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OUR COVER 

I t i s now f i v e years since the f i r s t nest of the mourn­
ing dove was found on Vancouver I s l a n d . To be exact, the 
nest was discovered near Mount Douglas on J u l y 16th, 1953, 
by Mr. George A. Hardy. Three years l a t e r another was found 
by Mr. and Mrs. G. J . Jackson i n t h e i r garden on Cedar H i l l 
Cross Road. In n e i t h e r case d i d the doves succeed i n r a i s ­
ing any young i n the nests found. Crows were presumed to be 
r e s p o n s i b l e . 

On J u l y 25th of t h i s year Mr. Doug. Wood came across a 
mourning dove's nest on the ground near the road to Butch-
a r t ' s Garden. By August 1st the two eggs were pipped, and 
by the 8th the young were w e l l grown. His f i n a l o bservation 
was on August 12th at which time the b i r d s were f u l l y f e a t h ­
ered and apparently ready to leave the nest. One of the 
young was much l a r g e r than the other. 

Mr. Wood s t a t e s that at t h i s time mourning doves can be 
seen i n small f l o c k s of s i x to ten b i r d s on the I s l a n d View 
Beach Road, on the Downey Road, Deep Cove area, and occasion­
a l l y on the f i e l d s near Dieppe Road. 

So i t i s evident that s e v e r a l p a i r s have been success­
f u l w i t h t h e i r broods t h i s year. I t i s b e l i e v e d these 
mourning doves migrate i n the f a l l and r e t u r n r a t h e r l a t e 
the f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g . 

This w i l l be a new b i r d to add to our l i s t of summer 
r e s i d e n t s . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g that c e r t a i n species are con­
t i n u a l l y extending t h e i r t e r r i t o r y , the other two i n the 
V i c t o r i a area of l a t e years being the b u s h - t i t and the house 
f i n c h . 

* * * * * * 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual, meeting of the S o c i e t y was h e l d t h i s year i n 
the c a f e t e r i a of the Douglas B u i l d i n g on May 13th, the Pre­
s i d e n t , Mr. P. M, Monckton being i n the c h a i r . 

About s e v e n t y - f i v e members attended t h i s meeting, which 
was r e a l l y more of a s o c i a l gathering than a formal meeting, 
but a c e r t a i n amount of business was transacted. 

Some d i s c u s s i o n was h e l d on the forthcoming Audubon 
Lec t u r e s , d e t a i l s of which w i l l be found i n t h i s i s s u e . 

The r e v i s e d C o n s t i t u t i o n of the S o c i e t y was adopted and 
a copy of same i s being mailed to each member. 

Mrs. Soulsby was appointed as our r e p r e s e n t a t i v e to 
t a l k over the matter of the F e d e r a t i o n of N a t u r a l i s t s w i t h 
the Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y , and to endeavour to 
have some a c t i o n taken at an e a r l y date. 

REPORT OF THE GEOLOGY GROUP 
1957 - 1958 

by A. H. Marrion 
There was no group chairman during the past year. The 

f o l l o w i n g a c t i v i t i e s however were c a r r i e d out. 
Sept.21st: The w r i t e r l e d a group of twenty members to 

the end of the Saanich peninsula along Lands End Road. An 
o u t l i n e of the h i s t o r y of the l o c a l shales was given i n the 
d i n i n g h a l l of the B a p t i s t Camp 'Sylvan Acres'. This was 
f o l l o w e d by an examination of the c u t t i n g s along the road­
way. I n t e r e s t g r a d u a l l y grew as f o s s i l s were found. Dr. 
Hayes l a t e r obtained i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of one type of f o s s i l , 
the e x t i n c t Inoceramus, two species of which have been r e ­
ported from the Nanaimo formation (I.vancouverensis and 
I. sagensis) of Upper Cretaceous age. A very pleasant a f ­
ternoon was f i n i s h e d at the seashore home of Mr.& Mrs. 
Sherman, who k i n d l y s u p p l i e d afternoon t e a . 

March 18th: A t a l k on f o s s i l areas of south Vancouver 
I s l a n d was given by the w r i t e r , who l i s t e d d i f f e r e n t f o r ­
mations, t h e i r ages, and the f o s s i l s which have been found 
and i d e n t i f i e d by v a r i o u s c o l l e c t o r s . Twenty-one members 
attended. At the request of members, a synopsis of the 
t a l k w i l l be submitted to the magazine. 

February 10th: The V i c t o r i a Lapidary Club k i n d l y ex­
tended an i n v i t a t i o n to our members to hear a l e c t u r e by 
Dr. S. S. Holland of the Mines Dept. which was given i n 
the Board Room of the C i t y H a l l . The speaker explained 

the d i f f e r e n c e s between jade and other c l o s e l y a l l i e d r o c k s , 
such as n e p h r i t e , and the sources from which s u p p l i e s are 
obtained. Many Indian a r t i f a c t s are composed of n e p h r i t e , 
boulders of which have been found i n the Fraser R i v e r V a l ­
l e y . 
A p r i l 15th: Dr. A. 0. Hayes gave a very i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k 
e n t i t l e d 'Volcanoes'. T h e i r o r i g i n and composition- l a v a , 
ashes, e t c . - were d e a l t w i t h . Maps showed l i n e s of weak­
ness of the earth's c r u s t , such as along the west coast of 
North America marked by a l i n e of volcanoes i n c l u d i n g Baker, 
R a i n i e r , Adams, S t . Helens, Lassen and Shasta i n the United 
States p o r t i o n . I l l u s t r a t i v e p i c t u r e s rounded out the t a l k , 
enjoyed by a good s i z e d audience. 

1957 REPORT OF BOTANY FIELD TRIPS 
by M. C. Melburn. 

The Botany Group made f i v e f i e l d t r i p s during the 1957 
season. These were as f o l l o w s : -

A p r i l 27 - Mt. Douglas 
May 11 - T h e t i s Lake Park 
June 8 - George P r i n g l e Memorial Camp (Shawnigan 
J u l y 20 - Goldstream Park. Lake) 
August 17 - John Dean Park. 
The average attendance on these t r i p s was 27, the l a r g ­

est number t u r n i n g out f o r the a l l - d a y t r i p to Shawnigan 
Lake. 

Of the 60 species observed at Mt. Douglas probably the 
best remembered would be the l i t t l e monkey flower (Mimulus 
a l s i n o i d e s ) , n e s t l e d i n the rock c r e v i c e s , red maids 
( C a l a n d r i n i a caulescens) along the upper dry paths, the 
o d d l y - f r i n g e d f r u i t of the lace-pod p l a n t (Thysanocarpus 
curvipes) and the mass of c h o c o l a t e - t i p s (Leptotaenia d i s -
secta) spread out at the base of a c l i f f near the summit. 

T h e t i s Park w i t h i t s l a r g e r area and greater v a r i e t y 
of h a b i t a t s provided us w i t h 93 s p e c i e s , ranging i n s i z e 
from the t i n y lady's mantle ( A l c h e m i l l a macrosepala) to 
the buxom balsam-root (Balsamorhiza d e l t o i d e a ) d i s p l a y i n g 
i t s numerous golden-yellow heads. A f i n e patch of bunch-
berry (Cornus canadensis) c l o s e to the water was new to 
many i n the party and much admired; but every one greeted 
v a n i l l a - l e a f (Achlys t r i p h y l l a ) , grove-lover (Nemophila 
p a r v i f l o r a ) and broom-rape (Orobanche u n i f l o r a ) l i k e the 
o l d f r i e n d s that they a r e . 

Along the s h o r e - l i n e at Shawnigan Lake we found such 


