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T H E V I C T O R I A N A T U R A L I S T 

P u b l i s h e d by 
The V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y _ _ _ _ _ 

The December monthly meeting was he ld i n the 
Reading Room of the P r o v i n c i a l L i b r a r y on Tuesday, 1 1 t h . 
This meeting was w e l l attended and two items of l o c a l 
i n t e r e s t were d i s cussed at l e n g t h . The f i r s t d e a l t w i t h 
t h e proposed l i b e r a t i o n of the gray s q u i r r e l s i n Beacon 
H i l l P a r k , and i t was the consensus of the meeting t h a t 
these a n i m a l s , i f r e l e a s e d , might cause a great d e a l of 
damage t o n e s t i n g b i r d s . Mr.Downes exp la ined t h a t owing 
t o the s i m i l a r i t y of the c l ima tes of V i c t o r i a and E n g ­
land the gray s q u i r r e l s might t h r i v e and spread and be­
come a pest i n the lower p a r t of the I s l a n d as they had 
done i n E n g l a n d . The meet ing then decided to go on r e ­
cord as be ing adverse t o t h i s l i b e r a t i o n , and t o forward 
a copy of the r e s o l u t i o n t o the O f f i c e of the Game Com­
m i s s i o n e r . 

The other i t em of i n t e r e s t was brought up by 
M r . C h r i s t i a n s e n i n connect ion w i t h Swan L a k e . A p p a r e n t l y 
i n t h i s area there i s a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of s h o o t i n g 
a l though i t i s a c l o s e l y s e t t l e d d i s t r i c t . The l a k e i t ­
s e l f i s noted f o r i t s b i r d l i f e and many uncommon spe­
c i e s use i t as a s t opp ing p lace i n m i g r a t i o n . The area 
s h o u l d , a c co rd ing t o the members of the S o c i e t y , be set 
as ide as a b i r d s a ^ & t u a r y . T h i s was l e f t t o t h e Committee 
t o f i n d what steps are necessary t o have t h i s area r e ­
served . 

As i t had come t o the a t t e n t i o n of the program 
Committee t h a t M r . R i c h a r d F . Cor l e s s , known as the 
" F l y i n g P r o s p e c t o r " was i n town for a few-days , w i t h 
some s t r i k i n g s l i d e s and f i l m s of Nor thern l i f e , a r range ­
ments were made at short n o t i c e to postpone the scheduled 
address , and t o have him present h i s p i c t u r e s . T h i s 
move proved t o have been amply j u s t i f i e d . 

The f i r s t set of s l i d e s were t a k e n on the A l a s k a 
Highway, i n the neighbourhood of the L i a r d R i v e r and 
T e s l i n L a k e . The p i c t u r e s showed, and the speaker t e s t i ­
f i e d t o the permanent q u a l i t y of the br idges and the 
highway work i n g e n e r a l . Most i n t e r e s t i n g were the hot 
spr ings o c c u r r i n g i n t h i s d i s t r i c t , i n whose fu ture 
development M r . Cor l e s s showed no u n c e r t a i n f a i t h . 
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F o l l o w i n g the s t i l l p i c t u r e s t h e r e were a number 

of f i l m s i n c o l o u r . The f i r s t showed a s e r i e s of r e a l l y 
remarkable c lose -ups of a n i m a l s , i n c l u d i n g such shy sub­
j e c t s as Mountain Sheep, Beaver , o t t e r , Car iboo , Moose, 
M a l l a r d and Trumpeter Swan, t ogether w i t h some r e a l l y 
p r o d u c t i v e f i s h i n g . The h i g h spot of the r e e l was an u n ­
comfortably c l ose shot of a mother g r i z z l y w i t h her cub. 
M r . Cor l e s s s tated t h a t she came w i t h i n f i v e feet of him 
as he l a y on the ground , and n e i t h e r he nor she seemed 
q u i t e sure what would happen n e x t . 

There fo l lowed a s e r i e s of camping and p r o s p e c t ­
i n g scenes from the C h i l c o t i n c o u n t r y . Th i s d i s t r i c t , 
s a i d M r . C o r l e s s , i s due f o r a tremendous min ing boom i n 
the near f u t u r e . 

