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OUR COVER 
The canvas-back duck (Aythya v a l i s i n e r i a ) , i s one of the 

many species o f ducks to be seen around V i c t o r i a . I t s num­
bers are few, however, i n comparison to the w i n t e r i n g aggre­
gations of scaup, widgeon, m a l l a r d , b u f f l e h e a d , mergansers 
and s c o t e r s . A t r u l y American s p e c i e s , i t i s much p r i z e d by 
p r a i r i e hunters who admire i t s a l e r t n e s s , i t s e n e r g e t i c grebe­
l i k e d i v i n g h a b i t , i t s speed i n f l i g h t , and (not the l e a s t , 
of course) i t s c u l i n a r y q u a l i t i e s . K o r t r i g h t , i n h i s 
'Ducks, Geese and Swans of North America' c a l l s i t "the lordly 
canvas-back" " t h i s super-duck", " t h i s choice o f the e p i c u r e " 
Alexander Wilson, the n a t u r a l i s t , even wrote a poem about 
t h i s duck. 

To the b i r d l o v e r the canvas-back i s handsome both i n 
form and c o l o r . I t s reddish chestnut head and neck, i t s 
dark breast and hind p a r t s , i t s w h i t i s h o r g r e y i s h body f i n e ­
l y vermiculated, are d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e s . In form, the 
head and b i l l are low and long, d i f f e r i n g from the redhead 
duck i n these p a r t i c u l a r s . The nests are c l e v e r l y concealed 
along the edges of sloughs. They are constructed above the 
high water l e v e l , among the sedges, reeds and f l a g s , and 
are w e l l l i n e d w i t h down. Seven to nine eggs are l a i d . 

The b i r d s breed i n the Cariboo park lands of B r i t i s h 
Columbia, i n c e n t r a l A l b e r t a and from Great Slave Lake south­
ward i n t o the mid-western S t a t e s . They w i n t e r south from 
here along the P a c i f i c slope to southern Mexico. 

The canvas-back i s conceded to be the f a s t e s t f l y e r o f 
the duck f a m i l y . Paced by aeroplanes they have been found 
to t r a v e l a t 72 m i l e s per hour. 

To the epicure t h i s duck has no r i v a l , not even except­
i n g the p r a i r i e m a l l a r d fattened on g r a i n . Normally i t s 
food i s f o u r - f i f t h s vegetable matter. Where the b i r d feeds 
on w i l d c e l e r y ( V a l i s i n e r i a ) i n c e n t r a l o r southern lakes 
the f l e s h i s u n e x c e l l e d . On the P a c i f i c Coast the wapato 
weed ( S a g i t t a r i a v a r i a b i l i s ) i s s a i d to r i v a l the w i l d c e l ­
ery f o r producing an e x c e l l e n t f l a v o u r . In coast waters, 
however, the f l e s h may be rendered unpalatable when t h i s 
voracious b i r d feeds on r o t t i n g salmon. j o Q. c l a y . 
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THE ANNUAL FUNGUS FORAY 

A group o f 19 members o f the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
S o c i e t y went on a foray to T h e t i s Lake on October 19th. 
Up to tha t date there had been very l i t t l e r a i n to b r i n g 
fungus p l a n t s i n t o f r u i t i n g stage and so a r a t h e r meagre 
harvest was expected. However s d i l i g e n t searching brought 
to l i g h t more than 40 species r e p r e s e n t i n g a l l f i v e o f the 
spore-colour groups, i . e . white, b l a c k , r u s t y , purple-brown 
and pink. 

Two e n t h u s i a s t i c members had brought along specimens 
found e a r l i e r 'on t h e i r own' and our leader, Mr. Hardy, 
i d e n t i f i e d one of these as the brown c h a n t e r e l l e ( P a x i l l u s 
i n v o l u t u s ) and the other as the gray p a r a s o l ( L e p i o t a r a -
chodes), both very handsome p l a n t s . 

