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T H E V I C T O R I A N A T U R A L I S T 

P u b l i s h e d by 
-The V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t y 

The r e g u l a r monthly meeting of the S o c i e t y was he ld i n 
the Reading room of the P r o v i n c i a l L i b r a r y on Tuesday, 
11th September. M r . A.L.Meugens acted as cha irman. The 
formation of a J u n i o r Branch of the S o c i e t y was d i s cussed 
at l e n g t h and i t was decided t o ho ld meetings for the 
j u n i o r members i n the Museum from t ime to t ime prov ided 
the response was s u f f i c i e n t to warrant them. I t was a l s o 
decided t o extend t o Uak Bay and Esquimai t the same 
p r i v i l e g e s as the V i c t o r i a s c h o o l s , namely the donat ion 
of one j u n i o r membership f o r each s choo l prov ided one 
membership i s g iven b y ' t h e s c h o o l . M r . Hardy o u t l i n e d h i s 
ideas f o r a Fungus Foray t o be he ld next month the same 
as l a s t y e a r . An i n t e r e s t i n g account of the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the O r n i t h o l o g i c a l group f o r the summer was read by 
Miss M . E . P e r r y . The meeting was then turned over t o 
D r . C l i f f o r d C a r l and M r . G . A . H a r d y who had r e c e n t l y r e ­
turned from making a survey of t h e -

N a t u r a l H i s t o r y of Manning P a r k . 

In i n t r o d u c i n g the t o p i c , D r . C a r l r e c a l l e d to the 
audience some of the remarks of M r . Lyons at a prev ious 
meeting concerning the topography of the r e g i o n covered 
by Manning P a r k , This a rea l i e s a s t r i d e the watershed 
between the b a s i n s of the Similkameen and S k a g i t R i v e r s , 
and a p e c u l a r feature of the drainage i s the fac t t h a t 
the t r i b u t a r y creeks of the two systems a l t e r n a t e i n 
such a way as t o resemble the i n t e r l o c k i n g f i n g e r s of 
the two hands , r e n d e r i n g the topography somewhat con­
fused . 
The c l i m a t e of the r e g i o n i s v e r y changeable , and 
h i g h l y u n p r e d i c t a b l e , a l though t h a t of the Western p o r ­
t i o n shows an a f f i n i t y w i t h t h a t of the c o a s t , w h i l e 
i n the e a s t e r n s e c t i o n of the p a r k , the weather resem­
b l e s t h a t of the Dry I n t e r i o r . 
The r e g i o n was f i r s t penetrated i n 1813 , and was t r a ­
versed by one of the e a r l y Br igade T r a i l s of the Hudson's 
Bay Co. S ince t h a t t i m e , i t has been w e l l known to the 
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t r a p p i n g f r a t e r n i t y , and i s soon t o be opened up by a 
modern highway. The Museum p a r t y spent four weeks i n 
the a r e a , working c h i e f l y i n the neighborhood of the 
proposed road through A l l i s o n P a s s . 

M r . Hardy took up the s t o r y , t o report upon the bo t ­
a n i c a l and entomolog i ca l f i n d i n g s of the p a r t y . He 
pointed out t h a t the f l o r a i s d i r e c t l y dependent upon 
the c o n d i t i o n s of moisture and temperature which ex­
i s t , and t h a t t h i s r e g i o n i s abundantly watered , as 
i n d i c a t e d by the extent and d e n s i t y of the f o r e s t cover . 
Three types of p l a n t a s s o c i a t i o n were observed. In the 
h i g h e r l e v e l s were magni f i cent stands of Lodgepole p i n e , 
w h i l e lower down there was t o be found the Englemann 
spruce f o res t type t o the e a s t , and a hemlock - cedar 
a s s o c i a t i o n i n the west . I s o l a t e d i n d i v i d u a l s of the 
Y e l l o w p ine were found as f a r as fourteen m i l e s w i t h i n 
the park from i t s eastern boundry. I n the h igher l e v e l s 
of the park were t o be found v a s t mountain meadows 
covered by exceedingly l u s h growth, and showing an 
enormous v a r i e t y of a l p i n e f l o w e r s . 

