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The F l y A g a r i c ( A manita m u s c a r i a ) i s one o f t h e few 
l o c a l mushrooms w h i c h i s r e a l l y p o i s o n o u s . 

I t i s o f q u i t e f r e q u e n t o c c u r r e n c e , g r o w i n g i n woods 
o r on t r a i l s i d e s i n s m a l l groups o f two t o s e v e r a l i n d i v i ­
d u a l s , 

I t s c o l o u r i s n o r m a l l y r e d , b u t q u i t e commonly o f a 
y e l l o w i s h hue, and t h e upper s u r f a c e o f t h e u m b r e l l a i s o f ­
t e n c o v e r e d w i t h w a r t - l i k e s c a l e s . 

I t s t o x i c p r o p e r t i e s were a p p r e c i a t e d by t h e e a r l y 
G r e e k s and Romans, who c o n s i d e r e d i t ' v e r y c o n v e n i e n t l y 
a d a p t e d f o r p o i s o n i n g ' . A s m a l l q u a n t i t y o f t h i s mushroom 
may be f a t a l . However, i t i s b i t t e r t o t h e t a s t e , w h i c h 
m i g h t be a p r e l i m i n a r y w a r n i n g t o go no f u r t h e r . 

Mr. Beebe's e x c e l l e n t d r a w i n g makes a d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p ­
t i o n u n n e c e s s a r y . 

(From "Some Mushrooms and o t h e r F u n g i o f 
B.C." by George A. H a r d y ) . 

TERNS 
As t h i s i s w r i t t e n ( S e p t . 1 9 ) t h e r e a r e hundreds o f t e r n s 

t o be seen o f f s h o r e a r o u n d t h e V i c t o r i a w a t e r f r o n t . 
As i s u s u a l w i t h t h e t e r n m i g r a t i o n , a few p a r a s i t i c 

j a e g e r s accompanied them. I t i s f a s c i n a t i n g t o watch a j a e ­
g e r s e l e c t a p a r t i c u l a r t e r n from a f l o c k and p u r s u e i t . 
Then t h e r e i s seen a most r e m a r k a b l e e x h i b i t i o n o f f l y i n g , 
a l l done w i t h s u c h speed, i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o f o l l o w them. 

The j a e g e r n e v e r harms t h e t e r n , b u t makes i t (sometimes) 
d i s g o r g e t h e l a s t f i s h i t has c a u g h t , w h i c h t h e j a e g e r im­
m e d i a t e l y s n a t c h e s o u t o f t h e a i r . 

A t t h i s t i m e o f y e a r i t would pay anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n 
w i l d l i f e t o s t a n d a t a s t r a t e g i c p o i n t i n Oak Bay and j u s t 
w a t c h t h e v a s t number o f v a r i o u s s p e c i e s o f sea b i r d s f l y ­
i n g t o and f r o . T o n i g h t we saw immense f l o c k s o f B o n a p a r t e 
g u l l s and t e r n s , many group s o f m i g r a t i n g s c o t e r s , murres 


