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The green frog (pictured on the cover) was accidently 
introduced to B r i t i s h Columbia and has subsequently become 
established i n the V i c t o r i a area and i n the Fraser Valley 
near Hope. Or i g i n a l l y i t was an animal of eastern North 
America, occurring from the Hudson Bay south to the Gulf 
of Mexico. It i s easily recognized by i t s very large ear 
membranes, green mask on the face and by the yellow throat 
i n the case of males. These frogs measure from two to four 
inches i n length. 

Co J . G. 

NOTES ON THE 1954 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

This Christmas Bird Count constitutes a high water mark 
for the V i c t o r i a d i s t r i c t ; p a r t l y on account of the fact 
that Mr. Clay was able to get fourteen keen b i r d watchers 
i n the f i e l d , and also because the day was fine and quiet, 
i d e a l weather for bird i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

Last year with a count of 83 species and a t o t a l of 
7716 i n d i v i d u a l birds, we were quite pleased, but t h i s 
year's t o t a l of 90 species and 10706 birds r e a l l y shows 
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of t h i s area. 

Among the more uncommon birds i d e n t i f i e d were the 
white-crowned sparrow, blue-winged t e a l , lesser yellowlegs, 
western bluebird and hermit thrush. 

The 392 European starlings on the l i s t can only be 
deplored. As far as I know, t h i s i s the largest invasion 
of these birds ever to come i n to t h i s d i s t r i c t . Hitherto, 
only three or four starlings at a time have found t h e i r 
way here. 

A. R. D. 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT. January 2nd, 1955 

A. City and east to Gonzales Bay: H.D.R.Stewart, . 
J. J.Vvhitehouse 

B. Shoal Bay to Spoon Bays J.CClay, Wm.Adams,Philip Symonds. 
C. Humber Road to Telegraph Bay Roads Mrs.H.M.S.Bell, 

Mrs.J.R.Inglis. 
D. Cedar H i l l Crossroad, Finnerty Road, S i n c l a i r Rd., 
'• • Queenswood and Ten Mile Points A.R.Davidson,B.R.Pettenden, 
E. Lost Lakes George A. Hardy. W m- S a v a l e » 
F. Swan Lake, Panama F l a t s : K.E.Christensen. 
G. Saanich, Centering on Elk Lakes J.O.Clay, Win.Adams, 

Mr. & Mrs. J.A.Berry, P. Symonds. 
H. Sidney and North Saanich: Miss M.C.Melburn,Mss L e i l a G. 

Roberts. 
I. St.Patrick Street. Mrs. H.M.S.Bell, Mrs. J.R.Inglis. 
J . Sooke D i s t r i c t s No estimate. 
K. Esquimalt and Witty*s Lagoons: No estimate. 

A B C D E F G H JL_ Total 
Loon, common 1 3 1 6 11 

red-throat 1 1 
Grebe, Holboell 2 1 3 

horned 9 35 19 8 35 106 
eared 4 4 5 13 
Western 12 52 12 13 89 

Guillemot. Pigeon 1 1 2 4 
Cormorant. D.Crested 35 5 40 

Baird 39 3 43 16 101 
Keron,northwest 

boast 1 1 3 3 8 
Goose. Canada 2 16 18 
Mallard 269 116 30 9 100 253 14 2 793 
Baldpate 460 132 50 89 300 720 133 193 2077 
P i n t a i l 17 20 37 
Teal, Green-wing 2 23 25 160 210 

Blue-wing 18 18 
Shoveller 10 73 1 4 34 122 
wood duck 4 4 
Mandarin, Chinese 4 4 
Canvasback 9 2 39 50 
Scaup.Greater 360 260 19 11 234 884 
Goldeneye.American 2 14 1 4 31 52 
Bufflehead 62 37 12 12 4 14 37 178 
Old Squaw 6 6 1 5 18 
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A B C D E F G H I Total 

Harlequin 6 23 4 18 51 
Scoter.White-winged 9 21 3 34 67 

Surf 5 13 3 12 32 65 
American 5 3 8 

Ruddy duck 3 2 1 34 40 
Merganser.Hooded 1 4 1 1 7 

American 2 2 4 
Red.Breasted 4 11 2 21 38 

Hawk. Cooper 1 1 2 
r e d t a i l 2 2 4 

Eagle, bald 1 1 
Hawk. Peregrin 1 1 2 

pigeon 1 1 
sparrow 2 2 

Grouse. willow 1 1 
Partridge. Hungarian 10 10 
Quail. C a l i f o r n i a 51 51 
Pheasant 1 4 5 
Coot 14 48 28 10 68 28 196 
Oyster catcher 3 3 
K i l l d e e r 27 5 2 22 56 
Surf bird 15 15 
Turnstone. Black 11 71 10 15 107 
Snipe 6 6 
Curlew, Hudsonia 1 1 
Yellowlegs. L 2 2 
Sandpiper. Aleutian 25 25 
G u l l : glaucous-wing 635 80 49 130 6 62 122 1084 

herring 1 1 2 
S h o r t - b i l l 140 12 2 154 
C a l i f o r n i a 12 12 
Bonaparte 5 5 

Kingfisher 1 1 
F l i c k e r , North-western 2 33 2 3 13 3 56 
Woodpecker, pileated 1 1 

downy 2 2 
Skylark. European 12 12 
Raven 2 2 
Crow. Northwest 4 19 20 118 733 18 912 
Chickadee. Chestnut-

backed 5 79 27 2 113 
Bushtit 15 10 25 
Nuthatch, red-breasted 1 1 2 4 