The i n s e c t wor ld was represented by great numbers 
of moths and b u t t e r f l i e s on t h e a l p i n e meadows, and many 
v a r i e t i e s of b e a t l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y the members of the 
Longhorn f a m i l y , t h a t i n f e s t t i m b e r . An i n t e r e s t i n g 
c o l l e c t i n g c o n d i t i o n was found i n the powerfu l updraf t 
on the windward s i d e of the r i d g e s , which c a r r i e d up 
great numbers of i n s e c t s which normal ly would be found 
much lower down, and depos i ted them i n the l e e of the 
c r e s t s . 

D r . C a r l resumed w i t h a d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e s m a l l 
mammals encountered, and showed a number of s k i n s from 
t h a t d i s t r i c t . 

As a more d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of these mammals 
w i l l appear i n t h i s magazine i n the near fu ture i t i s 
a d v i s a b l e t o omit h i s repor t at the present t i m e . 

The Last of the Graham I s l a n d Car ibou : 
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The Queen C h a r l o t t e I s lands are remarkable for 
the complete absence of c e r t a i n animals one would n a t u ­
r a l l y expect t o f i n d t h e r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i s t h i s t r u e 
of the deer f a m i l y . Deer are t o be found on a l l the 
i s l a n d s of any s i z e a long the B r i t i s h Columbia Coast ; 
and the f a c t t h a t they were not o r i g i n a l l y t o be found 
on t h e Queen C h a r l o t t e I s l a n d s i s a l l the more remark­
able because of the non-ex is tence of the w o l f and the 
cougar— the n a t u r a l enemies of the Deer* There i s 
a spec ies of b l a c k b e a r , and t h i s i s the on ly l a r g e 
animal t h a t i s indigenous t o the i s l a n d s . 

My F a t h e r , who l i v e d at Massett for t h r e e 
y e a r s , 1876 t o 1879 > a-*1^ who t r a v e l l e d f a r and wide 
over the i s l a n d s , acquired a v e r y accurate knowledge of 
the c o u n t r y . The s u i t a b i l i t y of the i s l a n d s had impressed 
i t s e l f upon h i m , and t h e fac t t h a t they had never been 
found t h e r e had caused him cons iderab le s u r p r i s e . I t 
was he who f i r s t conceived the i d e a of i m p o r t i n g deer 
from the M a i n l a n d , c h i e f l y as an economic measure. On 
one of h i s v i s i t s t o the Mainland he o f fered t o purchase 
a few of these animals from the Tshimshean h u n t e r s . 
Seven were obtained i n t h i s way, and another , which was 
captured by a steamer on the voyage up the c o a s t , was 
a f t erward s add e d . 

The Hudson's Bay Company c a r r i e d them over t o 
the I s l a n d s , f ree of charge . They were l i b e r a t e d , and f o r 
s e v e r a l years increased s t e a d i l y under the p r o t e c t i o n 
of an o f f i c e r of the Company, who succeeded the f i r s t 
t r a d e r . But a f t e r h i s death the Haidas shot them o f f 
u n t i l they were ex terminated . 

Another a t t empt , but on a much l a r g e r s c a l e , 
was made about the year 1924. As these were s t r i c t l y 
p r o t e c t e d , they have increased t o such an extent t h a t i n 
some areas they have become almost a p e s t . 

But what was so strange was the e x i s t e n c e on 
Graham I s l a n d , i n a v e r y l i m i t e d a r e a , of a d i s t i n c t 
spec ies of c a r i b o u . 

( 
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The e x i s t e n c a o f such animals had been warmly 

debated for a number of y e a r s . In the extent of the 
country i n which these e l u s i v e animals were supposed t o 
be , only a s t r i p of about 30 m i l e s l ong by 20 m i l e s w i d e , 
the wonder i s t h a t there should have been any doubt at 
a l l . One would have thought t h a t the n a t i v e s would have 
known every spec ies of animal t h a t ever e x i s t e d i n such 
a s m a l l space . But such was not the case . 

