsam-root (Balsamorhiza deltoidea) displaying
its numerous golden-yellow heads. A fine patch of bunch-
berry (Cornus canadensis) close to the water was new to
many in the party and much admired; but every one greeted
vanilla-leaf (Achlys triphylla), grove-lover (Nemophila
parviflora) and broom-rape (Orobanche uniflora) like the
old friends that they are.

Along the shore-line at Shawnigan Lake we found such