By Mr. Hardy's advice we kept to the l o w - l y i n g moister 
areas where we succeeded i n f i n d i n g specimens i n a l l the 
usual h a b i t a t s , such as on the ground, on stumps and f a l l e n 
logs and on both l i v i n g and dead t r e e s . Less usual l o c a ­
t i o n s were represented by Marasmius e p i p h y l l u s s p r i n g i n g 
from the m i d r i b of a dead s a l a l l e a f and C o l l y b i a a l b i p i -
l a t a always growing out of p a r t i a l l y b u r i e d Douglas f i r 
cones; t h i s i s one of our most abundant species at t h i s 
time of the year. Two other very s m a l l species were the 
l i t t l e wheel (Marasmius r o t u l a ) and Crepidotus herbarum 
which grows on dead s t a l k s of grass. 

Three species of mycena were found, shiny-stem mycena 
(Mycena g a l e r i c u l a t a ) , bleeding mycena (Mycena haematopa) 
whose broken stem d r i p s red j u i c e , and a pale l i l a c - t o -
p urple species c a l l e d Mycena pura. 

Although the m a j o r i t y of the f i n d i n g s were g i l l f u n g i 
there were many other genera represented;- P o r i a , Daedalea, 
Polyporus, M e r u l i u s , candle-snuff fungus ( X y l a r i a hypoxylon) 
and b i r d ' s nest fungus (Crucibulum v u l g a r e ) . 

The most unusual f i n d was "green- s t a i n fungus" ( C h l o r o -
splenium aeruginascens) whose mycelium had thoroughly per­
meated f a l l e n branches of a l d e r and produced on t h e i r s u r ­
face a f i n e showing of f r u i t i n g bodies, peacock green i n 
colo u r . According to Dr. W.G. Z i l l e r , o f the F e d e r a l For­
es t B i o l o g y Laboroatory here, f r u i t i n g by t h i s species i s 
decidedly uncommon. 

In John Ramsbcttom's "Mushrooms and Toadstools" on 
page 103 there i s a very i n t e r e s t i n g account of t h i s organ­
ism, i n c l u d i n g a footnote d e s c r i b i n g how t h i n s l i c e s of 
"green-stain oak" are used i n preparing veneer f o r Tun-
bridge Ware. 
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Our Museum's handbook #4 "Some Mushrooms and Other 

Fungi of B r i t i s h Columbia" by G.A. Hardy i s a very u s e f u l 
l i t t l e book covering 46 of our l o c a l species o f f u n g i , f o r 
every one of which Mr. Hardy has found a common name. Each 
of h i s d e s c r i p t i o n s i s accompanied by one of Frank L.Beebe's 
f i n e h a l f - t o n e s . In the back of t h i s l i t t l e hand-book you 
w i l l f i n d a good l i s t o f "Selected L i t e r a t u r e " published up 
to the year 1946. 

GOOD HUNTING*. 
M.C.M. 

THE CANVAS-BACK DUCK 
w r i t t e n by Alexander Wilson i n 1832, p u b l i s h e d i n 

"American O r n i t h o l o g y " 

Slow around an opening p o i n t we s o f t l y s t e a l , 
Where four l a r g e ducks i n p l a y f u l c i r c l e s wheel, 
The far-famed Canvas-backs at once we know, 
Thei r broad f l a t bodies wrapt i n p e n c i l l e d snow; 
The burnished chestnut o'er t h e i r necks t h a t shone 
Spread deepening round each b r e a s t a sable zone. 
Wary they gaze - our boat i n s i l e n c e g l i d e s , 
The slow-moved paddles s t e a l along the s i d e s ; 
Q u i c k - f l a s h i n g thunders roar along the f l o o d , 
And three be p r o s t r a t e , vomiting t h e i r blood! 
The f o u r t h a l o f t on w h i s t l i n g p i n i o n s soared, 
One f a t a l glance the f i e r y thunders poured, 
Prone drops the b i r d amid the dashing waves, 
And the c l e a r stream i t s g l o s s y plumage l a v e s . 