The n a t i v e hunters were j u s t as vague about the 
matter as were the whi tes who r e s i d e d on the i s l a n d . The 
fact was t h a t the Haidas were almost e x c l u s i v e l y a race of 
marine h u n t e r s , devo t ing much of t h e i r t ime and s k i l l t o 
the h u n t i n g of s e a - o t t e r and fur s e a l , and the c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n of t h e i r f i n e canoes. And as a d i v e r s i o n they hunted 
and trapped bear and s m a l l e r animals a long the banks of 
s treams, but h a r d l y ever penetrated i n t o the i n t e r i o r of 
the i s l a n d . B e s i d e s , s u p e r s t i t i o n had a l o t t o do w i t h 
t h e i r a v e r s i o n t o the s o l i t u d e s of the p l a i n s and f o r e s t s . 

A m i s s i o n a r y who had l i v e d on the I s l a n d for 
s e v e r a l years and who was recognized as a n a t u r a l i s t of 
d i s t i n c t i o n , r i d i c u l e d the i d e a t h a t there were c a r i b o u 
on Graham I s l a n d . H i s two predecessors , on the other hand, 
were j u s t as p o s i t i v e i n t h e i r b e l i e f t h a t these animals ' 
were t o be found t h e r e . An o ld hunter whom I met s ta ted 
tha t when he was a young man he had helped t o pack out 
t o s a l t water the f l e s h of a l a r g e deer tha t had been 
k i l l e d some m i l e s in land ,wes t of Naden Harbour. 

I was n a t u r a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the c o n t r o v e r s y , 
but never even dreamt t h a t i t would f a l l t o my l o t to 
he lp t o e s t a b l i s h beyond a shadow of doubt t h a t car ibou 
d i d a c t u a l l y e x i s t i n the Naden Harbour country between 
Naden Harbour and the J a l u n R i v e r . 

On the occas ion of my f i r s t t r i p t o Naden H a r ­
bour I was c h a t t i n g one day i n the c a b i n of our s loop 
w i t h two Haida youths who made up my crew, as we l a y at 
anchor o f f the v i l l a g e of Kung, when the c onversa t i on 
turned t o the c a r i b o u , and t h e mystery which surrounded 
them. "By the way , " I s a i d , "where are these animals sup­
posed t o be?" "Not very f a r from h e r e , " answered one of 
the boys; "between Naden Harbour and t h e West Coast Moun­
t a i n s . " They descr ibed the k i n d of country i t was. For the 

most p a r t i t was an u n d u l a t i n g , open c o u n t r y , c o n s i s ­
t i n g of muskeg, dot ted over w i t h s m a l l ponds, separated 
by f r i n g e s of s tunted red and y e l l o w cedar and p i n e . I 
asked the boys whether , wi thout t a k i n g up too much of 
our t i m e , i t would not be p o s s i b l e t o make a t r i p t o the 
f r i n g e of t h i s c o u n t r y , and see what t h e r e was t o be 
seen. They s a i d i t would not take more than a day from 
where we l a y a t anchor. We decided there and then t o 
make an e a r l y s t a r t the f o l l o w i n g morn ing . The weather 
was f i n e when t h e morning broke . We landed on the shore 
i n f ront of the v i l l a g e , turned E a s t , and fo l lowed the 
shore as f a r as the p o i n t which formed the entrance t o 
the Harbour. A f t e r rounding the p o i n t we headed i n a 
n o r t h - w e s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n a long the shore of V i r a g o Sound 
for a c ons iderab le d i s t a n c e u n t i l we came t o a hugh, 
i s o l a t e d g r a n i t e b o u l d e r . 

Here the boys decided to l eave the shore and 
s t r i k e i n l a n d . The way we took l e d up a gradua l s lope 
through some b i g t i m b e r , and about an hour a f t e r l e a v i n g 
the beach we emerged upon what appeared t o be a r o l l i n g 
swampy c o u n t r y . We could not see v e r y f a r on account of 
s tunted t r e e s . 