The l a s t f i l m was a record of a p r o s p e c t i n g t r i p 
t o the Yukon, which M r . Cor l e s s shared w i t h t h a t famous 
Northern c h a r a c t e r , Sam McGee. The speaker d i s c l o s e d what 
might have become a r a r e case of p o e t i c j u s t i c e when he 
r e l a t e d t h a t years a f t e r h i s " l i t e r a r y dea th" Sam McGee 
was shoo t ing the r a p i d s of the Yukon w i t h Robert S e r v i c e , 
and threatened t o avenge h i s " c r e m a t i o n " by drowning the 
poet . The f i l m c l osed w i t h a shot of M r . McGee washing 
the l a s t pan of g r a v e l of h i s l i f e . 

L . C o l i n C u r t i s . 

BIRD NOTES; 
" D u r i n g the past year q u i t e a number of v e r y 

i n t e r e s t i n g items r e l a t i n g t o our l o c a l b i r d s have been 
recorded by members of the S o c i e t y , and f o r the b e n e f i t 
of the other members, a few of the more outs tanding 
observat ions are recorded i n the f o l l o w i n g pages. 

On page 109 w i l l be found a t a b u l a t i o n of 
the ducks i n Beacon H i l l P a r k , t aken by M r . E . F . G . White 
over a p e r i o d of many weeks. I t shows the approximate 
number of the d i f f e r e n t spec ies on t h e g iven dates and 
g ives an i d e a of the t ime these d i f f e r e n t spec ies m i ­
grate t o t h e i r w i n t e r q u a r t e r s . I f many r e t u r n s are 
obtained from the b i r d - b a n d i n g p r o j e c t t h a t i s be ing 
undertaken , i t may be p o s s i b l e t o determine the breed ­
i n g l o c a l i t y of the b i r d s t h a t w i n t e r h e r e . 
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An immature female Barn Owl , shot at Cowichan Bay, 

Oct . 15th, 1945 by M r . A l f r e d F r e t t of Duncan was sent i n 
t o the Museum C o l l e c t i o n . Al though one or two i n d i v i d u a l s 
have been known to be present i n the Cowichan Bay area 
d u r i n g the past t h r e e years or s o , t h i s a p p a r e n t l y i s the 
f i r s t specimen taken ' on Vancouver I s l a n d . There are a 
few records from the Mainland i n the l a s t few years from 
the F r a s e r D e l t a and one b i r d , a p p a r e n t l y shot by a 
hunter,was p i c k e d up on Sea I s l a n d by M r . H . M i d d l e t o n of 
Vancouver.. 

Two records of P e l i c a n s be ing seen i n the d i s t r i c t 
have been r e c o r d e d . One by M r s . J e f f e r s o n at Prospec t L a k e , 
the other on 0 c t . l 5 t h by Cadet R . L a n n i n g at Esquimal t 
Lagoon. 

A Lutescent Warbler was k i l l e d by a cat on the 
feed t a b l e i n M r . H . G. Wyat t ' s garden. T h i s was on 
March 2 4 t h , which i s e x c e p t i o n a l l y e a r l y f o r these b i r d s . 

A S o l i t a r e was seen i n Oak Bay by Mr . F . Scott -Mason 
on May 3 r d . 

On May 13th M r . C lay and M r . Meugens saw one Lesser 
Canada Goose and one W h i t e - f r o n t e d Goose on Q u i c k ' s Pond. 
They were feed ing and f l y i n g round t o g e t h e r . 

M r . T . A . A i r e y r e p o r t s t h a t a p a i r of North-west * 
Coast Herons t r i e d t o b u i l d i n the t r e e s on Gonzales H i l l , 
but m a t e r i a l s were s c a t t e r e d by Crows. Someone shot one 
of these b i r d s through the b i l l . I t l a t e r faded and d i e d . 

On A p r i l 29th M r . C lay observed t h r e e f l o c k s of 
Western W i l l i t s c o n t a i n i n g 8 , 25, and 17 b i r d s . They were 
p a s s i n g o f f shore at the Oak Bay Go l f Course; f l y i n g 
f as t and c a l l i n g . 

M r . J . 0. Clay r e p o r t s see ing a S l a t e - c o l o u r e d 
Junco among a f l o c k of Oregon Juncos i n Beacon H i l l 
Park t h i s f a l l . 
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un June 17th M r . Clay and M r . Redfern v i s i t e d the 

Lewis L i g h t and noted 8 B a i r d ' s Cormorant nests on the 
framework of the l i g h t . A hole was found on the s t e e l 
drum where a l l - t o o - m a n y s e a - b i r d s had met t h e i r fa te i n 
past y e a r s . The Department of Transport were n o t i f i e d 
and the necessary r e p a i r s made q u i c k l y . 

