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CLARK NUTCRACKER 

Those who love the higher mountains of the i n t e r i o r of 
B r i t i s h Columbia are g r e a t l y a t t r a c t e d by the two species of 
b i r d s commonly known as "Camp Robber". Both s p e c i e s , the 
C l a r k nutcracker and the Canada j a y , are omnivorous, and 
ready to swoop down upon the prospector's f a r e while h i s back 
i s turned. 

Our C l a r k crow i s an a c t i v e and very n o i s y f e l l o w . H is 
normal food i s l a r g e l y of seeds c h i s e l l e d out of the cones 
of f i r and p i n e . A group of these b o i s t e r o u s b i r d s very soon 
turn the s i l e n t mountainside i n t o an area of b u s t l e and noise. 

In the autumn both these b i r d s descend i n t o the v a l l e y 
benchlands, where t h e i r j a y - l i k e , m a g pie-like, or c r o w - l i k e 
a c t i v i t i e s can be watched and enjoyed. 

J.O.C. 

DR. MARGARET NEWTON 

Miss Newton, one of our own members, i s a pioneer i n 
wheat r u s t research. She i s the f i r s t woman ever to r e c e i v e 
the F l a v e l l e Medal at the Royal S o c i e t y of Canada f o r out­
standing research i n b i o l o g i c a l s c i e n c e s . She has won other 
honours f o r work at the Dominion Research Laboratory at 
Winnipeg which threw new l i g h t on f u n g i which attack growing 
p l a n t s - notably wheat r u s t . 

Dr. Newton i s c u r r e n t l y making a v i s i t to Arizona where 
the dry c l i m a t e r e l i e v e s an asthmatic c o n d i t i o n , i n c u r r e d by 
her 20-year research w i t h r u s t spores. 

A dinner i s being h e l d i n her honour at the U n i v e r s i t y of 
Minnesota on February 24th, where she w i l l r e c e i v e the U n i ­
v e r s i t y ' s Outstanding Achievement Award. Fel l o w members of 
the N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y j o i n i n o f f e r i n g c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . 
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OUR SKYLARKS 

By E r i c H. Garman 

The r e t u r n of s p r i n g w i l l remind us t h a t we have a nota­
b l e s m a l l r e s i d e n t on the Saanich Peninsula who so l i k e s h i s 
home that he soon w i l l be f i l l i n g the a i r w i t h a song that 
i s a d e l i g h t , e s p e c i a l l y to those who have heard h i s l i q u i d 
notes above the f i e l d s that hide the nest of the s k y l a r k i n 
h i s n a t i v e country. Readers of the N a t u r a l i s t may l i k e to 
know why t h i s songster remains w i t h us. 

I t seems th a t Pro f e s s o r A. C. Twomey a t the U n i v e r s i t y 
of I l l i n o i s has been busy t r y i n g to solve the problem of the 
obvious success or e q u a l l y obvious f a i l u r e of c e r t a i n i n t r o ­
duced species of b i r d s , and has published some i n t e r e s t i n g 
r e s u l t s i n the .journal Ecology, ( v o l . 17 s p„ 122) . Apparently 
the c l i m a t i c f a c t o r s of temperature and r a i n f a l l form the 
c h i e f c o n t r o l . 

In order to analyze the c o n d i t i o n s under which d i f f e r e n t 
b i r d s are l i v i n g , climographs have been employed. These 
show the range of temperature and humidity c o n d i t i o n s w i t h i n 
the range of the species i n v o l v e d . By t h i s method the range 
of these c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s i n any p l a c e can be r e a d i l y com­
pared w i t h the optimum c o n d i t i o n s as shown on the same cha r t . 

A climograph i s a c h a r t made by p l o t t i n g twelve p o i n t s , 
each one r e p r e s e n t i n g the average temperature and average 
r a i n f a l l f o r one month of the year at the p l a c e under con­
s i d e r a t i o n . The graphs of Figures 1 & 2 are drawn w i t h the 
v e r t i c a l s c a l e representing 0 to 75°F. f o r average monthly 
temperatures, and the h o r i z o n t a l s c a l e f o r average monthly 
p r e c i p i t a t i o n from 0 to 8 inches. Climographs made f o r the 
best n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s f o r the species s t u d i e d are used as 
the basis f o r comparison with the c o n d i t i o n s i n t o which the 
introduced species are p r o j e c t e d . 