I t was reported that at the t i d e f l a t s on the Cowichan 
R i v e r r e c e n t l y f i v e short-eared owls and two marsh hawks 
were found dead having been shot by hunters, who apparently 
j u s t have to k i l l something. While eagles and c e r t a i n 
hawks are now prot e c t e d , the S o c i e t y i s s u b m i t t i n g a b r i e f 
to the L e g i s l a t u r e a t the next s e s s i o n requesting the pro­
t e c t i o n o f a l l predators. R e s u l t s w i l l be reported i n a 
l a t e r i s s u e . 
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NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING 

The November meeting was h e l d i n the museum on Tuesday 
the 12th, when s e v e r a l items of business were discussed. 

The Audubon Screen Tours came f i r s t on the l i s t . The 
f i r s t two l e c t u r e s h e l d t h i s f a l l have been so w e l l a t t e n ­
ded t h a t on both occasions some people were turned away, 
and i t was thought i t might be w e l l to accept the sugges­
t i o n of the Audubon S o c i e t y to have the l e c t u r e on two con­
s e c u t i v e n i g h t s . The matter was discussed but a d e c i s i o n 
was l e f t u n t i l the next meeting. A motion was a l s o passed 
t h a t i n the f u t u r e a reserved season t i c k e t plan i s to be 
fo l l o w e d . 

The S o c i e t y i s s t i l l f i g h t i n g to have the e l e c t r i f i e d 
w ires at the Saanichton Experimental Farm removed. L e t t e r s 
have been w r i t t e n to the M i n i s t e r o f A g r i c u l t u r e , the C h i e f 
of the W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e at Ottawa and the Audubon S o c i e t y 
and the matter w i l l not be allowed to drop u n t i l some def­
i n i t e d e c i s i o n i s made. 

A s l i d e p r o j e c t o r and screen have been purchased f o r 
the use of our members. The p r o j e c t o r w i l l take 35 mm.and 
the l a r g e r 2\ x 2\ s l i d e s . The machine i s a v a i l a b l e at the 
museum, and i t i s p o s s i b l e a small charge w i l l be made f o r 
the loan of same. 

One of our members (Alan Poynter) reported that he had 
p a i d a v i s i t to Goldstream l a s t week-end to watch the spawn­
in g salmon, and had observed that s e v e r a l of the younger 
element were m a l t r e a t i n g the f i s h , throwing stones and wad­
ing i n t o the stream a f t e r them. There d i d not appear to be 
anyone i n a u t h o r i t y to p r o t e c t the salmon. I t was agreed 
t h a t a l e t t e r be sent to the F e d e r a l Department of F i s h e r ­
i e s about t h i s matter. 

As t h i s was mostly a business meeting, only twenty-four 
members were present, but at the c l o s e o f the v a r i o u s d i s ­
cussions Miss E n i d Lemon showed some of her s l i d e s taken at 
Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y ' s camp at Noaxe Lake,which 
i s at the f i v e thousand fo o t l e v e l i n the mountains north 
of L i l l o o e t . Her coloured s l i d e s and n a r r a t i v e o f the a r ­
duous t r i p were most i n t e r e s t i n g . Some of the photographs 
of the scenery and the flowers were equal to anything we 
have seen, and i t i s hoped she can be induced to show us 
more of her work a t f u t u r e meetings. 

SOME INTERESTING BIRDS 
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by J.O.Clay 

Knot — One of our more unusual b i r d s at V i c t o r i a i s the 
knot. This autumn a few i n d i v i d u a l s have been 

seen. At the time of the v i s i t of the B. C. B i r d and Mam­
mal S o c i e t y l a t e l y one b i r d was seen by s e v e r a l of us 
amongst a f l o c k of s u r f - b i r d s and black turnstones. This 
one was f i r s t i d e n t i f i e d by Mr. M.J. Wootton, who knew them 
w e l l i n England. Another knot a few days l a t e r was i d e n t i ­
f i e d on Mary Tod i s l a n d by Mr. A.R. Davidson, and on Oct.9, 
four were found at C a t t l e P o i n t . 

They are found c h i e f l y coastwise, but are much more 
common on the A t l a n t i c seaboard than along our shores. In 
f a c t , i n s p i t e of Fannin's comment "abundant during migra­
t i o n s " , we h a r d l y count them l e s s than r a r e on Puget Sound. 

