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GET-TOGETHER FOR MEMBERS 
Old and new members w i l l have an opportunity to meet 

one another and t o meet the o l d and new executive at a 
t e a to be held at the V i c t o r i a Art Centre, Broughton St . , 
at 8 p.m. March 27. There w i l l be a charge of twenty-
f i v e cents to cover the cost of r e n t a l and t e a . 

This i s a new departure f o r The V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s ­
t o r y S o c i e t y but one which should give the members a 
chance to get to know one another which i s not p o s s i b l e 
at our general meetings or other a c t i v i t i e s ; Mrs. Hobson 
i s to be congratulated on her e f f o r t to make t h i s S o c i e t y 
an even more f r i e n d l y group than i t already i s . Let us 
a l l t u r n out f o r t h i s , our f i r s t s o c i a l event. 

FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING 
This meeting was held on Tuesday 13th at 8 p.m. i n 

the P r o v i n c i a l Museum, the seventy members and guests being 
too l a r g e a number to f i n d accommodation i n the L i b r a r y . 

Mrs. Hobson, our P r e s i d e n t , reminded the members that 
the contract w i t h the Audubon Soc i e t y had to be renewed 
r i g h t away i f we wished t o continue t o sponsor the Audubon 
Screen Tours. The meeting was overwhelmingly i n favour 
of c o n t i n u i n g our sponsorship but l e f t the matter of the 
Audubon suggestion of a f i f t y d o l l a r e x t r a g i f t payment 
to be d e a l t w i t h by the Executive. This would be con­
sidered when our f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n i n t h i s e n t e r p r i s e 
was known at the end of another season. The President 
a l s o mentioned the "get-together" at the V i c t o r i a Art 
Centre on March 27. Mr. T i l d e s l e y reminded those who 
wished t o procure Audubon Centennial Stamps that the order 
would be going i n w i t h i n a few days ( s i n c e then some sam­
ple i l l u s t r a t i o n s have come i n so we have he l d the order 
up f o r a w h i l e ) . Mr. Taylor announced t h a t the subject 
of Prof.Lowe's l e c t u r e t o the botany s e c t i o n would be "The 
L i f e Cycle of Ferns". Mr. Grant brought i n a box of geo­
l o g i c a l specimens among which was a most unusual e x h i b i t , 
the t e e t h of the p r e h i s t o r i c ancestor of the horse found 



i n a Saskatchewan f o s s i l bed. 
In i n t r o d u c i n g the speaker f o r the evening Mrs. 

Hobson remarked that t h i s was the f i r s t time a general 
meeting had been enterta i n e d by a speaker from across 
the l i n e . She assured Dr. and Mrs. Congdon that the 
members a l l appreciated t h e i r great kindness i n making 
the journey ffom S e a t t l e t o share w i t h us some of the 
i n t e r e s t and beauty they had found i n making t h i s f i l m 
" B i r d s : North and South". 

By way of i n t r o d u c t i o n Dr. Congdon explained that 
he was s t i l l a p r a c t i s i n g p h y s i c i a n i n Wenatchee, but 
was lucky enough to have sons who had followed i n h i s 
f o o t s t e p s so t h a t he could indulge h i s enthusiasm f o r 
nature and photography without d i s r u p t i n g h i s p r a c t i c e . 
He a l s o had the support and p o s s i b l e a b e t t i n g of a w i f e 
who was e q u a l l y as e n t h u s i a s t i c i n her love of nature. 
This was evident as he described the t a k i n g of these 
three r e e l s of f i l m s which ranged from the semi-tropics 
of the Gulf of Mexico to the frozen tundra of Hudson 
Bay. 