The European s k y l a r k ( A l a u d i a a r v e n s i s ) was introduced on 
Vancouver I s l a n d i n A p r i l 1913, and i s an example of a very 
l o c a l success i n America. I t has been brought to other places 
on t h i s continent and f r e e d , but i t has f a i l e d to become es­
t a b l i s h e d f o r reasons which w i l l be shown. The s k y l a r k i s a 
common b i r d i n England and Germany. The climograph shows a 
range of temperature from 23 to 66°F„ and monthly p r e c i p i t a ­
t i o n ranging from 0.2 to n e a r l y 8 inches f o r the h a b i t a t of 
the l a r k i n those c o u n t r i e s . 

Those who have heard the s k y l a r k near the Uplands Golf 
Course cannot doubt t h a t t h i s b i r d l i k e s the l o c a l i t y a f t e r 
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being r e s i d e n t here f o r over 40 years. A glance at the 
climograph f o r the v i c i n i t y of V i c t o r i a ( F i g u r e l b ) shows 
c l e a r l y that the temperature and r a i n f a l l f o r a l l the c r i t i ­
c a l months of the year f a l l w i t h i n the n a t i v e optimum range, 
only August (month No.8) i s s l i g h t l y o u t s i d e . T h i s , i t i s 
claimed, e x p l a i n s the s u c c e s s f u l i n t r o d u c t i o n of the s k y l a r k 
to Vancouver I s l a n d . 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note other p l a n t i n g s of the s k y l a r k 
and compare the r e s u l t s w i t h c l i m a t i c l i m i t a t i o n s of the 
l o c a l i t i e s where the b i r d s were planted, and so b e t t e r under 
stand the r e l a t i o n s h i p between our weather and the a d a p t a b i l 
i t y of these b i r d s to the neighborhood of V i c t o r i a . 

At P o r t l a n d , Oregon, where i t was introduced i n 1889,the 
s k y l a r k spread l o c a l l y , and apparently f l o u r i s h e d f o r twenty 
years, then passed out of the p i c t u r e . Reference to the 
graph (Figure l c ) show6 that the g r e a t e r p a r t of the year 
f a l l s w i t h i n the optimum range of c l i m a t e f o r the s k y l a r k . 
That January, J u l y , and August f a l l o u t s i d e the optimum i n ­
d i c a t e s a precarious s i t u a t i o n , however. 

• When they were planted near San Jose, C a l i f o r n i a , i n 
1896, these b i r d s s u r v i v e d only a few years. This would be 
expected when i t i s observed that the c r i t i c a l p e r i o d from 
May to September i s h o t t e r than the most s u i t a b l e c l i m a t e 
f o r s k y l a r k s (see Figure 2c). 

They were a l s o introduced i n t o Brooklyn, N.Y., about 
1870, where these b i r d s d i d w e l l f o r twenty years, but had 
disappeared by 1899, as the r e s u l t , i t i s supposed, of a 
severe b l i z z a r d i n February 1888. They were f a i r l y success­
f u l i n Brooklyn because the temperature and r a i n f a l l during 
the c r i t i c a l breeding p e r i o d and n e s t i n g months of May and 
June are s i m i l a r to the c l i m a t e that l a r k s are accustomed 
to i n Europe, though the subsequent s e m i - c r i t i c a l months and 
three of the w i n t e r months f a l l o u t s i d e the l i m i t s of s a f e t y 
( F i g u r e 2b). 

From t h i s evidence i t i s safe to conclude that we have 
the s k y l a r k s here f o r our enjoyment because our c l i m a t e 
favors t h e i r s u r v i v a l . 

Diagram showing c l i m a t i c requirements f o r s k y l a r k s w i l l 
be found on page 100. (over) 

/ 
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Climographs for European Skylark 

FIG. t (a) European optimum 
(b) Victoria, British Columbia 
(c) Portland, Oregon. 

FIG. 2. (a) European optimum 
(b) Brooklyn, New York 
(c) San Jose, California. 