What impressed me was t h e s i l e n c e of these 
s o l i t u d e s — a s i l e n c e rendered more impress ive by the 
d i s t a n t s leepy note of the n i g h t j a r . I t was not d i f f i ­
c u l t t o understand how these v a s t s o l i t u d e s i n s p i r e d 
these p r i m i t i v e peoples w i t h awe. 

We walked a l ong the edge of the swamp, f o l l o w ­
i n g what appeared t o be a t r a i l , not v e r y obvious on the 
y i e l d i n g moss. We had not proceeded more than a q u a r t e r 
of a m i l e when, r i g h t i n our p a t h , we saw q u i t e f r e s h 
deer d r o p p i n g s . Th i s c l i n c h e d the matter as f a r as I was 
concerned; and as t h e r e were no deer on the i s l a n d I was 
now most eager t o see the animals for m y s e l f , and was 
prepared to w a i t u n t i l the even ing , or e a r l y morning f o r 
t h a t m a t t e r , when animals (of the deer t r i b e ) u s u a l l y 
come out i n t o the open spaces . But I could not get the 
Indians t o share my enthusiasm. They d i d not r e l i s h the 
i d e a of w a i t i n g for an i n d e f i n i t e p e r i o d on ' the o f f -
chance of see ing t h e a n i m a l s — w i t h o u t food or b l a n k e t s . 
They d i d not l i k e the l ook of the s k y , they s a i d , so 
there was n o t h i n g f o r i t but t o de f e r t o t h e i r judgment, 
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and w i t h great r e l u c t a n c e I abandoned the search f o r 
the p r e s e n t . There would be another oppor tun i ty before 
I took my f i n a l l eave of the I s l a n d s . 

Soon a f t e r my r e t u r n t o M a s s e t t , I wrote a 
l e t t e r t o the V i c t o r i a " D a i l y C o l o n i s t " . My mind was 
made up and no th ing could shake me i n my c o n v i c t i o n t h a t 
there were car ibou on Graham I s l a n d ; how many or how few 
I was not i n a p o s i t i o n t o s a y . I t was a happy c o i n c i ­
dence t h a t about the t ime t h a t my l e t t e r appeared i n the 
C o l o n i s t , an American b i g game hunter on h i s way home 
from one of h i s e x p e d i t i o n s stopped o f f at K e t c h i k a n . 
He had heard about the c a r i b o u and as a boat was l e a v i n g 
t h a t p o i n t for M a s s e t t , he decided t o a v a i l h i m s e l f of 
the o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n v e s t i g a t e the s i t u a t i o n . 

A f t e r c o l l e c t i n g a l l the i n f o r m a t i o n he could 
from whites and Indians at M a s s e t t , he h i r e d two Ind ians 
and a young whi te man and set out i n a canoe f o r Naden 
Harbour . From Kung as h i s headquarters he made s e v e r a l 
t r i p s i n t o the country west of Naden Harbour , p e n e t r a t ­
i n g as f a r as J a l u n L a k e , and c l i m b i n g the mountains 
which border the l a k e on i t s western shore . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o what he saw, he was f o r tunate 
enough t o p i c k up some shed a n t l e r s , but the animals 
themselves eluded h im. However, he a r r i v e d at the same 
c o n c l u s i o n as I d i d , adding the o p i n i o n tha t t h e r e were 
only a few and t h a t the chance of see ing them would be 
when t h e r e was snow on the ground. 

I made another attempt t o see the c a r i b o u before 
I l e f t f o r the M a i n l a n d , t h i s t ime s t r i k i n g i n l a n d at the 
head of Naden Harbour , even spending an uncomfortable 
n ight on the swampy ground, but aga in the animals f a i l ­
ed to m a t e r i a l i z e . 