The f i r s t r e e l which was taken i n the c o a s t a l area 
of Southern Texas a l s o ranged i n l a n d to give us some 
p i c t u r e s of animals much more unusual to our eyes than 
the b i r d s . There were shots of a r m a d i l l o s taken from 
a l l d i r e c t i o n s and a chance shot of a group of p e c c a r i e s 
scampering through the woods. W i l d turkeys seem to be 
i n c r e a s i n g quite r a p i d l y i n t h i s refuge but the p a i r of 
whooping cranes that made newspaper headlines l a s t sum­
mer by hatching a lone egg, l o s t t h e i r chick to predators 
a few days a f t e r hatching. The f i l m contains numerous 
stu d i e s of that jewel of the southern woods, the c a r d i ­
n a l which were a t r e a t t o our wastern eyes but the mock­
i n g b i r d which i s such a f a v o u r i t e where he can be heard 
i s a very u n i n t e r e s t i n g subject f o r photography l o o k i n g 
as he does l i k e a r a t h e r d u l l c a t - b i r d . While p r a i r i e 
chicken might more often be seen i n our own p r a i r i e r e ­
gions, Dr. Congdon must have f e l t amply repayed f o r h i s 
long e a r l y morning v i g i l s when he r e c e i v e d h i s p i c t u r e s 
on the mating r i t u a l of t h i s b i r d . The enormous s i z e 
to which s t r u t t i n g males blew up the orange-coloured sacs 
on e i t h e r side of t h e i r necks has to be seen to be be­
l i e v e d and once seen the s t o r i e s of t h e i r booming being 
heard f o r m i l e s do not seem at a l l f a n t a s t i c . There are 
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a great v a r i e t y of shore and wading b i r d s i n the Gulf 
area, a good number of which are f a m i l i a r around V i c ­
t o r i a at d i f f e r e n t times of the year. 

To solve t h e i r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems when they 
got there the Congdons loaded t h e i r s t a t i o n wagon onto 
the t r a i n which took them from the Pas to C h u r c h i l l . 
By the look of the t e r r a i n at that s u b - a r c t i c port i t 
was a good job they d i d . One look at t h a t p i c t u r e of 
a l a t e June b l i z z a r d and one can understand the f e e l i n g s 
of the s o l d i e r up there who wondered why, w i t h a l l the 
r e s t of a n i c e warm continent to choose from the b i r d s 
had to come and nest i n that f r i g i d d e s o l a t i o n . E v i ­
d e n t l y the weather d i d not bother the b i r d e n t h u s i a s t s 
f o r they stayed twice as long as they f i r s t intended and 
then hated to leave. 

The v a r i e t y of n e s t i n g b i r d s i n the area i s t r u l y 
wonderful and a f t e r l o o k i n g at the f i l m i t seemed th a t 
from the confines of town t o the open tundra and scrubby 
t r e e s beside the r i v e r one was always stumbling upon 
nests of one sort or another. Longspurs, horned l a r k s , 
yellow w a r b l e r s , r e d s t a r t s seemed a l l mixed up w i t h a l l 
the v a r i e t i e s of p l o v e r s , sandpipers, turnstones and 
a r c t i c t e r n . Predators seemed scarce except the a r c t i c 
fox which cleaned out a few nests t h a t Dr. Congdon was 
watching and one whole n e s t i n g area of t e r n . This 
species, the a r c t i c t e r n , the speaker s a i d was the most 
g r a c e f u l i n f l i g h t that he had ever seen; t h i s i s under­
standable when one considers t h a t i t makes an 8,000 m i l e 
m i g r a t i o n from a r c t i c to a n t a r c t i c every year. 

Dr. Congdon's p a r t i c u l a r p r i d e and joy was h i s t h i r d 
r e e l on which he had captured the p r i v a t e l i v e s of a 
group of a r c t i c loons. A f t e r p o l l i n g a r a f t back and 
f o r t h from an i s l a n d twice a day and spending hours i n a 
rough and very damp b l i n d he managed to get a s e r i e s of 
p i c t u r e s of t h i s very e l u s i v e b i r d that were r e a l l y worth 
the e f f o r t and discomfort. This loon d i f f e r s from the 
common loon by being smaller i n s i z e w i t h a s h o r t e r neck 
and a d i s t i n c t streak of white from the head down the 
back of the neck, shading t o gray at the base. 

This f i l m and n a r r a t i v e again brought to my a t t e n t i o n 
what seems to be a paradox i n human obse r v a t i o n . Time 
a f t e r time one i s e n t e r t a i n e d by n a t u r a l i s t s who can spot 
the most p e r f e c t l y camouflaged b i r d s hidden i n a background 
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of l o v e l y flowers and t r e e s . U s u a l l y they can t e l l you 
e x a c t l y what v a r i e t y of a p a r t i c u l a r species i t belongs 
to by the short glimpse they get of i t as i t leaves the 
nest but i f you ask them what flowers made up the bold 
and obvious background they e i t h e r admit t h a t they d i d 
not n o t i c e any flowers or give a vague "Oh', some Composi-
tae and Legumes, I r e a l l y d i d not look at them very 
c l o s e l y . " Dr. Congdon d i d b e t t e r than the average as he 
d i d point out the wonderful d i s p l a y of northern Rhododen­
dron and p a i n t brush but there were dozens of other plants 
that I would have loved to have had a b e t t e r view of. 
Maybe someday a b o t a n i s t w i l l accompany a b i r d photogra­
pher and we w i l l get to know not only what the b i r d s are 
but what they are h i d i n g i n . As t h i s was d e f i n i t e l y a 
b i r d f i l m we can have no complaints whatever. The p i c ­
t u r e was of e x c e p t i o n a l high q u a l i t y and every foot of 
i t was enhanced by the obvious enthusiasm of the speaker. 

