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OUR COVER 

The mink, a dark brown weasel-like mammal occurs through
out the province except on the Queen Charlottes and c e r t a i n 
other coastal i s l a n d s . The adult male weighs up to three 
pounds and measures about two feet long including a moderate
l y bushy t a i l of 7 or 8 inches. In recent years mutants have 
been bred by mink ranchers and quite a range of colour v a r i 
ations have so evolved. Such mutants, of course, occur reg
u l a r l y i n nature, but have no chance of e s t a b l i s h i n g the 
homogeneous populations produced by s e l e c t i v e breeding i n 
the ranch pens. Thus by f a r the great majority of wild mink 
are brown, most usually a dark r i c h brown, which, coupled 
with the f i n e dense pelage make mink valuable fur. 

This animal represents an early stage i n the evolution 
of the aquatic mammal. I t l i v e s near the water and feeds 
l a r g e l y on f i s h and other aquatic animals. I t i s an ex c e l 
lent swimmer, though the feet are unwebbed and the body not 
stream-lined to the extent that i t i s i n the o t t e r s , seals 
and sea l i o n s . The limbs are r e l a t i v e l y short however, a 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the aquatic mammal. Nevertheless on land 
the mink i s a g i l e , weasel-like i n action, and quite an e f f i 
c i e n t predator on birds and other mammals. In coastal B r i 
t i s h Columbia the mink i s a beach-comber and i n many areas 
shows a d i s t i n c t preference f o r crabs, i n the summer months, 
at l e a s t . On the Bardswell Islands i n the summer of 1948 a 
museum party was kept awake at nights by the crunching and 
cracking of crab s h e l l s by mink which were extremely abundant 
there. Around the fresh water habitat i t feeds l a r g e l y on 
fi s h e s , frogs and the l i k e . 

Two subspecies of mink occur within the province. A r e l 
a t i v e l y small dark form i s found on the mainland and coas t a l 
islands except for Vancouver Island, where a l a r g e r , paler 
coloured animal occurs. 
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