THE FROG AND THE CENTIPEDE 
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by G, A. Hardy 

One hot summer's day we were enjoying a ramble i n the 
shade of the f o r e s t , along a t i n y stream of s p a r k l i n g water 
banked by c o o l mosses and f e r n s . A t the edge of the water a 
sma l l dead branch was l y i n g w i t h p a r t extending along the s u r ­
face and then t u r n i n g a b r u p t l y upwards, to a height of about 
s i x inches above the water l e v e l ; the v e r t i c a l p a r t of the 
twig was thus connected w i t h the bank by only a narrow bridge 
of the stem l y i n g along the s u r f a c e of the water. 

At the top of the v e r t i c a l twig, was a l a r g e brown c e n t i ­
pede (Julus sp.?) c u r l e d up round and round i n a t i g h t knot. 

J u s t below the twig was a red-legged f r o g w i t h head and 
h a l f of the body pr o t r u d i n g above the surface of the water; 
the f r o g was gazing i n t e n t l y at the centipede. P r e s e n t l y 
the l a t t e r ventured down the twig apparently w i t h the i n t e n ­
t i o n of g e t t i n g back to the s h e l t e r of the bank, but as soon 
as i t was a l i t t l e way down toward the h o r i z o n t a l s e c t i o n of 
the branch the f r o g made a leap m i s s i n g i t by a h a i r ' s breadth. 
The centipede immediately beat a hasty r e t r e a t back to the 
top of the twig, f u r t h e r a c c e l e r a t e d by another leap from the 
f r o g which could not jump q u i t e high enough. The centipede 
was safe provided that i t c u r l e d up at the very t i p of the 
twig. A f t e r a minute o r so the centipede crawled around i t ­
s e l f waving the antennae e x p l o r i n g l y but apparently a f r a i d 
to venture down again. The f r o g i n the meantime sat a l e r t 
and s i l e n t w i t h every nerve and muscle ready to make another 
leap, should the opportunity o f f e r . P r e s e n t l y the centipede 
concluded that a l l was w e l l and proceeded to unwind i t s e l f 
and to crawl down towards the "bridge", only to be rudely 
j o l t e d back to i t s former p o s i t i o n by the a l e r t f r o g , whose 
best e f f o r t s , however, f a i l e d to q u i t e reach i t s intended 
prey. This s i t u a t i o n continued as long as we kept s t i l l , 
the f r o g making s e v e r a l i n e f f e c t u a l s p r i n g s , thus c o n f i n i n g 
the centipede to i t s "knotted" p o s i t i o n at the extreme t i p of 
the twig. 

A f t e r about 15 minutes the f r o g became aware of the on­
look e r s , and decided to withdraw; whereupon the centipede 
u n c o i l e d i t s e l f and wi t h many h e s i t a n t advances and r e t r e a t s 
came down, and crossed the bridge to the s a f e t y of the bank. 

From the a c t i o n s of the centipede we concluded that i t 
acted according to t r i a l and e r r o r f o r i t could h a r d l y have 
seen the f r o g a t that d i s t a n c e . 

I 
/ 
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VARIATION IN BIRD BEHAVIOR 

By M o r r i s Jackson, Fanny Bay, B„ C. 

Sooner or l a t e r the b i r d watcher w i l l become aware that 
b i r d s do not always a u t o m a t i c a l l y respond to given circum­
stances i n stereotyped, p r e d i c t a b l e ways. I t i s t h i s un­
c e r t a i n t y which makes s c i e n t i f i c pronouncement on b i r d be­
h a v i o r so d i f f i c u l t and the s c i e n t i s t so cautious and yet 
so w i l l i n g to l i s t e n to even an amateur student of b i r d 
l i f e . 

We have a l l noted the i n d i c a t i o n s given by s m a l l b i r d s 
of the presence of a questing hawk. U s u a l l y no b i r d s are 
to be seen, though here and there some alarm notes may be 
heard; o f t e n the i n t e n s i t y of b i r d s i l e n c e w i l l i n d i c a t e 
t r o u b l e i s near. 