They move s i n g l y or i n small f l o c k s , and may be found 
on the mud f l a t s as w e l l as sandy beaches. The p l a i n dark 
c o l o r a t i o n of an a d u l t does not a t t r a c t a t t e n t i o n at a d i s ­
tance, but i t i s o f t e n a s s o c i a t e d i n feeding and i n f l i g h t 
w i t h more b r i g h t l y coloured b i r d s , n otably the turnstone. 
I t i s , moreover, one of the l e a s t s u s p i c i o u s of the l a r g e r 
shore b i r d s and decoys r e a d i l y to any w h i s t l e of i t s genus, 
even though the gunner be standing i n p l a i n s i g h t . 

According to Dawson and Bowles the knot i s named a f t e r 
King Canute or Knut. The synonym "gray s n i p e " i s given to 
the autumn b i r d s which are l i g h t i n c o l o u r . 
W i l l e t — I t i s always a t h r i l l to the b i r d watcher to 

see something new, and e s p e c i a l l y something r a r e . 
I t was such a t h r i l l on the 29th of A p r i l , 1945 when the 
w r i t e r f i r s t saw a number of w i l l e t s i n the V i c t o r i a area. 
They were i n three f l i g h t s , each c l o s e l y connected, c o n s i s ­
t i n g of 8, 25 and 17 i n d i v i d u a l s . They were watched through 
b i n o c u l a r s o f f Oak Bay g o l f l i n k s a g ainst an inky-blue sea; 
a remarkable s i g h t w i t h t h e i r white wing markings. Since 
that time the u n b e l i e v e r s i n Vancouver have been shaken by 
the c o l l e c t i n g of a specimen at Comox by Hamilton Laing, and 
by a f u r t h e r s i g h t record of four by Charles Guiguet here. 

I t behooves us bird-minded people around here to sub­
s t a n t i a t e these s i g h t records by f u r t h e r b i n o c u l a r evidence, 
most l i k e l y i n A p r i l and i n October each year. 
Lewis Woodpecker — This p r e t t y b i r d s t i l l manages to 

s u r v i v e i n the o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t s o f 
V i c t o r i a . S e v e r a l n e s t i n g holes i n oak trees used to be 
seen on the s i t e of the two h o s p i t a l s on Richmond Road. 
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These b i r d s were observed t h i s summer i n a nearby area 

i n Saanich where l a r g e cottonwoods and oaks are standing i n 
an open area surrounding Bowker Creek. 

I t i s a f a c t t h a t the Lewis woodpecker i s fond of f r e s h 
f r u i t , both w i l d and c u l t i v a t e d . This a d d i c t i o n , coupled 
w i t h i t s s u p e r f i c i a l resemblance to the north-west crow has 
o f t e n , no doubt, made i t a t a r g e t f o r a gunman and proved 
i t s untoward undoing. 

Two of these b i r d s can s t i l l be seen i n and near the 
Monterey School grounds. They appear to be l i v i n g on 
acorns, i n s e r t i n g them i n a c r e v i c e i n a t r e e and then 
breaking them up by repeated blows of the powerful b i l l . 
The House F i n c h or Linnet 

I t i s an exaggeration now to c a l l t h i s species "unusual". 
I t was over twenty years ago that Dr. Ian McTaggart Cowan 
secured the f i r s t specimens known on Vancouver I s l a n d . In 
some previous years, p o s s i b l y , the species had been over­
looked i n mistake f o r the purple f i n c h . Only f i v e years 
before i t s discovery here, however, i t had been recognized 
as an Okanagan species by S.J. Darcus i n P e n t i c t o n . 

For fourteen years the species was considered to be a 
summer migrant. Led by the example of Mrs. H.M.S. B e l l of 
S t . P a t r i c k S t r e e t , Oak Bay, l o c a l b i r d l o v e r s placed sun­
flower seeds and other s u i t a b l e f a r e to keep them here a l l 
winter. 