In the l a t e autumn of t h a t year (1906) a f t e r the 
f i r s t f a l l of snow, two young Haida hunters from Massett 
made a quick t r i p i n t o the c a r i b o u c o u n t r y . They were 
not l ong i n p i c k i n g up the t r a c k s , fo l lowed them, and 
there before them i n a group of f o u r , stood the s o l e s u r ­
v i v o r s of what must once have been a noble and numerous 
h e r d . 
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I t was t h e i r l a s t s t a n d , and what a p a t h e t i c 

spec tac l e i t must have been: They bore the marks of t h e i r 
grim s t r u g g l e aga inst adverse c o n d i t i o n s . T h e i r horns 
were s tunted and d i s f i g u r e d , and many of t h e i r t e e t h 
were m i s s i n g . 

One mystery had been s o l v e d , but t h e r e were others 
which perhaps never w i l l be s o l v e d . Whence had they 
come, and what had brought them t o the v e r y b r i n k of ex¬
t erminat i o n ? 

The c a r i b o u i s an animal of the I n t e r i o r , and how 
had i t come about t h a t these animals of Graham I s l a n d 
were so fa r removed from t h e i r n a t i v e h a b i t a t ? Why had 
they become so reduced i n numbers? 

As we have a l ready seen , the Ha ida n a t i v e s had 
not hunted them and were s c a r c e l y aware of t h e i r e x i s t ­
ence. There are no wolves on the I s l a n d s , no cougar , 
no th ing more harmful than the b lack b e a r . And a l though 
bear have been known 'to des t roy sheep and young c a t t l e , 
e s p e c i a l l y when hard pressed by hunger , yet t h i s i s 
v e r y u n u s u a l . T h e i r n a t u r a l food i s w i l d b e r r i e s , s a l ­
mon i n the s h a l l o w r i v e r s , and tender h e r b s , and these 
are t o be found everywhere on the Queen C h a r l o t t e 
Is lands i n great abundance. 

One r e g r e t s t h a t the l a s t of the Graham I s l a n d 
c a r i b o u should have come t o such an i n g l o r i o u s end; but 
i t i s b e t t e r thus than t h a t they should have p e r i s h e d 
i n some remote and unfrequented spot where t h e i r remains 
might never have been found, and the mystery of t h e i r 
ex i s tence on t h e i s l a n d have remained forever unso lved . 

The two hunters — and I t h i n k i t was f i t t i n g 
t h a t the animals should have met t h e i r f a t e at the hands 
of Haida h u n t e r s , whose presence on these i s l a n d s i s 
j u s t as myster ious as t h a t of the c a r i b o u — packed out 
the heads, s k i n s and hooves. These were sent to the 
Curator of the Museum at V i c t o r i a . I saw them i n one of 
the show cases a year or two l a t e r , and one cannot 
speak too h i g h l y of the s k i l l of the t a x i d e r m i s t who made 
such a s p l e n d i d job of the somewhat d i l a p i d a t e d m a t e r i a l 
he had to work w i t h . 

H . A . C o l l i s o n . 
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I n d i a n F i s h Traps 

The c u l t u r e of a l l a b o r i g i n e s i s shaped by the 
p a r t i c u l a r environment i n which t h e i r homes are l o c a ­
t e d . Of a l l f a c t o r s b r i n g i n g t h e i r i n f l u e n c e t o bear i n 
t h e shaping of c u l t u r e the most important i s , perhaps , 
t h a t of food s u p p l y . Thus, i n the Canadian Northwest , 
we f i n d the l i f e of the Ind ians of the Great P l a i n s 
c e n t e r i n g around the h u n t i n g of B i s o n . North again i s 
the Caribou a r e a , and i n B r i t i s h Columbia the salmon 
a r e a , embracing a l l the waterways t r i b u t a r y t o the 
P a c i f i c Ocean. 

Under the n a t u r a l urge t o spawn, the salmon r e ­
t u r n from the sea to enter f r esh water at the end of 
t h e i r l i f e c y c l e . The " r u n s " of each spec ies occur but 
once a y e a r . P r o d i g i o u s q u a n t i t i e s of f i s h go t o make 
up a " r u n " and the Indians were very busy d u r i n g t h e 
short season i n which the " r u n s " occur . 