Recently, a Cooper's hawk k i l l e d a hen pheasant w i t h i n 
25 yards of our cottage. The hawk saw me when I came to a 
window. I t at once abandoned i t s prey and flew o f f . I 
walked over to where I had seen i t on the ground, and imme­
d i a t e l y ten or twelve towhees came from cover to s o l i c i t 
peanuts. I threw some peanuts to them and they accepted 
them unconcernedly. A fox sparrow e a t i n g oats had looked 
down at the hawk from the b i r d feeder o n l y 10 f e e t away. 
The b i r d s seemed to t r e a t the whole a f f a i r w i t h the g r e a t ­
est s a n g - f r o i d . Did they f e e l safe because the hawk had 
already k i l l e d ? 

Only the rump of the pheasant had been eaten and the 
b i r d , which had been sharing the small b i r d s ' oats ever 
s i n c e i t had hatched, was s p l e n d i d l y plump. I had momen­
t a r i l y an unworthy impulse to rob the hawk. But I don't 
shoot pheasants, t h e r e f o r e I suppose I am not e n t i t l e d to 
eat them; al s o i t seems repugnant to me to rob a b i r d of 
i t s food. I have seen i t b a l d l y s t a t e d t h a t "hawks" w i l l 
not r e t u r n again and again to a carcass but w i l l make a 
f r e s h k i l l f o r each meal. This may be true i n hot weather, 
or i t may be true of c e r t a i n s p e c ies. However, i t i s not 
a p p l i c a b l e to the a c c i p i t e r s . 

A goshawk that had k i l l e d a hen pheasant i n our unused 
chicken run returned to the carcass e a r l y each morning f o r 
a week, by the end of which i t had eaten a l l but one f o o t 
and i t s t a r s u s . A Cooper's hawk, l a s t autumn, was d i s ­
turbed w h i l e f e a s t i n g on the very scanty remains of a r u f f e d 
grouse; i t returned the next day and c a r r i e d away what was 
l e f t . And, though so near our windows, t h i s present carcass 
i s d i m i n i s h i n g — the hawk f e a s t s while we sleep at dawn. 
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At one time i t seemed to me extremely w a s t e f u l that such a 
l i g h t b i r d as a Cooper's hawk should k i l l a heavy b i r d l i k e 
a pheasant and leave the g r e a t e r p a r t to r o t . However, i t 
now appears to me that one pheasant's death may save many 
songbirds. 

S c i e n t i f i c explanations of b i r d behavior, w h i l e f a s c i ­
n a t i n g to read, sometimes leave much to be explained. There 
i s , f o r example, the "food t a r g e t " — t h e c o l o r a t i o n of a 
n e s t l i n g ' s "gape" which induces the parent to deposit i t s 
b e a k f u l of food t h e r e i n . Without t h i s food t a r g e t , we are 
t o l d , the parent would have no compulsion to feed i t s young 
i n an orthodox manner. A robin's gape i s yellow. But we 
have had a young r o b i n suddenly s l i p h a l f a dead l o c u s t i n 
our red mouth when we were not l o o k i n g . Was t h i s b i r d un­
u s u a l l y precocious? 

WESTERN EXTENSION OF RANGE OF COWBIRD 
by A. L. Meugens 

Having noted the a r t i c l e i n the September 1955 i s s u e of 
the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t on the appearance of the cowbird at 
Cadboro Bay I would l i k e to add the f o l l o w i n g record. 

On the 2nd of J u l y 1939 i n company w i t h Walter Maguire 
and Harry Middleton on a c o l l e c t i n g t r i p a t the f a r end of 
Sea I s l a n d , Vancouver, I had the luck to f i n d a Yellow Warb­
l e r ' s nest c o n t a i n i n g 3 of the b i r d ' s eggs and one cowbird 
egg. The nest was i n a w i l d rosebush about 12 f e e t from the 
ground i n a bunch of bushes a d j o i n i n g a farm yard, where there 
were a number of redwings, Brewer b l a c k b i r d s and one cowbird. 

I have t h i s egg-set i n my c o l l e c t i o n . 
At that time i t appeared the most we s t e r l y record f o r t h i s 

b i r d and there seemed to be no other records t h i s s i d e of the 
Coast Range. Since then I have not heard of any other record 
u n t i l the one i n the N a t u r a l i s t . 