In thanking Dr. and Mrs. Congdon, Dr. C l i f f o r d C a r l 
expressed the wishes of us a l l i n hoping that we would 
see them again soon. 

W.T. 

GROUP MEETINGS 

GEOLOGYs On Jan. 30, i n the reading room of the P r o v i n ­
c i a l L i b r a r y the Geology Group was e n t e r t a i n e d 

by a most i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k on the N a t u r a l H i s t o r y of Coal 
by Dr. R„ W. Gray. 

In h i s address Dr. Gray described the various f o r c e s 
which had been a c t i n g f o r hundreds of m i l l i o n s of years 
to t u r n the residue of p l a n t s i n t o the c o a l measures we 
are using today. He explained that a l l the c o a l f i e l d s 
of Eastern Canada, Europe, Greenland and most of the 
A s i a t i c c o a l f i e l d s were l a i d down i n the Carboniferous 
era, about 250,000,000 years ago. This was the age of 
the giant h o r s e t a i l s , clubmosses, t r e e ferns and of 
p l a n t s t h a t have long since disappeared from the surface 
of the e a r t h . Spores of these p l a n t s make up e n t i r e 
l a y e r s of coal i n some of these mines. 

The Western Canadian c o a l s , i n c l u d i n g those of 
Vancouver I s l a n d , are of a much l a t e r date, having been 
l a i d down during the Cretaceous e r a , about 110,000,000 
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years ago. This was the time of the l a s t great spread 
of shallow seas across the c o n t i n e n t s . The land was 
predominantly low w i t h great swamps. Dinosaurs evolved 
and the moderate climate produced f l o w e r i n g p l a n t s , 
some of which appear to be d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o our oak. 
Some w e l l preserved l e a f impressions are almost i d e n t i ­
c a l w i t h those of the Ginke or maidenhair t r e e . 

Dr. Gray a l s o pointed out that not only were the 
East and West coal f i e l d s of d i f f e r e n t ages and made 
up of d i f f e r e n t types of p l a n t s , but the manner i n 
which they were formed was d i f f e r e n t . While the coals 
of the East were l a i d down by being covered by tremen­
dous l a y e r s of s o i l and rock, the deepest c o a l u s u a l l y 
being the hardest, the coals of the West seem to have 
been acted upon by heat and movement, such as the major 
upheavals which pushed t i d a l swamps up thousands of 
f e e t i n t o the a i r . P e t r i f i e d stumps of swamp-loving 
t r e e s which have become agatized o f t e n i n t e r f e r e w i t h 
mining operations f a r up i n the Rocky Mountains. 

A f t e r e x p l a i n i n g how the c o a l came to be where i t 
i s and of what i t c o n s i s t e d , Dr. Gray showed i l l u s t r a ­
t i o n s of remains of the a c t u a l p l a n t s found i n the 
mines and of the giant i n s e c t s of t h a t era which had 
been trapped i n the d e b r i s . One i n t e r e s t i n g example 
was of a Dragonfly (Meganeura) which had a wing spread 
of two f e e t , the l a r g e s t i n s e c t known. 

Mrs. Hobson, our p r e s i d e n t , i n a few gracious 
words, thanked Dr. Gray f o r h i s very i n t e r e s t i n g and 
i n s t r u c t i v e l e c t u r e , and a l s o Dr. Sargent and Mr. 
S t a n s f i e l d f o r t h e i r k i n d l y a s s i s t a n c e . 

J.H.W. 