The f i s h i n g was done i n many ways , depending upon 
the behaviour of the spec ies and the nature of t h e 
waters i n which they were found. Near the s e a , d i p - n e t s 
and harpoons were used i n poo ls where the f i s h were 
most p l e n t i f u l . In more d i f f i c u l t p laces the use of 
these methods was f a c i l i t a t e d by f e n c e - l i k e c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n s designed t o d i v e r t the f i s h i n t o p a r t s of the 
r i v e r where they could be more e a s i l y t a k e n . Where the 
f i s h were l e s s numerous a n a t u r a l outcome of the f enc ­
i n g was a more c l o s e l y woven w e i r w i t h h i g h percentage 
o b s t r u c t i o n t o the progress of the f i s h - In p laces 
where the f i s h found t h e i r way h i g h e r up the r i v e r and 
were s car cer y e t , t h e r e we f i n d the f i s h t r a p more 
g e n e r a l l y i n use . There were many forms of these t r a p s ; 
the m a j o r i t y acted upon the p r i n c i p l e of a f u n n e l , or 
wedge-shaped opening i n t o which the f i s h e a s i l y found 
t h e i r way but f a i l e d to escape and were e a s i l y t a k e n . 
Some of the forms are i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h i s i s s u e . 

The urge of a b o r i g i n a l n e c e s s i t y overrode any 
r u l e s connected w i t h food supply and the Ind ians were 
qu i ck t o take advantage of the f a c i l i t i e s which pecu­
l i a r c o n d i t i o n s a f f o r d e d . Thus we f i n d many v a r i a t i o n s 
of c o n d i t i o n s . A . E . P i c k f ord , 

P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 

A FEATHERED FAIRY; 
When f i r s t I met her she was p r o s p e c t i n g , 

though I , i n my ignorance, d i d not know t h i s u n t i l 
l a t e r . She was f l o a t i n g about l i k e a b i t of i r i d e s ­
cent t h i s t l e d o w n i n the dogwood t r e e v e r y near our 
bedroom window not more than four or f i v e feet away. 
Her movements i n the t r e e a t t r a c t e d my a t t e n t i o n f o r 
two or three days and I imagined t h a t she was f i n d i n g 
food there even though the dogwood blooms were on the 
wane. F i n a l l y she centred her i n t e r e s t on the j u n c t i o n 
of twigs nearest to the window, became s t a t i o n a r y there 
and continued a long s t r o k i n g movement w i t h her b i l l on 
the t w i g s , o c c a s i o n a l l y f l y i n g away and back aga in i n 
no t ime and proceeding as be fore ; e v e n t u a l l y i t dawned 
on me tha t she was b r i n g i n g cobwebs for no other p u r ­
pose than t o b u i l d a wee house i n which t o r a i s e her 
son and daughter . S c a r c e l y ab le t o b e l i e v e my good f o r ­
t u n e , I watched her spe l lbound for a w h i l e and then 
c a l l e d the "man of the house" and he too was i n c r e d u ­
lous . 

For e ight days -she worked d i l i g e n t l y and i t 
was marvelous t o watch . I t was almost two days before 
a sma l l d i s c , l e s s than a 50 cent p i e ce i n diameter was 
d i s c e r n a b l e , and from then on the " F a i r y P a l a c e " grew 
r a p i d l y . T iny f lower p e t a l s , b i t s of l i c h e n , moss, more 
cobwebs and even h a i r s had t o be p laced w i t h the utmost 
c a r e . Sometimes she would h e s i t a t e a second d e c i d i n g , 
w i t h her wee head t i l t e d t o one s ide and a b i t of b u i l d ­
i n g m a t e r i a l he ld c a r e f u l l y , then hav ing decided would 
p lace i t f i r m l y , b r i n g i n g next time a h a i r or cobweb 
and d a r n i n g her m a t e r i a l w i t h the t i n y needle which 
passes as her b i l l would l i t e r a l l y darn her m a t e r i a l . 
(We housewives could l e a r n from her expert d a r n i n g and 
weaving which stood the s t r a i n of two s t u r d y y o u n g s t e r s ) . 