Another i n t e r e s t i n g record from the same place was i n 
A p r i l of that year when we noted the appearance of two y e l l o w -
headed b l a c k b i r d s , e v i d e n t l y passing through on t h e i r way 
n o r t h , using the F r a s e r V a l l e y flyway i n s t e a d of the N i c o l a 
or Okanagan lanes. 

A PLANNED VISITATION 
The Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y i s planning a t r i p 

to V i c t o r i a over the week-end of A p r i l 15, mainly to see and hear our famous s k y l a r k s . Keep the date open! 
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A WINTER FIELD BIRD MEETING 

A f i e l d meeting of the b i r d group under the l e a d e r s h i p 
of Mr. J.O. C l a y was h e l d on Saturday, February 11th, at 
Sidney. In s p i t e of the bleak winds and lowering clouds 
fourteen members turned out. B i r d s were scarce and hard to 
f i n d . The one good area was around Resthaven H o s p i t a l , sur­
rounding which are s h e l t e r e d waters and extensive mud f l a t s 
which are the r e g u l a r w i n t e r i n g q u a r t e r s of a v a r i e d group 
of sea and shore b i r d s . Seen here i n abundance were white-
winged and s u r f s c o t e r s , American goldeneye (some of which 
were engaged i n t h e i r curious c o u r t s h i p behaviour) western 
grebe, and ruddy ducks. Also present were a few p i n t a i l , 
canvasback and green-winged t e a l . One o n l y red-backed sand­
p i p e r was seen, and i t a wounded b i r d . The absence of t h i s 
sandpiper was unusual, as i t g e n e r a l l y can be seen i n con­
s i d e r a b l e numbers. The previous week, some of our members 
were i n t h i s l o c a l i t y , and estimated there were at l e a s t a 
thousand to be seen s c a t t e r e d over the f l a t s . 

At noon the party went on to Towner Park, where they 
were e n t e r t a i n e d by Mr. and Mrs, Walker T a y l o r . A f t e r the 
c h i l l of the morning, the comfort and warmth of the house, 
supplemented by hot tea, c o f f e e and lunch, were much appre­
c i a t e d . Afterwards a tour of the b e a u t i f u l p o i n t of land 
on which t h i s house i s s i t u a t e d was made; then the members 
covered the t e r r i t o r y n orth of Shoal Harbour, past Handle's 
boat l a n d i n g , and went on to the house of Mr. & Mrs. Sherman 
on Inwood Road, which i s on the w a t e r f r o n t of Canoe Bay, 
where they had afternoon tea. 

In s p i t e of the c o l d winds, p a u c i t y of b i r d s and time 
spent enjoying the warm h o s p i t a l i t y of the members who 
l i v e d i n t h i s area, f i f t y species were i d e n t i f i e d , i n c l u d ­
ing i n which were one Barrow's goldeneye, three black oyster 
c a t c h e r s , and a few h e r r i n g g u l l s and pigeon g u i l l e m o t s . 
On the r e t u r n journey one group of members, s t i l l l o o k i n g 
f o r b i r d s , saw f o u r European s t a r l i n g s and an immense f l o c k 
of at l e a s t f i v e hundred Brewer's b l a c k b i r d s , i n c l u d i n g i n 
which were a few red-winged. 

A.R.D. 

BIRD BEHAVIOUR 
On Sunday, February 19, I had a phone c a l l from the 

home of Frank Waring, whose house i s s i t u a t e d on the beach 
at Cadboro, to say t h a t some western b l u e b i r d s were paying 
them a v i s i t . N a t u r a l l y , I went down at once, as these 
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b i r d s are not o f t e n seen nowadays. 