BOTANYs Tuesday evening, January 16, was the occasion 
of a most i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k by Mr. John Nutt on 

the f l o r a of A u s t r a l i a . In s p i t e of the inclemency of 
the weather a l a r g e group of the botany s e c t i o n gathered 
i n Dr. C a r l ' s o f f i c e and were amply repayed by a most 
v i v i d and i n f o r m a t i v e d i s c u s s i o n , not only of A u s t r a l i a n 
p l a n t s but of the p e c u l i a r geography of t h i s c o n t i n e n t . 
B a s i c l y , a narrow b e l t of green around a vast expanse 
of desert, t h i s narrow b e l t has been f u r t h e r depleted 
by the a r r i v a l of c i v i l i z e d man w i t h h i s bent f o r 
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d e s t r o y i n g that which he should most conserve. 

Due to i t s i s o l a t i o n the endemic f l o r a and fauna i s 
u n l i k e t h a t of any other continent. The mammalian fauna 
i s almost e x c l u s i v e l y marsupial and of a m i l d and peace­
f u l nature but some of the p l a n t s e x h i b i t e d developed the 
most v i c i o u s t r a i t s . For instance Mr. Nutt described an 
occasion when he touched the h a i r y surface of a plant with 
one f i n g e r and was i n an agony of f i r e y i r r i t a t i o n f o r 
s e v e r a l days. Some of the f l o w e r i n g p l a n t s are u n b e l i e v a ­
b l y b e a u t i f u l p a r t i c u l a r l y along the east coast from about 
Sydney to up past Brisbane. 

The Great B a r r i e r Reef w i t h i t s c o r a l f l o o r teeming 
w i t h weird and wonderful forms of marine l i f e i s e v i d e n t l y 
something that has to be seen to be b e l i e v e d . 

This t a l k , given by a person of Mr. N u t t 1 s wide ex­
perience gave us a l l a much greater a p p r e c i a t i o n of the 
p h y s i c a l aspects of A u s t r a l i a most of which seem t o be 
l i t t l e understood on t h i s side of the P a c i f i c . We hope 
the speaker w i l l be persuaded to address the whole Society 
at some f u t u r e date. 

In the absence of Mr. T a y l o r , Mr. T i l d e s l e y thanked 
the speaker and as a f i n a l happy gesture Mr. Nutt d i s t r i ­
buted sprays of the Yellow Wattle ( A u s t r a l i a n f l o w e r i n g 
Acacia) to the l a d i e s . 

W. T. 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN MARCH 
Here on the P a c i f i c Coast t h i s i s the month of r e v i v a l 
and r e t u r n . Already the b i r d - c h e r r y and the e a r l y w i l ­
lows are i n bloom and o c c a s i o n a l patches of gorse are 
b r i g h t e n i n g the h i l l s i d e s w i t h splashes of gold. Before 
the month i s out our dry and rocky h i l l s w i l l be s t a r t ­
i n g upon t h e i r b r i e f blaze of f l o r a l g l o r y . S a t i n 
flower ( S i s y r i n c h i u m D o u g l a s i i A. D i e t e r . ) E a s t e r l i l y 
(Erythronium grandiflorum Pursh) peacock (Dodecatheon spp.) 
and numerous species of Saxifragaceae w i l l be c a r p e t i n g 
the h i l l s and even now the lowlands are aglow w i t h yellow 
masses of skunk cabbage. 

Though not as obvious as our s p r i n g f l o w e r s , the 
smaller members of our b i r d p o p u l a t i o n w i l l be n e s t i n g or 
r e a r i n g young. To those who know them the songs of these 
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s p r i n g a r r i v a l s w i l l be j u s t as d i s t i n c t i v e as the b r i g h t 
c o l o u r i n g of the f l o w e r s . Numbers of the w i n t e r r e s i ­
dents t h a t have brightened our shores f o r the l a s t few 
months have l e f t f o r t h e i r northern breeding grounds but 
the lagoons and t i d a l f l a t s are a l i v e w i t h new a r r i v a l s . 

Every fresh-water pool i s teeming w i t h enough l i f e 
t o keep an i n t e r e s t e d watcher busy f o r days. Weather i s 
the only t h i n g that can d e t r a c t from the i n t e r e s t i n the 
t i d a l pools at any time of the year but even those are 
probably l i v e l i e r than ever as the days get longer and 
the sun climbs to higher and warmer a l t i t u d e s . 

T r u l y , t h i s i s the month of regeneration. 
W. T. 