But i t seems reasonable that the o r i g i n a l surmise was 
c o r r e c t and t h a t the house f i n c h i s by nature a summer r e ­
s i d e n t here. In t h i s connection, Mr. John A. L i v i n g s t o n i n 
company w i t h Mr. A. R. Davidson and the w r i t e r r e c e n t l y saw 
on Cedar H i l l Cross Road an estimated 200 b i r d s s i t t i n g 
upon the power wi r e s . These appeared ready to migrate. 

The house f i n c h i s now w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d on the i s l a n d , 
and i s seen a t l e a s t as f a r north as Courtenay. 

BIRD GROUP FIELD MEETING 
The November outdoor meeting was h e l d on Saturday, the 

16th, i t being one of those p e r f e c t calm sunny days which 
o c c a s i o n a l l y b l e s s e s us at t h i s time of year. 

Only twelve members attended t h i s b i r d walk. We met 
at I s l a n d View Beach, and walked through the f i e l d s and 
woods to Saanichton S p i t , r e t u r n i n g along the beach. 

We lunched on a rocky outcrop j u s t beyond the sand dunes, 
and pleasant i t was there i n the warm sunshine. The sea was 
calm so we were able to l o c a t e many f l o c k s of the o l d squaw 
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duck, and a l a r g e congregation o f C a l i f o r n i a murres,also 
many grebes, s c o t e r s , scaup, and common loon. On three 
occasions when walking down the beach we were favored w i t h 
a c l o s e view of a red-throated loon, the f i r s t any of the 
party had seen t h i s f a l l . 

On r e t u r n i n g to the cars most of the party dispersed, 
but as there was p l e n t y of d a y l i g h t l e f t , a few of us de­
cided to see i f we could not add more b i r d s to our l i s t . 
Going over the h i l l from the beach we saw a f l i g h t o f s m a l l 
b i r d s i n a strawberry f i e l d . We stopped to i n v e s t i g a t e , 
and, a f t e r some time, were able to get i n amongst them,and 
found they were a l l horned l a r k s , about f i f t y i n number,by 
f a r the l a r g e s t f l o c k o f these migrants any of us had ever 
seen. A l t o g e t h e r we l i s t e d s i x t y species t h i s day, i n c l u d ­
ed i n which were ravens, redbacked and A l e u t i a n sandpipers, 
b l a c k - b e l l i e d p l o v e r , H o l b o e l l grebe, w i n t e r wrens, marbled 
m u r r e l e t s , s h r i k e , brewers and red-winged b l a c k b i r d s . 

This was the eighth f i e l d meeting of the b i r d group 
t h i s year. The next w i l l probably be the Christmas B i r d 
Count. Anyone wishing to p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s event, please 
contact Mr. Clay. A R D 

THE HORNED LARK 
We appear to have had an unusual number of these b i r d s 

m i g r a t i n g through V i c t o r i a t h i s summer and f a l l . In the 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum p u b l i c a t i o n , i s s u e d i n Dec„1947, c a l l e d 
'A Review of the B i r d Fauna of B r i t i s h Columbia 5, a v a l u a b l e 
book f o r a l l b i r d students, Munro and Cowan s t a t e that the 
horned l a r k i s c a s u a l on Vancouver I s l a n d but not recorded 
there s i n c e 1899. However, we now have them every year. They 
undoubtedly nest at Esquimalt Lagoon and P a t r i c i a Bay A i r p o r t . 

This year we saw the f i r s t a r r i v a l on Aug.3rd w h i l e on 
Sept.22nd a f l o c k of 24 were reported at C a t t l e P o i n t , Oak 
Bay, and so tame were they that we were able to watch them 
from a few f e e t d i s t a n t . In f a c t , we were a f r a i d some of 
them would get run over by the c a r s , as they seemed r e l u c ­
tant to f l y out of t h e i r way. 

I might mention that both at C a t t l e P o i n t and Clover 
P o i n t , Alaska longspurs were seen on a few occasions i n the 
company of the horned l a r k s and p i p i t s . These longspurs 
are not o f t e n reported i n the V i c t o r i a area, but as they 
have a c l o s e s u p e r f i c i a l resemblance to the common house 
sparrow, i t i s p o s s i b l e our observations have been f a u l t y , 
and we have passed them up as such. 