While watching f o r the b l u e b i r d s out of the l a r g e window 
f a c i n g the sea, a f l o c k of about f i f t e e n glaucous-winged 
g u l l s were seen hovering over the water, a t t r a c t e d by some­
t h i n g which we could not i d e n t i f y . However, we a l l kept them 
under ob s e r v a t i o n , and i t was not long before we found they 
were a t t a c k i n g a horned grebe which apparently had been seek­
ing food very c l o s e to the &ore. One a f t e r another of the 
g u l l s pounced down on the grebe whenever i t surfaced. Every 
once i n a w h i l e one of the g u l l s would pick i t up and en­
deavour to f l y o f f w i t h i t , but i t was too heavy f o r them 
and they had to drop i t back i n t o the water. This happened 
so many times we feared the grebe had been k i l l e d , but Mr. 
Waring went out and picked i t up from the beach where the 
waves had f i n a l l y thrown i t . B r i n g i n g i t back i n t o the house, 
i t was found to s t i l l have l i f e , so a f t e r a l l o w i n g i t to r e s t 
f o r a w h i l e , i t was fed w i t h small pieces of f i s h , and before 
long had perked up considerably. Mrs. Waring t o l d me that 
the day previous a g u l l had attacked a f u l l grown s h o v e l l e r 
on the water, and, h o l d i n g i t by the neck,had attempted to 
k i l l i t . However, the g u l l was scared o f f and the s h o v e l l e r 
flew away unharmed. Apparently at t h i s time of year food 
f o r the g u l l s i s scarce and they have to r e s o r t to t h i s method 
of o b t a i n i n g food, which I b e l i e v e i s r a t h e r unusual. 

While watching f o r the b l u e b i r d s t h i s Sunday morning, an 
Audubon warbler came up to the feeding t r a y i n f r o n t of the 
window and fed along w i t h the juncos, the l a t t e r making no 
attempt to scare the smaller b i r d away. This warbler was 
n o t i c e d here f i r s t during the l a s t week i n December, and i s 
ob v i o u s l y w i n t e r i n g there. 

A.R.D. 

UNUSUAL BIRDS FOR FEBRUARY 

February 12% One Townsend's s o l i t a i r e on K i l l a r n e y Road. 
" 13: Two European s t a r l i n g on S t . P a t r i c k S t r e e t . 

" 14; One s l a t e - c o l o u r e d junco on S t . P a t r i c k " 

" 19: Three western b l u e b i r d s and one Audubon 
warbler on Waring P l a c e , Cadboro Bay. 

/ 
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NORTH AMERICAN CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1954 

The f o l l o w i n g are some i n t e r e s t i n g , and c o n t r a s t i n g , 
f i g u r e s taken from the above counts 

Redwinged b l a c k b i r d s 7,831,370 
P i n t a i l ducks 1,369,631 
European s t a r l i n g s 1,206,124 
Purple g r a c k l e 1,203,842 
M a l l a r d ducks 988,577 
Baldpate ducks 290,544 
Crows 268,240 
House sparrows 194,609 
Robins 155,226 
Brewers b l a c k b i r d s 120,886 
Black Oyster catchers 9 
Harlequin ducks 5 
Ancient murrelets 3 
Marbled murrelets none 
Western tanagers 1 

The t o t a l f o r the count was 473 species and 17,357,452 
i n d i v i d u a l s . 

VANCOUVER BIRD COUNT; December 1955 

The Vancouver N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y had eleven groups 
i n the f i e l d l a s t Christmas, and among the more unusual birds 
l i s t e d were the f o l l o w i n g : -

Trumpeter swans 3 
Horned l a r k s 31 
House wren 1 
L o n g - b i l l e d marsh wrens 4 
Russet-backed thrushes 2 
Bohemian waxwings 11 
Crested mynahs 47 
S l a t e coloured juncos 4 

As reported l a s t month, 99 species were i d e n t i f i e d , the 
t o t a l number of b i r d s seen being 37,953. 

JUNIOR NATURAL HISTORY PAGE 
Gerry Skinner E d i t o r 
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THE VALENTINE EGG: The c o u r t s h i p of our two canaries 
turned out to be q u i t e s u c c e s s f u l . Both 

canaries were caught i n our back garden q u i t e r e a d i l y . A f t e r 
they s e t t l e d down (they are domestic) we decided to breed 
c a n a r i e s . We bought a breeding cage and a wire-mesh nest. 
With the n e s t i n g m a t e r i a l s u p p l i e d , the b i r d s e n e r g e t i c a l l y 
went about b u i l d i n g a p r e f a b r i c a t e d nest. 