INDIAN NATURAL HISTORY (Cont»d) 
By Wilson Duff, P r o v i n c i a l Museum 

During the m y t h o l o g i c a l e r a , men and animals a l l 
possessed supernatural powers. Animals l i v e d j u s t l i k e 
men, often i n the same v i l l a g e s , and could change i n t o 
human form at w i l l . Men could see and converse w i t h these 
animal-people, and l i v e d i n harmony w i t h them. The animal-
people were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r many feat u r e s of the world as 
i t i s today. One of them, Raven, who was the great c u l t u r e -
hero of the northern coast, s t o l e d a y l i g h t and f i r e from 
s e l f i s h supernatural beings who owned them, and made them 
a v a i l a b l e to men. He was a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the o r i g i n 
of many forms of animal l i f e ; f o r example, he l i b e r a t e d the 
colachens from a box i n which they were kept, and t o l d them 
to go to the mouth of the Nass r i v e r every s p r i n g . 

Other animal-people played important r o l e s i n forming 
the present s t a t e of t h i n g s , as another example f o r Tsim-
shian mythology w i l l show. Before the Flood (and a l l I n ­
dians have a legend of the Flood) a l l the Tsimshians and 
a l l the animals l i v e d at P r a i r i e Town, up the Skeena R i v e r 
near Hazelton. One day the animals had a c o u n c i l to decide 
on the days and seasons. They decided t h a t the Sun, who 
had j u s t been formed, should walk about every day g i v i n g 
l i g h t so that everything could grow, and that the Moon should 
walk about at n i g h t . When i t came to d e c i d i n g the length of 



the months s however, they had some disagreement. The Dog 
c h i e f spoke f i r s t , because dogs were considered the wis­
est animals, and suggested a month of f o r t y days. Porcu­
pine pointed out that t h i r t y days would be much more con­
venient, and f i n a l l y the other animals agreed. The dogs 
were sent away, and that e x p l a i n s why, ever s i n c e , dogs 
have been enemies of the animals of the f o r e s t , and bear 
s s p e c i a l hatred f o r the porcupine. At one point i n the 
proceedings, Porcupine became so angry at the s t u p i d i t y 
of some of the l a r g e r animals that he b i t o f f h i s thumbs, 
and that i s why the porcupine has only four f i n g e r s . 

One day i n t h i s time long ago a Tsimshian Indian out­
w i t t e d and k i l l e d the c h i e f of the Mosquito v i l l a g e , an 
i n d i v i d u a l w i t h a proboscis of pure c r y s t a l . He burned 
the body, but much to h i s dismay the ashes, as they blew 
away, turned i n t o clouds of mosquitoes. That i s why 
mosquitoes are so numerous. 

These myths of course v a r i e d g r e a t l y from t r i b e to 
t r i b e . The Songhees b e l i e v e d that a l l animals were f o r ­
merly people, who were changed i n t o t h e i r present forms 
by Haylse, the Great Transformer. The Indians who were 
changed i n t o whales were from Neah Bay, and so, they say, 
whales speak the Makah language. That's why the Neah 
Bay Indians were such s u c c e s s f u l whale hunters. 

Tales are d i f f e r e n t from myths, i n that they d e a l 
w i t h t r a d i t i o n s of the h i s t o r i c past during which time 
c o n d i t i o n s were much l i k e those of the present. Men had 
l o s t the supernatural a b i l i t y to see and converse w i t h 
animals i n t h e i r human forms, except on rare occasions. 
Shamans could s t i l l sometimes see the animal-people,and 
from them, the people learned about the i n v i s i b l e l i f e 
of animals. The few occasions on which o r d i n a r y men 
v i s i t e d the animal-people were powerful supernatural 
experiences, and the animal v i s i t e d u s u a l l y bestowed a 
dance, song, or some supernatural power on the v i s i t o r . 
The t a l e which t o l d about t h i s experience was i t s e l f a 
v a l u a b l e f a m i l y possession, and o f t e n a c r e s t commemor­
a t i n g the event was carved on the f a m i l y ' s totem poles 
f o r generations. 

Not a l l t a l e s were of t h i s type. Some,for example, 
were j u s t s t o r i e s e x p l a i n i n g the o r i g i n of some animal 
or some n a t u r a l phenomenon or of some observance or cus­
tom. One Tsimshian t a l e t e l l s of the o r i g i n of the 

105 
beaver. A hunter and h i s w i f e were out hunting raccoons, 
and the wife got angry because her husband was too busy 
to pay much a t t e n t i o n to her. She went away alone to 
s u l k . Her husband found her swimming i n a l a k e , but she 
refused to come out, and slowly turned i n t o a beaver. Her 
apron turned i n t o the beaver's f l a t t a i l , and her brown 
h a i r turned i n t o the beaver's f u r . 