D u r i n g a v i s i t t o Home Lake on J u l y 13th M r . Geo. 
Winkler saw a p a i r of Hooded Mergansers w i t h 12 young. 

On September 25th Archdeacon C o l l i s o n saw a l a r g e 
f l o ck of some 40 b i r d s c i r c l i n g h i g h up over V i c t o r i a . 
Owing t o he ight and d i s t a n c e these could not be d e f i n i t e ­
l y i d e n t i f i e d but were thought t o be E a g l e s . The f o l ­
lowing day M r . A . W. Jones and M r . Meugens saw a f l o c k 
of 28 b i r d s over the Gorge Va le Go l f Course , they came 
i n from the East i n p a i r s at about 300 feet and , c a t c h ­
i n g an updraught over the c o u r s e , soared t o a he ight of 
about 2000 feet and then s a i l e d s o u t h . By the breadth 
of wing and shortness of neck t h e r e i s not much doubt 
t h a t these b i r d s were American Rough-legged Hawks. 

A p a r t i a l a l b i n o Blue Grouse was r e c e n t l y brought 
t o the Museum by M r . Pat L i t t l e of Parkv iew A v e . , 
V i c t o r i a . In g e n e r a l , the co l our i s a l i g h t buff. , the 
feathers of the back having darker bands but almost 
whi te ends; the underparts are s l a t y grey marked w i t h 
w h i t e ; the t a i l i s choco late brown w i t h a d e f i n i t e l y 
marked t e r m i n a l band of grey . The b i r d was taken at 
Forbes Landing on September 16, 1945. 

SWANS AT LAKEHILL 
The acquaintance of most of us w i t h swans i s 

l i m i t e d t o our v i s i t s to c i t y p a r k s , where the b e a u t i ­
f u l and s t a t e l y b i r d s lead l i v e s of almost complete 
d o m e s t i c i t y . Therefore the s i g h t of even a few w i l d 
swans i s a t r u l y outs tand ing event , but one which the 
w r i t e r has been p r i v i l e g e d t o w i t n e s s on more than one 
o c c a s i o n . 

un November 3rd, 1933, t h r e e young b i r d s came 
t o r e s t on the f lood- formed l a k e i n Lansdown F i e l d , 
and we were c l o s e enough to d i s t i n g u i s h t h e i r r e d d i s h -
brown b i l l s , c l a s s i f y i n g them as j u v e n i l e s . 
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To wi tness a l a r g e f l o c k i n n o i s y m i g r a t i o n i s a 

t h r i l l i n g episode i n the l i f e of a b i r d s t u d e n t , and even 
those who take only c a s u a l i n t e r e s t i n the sub jec t are 
a t t r a c t e d by the s p e c t a c l e . 

On October 30th l a s t , i n mid -morn ing , We heard 
what we presumed t o be the goggle of a f l o c k of geese 
over Swan L a k e . In a moment the b i r d s approached, and we 
r e a l i z e d t h a t we were indeed vidtnessing a r a r e s i g h t as 
e ighty swans f lew overhead, sweeping i n group format ion 
above the t r e e s and back t o the Lake ; then overhead a g a i n , 
lower t h i s t i m e , i n groups l i k e planes i n manoeuver, 
forming odd p a t t e r n s , c r i s s - c r o s s i n g , one group above 
another . A t h i r d t ime they swept up from the L a k e , now 
so low we could c l e a r l y see t h e i r g r e a t , b l a c k feet 
pressed aga ins t t h e i r snowy underbod ies , or lowered 
s l i g h t l y as i f do ing duty as r u d d e r s . A l l t h i s t ime the 
b i r d s kept up a h i g h - p i t c h e d , e x c i t e d c a l l i n g , though 
not the w h i s t l i n g one would expect from w h i s t l i n g Swans, 
which these appeared t o be . 

L a t e r we l earned from M r s . C . H . Pendray , who has 
l i v e d on the h i l l o v e r l o o k i n g Swan Lake for twenty y e a r s , 
t h a t t h i s was the f i r s t t ime she and her f a m i l y had 
seen more t h a n s m a l l g roups—qui te probab ly the same 
s m a l l groups I had observed on Lansdowne F i e l d . 