A f t e r much f u s s i n g , they f i n a l l y f i n i s h e d i t . With no 
more ado, our f r i e n d s a t down and l a i d an egg - l i g h t blue 
i n c o l o u r , about the s i z e of a marble. This was not d i s ­
covered u n t i l V a l e n t i n e Day. 

For f u r t h e r d e t a i l s , watch f o r your next magazine. 
by Gerry Skinner, 

FROM GEORGE MERRICK OF PORTLAND: 
During the e a r l y summer of 1954 I found a strange case 

of a b i r d n e s t i n g i n the t e r r i t o r y of an E n g l i s h sparrow's 
nest. The nests were about twenty f e e t up i n a f i r t r e e . 
About s i x f e e t out on a l a r g e branch was an E n g l i s h spar­
row's nest. W i t h i n inches was the nest of a house f i n c h . 

Both b i r d s seemed q u i t e f r i e n d l y to one another. The 
sparrow's nest contained young about f i v e days o l d while 
the house f i n c h e s nest contained f l e d g l i n g s . 

THE EDITOR THANKS GEORGE MERRICK f o r h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n and 

hopes to get any n a t u r a l h i s t o r y news you members have f o r 

t h i s page. Leave i t at the Museum general o f f i c e f o r him. 

See you at the Saturday movies on A p r i l 10th„ 
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1956 
Tuesday 
Mar.6 : 

Tuesday 
Mar.13: 

Tuesday 
Mar.20: 

Tuesday 
Mar. 27: 

NOTICES OF MEETINGS 

MARINE BIOLOGY GROUP 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum at 8:00 p.m. 
Dr. Donald Quayle 
"The D i s t r i b u t i o n of Mol l u s c s Introduced i n t o 
B r i t i s h Columbia." 
SPECIAL NOTICE 
The Annual General Meeting w i l l take place 
at 7:30 p.m. a t the P r o v i n c i a l Museum 
foll o w e d by: 
Mr. Theed Pearse, 
"W.W. E l l i s , N a t u r a l i s t - A r t i s t w i t h Capt.Cook's 
Last E x p e d i t i o n - The Marbled M u r r e l e t . " 
MAMMAL GROUP 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum at 8 p.m. 
Speaker: C.J. Guiguet 

BOTANY GROUP 
Speaker: P r o f . C. W. Lowe. 
Subject: "Further Studies of Fresh-water Algae.' 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum at 8 p.m. 

FROM THE EDITORS: The Soc i e t y ' s year ends with the Annual 
Meeting which w i l l be h e l d on the second Tues­
day i n March, so may we remind our members that 
dues f o r the ensuing year are now payable. 

Please pay same to the Treasurer, Mrs. Gladys E. Soulsby. 
These dues, i n c l u d i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n to the magazine are 

$3.00 f o r Family Membership, and $2.00 f o r i n d i v i d u a l s . 
The J u n i o r ' s Annual Fee i s $1.00. 

SPEAKERS FOR THE JUNIOR MEETINGS: P r e v i o u s l y acknowledged, 
September 27 to November 22. We now wish to thank those more 
recent speakers who gave t h e i r time to the l i t t l e group of 
J u n i o r N a t u r a l i s t s . 

Nov.29, Mrs. J . Hobson, " S i x Indian I n s e c t s " ; Dec.6, 
Mr. J.R. Grant, "Rocks and I n f r a - r e d r ay"; Dec.13, Mr.J.H. 
Hamilton, " S e a g u l l s " ; Jan.10, Mrs. G. Soulsby, party day; 
Jan.18, Inspector G.Stevenson of the B.C.Game Commission, 
"B.C.Animals"; Jan.24, Mr. Ches.Lyons ( F o r e s t r y ) "Our Pro­
v i n c e " ; Jan 31,Mr.Chas.Guiguet (Museum)"The Beaver"; V i s u a l 
Education, Vancouver, f i l m , "Grey Owl and h i s F r i e n d s " ; Feb. 
7, Mr.Ches Lyons (Forestry)"Our P r o v i n c e " , p a r t 2; Feb.14, 
Mr.J.O.Clay, "How I got I n t e r e s t e d i n B i r d s " . 
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