Another Tsimshian t a l e , about a young p r i n c e who 
v i s i t e d the v i l l a g e of the Spring Salmon people, e x p l a i n s 
the o r i g i n of the f i r s t salmon ceremony and the time and 
sequence of the v a r i o u s salmon runs. The young p r i n c e , 
scolded by h i s mother, ran away from home, and was taken 
by four men i n a canoe to the v i l l a g e o f the Spring Salmon 
people f a r out i n the ocean. He was taken i n t o the large 
house of the c h i e f , who promised to take him home the next 
s p r i n g when the salmon people would again v i s i t the Skeena 
r i v e r . In the s p r i n g , the c h i e f set out scouts to see i f 
i t was time to go up the r i v e r . The scouts came back w i t h 
good t i d i n g s , the i c e had broken and there were many cotton-
wood leaves f l o a t i n g on the r i v e r , i t was time to go. The 
c h i e f gathered a l l h i s people, and t a k i n g the p r i n c e i n 
h i s canoe, set out f o r the Skeena R i v e r . On the way they 
stopped at the v i l l a g e of the Sockeye Salmon to t e l l them 
the good news. "Go on," s a i d the Sockeye C h i e f , "and as 
has been our custom, w e ' l l f o l l o w you soon." A l i t t l e 
l a t e r , they met the canoes of the Steelheads, who were r e ­
t u r n i n g home from the r i v e r s , and they exchanged news. Then 
they v i s i t e d the Humpback v i l l a g e , and the Humpbacks said 
that they would f o l l o w along a f t e r the Sockeyes; and the 
v i l l a g e of the Dog Salmon people, who agreed to f o l l o w the 
Humpbacks. The next v i l l a g e was that of the Cohoes, who 
decided that they would wait u n t i l l a t e f a l l , as was t h e i r 
custom. F i n a l l y , they came to the v i l l a g e of the Trout. 

"Vifait a couple of days," s a i d the Trout c h i e f , "and w e ' l l 
be ready to go w i t h you". The Spring Salmon Chief agreed, 
and they r e s t e d a couple of days, and then l e t the Trout 
precede them to the r i v e r . When the Spring Salmon f i n a l l y 
reached the mouth of the r i v e r , they stopped f o r a r e s t . 
Some of them stood up i n t h e i r canoes to s t r e t c h , and the 
Indians on shore saw them (to them the s t r e t c h i n g salmon 
people were seen as f i s h jumping) and knew they were com­
i n g . An o l d shaman i n the p r i n c e ' s v i l l a g e caught the 
Spring Salmon c h i e f , and i n s i d e i t s stomach found the young 
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p r i n c e , who r a p i d l y grew to h i s former s i z e . The o l d 
shaman and the p r i n c e now knew how the salmon-people l i k e d 
t o be t r e a t e d , and they taught the Tsimshian Indians how t o 
to welcome the f i r s t salmon every year. 

That i s a t a l e , and by the study of t a l e s and myths 
we can get an understanding of the bas i c b e l i e f s about 
animals that u n d e r l i e Indian taboos and r i t u a l s . 

One of these basic b e l i e f s i s that animals are im­
morta l . Their bodies are merely s h e l l s or "blankets of 
f l e s h " . When the body i s completely destroyed, the a n i ­
mal returns to l i f e i n another body. When the young 
p r i n c e i n the story above was l i v i n g i n the salmon v i l ­
l a g e , he was t o l d that whenever he was hungry a l l he had 
to do was go outside and club one of the c h i l d r e n p l a y i n g 
t h e r e . He d i d t h i s , and the c h i l d turned i n t o a n i c e 
l i t t l e s p r i n g salmon, which he cooked and ate. He was 
t o l d to be very c a r e f u l to gather up a l l the bones and 
burn them, and when he d i d t h i s , the c h i l d was re s t o r e d 
to l i f e . The f i r s t time t h i s happened however, the c h i l d 
complained of a sore eye. The pr i n c e found the missing 
eye and burned i t , and the c h i l d was w e l l again. This 
b e l i e f e x p l a i n s why the Tsimshian always burned the bones 
of any animal k i l l e d , and c a r e f u l l y burned the bones of 
the f i r s t salmon. In so doing they were simply p r a c t i s ­
i n g game conservation. 