A.R.D. 
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MIGRATION 

On October 28th l a s t year two snow buntings were seen 
at Esquimalt Lagoon. On October 30th t h i s year one was 
seen at C a t t l e P o i n t . These are most unusual b i r d s to ap­
pear here, but the coincidence of dates made me check up 
on some of my records of b i r d a r r i v a l s i n V i c t o r i a , and I 
found the r e g u l a r i t y o f t h e i r t r a v e l s so i n t e r e s t i n g that 
I made a l i s t o f dates f o r the past three years of some of 
our migrants, which i s found below; 

1955 1956 1957 
Western sandpiper no r e c o r d June 27 th June 27 th 
Bonaparte g u l l J u l y 17th J u l y 17 th J u l y 16 th 
Heerman g u l l J u l y 10th J u l y 18 th J u l y 1st 
Tern Sept.11th Sept.18th Sept 11th 
Swallow, v i o l e t - g r e e n Mar. 12th Mar. 15th Mar. 9th 
Swallow, barn Apr. 29th Apr. 28 th Apr. 20 th 
N ight hawk June 7th June 11th June 12th 
Russet-back thrush no record Apr. 22nd Apr. 27 th 
S o l i t a r y v i r e o Apr. 14th Apr. 14th Apr. 9 th 
Warbling v i r e o Apr. 16th Apr. 18 th May 3rd 
Townsend warbler Apr. 6th Apr. 8 th no record 
M y r t l e warbler no record Apr. 22nd Apr. 22nd 
Audubon warbler Mar. 20th Mar. 18 th Mar. 20th 
Yellow warbler May 3rd Apr. 28 th Apr. 28 t h 
Lutescent warbler Apr. 5th Apr. 10th Apr. 7 t h 
White-crowned sparrow Apr. 2nd Apr. 4th Mar. 30th 
Chipping sparrow Apr. 16th Apr. 17 th Apr. 13th 
G o l d f i n c h np record Apr. 28 th Apr. 27 th 
Rufous hummingbird Apr. 11th Apr. 6 th Mar. 31st 

The dates of a r r i v a l may be even c l o s e r than i n d i c a t e d 
by t h i s l i s t , as we are not out i n the f i e l d every day. 
The n o t a t i o n "no record' simply means that I f o r g o t to 
make an e n t r y ; not that the b i r d s d i d not a r r i v e on time. 

A.R.D. 

In October the Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y i s s u e d a 
l i s t of t h e i r members, which t o t a l s 282 a d u l t s and 14 
j u n i o r s . As a matter of comparison the V i c t o r i a membership 
i s now 130 a d u l t s and 25 j u n i o r s . This appears to be a small 
number out of a population of about 120,000, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
as 600 people crowd i n to hear and see an Audubon l e c t u r e , 
but,compared w i t h other c i t i e s , i t i s w e l l up to average. 

NOTES ON DISNEY MOVIES 
by Frank L. Beebe. 
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By way of i n f o r m a t i o n , some of the amazing a c t i o n se­
quences i n the r e c e n t l y r e l e a s e d Walt Disney t r u e - l i f e ad­
venture "Perry the Pine S q u i r r e l " deserve a note of explan­
a t i o n . 

The predatory b i r d s shown i n t h i s f i l m , the goshawks, 
the snowy owl and the eagle were t r a i n e d and flown by a 
f a l c o n e r from Boise, Idaho. So too were the p r a i r i e f a l ­
cons i n the falcon-sequence i n Disney's "Vanishing P r a i r i e " . 
Close-up a c t i o n sequences of the k i n d shown i n these f i l m s 
do not 'happen'. The things shown do happen of course, but 
not f o r t u i t o u s l y and completely n a t u r a l l y i n f r o n t of w a i t ­
in g cameramen. A l l such sequences must be " s e t up" b e f o r e ­
hand, and the animal a c t o r s must be s u f f i c i e n t l y conditioned, 
" t r a i n e d " i f you l i k e , to the presence of men and camera 
that they go r i g h t ahead and behave as they would do n a t u r ­
a l l y , i n t o t a l d i s r e g a r d of the men t h a t v i r t u a l l y surround 
them. 