A dogwood l e a f was a l s o sewn scoop shape i n t o 
the outer s i d e of the nest (and f o r t u n a t e l y f o r u s , n e a r ­
est the window) apparent ly to act as a s a f e t y verandah 
should the babies f a l l and i t served i t s purpose l a t e r 
on . Every l i t t l e w h i l e she would s i t i n the nest and 
s h u f f l e v i g o r o u s l y then t u r n the oppos i te way and s h u f ­
f l e aga in u n t i l the shape f i t t e d and s u i t e d h e r . 
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She o f ten sat a moment and looked the wee nest 

over as though she loved i t . E v e n t u a l l y she dec ided t o 
p l a c e the two l i t t l e " p e a r l s " i n t h a t marvelous s t r u c ­
t u r e and then i n c u b a t i o n commenced i n r e a l e a r n e s t . She 
was never away v e r y l ong and one day we watched her 
f i g h t i n g two l a d i e s of her own k i n d who had dared t o 
come i n t o her garden for n e c t a r , t e l l i n g them i n t h a t 
l i t t l e " t i c k " sound which i s hummingbird language, t h a t 
they were v e r y unwelcome. 

On the evening of June 21st, v i s i t o r s came 
and unconsc ious ly we had been l e s s c a r e f u l than u s u a l of 
the l i g h t be ing used i n the "hummingbird" room; i t was 
a heartbreak t o f i n d the b l i n d h i g h and the l i g h t f u l l 
on . We f e l t sure t h a t she would have been scared away, 
but no , she was t h e r e and stayed t h e r e most of the next 
day; why? because the babies were t h e r e t o o . The f o l l o w ­
i n g morning w h i l e watch ing h e r , a "Rufous" f l a s h appeared 
for a second over and around the n e s t - Y e s , i t was h e , 
the daddy Rufous and no other ; We had many t imes been 
t o l d t h a t the male b i r d d isappears before b u i l d i n g 
commences and does not r e t u r n . M r . S h o r t t , a n a t u r a l i s t 
now r e s i d i n g at Cordova Bay , s a i d t o me when he heard 
of our nest "Now you w i l l have a s p l e n d i d chance t o see 
i f the mate r e t u r n s " . I n my a n x i e t y t o r e t r i e v e the 
b i r d ' s r e p u t a t i o n , I wondered i f my i m a g i n a t i o n had run 
away w i t h me, but f o r t u n a t e l y Mr .A.L .Heugens and M r . E . E . 
G.White came t o see our wee b i r d t h a t Sunday morning and 
the l a t t e r , on my ment ioning about the Rufous , s a i d t h a t 
he saw one at the Bus terminus which i s about 100 feet 
from our house. 

The feed ing of the babies was r e a l l y something 
t o beho ld ; s e v e r a l v i s i t o r s watched the performance 
w i t h wonder as we d i d . The r e g u r g i t a t i o n hav ing taken 
p lace immediately the mother a l i g h t e d on the n e s t , she 
would v i g o r o u s l y jam her sharp b i l l down the t h r o a t of 
the baby, each c a r e f u l l y i n t u r n , and would pack i t i n 
so hard one marve l l ed t h a t she d i d not p i e r c e t h e i r t i n y 
t h r o a t s . I t was i n t e r e s t i n g to watch them grow. One day 
a b u t t e r f l y f lew over the nest and they apparent ly m i s ­
took i t f o r t h e i r mother; two l i t t l e eage^,open b i l l s 
popped up ready for a f ternoon t e a but the b u t t e r f l y 
passed on l e a v i n g no f ood , 