Before the a r r i v a l of the l a r g e f l o c k des c r ibed 
above, the Pendray f a m i l y n o t i c e d n ine swans a l i g h t on 
the L a k e , f o l l owed i n a few minutes by perhaps twenty 
more; then came the b i g f l o c k , c i r c l i n g over t h e w a t e r , 
c a l l i n g c o n t i n u o u s l y . But i t was about f i f t e e n minutes 
before they took o f f and headed south i n the wake of 
the o t h e r s . 

D . Gordon Cox, 
Falmouth Road, 
L a k e h i l l . 
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AGGRESSIVE RED-WINGS 

For s e v e r a l success ive years a number of Red-winged 
B l a c k b i r d s have been n e s t i n g i n Beacon H i l l Park and 
v i c i n i t y and d u r i n g the past season they have a t t r a c t e d 
more than u s u a l a t t e n t i o n due t o the r a t h e r s t a r t l i n g 
behaviour of s e v e r a l male b i r d s . 

A . smal l colony of the b i r d s i n q u e s t i o n were 
n e s t i n g i n and around the t h i c k groves of broom j u s t east 
of the o ld deer pen d u r i n g the past season. In t h i s 
area the broom grows i n dense , i s o l a t e d clumps on 
ground overrun w i t h c reep ing bent g r a s s . Except for a 
s m a l l t r i c k l e of water i n t h e lowermost s e c t i o n the 
nearest water i s the duck pond some two hundred yards 
wes t . In t h i s v i c i n i t y a lone male Red-winged b l a c k ­
b i r d appeared t o take upon h i m s e l f the chore of d r i v i n g 
away a l l i n t r u d e r s who ventured o f f t h e road which 
passes w i t h i n a few yards of t h i s a r e a . Th i s p a r t i c u l a r 
b i r d apparent ly stood watch atop the broom clumps where, 
from the r o a d , he cou ld be e a s i l y seen and heard u t t e r i n g 
the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s h o r t , sharp c l u c k s and w h i s t l e so 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the s p e c i e s . The passerby , however, 
who i n n o c e n t l y approached the f orb idden ground o c c a s i o n ­
a l l y found h i m s e l f a t tacked from behind by t h i s b i r d who 
swooped down i n a most menacing manner. I f the b i r d was 
not warded o f f by u p r a i s e d arm i t would a c t u a l l y s t r i k e 
the head of h i s "enemy" a sharp blow w i t h h i s c l a w s . 
The u s u a l procedure was for the b i r d t o wai t f o r h i s 
v i c t i m t o be o f f guard or moving away, at which t ime the 
b i r d would swoop down w i t h i n s i x inches of the t r e s p a s ­
ser so c l ose t h a t the rush of a i r through the wing and 
t a i l f eathers could be c l e a r l y h e a r d . I f t h i s d i d not 
hasten r e t r e a t , the b i r d ' s next a t t a c k o f ten c o n s i s t e d 
of a blow on the head. At l e a s t t h r e e persons , D r . 
Kenneth DeP.Watson, M r . H.H.Hornby and M r . E.M.Hardy 
have reported such a t t a c k s which have a c t u a l l y drawn 
b l o o d . V i s i t s t o the area by Museum s t a f f members 
a l s o r e s u l t e d i n s i m i l a r a t t a c k s by presumably the same 
b i r d . 

No other ins tances of aggress ive behaviour of 
Red-winged b l a c k b i r d s appear t o be known. I t should 
prove i n t e r e s t i n g i f s i m i l a r occurrences take p l a c e next 
season. 

G . C l i f f o r d C a r l , Prov, -Museum. -

Ducks at Beacon H i l l Park 
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Oct. 8th 150 65 5 - l l 

Oct .13th 150 75 3 2 l -

Oc t .14 th 150 75 8 3 5 -

Oct .17th 150 75 2 4 - 1 2 

Oct .20th 200 100 2 1 - 1 

Oct .25th 200 125 3 19 1 1 1 

Oct .31st 200 300 - - 1 1 5 1 2 

Nov. 7th 200 300 4 

Nov.12th 200 300 2 - 2 1 5 -

Nov .20th 225 300 - 1 - 6 

Nov.25th 225 3 00 - - 3 8 13 -

Note: The i l l u s t r a t i o n s of cerambycid b e e t l e s appear ing 
i n t h e December number of the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t 
were o r i g i n a l l y pub l i shed i n the Annual Reports 
of the P r o v i n c i a l Museum for 1925 and 1926. 
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STARFISH 

