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NOVEMBER MEETING

The regular monthly meeting of The Victoria Natural
History Society was held in the Reading Room of the Provin-
cial Library commencing at 8 p.m. on November 14. Mrs.
Hobson, the President, was in the chair and we were glad
to welcome back our secretary Mrs. Bland who read the
minutes of the previous meeting.

Several specimens were exhibited:- Mr. Clay showed
a nest of the house finch taken from a clump of broom,
close to the ground in Oak Bay, the first report for that
area. Several types of poly-pore fungi had been brought
in and were named by Prof. Lowe.. Mr. Whitehouse brought
a piece of dinosaur bone he had picked up while fossil
hunting in Alberta.

The chairman then introduced the speaker for the
evening, Walter Jones, Plant Pathologist at the Dominion
Laboratory in Saanichton, who spoke on "Parasitic Fungi',,
The Society has seldom been treated to a clearer or more
easily understood explanation of a very technical subject.
After listening to Mr. Jones describe the different ways
in which parasitic fungi attack host plants and after
looking at the numerous slides showing the invading Tfungus
mycelia spreading through the tissue of the host and burst-
ing forth 1 nmasses of fruiting bodies one could sympathize
with one of the audience who said he was going to give up
trying to grow a thing any more. Among the numerous
exhibits that Mr. Jones used to illustrate his subject was
one which he and the Saanichton staff developed and which
has been adopted by many mycological laboratories all over
the world. The exhibit was one of the celophane cultures
on which a pure culture of the organism required is in-
duced to grow on a sheet of celophane, thus having mova-
ble culture that can be examined directly under the micro-
scope or photographed in one plane.

Professor Lowe expressed the appreciation ofall pre-
sent fora most instructive and enjoyable lecture. W.T.