The boy baby one a f t e r n o o n , a p p a r e n t l y i n t e n d ­
i n g t o show h i s s i s t e r how c l e v e r he was, as boys so 
o f t en do , c l imbed to t h e edge of the nest and was c a ­
v o r t i n g around when he l o s t h i s hold and had a v e r y 
anxious t ime t r y i n g to r e g a i n i t . Here i s where the 
l e a f y verandah came i n . We held- our b rea th e x p e c t i n g 
to see him f a l l t o the ground but h i s foot suddenly 
came i n contact w i t h the edge of the l e a f and i t be ing 
q u i t e f i r m gave him the much needed h e l p ; he scrambled 
back i n t o the nest and cuddled down low l o o k i n g at h i s 
s i s t e r w i t h a "don ' t you dare laugh at me" l o o k . 

We wondered how they who are so much on the 
wing would l e a r n t o f l y . I t was accomplished q u i t e 
e a s i l y ; they both f lew f o r l o n g s p e l l s , but w i t h t h e i r 
feet h o l d i n g t i g h t t o the edge of the n e s t . We hoped 
t o see them f i n a l l y take l eave of t h e i r home and though 
we kept c l o s e and continued watch and were up at 5:30 
a.m. they had a l ready gone l e a v i n g behind them the beau­
t i f u l wee nest and many happy memories. The young b i r d s 
were around the garden for s e v e r a l days . They were 
e a s i l y i d e n t i f i e d because they t i r e d so e a s i l y and 
would r e s t on the r o c k e r i e s , something one never sees 
the a d u l t s d o . 

L i v i n g i n Saskatchewan u n t i l l a s t December 
we had o f ten expressed a keen d e s i r e t o see a humming­
b i r d ' s nest someday; how l i t t l e d i d we t h i n k such joy 
as t h i s 'would come our way! There i s a hummingbird 's 
nest at the L a y r i t z n u r s e r i e s which M r s . L a y r i t z t e l l s 
us has been used three success ive y e a r s . We are keeping 
our f i n g e r s c rossed ; Maybe our l i t t l e l ady w i l l come 
back. 

(Mrs . ) L . M. K i d s o n , 
Cordova Bay , V . I . 

I a l s o have a r e p o r t from M r . E . J . M a g u i r e 
t h a t he found a " three decker " Rufous hummingbird 's 
nest under the"overhang" of a g r a v e l p i t out near the 
Coquit lam R i v e r . 

E d i t o r . 
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. BIRD NOTES 

Trumpeter Swans; We note by a recent p u b l i c a t i o n 
(No. 92, Emergency Conservat ion Committee, New Y o r k , ) 
t h a t p r a c t i c a l steps are be ing taken i n the United-
States t o save the Trumpeter Swans from e x t i n c t i o n . 
With the approva l of the U . S. F i s h and W i l d l i f e 
S e r v i c e , a number of sygnets have been t r a n s p o r t e d 
t o the Malheur Lake Refuge i n eas tern Oregon. Here 
i t i s planned t o r a i s e a stock of Trumpeter Swans 
t o r e l ease w i t h i n t h e i r former range . 

G. C l i f f o r d C a r l . 

N O T I C E O F M E E T I N G S 

MONTHLY MEETING 
Tuesday P r o v i n c i a l L i b r a r y Reading Room, 

Speaker: Mr . G. A . Hardy . 
"Some Common Mushrooms of V i c t o r i a D i s t r i c t . " 

FUNGUS FORAY 
Saturday 
Oct .20th ; Meet at Mount Tolmie Bus Terminus 

at 2 p .m. 
Note; B r i n g paper bag or c o n t a i n e r t o h o l d 

specimens. 

Wednesday Zoology Meet ing - - - D r . C l i f f o r d C a r l 
O c t . 2 4 t h : at 8 p«m. 

at M r s . L . C. Sweeney's home, 
1028 Park B o u l e v a r d . 

I r egre t t h a t the above i s the on ly i n f o r m a t i o n 
I have at t h i s t ime i n regard t o meet ings , o ther 
meetings may be announced l a t e r . 

E d i t o r . 

7 
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