The phylum Eehinodermata t o which the S t a r f i s h 
belong i s v e r y w e l l represented i n the waters of the 
P a c i f i c Coas t , and the forms i l l u s t r a t e d on the f ront and 
back covers of t h i s i s s u e are amongst those most l i k e l y 
t o be encountered. I n a d d i t i o n t o the S t a r f i s h , p r o p e r , 
which form the c l a s s A s t e r o i d e a , t h e phylum i n c l u d e s 
s e v e r a l other c l a s s e s , a l l o? which are l o c a l l y r e p r e s e n ­
t e d , as f o l l o w s ; 

C l a s s Oph iuro idea , or B r i t t l e S t a r s 
C lass E c h i n o i d e a , Sea Urch ins and Sand D o l l a r s 
C l a s s H o l o t h u r i o i d e a , Sea Cucumbers - the Trepang of 

O r i e n t a l commerce. 
C lass C r i n o i d e a , Sea L i l i e s or Feather S t a r s . 
Members of the l a s t - m e n t i o n e d c l a s s are most ly 

s e s s i l e , but a l l the others are wandering forms. 
The eggs of s t a r f i s h are v e r y s m a l l , averag ing about 

a one hundred t w e n t i e t h of an i n c h i n d i a m e t e r , and are 
e jected i n t o the sea where they are f e r t i l i z e d by f r e e -
swimming sperms from other i n d i v i d u a l s . Two days a f t e r 
f e r t i l i z a t i o n , the l a r v a l form appears as an o v a l body 
c o n s i s t i n g of many c e l l s and equipped w i t h numerous minute 
h a i r s or c i l i a . T h i s stage i s c a l l e d the b l a s t u l a . 
S h o r t l y , a c a v i t y forms i n one end, forming a p r i m i t i v e 
d i g e s t i v e t r a c t , and the l a r v a feeds upon minute l i v i n g 
forms i n the w a t e r . For a short t ime t h e l a r v a i s 
b i l a t e r a l l y s y m m e t r i c a l , but t h e n , f i r s t i n t e r n a l l y , then 
e x t e r n a l l y , i t develops f i v e r a d i a l se t s of organs , and 
becomes r a d i a l l y s y m m e t r i c a l . 

The s t a r f i s h i s o f t e n descr ibed as having an exo-
s k e l e t o n , but t h i s i s not s t r i c t l y t r u e , as the sp iny 
p l a t e s which g ive the phylum i t s name are a c t u a l l y b u r i e d 
beneath the sur face of the a n i m a l , and p r o j e c t through the 
d e r m i s . They are separate from each o t h e r , and a l l o w f o r 
a l i m i t e d range of movement. The arrangement and shape 
of the v a r i o u s p l a t e s d i f f e r w i t h t h e s p e c i e s , and o f f e r 
a convenient b a s i s f o r c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

The unders ide of each of the rays or arms bears a 
groove, l i n e d w i t h hundreds of t u b e - f e e t , p ro te c ted 
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from i n j u r y by a double row of sp ines which can be fo lded 
inwards . The t u b e - f e e t t e rminate above i n l i t t l e b u l b s , 
so t h a t each resembles a m i n i a t u r e , o l d - f a s h i o n e d motor-
h o r n . They l i e a l o n g , and are connected w i t h , r a d i a l 
c a n a l s , which i n t u r n are outgrowths of a c i r c u l a r r i n g -
c a n a l surrounding the mouth. From the r i n g - c a n a l , a 
short c a l c i f i e d tube l eads t o a s e i v e - p l a t e or madrepor-
i t e i n the d o r s a l s u r f a c e . The e n t i r e system prov ides 
f o r c i r c u l a t i o n of sea-water b e a r i n g oxygen t o the p a r t s 
of the body. The t u b e - f e e t are capable of e x e r t i n g a 
h igh degree of s u c t i o n , and are a l s o e x t e n s i b l e , and thus 
prov ide l o comot i on , as the animal can extend them i n 
groups , a t t a c h them to the substratum by s u c t i o n , then 
shorten them, and so p u l l the body s l o w l y a l o n g . 