C u t t i n g and s p l i c i n g can g i v e very d i f f e r e n t apparent 
r e s u l t s than what a c t u a l l y happens, too. Thus the f l y i n g 
s q u i r r e l , h i t hard i n m i d a i r by a stooping goshawk appears 
to escape, when i n a c t u a l i t y i t i s extremely doubtful i f 
the s q u i r r e l shown escaping i s the same one as was h i t by 
the goshawk; the f i l m was cut at the p o i n t j u s t a f t e r the 
s t r i k e and another sequence of another s q u i r r e l s p l i c e d on. 
This i s not to d e t r a c t from the e x c e l l e n c e of the f i l m , but 
merely to p o i n t out that there i s much more to w i l d l i f e 
photography than appears i n the f i l m , or that can be taken 
by p a s s i v e l y s i t t i n g i n a b l i n d w a i t i n g f o r something to 
happen. 

Looking f o r ideas on Christmas Presents? 
The Federation of Ontario N a t u r a l i s t s suggest copies of 
the f o l l o w i n g l o n g - p l a y i n g recordings; 
(1) 25 Common Songbirds of Ontario -$4.95 
(2) A Day i n Algonquin Park _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 5.95 
(3) B i r d s o f the Forest 5.95 
A v a i l a b l e through the Federation at 187 Highbourne Rd., 

Toronto 7, Ont. 
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THE BONAPARTE GULL 

These g u l l s , the s m a l l e s t to be seen on the P a c i f i c 
Coast, g e n e r a l l y a r r i v e here towards the end of J u l y , and 
stay w i t h us u n t i l e a r l y w inter. Off Oak Bay, i n l a t e sum­
mer, can be seen l a r g e f l o c k s , wheeling and t u r n i n g i n the 
sky, somewhat a f t e r the manner of the small sandpipers. 

They have the unusual h a b i t of s h u f f l i n g t h e i r f e e t i n 
wet sand which apparently brings to the surface the s m a l l 
crustaceans on which they sometimes feed. They can do 
t h i s q u i t e g r a c e f u l l y , g i v i n g the impression that they are 
dancing. 

We found they had another h a b i t . While we were walk­
ing on the road which borders the long arm of Pedder Bay 
one afternoon r e c e n t l y we n o t i c e d these g u l l s f l y i n g low 
over the shallow water and d i v i n g u n t i l they were complete­
l y immersed, coming up w i t h t h e i r wings h a l f open,generally 
w i t h a s m a l l f i s h i n t h e i r beak. There were about 25 or 30 
of these s m a l l g u l l s , and they were a l l f i s h i n g i n the same 
manner. This i s the f i r s t time we have seen the Bonapartes 
a c t u a l l y d i v i n g , as they mostly skim the water f o r the s u r ­
face f i s h , then h i t t i n g the sea w i t h a tremendous s p l a s h 
but never going under. 

In the 'Birds of Massachusetts' by E. H. Forbush,which 
i s our standard book of reference, he remarks that "they 
f r e q u e n t l y drop down to the water, but I have never seen 
one go under as terns so o f t e n do", so t h i s must be a r a ­
ther unusual i n c i d e n t . 

A.R.D. 

JUNIOR OUTINGS 
by Freeman King 
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Out at Royal Oak there i s an area o f low l y i n g land t h a t 
i s known as R i t h e t ' s Swamp. These few acres are q u i t e d i f ­
f e r e n t from the surrounging country and can be l i k e n e d to a 
s u b - a r c t i c area. Growing here are many kin d s of p l a n t l i f e 
t h a t are r a r e l y found elsewhere i n the V i c t o r i a d i s t r i c t . 
Here are white b i r c h , black b i r c h , a r c t i c w i l l o w , rowan 
trees and lodge-pole pine. Labrador tea i s i n p r o f u s i o n , 
and the swamp i s surrounded by a t h i c k and almost impene­
t r a b l e t h i c k e t o f hardhack and w i l l o w scrub, as w e l l as 
groves of o s i e r dogwood. In the winter i t i s covered w i t h 
water and not a c c e s s i b l e . In places the bracken i s e i g h t 
to ten f e e t high. Fungi are abundant and l a r g e patches of 
sphagnum moss form a great carpet. S c a t t e r e d among the 
other trees are cottonwoods, aspens and balsam f i r . In e a r l y 
summer on the o u t - s k i r t s of the t h i c k e t i s a carpet of y e l ­
low v i o l e t s t h a t l a s t s u n t i l l a t e f a l l . The land i s a s o f t 
peat bog and, t h a t which has been reclaimed and planted to 
crop, produces a heavy growth. 