The most important and deep-seated b e l i e f , which 
permeated the Indians* whole way of t h i n k i n g about a n i ­
mals, was the b e l i e f that animals were semi-supernatural 
beings who could change i n t o human form at w i l l . In fac t , , 
they thought, animals are i n human form a l l the time ex­
cept when they are i n contact w i t h men. In former times, 
men could see the animals i n t h e i r human form, but now 
few ever have t h a t experience. Animals can remain i n 
t h e i r i n v i s i b l e human form or put on t h e i r v i s i b l e animal 
bodies at w i l l . The animal body i s merely a canoe i n 
which the animal r i d e s , or a cloak or blanket of f l e s h , 
which the animal removes and hangs up when i t goes home 
and r e v e r t s to i t s human form. 

The Haidas and Tsimshians thought t h a t each species 
of animal had i t s own clans and v i l l a g e s , which were j u s t 
l i k e human v i l l a g e s . K i l l e r whales, the greatest of a n i ­
mals, had t h e i r v i l l a g e s under the sea, near p o i n t s of 
land. Mountain goats l i v e d underground i n s o l i d rock. 

(To be continued) 

JUNIOR NATURAL HISTORY PAGE 
E d i t o r ; 

Doreen Wilby 

107 

Phone: 
E.2357 

I ^hin~k I tarried 
Some, of j -f / 

Peggy C a r l . 

Mr. C. Guiguet spoke about b i r d b i l l s on Saturday, Feb. 
23rd. The J u n i o r N a t u r a l i s t s were set by him to copy types 
of b i r d s ' b i l l s i n each case. A f t e r h a l f an hour Mr.Guiguet 
t o l d what each b i r d l i v e d on and how they got t h e i r food 
w i t h t h e i r 

sharp " "~^g— s spat u l a t e 

curved ^ ~ - ^ ^ N ^ , t.«ri»t.« - —=»-•, r a p t o r i a l 

and other shaped b i l l s . 

The mute swans i n Beacon H i l l Park have a v i s i t o r w i t h them; 
a w i l d w h i s t l i n g swan. Can you t e l l the d i f f e r e n c e between 
them? 
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NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

Tuesday, ANNUAL MEETING and E l e c t i o n of O f f i c e r s , 
Mar.13s P r o v i n c i a l Museum, 8 p.m. Also a showing 

of the Dep't of V i s u a l Education sound f i l m 
"No Man i s an I s l a n d " . 

Tuesday, BOTANY GROUP - P r o v i n c i a l Museum, 8 p.m. 
Mar.20 : 

Tuesday, MEMBERSHIP TEA, V i c t o r i a Art Centre, 
Mar.27: 823 Broughton S t r e e t , 8 p.m. Entrance fee 25^ 

JUNIORS can attend moving p i c t u r e s on Saturday mornings 
March 3, 10, 17: Saturday, March 31st, meeting 
i n the Museum, at 10 a.m. 

Mr. T i l d e s l e y wants more c o n t r i b u t i o n s from the J u n i o r s f o r 
t h e i r page. I f you see something i n t e r e s t i n g , w r i t e about 
i t to the e d i t o r , Doreen Wilby at 1276 Walnut St., or brin g 
i t to the Museum before the 15th of the month. Thank you, 
Peggy C a r l , f o r your cartoon. 

EDITOR'S NOTES: 
The e d i t o r i s i n t e r e s t e d i n o b t a i n i n g the 

names and addresses of persons i n towns or c i t i e s other 
than V i c t o r i a or Vancouver who are i n t e r e s t e d enough i n 
the study of n a t u r a l h i s t o r y and the conservation of our 
n a t u r a l resources to organize l o c a l s o c i e t i e s or clubs 
devoted to the study of these s u b j e c t s . I t i s only through 
united e f f o r t that the people of B r i t i s h Columbia can put 
a stop to the wastage of her n a t u r a l resources and the 
s p o l i a t i o n of her beauty. 

This i s s u e marks the end of Volume No.7 of The V i c ­
t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t . I t i s only by a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n and 
c r i t i c i s m by the general membership of an o r g a n i z a t i o n 
that such a p u b l i c a t i o n as t h i s can provide the s e r v i c e i t 
should. Whether t h i s s e r v i c e has been provided we are not 
competent to say but we have been fo r t u n a t e i n the number 
and q u a l i t y of c o n t r i b u t i o n s and the h e l p f u l suggestions 
we have r e c e i v e d . 

W. T. 
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