The nervous system i s s i m p l e , and c o n s i s t s of a nerve 
r i n g around the mouth, from which three r a d i a l nerves run 
down each arm t o the t i p , where there are an eyespot and 
a shor t sensory t e n t a c l e which appears t o respond t o 
chemical s t i m u l i . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e are c e l l s s e n s i t i v e 
t o touch a l l over the outer s u r f a c e . 

The mouth of the s t a r f i s h i s found on the lower 
sur face of the centr .a l d i s c , immediately below the stomach 
which occupies most of the d i s c . In the upper p a r t of each 
arm i s a p a i r of d i g e s t i v e glands which communicate w i t h 
the stomach. There i s a s m a l l anus on the d o r s a l s u r f a c e , 
which i s almost n o n - f u n c t i o n a l . The s t a r f i s h i s c a r n i v o r ­
ous , and l i v e s v e r y l a r g e l y upon c lams, which i t opens by 
m a i n t a i n i n g a steady p u l l w i t h r e l a y s of t u b e - f e e t u n t i l 
the adductor muscles of the clam are exhausted , whereupon 
the s t a r f i s h extrudes i t s stomach through the mouth, 
p a r t l y d i g e s t s the s o f t body of the clam i n s i t u , and then 
r e t r a c t s the whole w i t h i n the d i s c . 

o y s t e r beds are sometimes devastated by i n v a s i o n s of 
s t a r f i s h , and at one t ime oystermen attempted t o make war 
upon them by c u t t i n g up every s t a r f i s h they caught , and 
throwing the p ieces overboard . They found, however, t h a t 
t h i s only made t h i n g s worse , as the s t a r f i s h has remarkable 
powers of r e g e n e r a t i o n by which an i n d i v i d u a l which has 
l o s t a whole ray can grow a new ray t o r e p l a c e i t , w h i l e 
a detached ray can grow four new ones and become a whole 
new i n d i v i d u a l . 
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The s t a r f i s h has l i t t l e economic v a l u e on the 

c r e d i t s i d e , but i f taken i n s u f f i c i e n t numbers i t 
forms e x c e l l e n t f e r t i l i z e r , as the ca lcareous p l a t e s 
supply l ime i n a d d i t i o n t o the u s u a l n i t rogenous 
products r e s u l t i n g from t h e decay of the s o f t e r p a r t s . 

D i f f e r e n t spec ies are found at d i f f e r e n t dep ths . 
Those which are found on beaches i n summer u s u a l l y r e t i r e 
t o deeper water i n w i n t e r t i m e . 

Key t o P l a t e s 
No. S p e c i e s . 

Order F o r c i p u l a t a  
Fami ly A s t e r i i d a e 

1. L e p a s t e r i a s hexactus (Stimpson) 
2. S t y l a s t e r i a s F o r r e r i ( L o r i o l ) 
3,4-. E v a s t e r i a s T r o s c h e l i i (Stimpson) 
6 . S t y l a s t e r i a s F o r r e r i , 

s y n . O r t h a s t e r i a s l e p t o l e n a 
( V e r r i l l ) 

8 . Pycnopodia h e l i a n t h o i d e s 
(Brandt) 

11. P i s a s t e r b r e v i s p i n u s (Stimpson) 
Order S p i n u l o s a 

Fami ly E c h i n a s t e r i d a e 
5- H e n r i c i a l a e v i u c u l a (Stimpson) 

Fami ly S o l a s t e r i d a e 
7. S o l a s t e r paposus (Linnaeus) 
$ . S o l a s t e r Dawsoni ( V e r r i l l ) 

10. S o l a s t e r S t impson i ( V e r r i l l ) 
Order Phanerozoma  

Fami ly L u i d i i d a e 
12. L u i d i a f o l i a t a (Grube) 

D i a . 

a3.it 

16" 
12" 

l 8 f " 

17" 

11" 

6" 
8" 

8£" 

171" 

Summer 
H a b i t a t 

Deep water 
ti it 

Beaches 

Deep water 

Low t i d e 
Deep water 

Beach 

Deep water 
Low t i d e 

Deep water 

The s t a r f i s h i l l u s t r a t e d on the f ront cover i s the 
common purp le s t a r of our coast P i s a s t e r ochraceous. 
A l l i l l u s t r a t i o n s of s t a r f i s h i n t h i s i s s u e are k i n d l y 
loaned by the A r t , H i s t o r i c a l and S c i e n t i f i c A s s o c i a t i o n , 
of Vancouver, through Mr .T .P .0 .Menzies of the C i t y 
Museum. 