Twice l a t e l y we have had the j u n i o r members of the 
s o c i e t y here, the f i r s t time to see the sphagnum moss and 
a r c t i c w i l l o w s and the second time f o r f u n g i . Some of the 
boys made sketches of the surrounding country, and we d i d 
a c e r t a i n amount of e x p l o r i n g around the o l d v i r g i n timber 
east of the swamp, and saw where the p i l e a t e d woodpeckers 
had been working, and even some sign s of the red-breasted 
sapsucker. 

B i r d s abound i n the scrub, and the pheasants have made 
i t a stamping ground. 

For those who l i k e to explore and f i n d ususual p l a n t 
l i f e i t i s a wonderful place to go. The w r i t e r has made 
many t r i p s there, and i t i s always new and i n t e r e s t i n g . 

On Saturday, November 16th, we made a t r i p to the Saa-
n i c h Experimental Farm, where Mr. C r o s s l e y , the a s s i s t a n t 
superintendent, escorted us over the whole farm, i n c l u d i n g 
the arboretum, the ponds, the greenhouses where a l l k i n d s 
of p l a n t s are propagated, and a l s o showed us c o l o r e d s l i d e s 
of many of the trees and shrubs i n f u l l bloom. We are much 
indebted to him f o r h i s kindness; the boys and g i r l s were 
most i n t e r e s t e d . 

About f i f t e e n of the j u n i o r members attended each t r i p . 



NOTICE OF MEETING 

1957 
Tuesday GENERAL MEETING 
Dec.10; P r o v i n c i a l Museum at 8 p.m. 

Speaker: Profes s o r Lewis J . C l a r k , 
Head of the Department of 
Chemistry, V i c t o r i a C o l l e g e . 

Topic: " L a t i t u d i n a l and A l t i t u d i n a l V a r i a t i o n 
of P l a n t s " . 

The l e c t u r e w i l l be i l l u s t r a t e d 
by s l i d e s . 

On Monday evening, November 18th, there was a botany 
meeting i n the B i o l o g y B u i l d i n g of V i c t o r i a C o l l e g e . Miss 
Anne Gorham, Group Chairman f o r the w i n t e r , welcomed us 
and gave some explanatory remarks about the specimens on 
d i s p l a y . 

These were s e t out on long t a b l e s across the room. 
Books of ref e r e n c e , magnifying g l a s s e s , and c h a i r s were on 
hand. 

Fungi, l i c h e n s , f e r n s and t r e e s v i e d w i t h each other 
f o r a t t e n t i o n . Miss Brenton had arranged specimens i n 
three c o n t a i n e r s as t a b l e decorations, showing how b e a u t i ­
f u l and a t t r a c t i v e l i c h e n s can be when used f o r that pur­
pose. Small s e e d l i n g trees i n pots came i n f o r much a t t e n ­
t i o n too. 

There was t a l k about arrangements f o r f u t u r e botany 
t r i p s through the winter, and from the i n t e r e s t d i s p l a y e d 
i t looks as i f walks f o r l i c h e n c o l l e c t i n g are being con­
s i d e r e d . 

Coffee was served during the evening, and c e r t a i n l y an 
e x c e l l e n t s t a r t f o r winter study was made. Many thanks are 
due to Miss Gorham and a l l who a s s i s t e d her i n making t h i s 
a very s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n . 

About twe n t y - f i v e members were present. 
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