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The Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria) is one of the few
local mushrooms which i1s really poisonous.

It isof quite frequent occurrence, growing in woods
or on trail sides in small groups of two to several indivi-
duals ,

Its colour isnormally red, but quite commonly of a
yellowish hue, and the upper surface of the umbrella is of-
ten covered with wart-like scales.

Its toxic properties were appreciated by the early
Greeks and Romans, who considered 1t "very conveniently
adapted for poisoning®. A small quantity of this mushroom
may be fatal. However, 1 tis bitter to the taste, which
might be a preliminary warning to go no further.

Mr. Beebe"s excellent drawing makes a detailed descrip-
tion unnecessary.

(From *"Some Mushrooms and other Fungi of
B.C." by George A. Hardy).

TERNS

As this is written (Sept.19) there are hundreds of terns
to be seen off shore around the Victoria waterfront.

As i1susual with the tern migration, a few parasitic
jaegers accompanied them. It is fascinating to watch a jae-
ger select a particular tern from a flock and pursuei t.
Then there i1s seen a most remarkable exhibitionof flying,
all done with such speed, i tisdifficult to follow them.

The jaeger never harms the tern, but makes i t (sometimes)
disgorge the last fish i thas caught, which the jaeger im-
mediately snatches out of theair.

At this time of year i1 twould pay anyone interested in
wildlife to stand at a strategic point in Oak Bay and just
watch the vast number of various species of sea birds fly-
ing to and fro. Tonight we saw immense flocks of Bonaparte
gulls and terns, many groups of migrating scoters, murres