L . C o l i n C u r t i s . 
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Pseudoscorpion and h o u s e f l y 

An unusual case of p r e d a t i o n was brought t o 
our a t t e n t i o n by M r . E . R u s s e l l of A l d e r l e y Road, Roya l 
Oak, who noted t h a t c e r t a i n h o u s e f l i e s appeared t o be 
c a r r y i n g s m a l l c reatures attached t o them. T h i n k i n g 
they might be d i s e a s e - c a r r i e r s he captured a few for 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . They proved' t o be pseudoscorp ion , 
s m a l l s c o r p i o n - l i k e a r a c h n i d s , about one-e ight i n c h 
l o n g , which feed on s m a l l i n s e c t s . A p p a r e n t l y these 
c reatures a l s o a t t a c k h o u s e f l i e s , c l i n g i n g t o the 
v i c t i m s w i t h t h e i r p i n c e r s and suck ing beak and r i d i n g 
w i t h them u n t i l the f l i e s drop w i t h e x h a u s t i o n . 

V i r g i n i a R a i l 

Th i s e l u s i v e b i r d i s more o f t en heard than 
seen but a l i n e on i t s h a b i t s r e c e n t l y observed has 
i n d i c a t e d one way of o b t a i n i n g a s i g h t of i t i f p a t i ­
ence i s e x e r c i s e d . 

The marg in of L o s t Lake V . I . bears a heavy 
growth of the Y e l l o w Water L i l y the leaves of which 
stand up from a foot t o e ighteen inches above the 
water l e v e l . Among these the r a i l h ides and f eeds . 
The f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n of i t s presence i s a q u i e t " f l o p " 
as i f something had f a l l e n i n t o the w a t e r . T h i s 
no i se was found t o be caused by the r a i l as i t jumped 
or f l u t t e r e d from one l e a f t o another , f o r i t was 
seen feeding on the numerous i n s e c t s t h a t haunt such 
p l a c e s . I t s progress among the l i l y l eaves can be 
gauged by a s e r i e s of " f l o p s " at i r r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s , 
even i f the b i r d cannot be seen . 

http://a3.it
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N O T I C E O F M E E T I N G S 

1946 MONTHLY MEETING 
Tuesday-
Jan . 8 t h P r o v i n c i a l L i b r a r y Reading Room 

Speaker; M r . W. H . Warren 
" E x o t i c Trees of V i c t o r i a " 

GROUP MEETINGS 
Tuesday 
Jan.15th Botany - - - - - - - - - -Archdeacon C o n n e l l 

At Miss Spencer 's home. 1040 Moss S t ree t 

Tuesday Geology - - - - - - - - - - M r . W. Mathev/s 
Jan . 2 2 n d M i n e r a l E x h i b i t B u i l d i n g , Super i o r S t . 

Tuesday Orn i tho logy - - - - - - - M r . Theed P e a r s e , of 
Jan.27th 1513 L a u r e l Lane . Courtenay, B . C . 

The home of M r . E . C . H a r t s i t u a t e d next 
t o the water tower j u s t o f f S t . C h a r l e s S t . 

Tuesday Zoology - - D r . C l i f f o r d C a r l 
Feb .5th At D r . C a r l ' s home, 1039 Rockland Ave . 

J u n i o r Group Meetings 
The J u n i o r N a t u r a l i s t s w i l l meet i n the 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum as f o l l o w s ; 

S a t u r d a y , January 1 2 t h , I 9 4 6 
S a t u r d a y s January 19th, 1946 
Saturday , January 26th, 1946 
Saturday , February 2nd, 1946 
Saturday , February 9 t h , I 9 4 6 

The group w i l l meet at 10 a .m . on these 
dates and an outdoor or indoor programme w i l l be 
arranged accord ing t o weather . 
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A R C H D E A C O N R. CONNELL 

Secretary 

MISS EUGENIE PERRY 
1627 Wilmot Place 

Editor and Treasurer 
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756 Yates Street 
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NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 

Geology: W . H . M A T H E W S 
- Zoology: G . C. C A R L 

The next meeting of the Society will be held in 
PROVINCIAL LIBRARY, PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS 

at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 8th January, 1946 
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